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  Preface



Preface to the Second Edition




Books sometimes teach their readers. Occasionally, readers teach the author. When the first edition of  ‘One Earth, One Humanity’ was published, I expected disagreement. The ideas explored in these pages challenge assumptions that many of us inherit from birth. What I did not fully anticipate was how often people would react before reading the book itself. Some rejected the message after seeing only the title. Others assumed the book was advocating the immediate abolition of nations, cultures, or borders. Many interpreted it through the lens of current political debates about immigration, identity, and globalisation. A few responded with curiosity. Many responded with concern. Those reactions became part of the journey. They revealed something important. Before we can have a meaningful conversation about humanity’s future, we must first understand why certain ideas provoke such strong emotions. We must understand our need for belonging, our fear of uncertainty, our attachment to identity, and our instinct to protect what feels familiar.




This second edition is therefore more than a revision. It is an expansion of the original conversation. The vision at the heart of this book remains unchanged. I still believe that humanity faces challenges that no nation can solve alone. I still believe that our deepest identity is not defined by borders, flags, religions, or ethnic backgrounds, but by our shared humanity. I still believe that cooperation, compassion, and wisdom offer a more hopeful path than division and perpetual conflict. What has changed is the way I approach the discussion.




This edition spends more time exploring the fears, questions, and objections that many readers brought to the first edition. It looks more closely at the psychological roots of nationalism, belonging, and division. It asks difficult questions about identity, migration, security, and sovereignty. It seeks not merely to present a vision, but to understand why that vision is so often resisted.




This book is not a call to erase cultures. It is not a call to abolish identities. It is not a call for uniformity. It is an invitation to consider whether humanity can develop a broader sense of responsibility while preserving the rich diversity that makes our world extraordinary. You do not need to agree with every argument in these pages. All I ask is that you approach them with an open and curious mind. The future belongs to all of us. The conversation about that future should belong to all of us as well.




Zakir Hossain




June, 2026.








  
  
  Introduction

  
  




We live in one of the most connected periods in human history. Information travels across the planet in seconds. Goods move between continents every day. Scientific discoveries are shared globally. Financial systems are intertwined. Environmental changes in one region can affect lives thousands of miles away. Our world has become deeply interconnected. Yet at the same time, many societies are becoming more divided. Political polarisation is increasing. National tensions are rising. Conflicts continue to erupt. Debates about immigration, identity, sovereignty, and belonging dominate public life across many countries. Trust between groups is often fragile. Fear of change is widespread. How did we arrive at this point? And more importantly, where do we go from here?




The central argument of this book begins with a simple observation. Many of the greatest challenges facing humanity no longer fit neatly within national borders. Climate change does not stop at customs checkpoints. Pandemics do not carry passports. Cyber threats do not recognise territorial boundaries. Economic shocks spread through interconnected systems. Artificial intelligence, environmental degradation, resource pressures, and nuclear risks all raise questions that extend beyond individual nations. 




The problems are increasingly global. Our thinking often remains local. This tension lies at the heart of the twenty-first century. For most of human history, group identity played an essential role in survival. Families, tribes, communities, kingdoms, and nations helped people organise, cooperate, and protect themselves. These identities were not meaningless. They emerged for reasons that were often practical and deeply human. But every solution eventually encounters new circumstances.




The question this book explores is not whether nations should disappear, nor whether cultures should be erased. The question is whether humanity can learn to cooperate at a higher level while preserving the diversity that makes human civilisation so rich.




Can we expand our sense of belonging without losing who we are? Can we strengthen global cooperation without weakening local communities? Can we develop a broader human identity alongside our existing identities? These questions are not merely philosophical. They affect how we respond to war, migration, inequality, environmental change, technological disruption, and the future of civilisation itself.




This book does not claim to offer every answer. Instead, it offers an exploration. An exploration of how we arrived at our current moment. An exploration of why division remains so powerful. An exploration of what a more cooperative future might look like. Most importantly, it is an exploration of what it means to be human in an increasingly interconnected world.




The future is not something that happens to us. It is something we help create through the ideas we embrace, the institutions we build, and the stories we tell about ourselves.




The story told in this book is simple. We share one planet. We face many common challenges. And despite our differences, we may have far more in common than we sometimes imagine.




Let us begin.






