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        TO MONICA AND ALEJANDRO, 


        FOR THEIR HELP AND AFFECTION. 

      
    

  
    

       

      

        “By their deeds, ye shall know them.” 


         


        MATTHEW 7:16 
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      INTRODUCTION


       


      The title of Tolstoy’s magnificent work War and Peace was my inspiration to write these lines, drawn from my visits as political representative to various incarnations of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) which is now aspiring to become Greater Russia. 


      I have reversed the terms because, firstly, as a founder of the Spanish Constitution, a Spanish Government Minister and later as a Member and President of the European Parliament (EP), peace has always been the guiding principle behind my actions. Today, I continue to work as the Chancellor of UPAZ, established by the UN in Costa Rica with students from five continents, most of them women. 


      Peace and war coexist in a dialectical tension, like health and illness. There is no ideal nirvana state. Creating peace is the work of weavers; it requires willpower, skill and perseverance. The European Union, having won the challenge of changing history on a continent destroyed by world wars, now faces a war of survival. 


      Tolstoy’s story masterfully narrates the desolation of the European continental wars in which strongmen sought to impose their own eternal order. The dream of Napoleon, the Corsican immigrant of Genoese origin, the French revolutionary general who crowned himself Emperor, was to replace the Europe of the ancien régime with a new one in his own image and likeness. There is no question now of fighting over the Bonaparte family’s legacy. Their adventure ended in defeat, starting in Bailén and confirmed at Borodino with exile overseas and the Congress of Vienna in 1814, where the triumphant Tsar Alexander I was guarantor of an attempt to restore the old order. 


      The challenge today is whether to complete the process of building the European Union as a “European Federation,” the stated objective of the Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950, or to stagnate under the stern gaze of the neo-Tsar Putin. Its sphere of influence has shifted with the change of priorities in the United States and the emerging BRICS powers demanding a place at the table. 


      The EU has not been invited to dance at this new Congress of Vienna and must fight for its survival. The touchstone is the war in Ukraine, the great European plain where the fates of Napoleon and Hitler were decided. This essay is based on travel notes taken on the fly, documents and meetings that time, that great sculptor, as Marguerite Yourcenar said, has expanded and revised, and above all on discussions and advice from good and generous people fighting for peace. 


      Enjoy your reading! 
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      FROM MADRID TO...


      

      My first visit to the world of the Soviets was a voyage of discovery in the Madrid of my childhood, catching snatches of conversation, asking questions with no clear answers and interpreting silences with a child’s tactless curiosity. 


      The end of the Second World War saw the dictator Franco switch his support from the Axis forces to the anti-communist crusade. During family meals, people talked about streets whose names no longer matched the signs on them, and there were parts of the city, especially the Ciudad Universitaria, that had almost been wiped out when it was on the front line in the defence of Madrid. 


      Only the bare structure of the Hospital Clínico remained standing, while the Casa de Velázquez was riddled with bullet holes, and the Agricultural Faculty was split into two halves. I began my studies at that university in 1960. It took us nearly seventy years to learn about the tragedies that had taken place within the walls of the Colegio Calasancio where I studied, as narrated in Almudena Grandes’ novel Las tres bodas de Manolita (2014). 


      It had been a checa1 and was used as a prison by both sides. I gradually came to learn about it through the literary accounts of those who had lived through the siege of Madrid, Pablo Neruda, César Vallejo, Rafael Alberti, Arturo Barea, Ernest Hemingway, John Dos Passos, Ilya Erenburg... and above all the testimony of the great Manuel Chaves Nogales in La defensa de Madrid (The Defence
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