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INTRODUCTION





"POP QUIZ, HOTSHOT.


Remember when crazed bomber Dennis Hopper tossed that line at Keanu Reeves in the great thriller Speed? Well, now its your turn.


Actually, those words take most of us back to our school days. And they may still turn your blood cold and make you weak in the knees. Whenever my teachers said, Okay, class, clear off your desks. Time for a quiz, beads of sweat formed on my brow. It was a moment of pure dreadunless it was a spelling quiz. For some reason, I was always a good speller.


But the truth isand this may be a bit of a jolt coming from the author of more than twenty Dont Know Much About books for adults and kidsI was not a great student. When I was a little boy, no matter how hard I tried, I couldnt sit still in school. Each day, from the get-go of opening bell, I fidgeted and squirmed at my desk, watching the clock and waiting for three oclock to roll around so that I could hit the playground and ride my bike. I hated textbooks, fought with fractions, and got stomachaches at the simple thought of taking a test.


But heres the odd partI liked learning and knowing stuff. I was extremely curious. I loved doing crossword puzzles and word games, like the Jumbles in the newspaper, as well as watching game shows that let me test my knowledge. The original daytime Jeopardy!, with Art Fleming and Don Pardo, was a sick day favorite.


And I loved to read. My bed was always full of booksfrom the Golden Books I had as a small child to a series of biographies of famous people as children I discovered and read over and over again. I remember getting an encyclopedia on the installment plan, picking up a new section each week where it was sold in the local supermarket, and putting it into an enormous ring binder.


The trip to the public library in town was practically a ritual each week, and I remember the awe I felt when I moved from the childrens room on the ground floor to the majestic marbled adult room upstairs. Whether I was at home or away at summer camp, I ate up comic strips and comic books, everything from Batman and Dare Devil to the Green Lantern and the Fantastic Four. I was also a devoted cereal box reader and always imagined that Battle Creek, Michigan must be such an interesting place. And I loved to spread out a map on my lap in the backseat during family trips to places like Gettysburg and Fort Ticonderoga, where I came to see that history wasnt about memorizing dates and speeches, but about real people doing real things in real places.


In other words, learning wasnt what I hatedjust the boring way it was usually dished out in school.


Maybe thats why I grew up wanting to make learning fun. When I began to write, I set out to create the kinds of books I wanted to read, and my Dont Know Much About series for adults was born out of my personal curiosity and a passion for American history. From there, I moved on to other subjects that have fascinated me since I was younggeography, religion, astronomy, and mythology. Rejecting the widely held notion that these are the boring requirements of high school, I always attempted to make these subjects relevant by connecting them to everyday life. Eventually I branched out into books for children and wrote about the presidents, fifty states, the solar system, mummies, world myths, and significant people, among other topics.


But my goal was always the same. And it was simpleto make sure no ones eyes glazed over when they turned the pages. My approach was to ask offbeat questions, bust myths, and bring to light little-known facts that made readers say, I never heard that. Why didnt they tell us that in school!


A few years ago, when I became a contributing editor of USA Weekend, I was offered a dream assignmentto construct weekly quizzes on lots of different topics. For me, this was an invitation to conspire with readers like myself who groaned when the teacher said, Okay, class. Put down your pencils. Times up.


These quizzes cover a wide gamut of subjects, but I dont think they are trivia. Id like to believe that anything that is worth knowing is not trivial. So to enjoy this book, all you need is curiosity. No thinking caps, stopwatches, or #2 pencils allowed. And no final grades either. My hope is to get you to agree with the poet William Butler Yeats who said, Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.


If you think you dont know much about anything, but youd like to learn, then welcome aboard.


Youve come to the right place, Hotshot.
















FAMOUS PEOPLE





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT

Benjamin Franklin


HAD HE ONLY INVENTED bifocals and the stove bearing his name, he would have been notable. If he had only experimented with electricity and charted the Gulf Stream, he would have been a giant of science. If he had only helped draft the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, he would have been a legend. But Benjamin Franklin did all of these thingsand much more. Americas first true international celebrity, Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston on January 17, 1706, the fifteenth child in a family of seventeen children, the son of a soap and candle maker. In a remarkable life, Franklin became wealthy, famous, and one of the most important Founding Fathers. When he died at the age of eighty-four on April 17, 1790, nearly twenty thousand admirers attended his funeral. What else do you know about this unique man who helped invent America?




