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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move




	♔

	King




	♕

	Queen




	♖

	Rook




	♗

	Bishop




	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better




	+–

	White has a decisive advantage




	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage




	=

	balanced position




	!

	good move




	!!

	excellent move




	?

	bad move




	??

	blunder




	!?

	interesting move




	?!

	dubious move









‘Life is a game of chess.’ – Miguel Cervantes

‘We are in truth but pieces on this chess board of life, which in the end we leave, only to drop one by one into the grave of nothingness.’ – Omar Khayyam

Authors’ foreword

Anyone who began studying chess in the late 1970s or early 1980s will remember very well the remarkable book The Best Move by the two Czech Vlastimils – Hort and Jansa. The present authors are no exception. This unusual book, written in an original style (part puzzle book, part philosophical, somewhat satirical, but in all respects excellently done) remained forever in our memory. The years have passed and the ‘former’ readers (although we remain readers until the end of our days) and currently active players have themselves amassed many interesting games, filled with striking and instructive episodes. And sometimes they, as authors, want to share their finds with chess lovers. Thus was the present work born.

The authors have accompanied the examples with proverbs and quotations from well-known personalities, in a bid to underline the fact that chess and philosophy have much in common. We sincerely hope that in reading this book, you will again feel just what a wonderful game chess is, and will love it even more. New horizons of chess art will open up before you. The positions given are of varied character, and you will find striking tactical blows, deep strategic manoeuvres, opening traps, standard endgame devices, etc.

Good luck!

Sarhan & Logman Guliev
 Baku, September 2018






Exercises

Exercise 1
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) equal?


Exercise 2
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What would you play:

A) 12…♘b6;

B) 12…♕e7;

C) 12…♘e8 ?


Exercise 3
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 4
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 5
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

How should he play:

A) 46…♔с7;

B) 46…♕xg5 ?


Exercise 6

[image: Images]



Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 7
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 8
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 9
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 10
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What would you play:

A) 6…♘f6;

B) 6…♘e7 ?


Exercise 11
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 12
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 13
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 14
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 13…с5;

B) 13…♖fd8;

C) 13…♖аd8 ?


Exercise 15
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Black’s last move was 40…♖a8xa2. Was this the correct decision?


Exercise 16
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 17
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Is Black’s position:

A) equal;

B) winning?


Exercise 18
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 19
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 20
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal?


Exercise 21
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 22
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better;

C) equal?


Exercise 23
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How should White play:

A) 20.♕xc6;

B) 20.♘c5 ?


Exercise 24

[image: Images]



Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 25
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 26
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 27
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 28
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 29
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 30
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal?

Can White play 37.♗f3 ?


Exercise 31
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 32
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 33
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) winning?


Exercise 34

[image: Images]



Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 35
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) lost;

C) equal?


Exercise 36
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 37
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 37…♖xd8;

B) 37…♔h7 ?


Exercise 38
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 39
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How should Black defend against the threat of g2-g4-g5 ?


Exercise 40
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 23.♘b3;

B) 23.♔h2;

C) 23.♕c2;

D) 23.b3 ?


Exercise 41
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 42
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 15…♖d7;

B) 15…♖e8;

C) 15…♖f8 ?


Exercise 43
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?

Can he play 21.♘f5 ?


Exercise 44
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?

Can he play 34.♖xg7+ ?


Exercise 45
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

Can he play 13…♕xd4 ?


Exercise 46
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Is Black’s position:

A) lost;

B) winning,

C) equal?


Exercise 47
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better;

C) worse?


Exercise 48
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) better?


Exercise 49
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Is Black’s position:

A) equal;

B) winning?


Exercise 50
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better;

C) worse?


Exercise 51
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) lost;

C) equal?


Exercise 52
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How should White realise his advantage?


Exercise 53
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 54
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 55
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better?


Exercise 56
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 57
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?

What should he play:

A) 16…♘h5;

B) 16…♘bd7;

C) 16…♘e4 ?


Exercise 58
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 59

[image: Images]



Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 60
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 61

[image: Images]



How should White realise his advantage?


Exercise 62

[image: Images]



Here there followed 1…♘cb4. Does this move:

A) lose;

B) equalise;

C) lead to an advantage for Black?


Exercise 63

[image: Images]



Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 64
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 65
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How should White continue?


Exercise 66
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Here Black played 33…♖а1.

How should we assess the position after this move:

A) drawn;

B) Black is winning;

C) White is winning?


Exercise 67
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 68
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 69

[image: Images]



What is the best way for Black to realise his positional advantage?


Exercise 70
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How should White crown his attack?


Exercise 71
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 72
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) drawn?


Exercise 73
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 74
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 75
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 76
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 77
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 78
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 79
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 80
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 81
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 82
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White has sacrificed a pawn, to ensure his pieces threatening positions, close to the enemy king. Was he right?


