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  Abdullah


All I can see is red. 
Kitchen’s red.
Living room’s red.

Cabinet next in the bloody hallway,
Which was green when I bought
The damn thing, is red.

And I’m red.
Red as a hot chilli.
I can feel steam out my ears,

And she’s there,
Looking like I betrayed her,
When she did me.






  
  Sajida


The lights are a bright white, 
Like pale pearls across sickly sand,
And I enter that light
As I tread through the hall.

And I find him besides the front door,
Staring at me with a hatred
That can’t be faked, no way.
Not in a million years.

I wish to ask him why
But all of a sudden,
Like something else has taken control,
I feel tongue-tied.

And that’s not fine,
Because Abdullah, my husband,
Decides to raise his voice
To unimaginable heights.






  
  Musa


Mum and Dad are arguing again. Can’t say I’m even surprised. This is like the tenth time in the last week, and it’s driving me around the bend. 

There’s a voice in my mind that’s just saying, Why won’t you divorce already? Just get it over and done with so I don’t have to listen.

Because it really is sickening, which is a word Mr. Hayditch taught me. Sickening, which means it can cause you to feel sick.

So that’s what Mum and Dad are, at least to me. Sickening to a tee, and I sit here on my bed, 
feeling lower than a grave. Well, if they’re burying their marriage, then so be it.

As long as they don’t drag me—

“Musa, come here,” Mum shouts.

Well, spoke too soon. Lots of hate to go around.






  
  Mr. Hayditch


I hear the voices again. 
Every time they argue,
My mind goes back to something else.
Something far worse.
When the shouts come,
I am reminded of other shouts,
Shouts of bombs going off,
Shouts of screaming, screaming
Caused to us and screaming we have caused.
Guilt and regret all mesh into one scream
That then wakes me from my sleep.
And here I am, in this dingy old place,
Lying in a puddle of my own sweat.
And their voices shout in the distance,
From the house beside me,
And what floods into my head
Are all those dark memories.






  
  Layla


I’m on the street opposite ‘em. 
And I wish I could knock some sense

Into the both of ‘em.
Cos they both need it.

I’ve been saying it for ages.
Each of yous, take the first step.

Don’t wait for kindness,
Present it to each other.

But hell if they listen
For even a second.

Who am I but the widowed woman,
Middle aged with early wrinkles,

Chatting nonsense from her perch
Like a bird with no wings just yapping?

So I hear their voices again
As I’m fixing a cuppa in the kitchen,

And then the shouts get louder
Than I ever heard before.






  
  Abdullah


My eleven year old son 
Stands like a limp fish
Besides my sorry excuse for a wife.

“Say something, then,” I say,
But I try keep my voice down.
My son's done nothing wrong here.

Maybe apart from siding with his mum.
But I can’t blame him for that.
My wife contorts her face at my words,

Arguments pent up within her.
They’re coiling like springs
And ready to fire like a gun.

“You’re evil,” she says,
“Evil like you got Shaytan in your heart.”
I scoff at that.

“How can you say that
When you don’t even pray
All the time?”

I can tell it’s got to her.
That was the plan after all.
But beyond that I don’t care.

These arguments aren’t to get anywhere.
They’re just back and forths.
Maybe just for the sake of it.






  
  Sajida


He’s attacked me where it hurts, 
Telling me I don’t pray,
Even though he knows the reason why
The lack of prayer affects my life.

After all, I told him my secrets,
And he told me his,
And I want to drag them all out,
Air the dirty laundry.

But then Musa grabs my arm, 
And gently pushes me back
Into the living room.
He shuts the door, then locks it,

Then gives me a glare
And slumps on the settee.
And I don’t have the heart in me
To run out and start round two.

So I have nothing much else to do
Than sit here with a son
Who I can tell hates my guts
Perhaps more than I hate my husband’s.






  
  Musa


I can’t be asked for this anymore. It’s like all the problems of life are just smacking me really hard. Like, have you ever seen the movie Star Wars? I feel like a lightsaber is searing through my bones. 

Well, not much I can do anyway. Not like Mum and Dad are gonna listen to me, their eleven year old son. I just want it to end at some point. At any point. I dunno how long I can live like this, with them arguing every day.

I look over at Mum now, and there’s thinking in her eyes. I dunno what she’s thinking about, or what she’s feeling. I don’t care, really, same way she don’t care about me other than fixing up some dinner and making sure I go to bed.

And that’s pretty much it.

But I can tell there’s something in Mum’s eyes. Some extra plan that she hasn’t told anyone, and maybe this time it’s the straw that’ll break the camel’s back. That’s another phrase Mr. Hayditch taught me. It means that the camel’s carrying so much that even something small can break its bones.

I hope this is that straw. I hope it’s the straw that sucks all this rubbish out my life and actually gives me a good Mum and Dad.

But I look around the bland living room, at the showcase filled with nothing except an old family photo I barely look at. I know I’m just a fool, as Mr. Hayditch would say. A fool for having hope, since hope don’t go nowhere. He’s got a lot of weird thoughts about life, but I never bothered to ask him why.

But I know hope is worth it. Maybe at Mr. Hayditch’s age it isn’t, but I know it is for me. So I can hope for a better Mum and Dad, even if that hope feels bleak.

Even if it means that life’s gonna get worse at first.

Much, much worse.






  
  Layla


My own husband and me used to argue. 
Gosh, it was like throwing matchsticks

At each other. Wouldn’t hurt,
But prickly as hell.

But their arguments,
Not that I want to listen,

Are a lot worse.
Like they really hate each other.

But I know the grass,
On the other side,
 
Ain’t greener, as me mother
Would say to me before I got married.

That it ain’t pretty to be divorced,
Ain’t pretty to be a widow.

It’s hard, and I feel that now.
Despite the arguments,

I miss my beloved Bilal every day,
Every second of every day.

Miss him more than
I miss me old self.






  
  Mr. Hayditch


Trauma’s a strange thing, isn’t it? 
One moment, everything’s fine.
Then, all of a sudden,
Those flashes of the past return.
Like my mind is a well,
And there’s a bucket somewhere
Drawing it all out
At the worst of times.
I remember old Al,
My buddy in the army,
Back in Iraq, when the British deployed.
Al had gotten his legs done in 
By a shot, and I couldn’t save him.
But then I remember who we’re shooting at.
How can I feel bad,
When we were the ones that invaded,
That took over for a false mission?
Trauma upon trauma,
That’s what it is.
Feelings aren’t feelings anymore,
Just one single wayward spiral to death.






  
  Sajida


It’s a week after the argument, 
And I’m in Layla’s house.
She’s one of our neighbours—
The more talkative one, anyway.

Hayditch barely comes out of his house,
Since he’s some sort of recluse.
And whenever he sees me,
He grunts a small hello,

Then hobbles off to 
Wherever he goes,
Though he won’t tell a soul.
Layla’s house is beautiful,

With chandeliers stretching down
Like they’re part of the conversation,
And a lush red carpet,
And the smell of dandelions.

But Layla, at least today, 
Greets me with a glare,
Because she knows my plan,
And she absolutely hates it.
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