	1. Franklin was the only person to sign the four key documents that created America. What are they?


	2. Which office did Franklins illegitimate son hold?


	3. What did Franklin produce every year for twenty-five years?


	4. What did his famous kite experiment prove?


	5. What was his greatest accomplishment during the Revolutionary War?


	6. Franklin preferred what animal as Americas symbol?


	7. What was Franklins final public role?





ANSWERS




	1. The Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of Alliance with France, the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain, and the Constitution of the United States.


	2. Loyal to England, William Franklin became the Royal Governor of New Jersey. During the Revolutionary War, he was arrested and later went to London.


	3. He wrote and published Poor Richards Almanac from 1733 to 1758. Its fame rests on the wit and wisdom that Franklin scattered through each issue.


	4. In 1752, he flew a homemade kite during a thunderstorm accompanied by his son William. Franklin proved that lightning is electricity. Then he invented the lightning rod.


	5. As a commissioner sent to represent the United States in France, Franklin got the French to join the war against England. Their aid was crucial to America winning its independence.


	6. In what may have been his only bad idea, he preferred the turkey to the eagle, which he thought was a bird of bad moral character.


	7. In 1787, he was elected president of Americas first antislavery society, and his last public act was to sign an appeal to Congress calling for abolition.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Walt Whitman


HE HEARD AMERICA SINGING. And his work has inspired some, bedeviled others (mostly students), and stood as the work of a unique American voice for more than 150 years. In July 1855, a former schoolteacher turned newspaper publisher, Walt Whitman self-published 795 copies of the first edition of twelve of his poems in a book called Leaves of Grass. Over the years, Whitman (18191892) would add many more poems to later editions of the work that may be the most famous American book of poems ever published. Sample a bit of Whitman in this quick quiz.




	1. Where did Whitman attend college?


	2. How did Whitman serve during the Civil War?


	3. What event inspired the poems O Captain! My
Captain! and When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard 
Bloomd?


	4. Why did he lose his government job in 1865?




ANSWERS




	1. He didnt. Born on Long Island, New York, he went to school for about six years before becoming a printers apprentice and was largely self-educated after that.


	2. After his brother was wounded in battle, he became a volunteer nurse, aiding the sick in Washington, D.C., hospitals while working for the Armys paymasters office.


	3. The death of Abraham Lincoln, whom Whitman greatly admired.


	4. He was fired for his poems, which the Secretary of the Interior found offensive, presumably for some of their homosexual themes.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Rosa Parks


HISTORY IS TAUGHT as the record of presidents, kings, and generals. But sometimes it is the extraordinary story of an ordinary person that history must tell. On December 1, 1955, one womans act of defiance changed history. But it wouldnt be fair to call Rosa Parks, who was born in 1913 in Tuskegee, Alabama, and died October 24, 2005 at age ninety-two, an ordinary person. What do you know about this courageous woman who helped spark the civil rights movement that transformed America? Get aboard this quick quiz.




	1. Where and why was Rosa Parks arrested?


	2. Before her arrest, was Rosa Parks involved in the civil rights movement?


	3. How much education did Rosa Parks, the descendant of slaves, receive?


	4. What action did her arrest trigger?


	5. Who was elected president of the organization that ran the boycott?




ANSWERS




	1. She refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a Montgomery, Alabama, bus. A city law required that whites and blacks sit in separate rows. The law also required blacks to leave their seats to make room for white passengers.


	2. Yes. Rosa Parks had become one of the first women to join the Montgomery chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1943, serving as its secretary until 1956. Employed as a seamstress, she lost her job as a result of the boycott and later moved to Detroit.


	3. She attended Alabama State Teachers College.


	4. Her arrest triggered a boycott of the citys segregated bus system that had been planned by local civil rights leaders who were awaiting the right moment. The arrest of Rosa Parks was that moment. For 382 days, thousands of blacks refused to ride Montgomerys buses and the boycott ended when the U.S. Supreme Court declared segregated seating on the citys buses unconstitutional.


	5. A young and unknown Martin Luther King, Jr., then a Baptist minister in Montgomery, was chosen as president, providing his first national stage.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Malcolm X


BLACK NATIONALIST LEADER Malcolm X was assassinated on February 21,1965. The focus of Spike Lees 1992 film starring Denzel Washington, Malcolm X remains one of the most widely admired, yet controversial, African Americans in recent history. The Autobiography of Malcolm X was named one of the Ten Most Important Nonfiction Books of the 20th Century by Time magazine. What do you know about this fiery and charismatic leader?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. He used X as a last name because he was an ex-convict.