Exercise 83
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 31…c3;

B) 31…♖c8;

C) 31…♖b7 ?


Exercise 84
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 85
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better;

C) equal?


Exercise 86
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Is White’s position:

A) worse;

B) slightly worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 87
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) slightly better;

C) equal?


Exercise 88
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?

Should he continue 18…♘d3+ ?


Exercise 89
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Is White’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 90
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Does White’s active king compensate for the pawn minus?


Exercise 91
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 92
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Show a plan of play for White.


Exercise 93
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Is Black’s position:

A) worse;

B) better;

C) slightly better?


Exercise 94
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 95
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 96
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 97
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 98
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?

Can he play 14.♗xd5 ?


Exercise 99
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Can White save himself?


Exercise 100
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?

What should he play:

A) 15.♕xe7;

B) 15.♕f3;

C) 15.♕e4 ?


Exercise 101
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Is Black’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 102
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How can White realise his advantage?


Exercise 103
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 104
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 105
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) hopeless?


Exercise 106
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 107
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 108

[image: Images]



What should Black play?


Exercise 109
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White chose 45.h4+. How should Black reply:

A) 45…♔g4;

B) 45…♔xh4 ?


Exercise 110
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) worse ?


Exercise 111
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How should White continue:

A) 6.♗d3;

B) 6.♘e2 ?


Exercise 112
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) winning ?


Exercise 113
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Is Black’s position:

A) worse;

B) better;

C) equal?

How should he continue:

A) 21… 0-0-0;

B) 21…0-0;

C) 21…♗h3;

D) 21…f6;

E) 21…♘c4 ?


Exercise 114
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Is White’s position:

A) equal;

B) hopeless?

What should he play:

A) 68.♗a7;

B) 68.♗d6;

C) 68.♗g1 ?


Exercise 115
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) lost;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 35…♔f6;

B) 35…♔f5;

C) 35…♔d5 ?


Exercise 116
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 117
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?


Exercise 118
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 119
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Is Black’s position:

A) lost;

B) equal?


Exercise 120
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 121
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal?


Exercise 122
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

Can he play 29…♗xc5 30.bxc5 ♕xc5 ?


Exercise 123
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Is the continuation 19.♖xb7:

A) favourable for White;

B) favourable for Black;

C) leading to equality?


Exercise 124
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 125
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Can Black take the pawn – 39…♕xe5 ?


Exercise 126
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Assess Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal;

D) worse?


Exercise 127
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 128
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What should Black play:

A) 5…0-0;

B) 5…d5;

C) 5…d6 ?


Exercise 129
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) winning?


Exercise 130
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 131
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How should Black exploit the strength of his two bishops?


Exercise 132
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What should Black play:

A) 1…♖c2;

B) 1…♗e6;

C) 1…♕b6 ?


Exercise 133
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What should Black play:

A) 1…♖xd4;

B) 1…fxe4 ?


Exercise 134
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Can White win the e4-pawn by means of 1.g4 ?


Exercise 135
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Does Black have sufficient compensation for the sacrificed pawn?

What should he play:

A) 1…♘xg4;

B) 1…♗xc5 ?


Exercise 136
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 137
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 138
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What should Black play:

A) 1…♘xg3;

B) 1…h6 ?


Exercise 139
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) drawn ?


Exercise 140
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Can White exploit his large advantage in development?


Exercise 141
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 142
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 143
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What would you play:

A) 11…♘xf2;

B) 11…♖xg7;

C) 11…♘ge5 ?


Exercise 144
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Can White take the pawn?


Exercise 145
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Is White’s position:

A) drawn;

B) winning ?


Exercise 146
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 147
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 148
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Is Black’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) equal;

C) better?


Exercise 149
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 150
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Can White exploit his minimal material advantage?


Exercise 151
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White played 1.♕e2, planning, by means of ♖fc1, to exploit the weakness of the point c6. Is this move good?


Exercise 152
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Is Black’s position:

A) equal;

B) winning;

C) better?


Exercise 153
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) worse?

What should he play:

A) 1.♔e3;

B) 1.a5;

C) 1.♗e2 ?


Exercise 154
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Is White’s position:

A) equal;

B) hopeless;

C) better?


Exercise 155
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 156
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) equal;

C) winning?


Exercise 157
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 158
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 159
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 160
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 161
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) worse?


Exercise 162
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 163
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Can White play 1.♗xf7+ ?


Exercise 164
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Is White’s position:

A) equal;

B) winning?


Exercise 165
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 166
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Can White play 25.♘xb6 ?


Exercise 167
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Can Black open the game to his advantage with 24…e5 ?


Exercise 168
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Is White’s position:

A) worse;

B) equal;

C) hopeless?


