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				Having celebrated his 80th birthday in May 2021, with plaudits given around the globe, this influential if enigmatic troubadour-poet has been a’changing with the times since the 1960s when he was the “voice of a generation.” Nobel and Pulitzer prize-winner, musician, painter, author, and actor, the living legend’s words in lyrics, in print, and in real life have inspired, enthralled, provoked, and puzzled generations of fans, literary buffs, musicians, and songwriters—and have been mulled over by academics and artists alike. 

				This collection of quotes has been culled from various interviews, features, books, and documentaries over his 60-year career. Humorous, grave, passionate, fearless, surreal, and contradictory, they consist of a rich tapestry of confessions, admonitions, laments, prophecies, and existential meanderings. Interspersed with fascinating facts, The Little Book of Bob Dylan can only hope to highlight a few of the deep inner thoughts of the man. The only way to get closer is to listen to the music.
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				Despite being notoriously secretive and sometimes downright adversarial, Dylan has opened up over the years, revealing his changing influences, beliefs, interests, and music transformations. In “Dust Bowl Blues” you will get a sense of the early hobo-vagabond Dylan, playing on the streets and coffeehouses of New York and the prolific songwriting that spawned hit after hit. His influences, from Little Richard to Guthrie, Baez to the Band, can be seen in “Friends and Lovers”, while his uneasy relationship with fame and fate is explored in “Bound for Glory”. His ever-evolving career, from folk to electric, country to gospel, is recorded in “A’ Changing” and “Music and the Muse” focuses on the art of writing and performing. “Tomorrow Is a Long Time” takes a look at his ideas about life and legacy.

				Asked if he felt a sense of pride for influencing music history by Tony Glover in his 1971 unpublished interview, Dylan was his usual impenetrable self: “Yeah, really do, really do feel a sense of pride … on one level. On another level, no, it’s nothing at all—of course not.”
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				DUST BOWL BLUES

				From his Duluth upbringing to the New York City Beat scene, via Woody Guthrie folk ballads and 1960s protest songs, this chapter charts the journey from Robert Zimmerman to Bob Dylan.
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				I’m a ‘60s troubadour, a folk-rock relic, a wordsmith from bygone days, a fictitious head of state from a place nobody knows. I’m in the bottomless pit of cultural oblivion.

				Chronicles: Volume One (2004)
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				BOB DYLAN

			

		

		
			
				I traveled with the carnival when I was about 13 years old. All the way up to when I was 19. Every year, off and on, I joined different carnivals.

				One of his many invented backstories, Oscar Brand Radio Show, November 4, 1961
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				I was born in Duluth—industrial town, shipyards, ore docks, grain elevators, mainline train yards, switching yards. It’s on the banks of Lake Superior, built on granite rock. Lot of fog horns, sailors, loggers, storms, blizzards. My mom says there were food shortages, food rationing, hardly any gas, electricity cutting … It was a dark place, even in the light of day.

				Bill Flanagan interview, March 22, 2017
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				You’re born, you know, the wrong names, wrong parents. I mean, that happens. You call yourself what you want to call yourself. This is the land of the free.

				60 Minutes, June 12, 2005
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				Robert Allen Zimmerman first adopted Dillon as a moniker, legally changing his name to Dylan in August 1962. His Hebrew name is Shabtai Zisel ben Avraham and he’s also gone by various sobriquets, including Elston Gunnn, Blind Boy Grunt, Bob Landy, Robert Milkwood Thomas, Tedham Porterhouse, Boo Wilbury, Jack Frost, Sergei Petrov, and even Alias in the film Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid (1973).
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				BOB DYLAN

			

		

		
			
				Some people have many names. I wouldn’t pick a name unless I thought I was that person. Sometimes you are held back by your name. Sometimes there are advantages to having a certain name. Names are labels so we can refer to one another. But deep inside us we don’t have a name. We have no name. I just chose that name [Dylan] and it stuck.

				Playboy, January 24, 1978
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				I’d come from a long ways off and had started from a long ways down. But now destiny was about to manifest itself. I felt like it was looking right at me and nobody else.

				Chronicles: Volume One (2004)
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				BOB DYLAN

			

		

		
			
				Destiny is a feeling you have that you know something about yourself nobody else does. The picture you have in your own mind of what you’re about will come true. It’s a kind of a thing you kind of have to keep to your own self, because it’s a fragile feeling, and you put it out there, then someone will kill it. It’s best to keep that all inside.

				The Bob Dylan Scrapbook: 1956–1966 (2005)
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				Shadow Blasters was his first band, formed in high school in Hibbing, Minnesota, in which he emulated a Little Richard style of banging the piano keys. Next was the Golden Chords, covering Buddy Holly and Eddie Cochran songs for local dances. Rock Boppers followed with an alter ego named Elston Gunnn (with three “n”s), a name under which he secured a gig with Bobby Vee and the Shadows.
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				The thing about rock’n’roll is that for me anyway it wasn’t enough ... the songs weren’t serious or didn’t reflect life in a realistic way. I knew that when I got into folk music, it was more of a serious type of thing. The songs are filled with more despair, more sadness, more triumph, more faith in the supernatural, much deeper feelings.

				Liner notes, Biograph (1985)
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