	2. In 1964, Malcolm X publicly broke with the Nation of Islam.


	3. His famed Autobiography was written by novelist James Baldwin.


	4. While interested in Africa, Malcolm X never traveled there.


	5. In 1964, he changed his name again after a pilgrimage to Mecca.





ANSWERS




	1. False. He chose X as a way to renounce what he considered a slave name. Born Malcolm Little (1925), he changed his name in 1952 after joining the Nation of Islam, which he learned about while in prison.


	2. True. After helping enlarge the Nation of Islams membership as a highly effective spokesman, Malcolm X left the group in a dispute over leader Elijah Muhammads extramarital affairs.


	3. False. It was a collaboration with journalist Alex Haley, later famous as the author of Roots.


	4. False. He went to Africa four times. After his fourth trip, which included a pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia, he returned to the United States to start the Organization of Afro-American Unity.


	5. True. After a conversion to Orthodox Islam, he chose the name El-Hajj Malik. He also came to believe that interracial brotherhood was possible based on his pilgrimage experience.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Houdini


IN MACHPELAH CEMETERY in Ridgewood, Queens, New York, an annual Halloween vigil traditionally marked the death of Americas most famous magician and escape artist, Harry Houdini, who died on Halloween in 1926. The legend that Houdini will communicate on the anniversary of his death lives on. There are many such legends about the man who was born Ehrich Weiss in Budapest, Hungary, in 1874. Some of those Houdini myths came from Houdini, a 1953 film about his life starring Tony Curtis. What do you know about Americas most famous escape artist? Wiggle out of this quiz.


TRUE OR FALSE?



	1. The son of a rabbi, Houdini planned to follow in his fathers footsteps.


	2. His most famous trick was called the Chinese Water Torture.


	3. Houdini died during a performance.


	4. Houdini was an avid believer in spiritualism.


	5. Houdini and his wife shared a secret coded message that he would try to send her if he died.


	6. In 2007 a relative of Houdinis decided to try to exhume his body.





ANSWERS



	1. False. Although his father was a rabbi in Hungary, young Ehrich Weiss had no such plans. He began doing magic tricks in a dime museum, but gained international fame doing escapes. The name Houdini was a tribute to a famed French magician, Jean Robert-Houdin.


	2. True. Houdini could quickly free himself from apparently escape-proof devices, including leg irons, straitjackets, and milk cans. But his most sensational feat consisted of escaping from an airtight tank filled with water. He had the ability to dislocate both shoulders to free himself.


	3. False. He allegedly died of complications from a burst appendix, not from the Water Torture as the film depicts it.


	4. False. Houdini also became known for criticizing spiritualists who claimed they could communicate with spirits of the dead. He publicly exposed mediums as frauds, causing a rift with his good friend Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes.


	5. True. The message was his way to prove that seances and mediums were frauds. His wife continued to hold seances on Halloween for years after his death, beginning a tradition that still goes on. While these seances are still held every year on Halloween, the famed graveside vigil continued until 2005 when the Machpelah Cemetery director prohibited it because it attracted such large crowds. That year, the date of the vigil was changed to November 16, the date of Houdinis death on the Jewish calendar.


	6. True. A theory that Houdini may have died of foul play resulted in a court action in 2007 to have his body exhumed.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Mother Teresa


SAY THE NAME Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, and you may get blank stares. But Mother Teresa (19101997) gets instant recognition. This Roman Catholic nun, known as the saint of the gutters, received the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize for her work with the poor of Calcutta. What do you know about this woman who has inspired legions of devoted followers, along with considerable criticism and controversy?




	1. Where was Mother Teresa from?


	2. What order did she found?


	3. In 2003, what church honor did she receive?


	4. What honor did she receive from Time magazine?


	5. Why do Noble Prize winners receive their awards on December 10?


	6. What did Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel Prizes, invent?





ANSWERS




	1. She was born in what is now Skopje, Macedonia, and went to India in 1931 where she made her vows, took the name Sister Mary Teresa, and later became an Indian citizen.


	2. In 1950 she was given permission to start the Missionaries of Charity, whose goal was to care for the hungry, naked, and homeless, those shunned by everyone.


	3. Mother Teresa was beatified in 2003, considered a step toward being declared a saint of the Roman Catholic Church, although the required miracle attributed to her has caused considerable controversy.