I

PART ONE: THE WORLD WE THINK WE LIVE IN
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The Illusion of Stability




Most people wake up each morning expecting the world to function. The lights switch on. Water flows from the tap. Food waits on supermarket shelves. Buses arrive. Trains run. Mobile phones connect to networks. Money moves through bank accounts. Packages arrive at front doors. For the overwhelming majority of people in developed societies, stability feels normal. In fact, stability feels so normal that we rarely stop to think about it. We assume the electricity will work tomorrow because it worked yesterday. We assume food will be available next week because it is available today. We assume the systems around us are permanent because they have existed for as long as we can remember. This sense of normality shapes how we see the world. Yet history tells a very different story. Human societies are not naturally stable. They are remarkably fragile. Civilisations rise. Civilisations fall. Empires expand. Empires collapse. Economic systems flourish. Economic systems fail. For thousands of years, people living through periods of apparent stability often believed their world would continue indefinitely. Many were wrong.




Why do we find it so difficult to recognise this?




Part of the answer lies in human psychology. Our brains evolved to focus on immediate concerns rather than distant possibilities. Most of our ancestors did not spend time worrying about global systems, international supply chains, or long-term geopolitical shifts. They focused on finding food, protecting their families, and surviving another day. That tendency remains with us. We are excellent at adapting to the world around us. We are often less skilled at noticing how quickly that world can change. 




Consider a simple question. How many countries contribute to the food on a typical dinner plate? The vegetables may have been grown in one country. The fertiliser may have been produced in another. The fuel used for transport may have originated elsewhere. The machinery used in farming may contain components manufactured across several continents. Even a seemingly ordinary meal may depend on a network stretching around the globe. Most of the time, these connections remain invisible. We notice them only when something goes wrong. A blocked shipping route. A pandemic. A war. A drought. A financial crisis. Suddenly, products disappear from shelves. Prices rise. Supply chains falter. The hidden systems that support everyday life briefly become visible. Then, when normality returns, many of us stop thinking about them once again. 




This pattern raises an important question. How stable is the world we believe we live in?




The twenty-first century has already provided several reminders that stability can be deceptive. The global financial crisis of 2008 began in one part of the financial system but rapidly spread across continents. The Covid-19 pandemic emerged in one location before disrupting daily life across almost every nation on Earth. Conflicts in one region have influenced energy prices, food costs, migration flows, and political debates far beyond their borders. None of these events respected national boundaries. None remained local for long. Why?




Because the modern world is deeply interconnected. The same networks that allow goods, information, technology, and people to move rapidly across the globe also allow disruptions to spread rapidly. Connection creates opportunity. It also creates vulnerability. The more  interconnected humanity becomes, the more difficult it becomes for any nation to isolate itself from global events. A virus does not require a visa. A cyberattack does not stop at customs. Carbon emissions do not recognise territorial borders. Financial panic does not pause at immigration checkpoints. Many of the forces shaping our future operate across borders whether we acknowledge them or not. 




Yet our political thinking often remains rooted in assumptions formed during an earlier age. An age when problems were more local. An age when distance provided protection. An age when events unfolding thousands of miles away could take months to affect everyday life. That world no longer exists. Today, a decision made in one country can influence lives on the other side of the planet within hours. A drought in one region can affect food prices elsewhere. A technological breakthrough can transform industries worldwide. A conflict can trigger economic consequences far beyond the battlefield.




Increasingly, humanity shares not only opportunities but risks. This does not mean nations no longer matter. They do. National governments remain essential institutions. Borders continue to perform important functions. Communities, cultures, and countries provide meaning, belonging, and organisation. But recognising their importance is not the same as believing they can shield us from every challenge. Many of the defining problems of the twenty-first century are larger than any individual nation. To understand why, we must first understand how the world became so interconnected in the first place. That journey begins with a simple observation. The stability we experience  every day is real. But it is not guaranteed. And it may be far more fragile than it appears.
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Why We Need Borders And Why We Fear Losing Them


Mention healthcare, taxation, education, or trade, and people may disagree passionately. Yet the discussion often remains focused on facts, policies, and outcomes. Mention borders, however, and something different happens. The conversation quickly becomes emotional. People who have never met each other may suddenly find themselves arguing about identity, belonging, security, culture, migration, sovereignty, and the future of their country.


Why? Why do borders matter so much?