Exercise 169
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 170
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 171
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 172

[image: Images]



Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 173
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What should Black play:

A) 8…♘h5;

B) 8…♗b7;

C) 8…♘c6 ?


Exercise 174
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 175
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White played 18.♕f4. This continuation leads to:

A) an advantage for White;

B) an advantage for Black;

C) an equal position?


Exercise 176
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 48…♗d5;

B) 48…♗e6;

C) 48…♗d3 ?


Exercise 177
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) worse?


Exercise 178
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) hopeless?


Exercise 179
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 180
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) equal?


Exercise 181
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Find the strongest continuation.


Exercise 182
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How should White realise his advantage?


Exercise 183
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 184
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) equal?


Exercise 185
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

Which continuation would you prefer:

A) 29…b5;

B) 29…♖e8;

C) 29…f5 ?


Exercise 186
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What would you play:

A) 23…♗xc3;

B) 23…e5;

C) 23…♕h5 ?


Exercise 187
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Is Black’s position:

A) equal;

B) winning;

C) worse?

What should he play:

A) 32…♔f7;

B) 32…♔h7 ?


Exercise 188
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 189
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How should White continue?


Exercise 190
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning?


Exercise 191
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White played 29.♗xd5. This move leads to:

A) equality;

B) defeat;

C) victory?


Exercise 192
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 193
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 194
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

How should he continue:

A) 31.♕c4;

B) 31.♕c2;

C) 31.h3 ?


Exercise 195
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) worse;

C) equal?

Assess the continuations:

A) 56.♔d4;

B) 56.♘a4;

C) 56.♘b5;

D) 56.d6+.


Exercise 196
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 197
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How can White realise his advantage?


Exercise 198
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 199
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 200
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 201
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 202
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Is White’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) equal;

C) winning?


Exercise 203
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Is Black’s position:

A) worse;

B) hopeless;

C) equal?


Exercise 204
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal;

D) unclear?


Exercise 205
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 1…♕c7;

B) 1…♖e7 ?


Exercise 206
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Is White’s position:

A) equal;

B) hopeless?


Exercise 207
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 1.♕d3;

B) 1.♘xf6+;

C) 1.♘c3 ?


Exercise 208
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Is White’s position:

A) equal;

B) worse;

C) hopeless?


Exercise 209
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) the game is unclear?


Exercise 210
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 211
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) equal?

What should he play:

A) 47…♖xd5+;

B) 47…♘e3;

C) 47…♘e1 ?


Exercise 212
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Is Black’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) equal;

C) better?


Exercise 213
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How can White realise his material advantage?


Exercise 214
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Is Black’s position:

A) winning;

B) equal;

C) better?


Exercise 215
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 216
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 217
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 218
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Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) winning;

C) equal?


Exercise 219

[image: Images]



Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 220
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Can Black play 27…♕xb2 ?


Exercise 221
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Is White’s position:

A) hopeless;

B) equal;

C) winning?


Exercise 222
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Is White’s position:

A) winning;

B) better;

C) equal?


Exercise 223
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Is Black’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?


Exercise 224

[image: Images]



Is White’s position:

A) better;

B) worse;

C) equal?






Solutions

Solution 1

[image: Images]



Thanks to the disconnected enemy forces and the weakened position of his king, White has a large advantage. An uncastled king usually becomes a good object of attack.

In the game L.Guliev-Aroshidze (Adana 2006) followed

22.♖f5!

Winning an important tempo for the queen to break through into the enemy camp. It is clear that the position is hopeless after 22…♗xf5 23.exf5, and if the rook retreats, White decides things with ♖e1.

22…♕c3 23.♕a7 ♖c8 24.♕xa5 ♕b2

Of course, exchanging queens and heading to the endgame is hardly to Black’s taste.

25.♖d2 ♕d4 26.♖ff2 ♖g5 27.♕a3 ♖h5 28.♗f1 ♕xe4 29.♕xd6

And White’s advantage is close to decisive.

Conclusion: If the enemy king is stuck in the centre, try to open central lines.

The game was lost because, at a certain moment, the defender was unable to keep up with his opponent in the speed of regrouping his forces. – Aron Nimzowitsch


Solution 2

[image: Images]



A minute weakness can sometimes take over one’s mind! In chess, this can be very costly. Here Black should have played 12…♘e8 or 12…♕e7, defending the d6-pawn and retaining a satisfactory position.

In the game S.Guliev-Nikitin (Voroshilovgrad 1989) Black did not want to settle for a quiet defence and instead chose an ‘active’ move:

12…♘b6?

but after

13.♘xd6! ♗g4 14.a5 ♕xd6 15.♗f4 ♕d8 16.♗xb8 ♕xb8 17.axb6

White had a winning position.

Conclusion: Look carefully for possibilities of establishing a pin!

In nature, the opposite causes often produce the same actions: the horse equally falls
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