	4. She was named one of the 100 Most Important People of the 20th Century.


	5. It is the anniversary of the death of Alfred Nobel, who established the prizes in 1901.


	6. The Swiss chemist invented dynamite, patented in 1867. It made him very wealthy and he decided to use his money to reward achievements that benefited humanity.





DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Michelangelo


FEW PIECES OF ART are as instantly recognizable as David, Michelangelos massive masterpiece. The fourteen-foot statue, carved from a block of marble, was unveiled in Florence, Italy, in 1504. One of the most famous people of his time, Michelangelo (14751564) was a genius as a sculptor, painter, and architect during the Italian Renaissance. What else do you know about one of the most revered artists of all time?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. His first important work was The Piet.


	2. Michelangelo never signed his work.


	3. The completed David was not publicly displayed because of its nudity.


	4. David still stands in Florences central plaza.


	5. It was illegal for artists to study anatomy in Michelangelos time.


	6. He painted his most famous work, the Sistine Chapel, while lying on his back.





ANSWERS



	1. True. At twenty-three, Michelangelo carved a version of the dead Christ in the lap of the mourning Virgin Mary. This statue, now in St. Peters Basilica in Rome, established him as a leading sculptor. Vandalized in 1972, it has been restored.


	2. False. After another artist was given credit for The Piet, Michelangelo chiseled his name into it, but regretted doing so and vowed he would never sign another piece of art.


	3. False. The Florentines placed this great work of art in their main public square and it became a source of civic pride. Over time, some copies and reproductions have been made with a strategic fig leaf.


	4. False. It was moved indoors to protect it in 1873 and a copy took its place in the plaza in 1882.


	5. True. The Church prohibited the study of cadavers, but


	Michelangelo secretly arranged to do so in exchange for a piece of sculpture.


	6. False. Michelangelo began the ceiling in 1508 and completed it in 1512, applying the paint to damp plaster and working quickly before the plaster dried, a technique called fresco. He painted the ceiling standing up on scaffolding, not lying on his back, as widely believed.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Young George Washington


YOU CARRY HIM in your pocket every day. But how much do you really know about the man whose stern face graces the dollar bill and quarter? George Washington was one of the most fascinating, if contradictory, men in American history. Born to a tobacco planter on February 22, 1732, Washington seemed an unlikely candidate for national hero as a young man. If cherry trees and axes are all you remember about the first president and his boyhood, then take a whack at this quick quiz.


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. Washingtons father died when he was eleven.


	2. Like Thomas Jefferson, Washington attended the College of William & Mary.


	3. Washington was a math whiz.


	4. Washington made up the cherry tree story himself.


	5. Washingtons false teeth were made of wood.





ANSWERS




	1. True. At the time, George inherited a small farm and ten slaves. Three years later, he went to live with his older half brother Lawrence at the Mount Vernon plantation. His relationship with his mother was distant, and as an adult he never introduced her to his wife or invited her to his home.


	2. False. Washington did not attend college and had very little formal education.


	3. True. He supposedly loved to count windowpanes and could calculate the number of seeds in a bag of clover. His mathematical skill was one of the reasons he became a surveyor in his teens.


	4. False. The story of chopping down the tree was invented after Washingtons death by Mason Weems, who wrote a fictionalized biography of Washington meant as a moral lesson for children.


	5. False. By the time he became president, Washington had only one of his own teeth left. But he had several sets of false ones made from cows teeth, hippopotamus ivory, and even human teeth.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Dr. Spock


TRUST YOURSELF. You know more than you think you do. That simple advice started a revolution. It was the opening of Dr. Benjamin Spocks Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care, the book that raised Americas baby boomers. Doling out advice on everything from fevers to thumb sucking, Spock was one of the most influential and sometimes controversial figures in twentieth-century America. Born on May 2, 1903, in New Haven, Connecticut, Spock died in 1998, having left his mark on several generations of American children. What else do you know about Americas pediatrician?


TRUE OR FALSE?




	1. After the Bible, Dr. Spocks parenting guide is the best-selling book in history.


	2. When first published in 1946, Spocks book cost twenty-five cents.


	3. A Yale graduate, Spock was also a world class sprinter.


	4. In the 1960s, Spock was jailed for his antiwar views.


	5. Before Spock, Americas leading child care manual advised, Never kiss your children.




ANSWERS



	1. True. The Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care has sold more than 50 million copies and has been translated into thirty-nine languages. Revised many times since 1946, the title was later shortened to Baby and Child Care.