After all, a border is only a line on a map. At least that is what it appears to be. Yet nobody risks their life crossing a line on a map. Nobody builds walls to protect a line on a map. Nobody goes to war over a line on a map. Clearly,  borders are something more. Much more. For some people, they represent safety. For others, they represent identity. For others, they represent the right to govern their own affairs. For many, they represent home. This is important to understand because discussions about humanity’s future often become trapped before they have properly begun. The moment people hear phrases such as global cooperation,  international governance, or human unity, many immediately imagine the disappearance of borders. And when they imagine the disappearance of borders, they often imagine the disappearance of something else as well. Control. Security. Culture. Community. Belonging. Whether those fears are justified or not is a separate question. The first task is to understand  why they exist. Imagine, for a moment, that you woke up tomorrow and discovered that every border on Earth had disappeared overnight. No immigration systems. No customs controls. No national territories. No passports. No governments responsible for defined geographic areas.


How would you feel?


Some people would find the idea exciting. Others would find it deeply unsettling. Many would probably experience both reactions at the same time. That discomfort is worth examining. Because it reveals something important about human beings. We are not only practical creatures. We are psychological creatures. We need food, shelter, and security. But we also need familiarity. We need belonging. We need a sense of place within a larger story. Most of us know where we come from. We know which town raised us. Which language shaped us. Which traditions surrounded us. Which community helped define who we are. These connections become part of our identity. Often so deeply that we barely notice them. They feel natural. Permanent. Almost invisible. Until they appear threatened. Then we suddenly realise how much they matter. This is not unique to nations. The same thing happens in families. Communities. Religious groups. Neighbourhoods. Sports clubs. People form attachments because attachments provide stability. They help us understand who we are.


Long before there were countries, there were groups. Small groups. Tribes. Bands of hunter-gatherers moving across forests, grasslands, coastlines, and deserts. For most  of human history, survival depended on cooperation within these groups. A lone human being was vulnerable. A group was stronger. The group hunted together. Shared resources together. Protected itself together. Raised children together. Trust mattered. Knowing who belonged mattered. The distinction between friend and stranger mattered. Not because early humans were uniquely suspicious. But because survival often depended upon making those distinctions. A stranger could become a friend. A stranger could also become a threat. The ability to recognise the difference carried obvious advantages. Over thousands of generations, human beings developed powerful instincts around belonging, trust, and group identity. Those instincts did not disappear when civilisation emerged. They evolved. The tribe became the village. The village became the kingdom. The kingdom became the nation. The scale changed. The psychology remained. This helps explain why nationalism can feel so emotionally powerful. 


National identity is not simply an idea taught in schools. It often connects to something much older. The ancient human desire to belong to a larger group. To feel part of a shared story. To know where one fits within the world. This does not mean nationalism is inevitable. Nor does it mean it is always beneficial. But it does mean we should not dismiss it lightly. People rarely abandon identities that provide meaning and security. Modern borders emerged partly from these psychological realities and partly from practical necessities. As populations grew, societies required systems of organisation. Governments needed to know where their authority began and ended. Laws needed jurisdictions. Taxes needed boundaries. Public services needed administrative structures. Borders helped provide those structures. A border defined responsibility.


Which government builds the roads? Which government runs the schools? Which government enforces the laws? Which government responds when disaster strikes? These are not trivial questions. Even people who strongly support international cooperation usually expect someone to  remain responsible for these functions. This is one reason borders  have endured. They are not merely symbols. They are tools of organisation. Without some form of political boundary, modern governance becomes difficult to imagine. Yet borders are not only administrative. They are emotional. A passport is a legal document. But for many people it is also a symbol of belonging. A flag is a piece of cloth. But for many people it represents generations of history, sacrifice, achievement, and memory. National holidays are not simply dates on a calendar. They are stories communities tell about themselves. People become attached to these things because human beings are storytelling creatures. We understand ourselves through narratives. Who are we? Where did we come from? Who are our people? What do we value?


Nations often provide answers to these questions. This helps explain why debates about migration frequently become so intense. Migration is not merely about economics. It is not merely about labour markets. It is not merely about population statistics. For many people, migration raises deeper questions. Will my community change? Will my culture survive? Will familiar traditions disappear? Will my children inherit the same society I inherited? These concerns are often dismissed as ignorance or prejudice. Sometimes prejudice certainly exists. But reducing every concern to prejudice prevents understanding. Many anxieties emerge from a more basic human impulse. The desire for continuity. The desire to preserve what
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