	2. True. In those days, all paperback books cost a quarter and its accessibility and low price helped boost sales.


	3. False. A Yale man, he did win a gold medal as a member of a rowing crew in the 1924 Olympics.


	4. False. Spock opposed United States involvement in the Vietnam War and, in 1968, was convicted on charges of conspiring to counsel young men to avoid the military draft. But he appealed the verdict and in 1969 his conviction was reversed.


	5. True. John B. Watsons Psychological Care of Infant and Child contained such stern rules and was used widely in American hospitals.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Gandhi


ON JANUARY 30, 1948, the life of one of the worlds most peaceful men ended sadly in violence. At the age of seventy-eight, Mohandas Gandhi, one of the foremost political leaders of the twentieth century, was assassinated on that day. Gandhi had led India to freedom from British control in 1947, using unique methods of nonviolence, and he is honored as the father of the country. Albert Einstein said of Gandhi: Generations to come will scarcely believe that such a one as this walked the earth in flesh and blood. What do you know about this martyr for peace and tolerance?



	1. Why was Gandhi also known as Mahatma?


	2. Which famous nineteenth-century American writer influenced Gandhi?


	3. What did salt have to do with Indias independence?


	4. What was homespun?


	5. Who killed Gandhi?





ANSWERS




	1. People called Gandhi the Mahatma, meaning Great Soul. He believed truth could be known only through tolerance and concern for others.


	2. Gandhi credited Thoreaus famous essay Civil Disobedience as a key influence.


	3. In 1930, Gandhi led hundreds of followers on a march to the sea, where they made salt from seawater in protest against the British Salt Acts, which made it illegal to possess salt not bought from the government.


	4. Around 1920, Gandhi began a program of hand spinning and weaving cotton. He believed this would help make India self-sufficient and challenge the British textile monopoly which took Indias raw cotton and sent it back to India as finished clothing.


	5. In January 1948, Gandhi began a fast, hoping to end the bloodshed among Hindu, Muslim, and other groups. When the groups pledged to stop fighting, Gandhi broke his fast. But while on his way to a meeting, Gandhi was shot by a Hindu fanatic who opposed Gandhis belief in tolerance for all religions.




DONT KNOW MUCH ABOUT


Henry Ford


YOU COULD HAVE any color you wantedas long as it was black. On June 16, 1903, Henry Ford started the Ford Motor Company. Unlike Thomas Edison, Ford was no genius inventor, but he helped transform




	1. Which Ford classic appeared in 1908?


	2. What key innovation did Ford introduce?


	3. In 1914, what shocking change did Ford make for his workers?


	4. For what political views was Ford later criticized?


	5. What did Ford and his son, Edsel, set up in 1936?








	1. The Model T, which became Fords only model. A simple car that large numbers of people could buy, the car changed little over the years, and, from 1914 to 1925, came only in black. By 1927, Ford sold more than 15 million Model Ts.


	2. To lower the $825 price, which was too high for most Americans, the company created the assembly line method. Conveyor belts brought parts to workers and each worker performed a particular task, such as adding or tightening a part, instead of completing a car. Production costs fell and the price of a Model T dropped to $550 in 1913 and $290 by 1924, putting the automobile within reach of the average family.


	3. He raised the daily minimum wage to $5, more than twice what most workers then earned. He also reduced the workday from nine to eight hours and introduced a profit-sharing plan. Ford wanted workers who could afford to buy his cars, but he also opposed unions and fought hard against attempts to organize his workers.


	4. An anti-Semite and isolationist, Ford made many statements critical of Jews and opposed American involvement in World War II.


	5. The Ford Foundation, one of the worlds largest charitable foundations, which gives grants for education, research, and development.












	1. And fired the shot heard round the world may be Emersons most famous line of poetry. What event did it commemorate?


	2. What famous writer known for civil disobedience once worked as Emersons handyman?


	3. Fill in the blank: In one famous essay, Emerson wrote, A _________ _________ is the hobgoblin of little minds.


	4. In Self-Reliance, he wrote Whoso would be a man, must be a _____________.


	5. A former minister, Emerson originated a religious philosophy. What was it?









	1. The Concord Hymn: Sung at the Completion of the Battle Monument, July 4, 1837, was composed in 1836, sixty years after the battles of Concord and Lexington that started the American Revolution on April 19, 1775.


	2. Henry David Thoreau, who graduated from Harvard and met Emerson, who encouraged him to write, gave him useful criticism, and employed him as a gardener.


	3. The missing words are foolish consistency from the essay Self-Reliance.


	4. Nonconformist.


	5. Transcendentalism. He favored a new religion founded in nature and fulfilled by direct, mystical intuition of God. Transcendentalists believed that organized Christian churches interfered with the relationship between a person and God.














	1. Tolkien was a mathematician and code breaker at Cambridge University.


	2. Tolkiens first book about Middle-Earth was called The Silmarillion.


	3. The short, hairy-footed creatures called hobbits first appeared in The Hobbit (1937).


	4. Written largely during World War II, The Lord of the Rings was not published until after Tolkiens death.


	5. Before the recent hit films, there were two other screen adaptations of Tolkiens work.


	6. Tolkien was a member of a well-known singing group called The Inklings.









	1. False. Born in South Africa of English parents, Tolkien taught medieval languages and literature at Oxford University in England from 1925 to 1959. His hobbit stories were greatly influenced by medieval English, German, and Scandinavian language and legends.


	2. True. In 1917, Tolkien began to write The Silmarillion, a history of Middle-Earth before the hobbits appeared, but he died before completing it. His son Christopher completed the novel, published in 1977.


	3. True. In The Hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit, discovers the famous ring that conveys the power of invisibility but also corrupts the user.


	4. False. The book was broken into three novels. The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers appeared in 1954 and The Return of the King in 1955.


	5. True. Animated versions of The Hobbit and the first portion of The Lord of the Rings were made in the 1970s.


	6. False. The Inklings were a group of Oxford writers specializing in fantasy, which also included C. S. Lewis.













	1. Did Sitting Bull kill Custer?


	2. What happened to Sitting Bull after Little Bighorn?


	3. After his surrender, how did Sitting Bull earn a living?


	4. Who were the Ghost Dancers?









	1. No. That was the popular myth at the time, but Sitting Bull did not even fight in the battle. Sitting Bull acted only as the leading holy man in the preparations for the battle. The year before, he had received a vision that all his enemies would be delivered into his hands. The Indians were led in battle by Crazy Horse and Chief Gall.


	2. After the battle, Sitting Bull and his followers were driven into Canada, which they knew as Grandmothers Land, for Queen Victoria, where they were permitted to live and hunt buffalo.


	3. He briefly farmed and raised cattle, but was more famous when he became the star attraction in Buffalo Bill Codys Wild West Show, which toured America in 1885.


	4. In 1890, Sitting Bull helped revive the Ghost Dance, a tribal religion that proclaimed that the Indians would recover their lost lands. The U.S. government thought this was an attempt to renew the Indian wars, and sent half the army to the reservations. When some Indian reservation police were sent to arrest Sitting Bull, he and his son were shot and killed.















	1. Elizabeths fifty-plus years on the throne are the longest reign for a British Queen.


	2. The Queen or any English monarch can still overrule the Parliament.


	3. During her reign, there have been eleven different prime ministers.


	4. No Pope has visited Britain since the Protestant Reformation.


	5. The royal name Windsor was made up in 1917.








	1. False. Queen Victoria ruled for sixty-three years, the longest of any British monarch.


	2. False. The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. Queen Elizabeth II is the head of state, but the prime minister is the head of the government and Parliament is the chief lawmaking body.


	3. True. The first was Winston Churchill. Prime Minister Tony Blair, the tenth, was the first born during Elizabeths reign.


	4. False. In 1982, Pope John Paul II became the first to go to Britain in 450 years.


	5. True. Windsor, the name of the present royal family, was adopted in 1917, and was taken from Windsor Castle, a royal residence. It was chosen to replace Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, which was abandoned during World War I because of its German origin. In 1960, Queen Elizabeth II announced that future generations, except for princes and princesses, will bear the name Mountbatten-Windsor in honor of her husband, Philip Mountbatten.












	1. Where was Anne Frank born?


	2. Where did Anne and her family hide?


	3. How were they discovered?


	4. What happened to Anne Frank?


	5. How many copies of the book in how many languages have been sold?









	1. In Frankfurt, Germany, on June 12, 1929. She and her family moved to the Netherlands in 1933 after the Nazis began to persecute Jews.


	2. In 1942, during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, her family, along with several other people, hid in a secret annex behind the Amsterdam office of her fathers business. They were aided by loyal employees of Annes father.


	3. Two years later, the family was betrayed by an anonymous caller and arrested.


	4. Anne died of typhus in 1945 in the Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration camp.


	5. Since it was first published in 1947, the book has been translated into more than sixty-five languages and has sold more than 20 million copies worldwide. In 1995, a complete and uncut version was published revealing Anne Franks more intimate thoughts, which had been edited out of the diary by her father.












	1. What famous American inventor advised Helens father to seek help at Bostons Perkins Institution for the Blind?


	2. What college did Helen Keller attend?


	3. How did Helen Keller listen to people?


	4. In the 1962 film of Helens story, The Miracle Worker, Helen was played by Patty Duke, who won an Oscar, and Anne Bancroft portrayed Anne Sullivan. Who played the Sullivan role in a 1979 television remake?









	1. Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, whose wife was also hearing impaired.


	2. She went to Radcliffe in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1904 with honors. Sullivan assisted her through her college years, interpreting lectures.


	3. She read lips by touching the lips and throat of people as they spoke.


	4. Patty Duke. The role of Helen was taken by Melissa Gilbert.












	1. What law school did Lincoln attend?


	2. What military experience did wartime President Lincoln have?


	3. What did the Emancipation Proclamation actually do?


	4. How many children did Lincoln have?









	1. None. Lincoln estimated he had about one year of formal schooling. Passing the bar in Illinois only required evidence of moral character and an enrollment by a clerk of the State Supreme Court, although Lincoln was well read in the law.


	2. He served briefly as a volunteer in the Black Hawk War of 1832, but saw no action except for fighting mosquitoes in an onion patch.


	3. It did not free all the slaves. It freed only those slaves in Confederate territory not under Union control. Full emancipation came with the passage of the 13th Amendment.


	4. Three sons survived infancy. Robert Todd, who became a prominent businessman; Willie, who died at twelve, the only presidents child to die in the White House; and Tad, who died at eighteen, five years after his fathers assassination.














	1. In 1928, Earhart became the first woman to fly a plane across the Atlantic.


	2. In 1929, Earhart organized a race for women pilots called The Powder-Puff Derby.


	3. The remains of Earhart and Noonan were never discovered.


	4. It is now known that Earhart was shot down and captured by the Japanese while on a secret spy mission.








	1. False. Her first transatlantic flight in 1928 was as a passenger. She became the first woman to cross the Atlantic solo in 1932, exactly five years after Charles Lindbergh had accomplished that feat.


	2. True. It was a cross-country air race, and humorist Will Rogers gave it the name, which stuck.


	3. True. Although there have been reports of bones found on a remote island, these rumors were never substantiated. Earharts final radio report came over the Pacific, after she left New Guinea, halfway through her globe-circling trip. Most historians believe that Earhart and Noonan crashed into the Pacific Ocean and did not survive.


	4. False. Although this scenario has been suggested, there is no evidence to support it.















	1. Edison received his first patent in 1868 for a vote counter intended to speed up proceedings in Congress.


	2. Edisons first successful invention was the stock ticker.


	3. The discovery of the carbon light filament was the result of a lab accident.


	4. In December 1877, Edison produced the first phonograph.








	1. True. It was rejected because members of Congress felt that slow votes had some advantages.


	2. True. In 1869, Edison sold his stock quote device to a Wall Street firm for $40,000, then a sizable fortune, and used the money to set up the worlds first industrial research laboratory.


	3. False. Edison and his team had patiently tested six thousand different filament materials before hitting on carbonized thread.


	4. True. His phonograph was patented on December 15, 1877. He would later combine this invention with his kinetoscope to develop the motion picture projector.












	1. What was Einsteins job when he published his 1905 paper containing the special theory of relativity?


	2. What does the c in E=mc2 mean?


	3. Why did Einstein come to America in 1933?


	4. What did a 1939 Einstein letter to President Roosevelt inspire?


	5. What dimension did Einstein add to the three dimensions of classical geometry?









	1. He was a clerk in the Swiss patent office where he had worked since 1902. His first academic post did not come until 1909.


	2. The velocity of light. The equation, which anticipated the splitting of the atom, means that the energy (E) in matter equals its mass (m) times the square of the velocity of light.


	3. Einstein, who was Jewish, left Germany when Hitler came to power.


	4. The Manhattan Project, which developed the first atomic bomb.


	5. Time, often described in modern physics as space-time.
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