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Many years ago I tried to start a ministry that offered motivational, inspirational Christian reading FREE to those most in need of hearing the uplifting message of the Gospel.

I wanted to produce a magazine which would both entertain and lead readers to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. This magazine would be offered free to nursing homes, hospitals and those in prison. 

After two years of trying to launch this ministry I could not get it off the ground for a number of reasons. The cost to produce a physical magazine was the highest hurdle I faced. 

Now here we are many years later and the digital age has allowed me to use my gift of writing to assemble an E-Magazine that contains all the original content ideas I had many years ago. Even though I am unable to provide a hard copy of the magazine, I hope and pray the magazine in this format may grow and allow me to publish and distribute it in paperback.
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Miracle of the Week
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The strange miracle of Padre Pio and the blind girl...

Thanks to Padre Pio, Gemma di Giorgi 

could now see—but she shouldn’t have.

The Christmas of 1939 brought a beautiful gift to the di Giorgi family: a little daughter, whom they christened Gemma. The family delighted in this newest member, although there was something unusual about her eyes...well, no matter.

By the time Gemma was three months old, however, her mother knew that something was definitely wrong with her daughter’s sight. She took the child to a doctor, who performed an examination and gave the di Giorgis grave news: Gemma’s eyes had no pupils. She would never see. The family was devastated.

A nun urged the di Giorgis to seek the intercession of a holy friar who was famous for the miracles granted through his prayers. The friar was part of the Capuchin community in San Giovanni Rotondo. His name was Pio.

A letter was accordingly sent to Padre Pio, telling him sorrowfully of Gemma’s condition and begging for his prayers.

Then one night, the nun dreamt she saw Padre Pio approach her. He said, “Where is Gemma, for whom so many prayers are being offered that it is almost deafening?”

The next day, the sister received a letter from him assuring her of his prayers for Gemma. After this, she urged the di Giorgis to visit Padre Pio in person, with Gemma. The family was unable to make the long journey for years until, at last, Gemma’s grandmother took the seven-year-old child to the Rotondo monastery.

On the way, Gemma confided that she seemed to see some things. Her grandmother thought that perhaps she was imagining it, but they began to pray together for the miracle.

When they at last reached the monastery, the two received the sacrament of confession from the holy friar. In the confessional, Gemma’s grandmother explained about her granddaughter’s eyes. She asked Padre Pio for a miracle.

Gently, he replied, “Do you have faith, my daughter? The child must not weep and neither must you for the child sees, and you know she sees.”

Gemma then received Holy Communion from Padre Pio, who blessed both her eyes with the Sign of the Cross, saying, “Be good and saintly.”

Gemma and her grandmother returned home. And now Gemma was seeing things clearly. Immediately, Gemma’s mother took her to an eye specialist. Gemma’s beautiful eyes still lacked pupils, but there was no denying that she could see.

The doctor examining her stamped his foot. “Without pupils, one cannot see!” he said. “The child sees. It is a miracle!”

Many other doctors came to examine Gemma, and all had to conclude the same thing: inexplicably, her eyes had received the gift of vision as well as any fully formed eyes. She had obtained an outpouring of grace from God through Padre Pio’s intercession. Today he is one of the most popular saints world-wide, and his intercession continues to work miracles. 

Grow closer to this beloved saint by learning more about his life and the miracles he gained for his spiritual children by reading the fascinating book Padre Pio: The True Story. Get your copy today at The Catholic Company!

This story brought to you by...

www.Catholiccompany.com
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The Smile Factor
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Humorous/Inspirational Articles

From the Award-Winning Newspaper Column

of Perk Perkins

Just For Today

The last few months have seemed pretty tough for yours truly. It seems like everyone in the world, except me, doesn’t have their act together. It appears lately I am surrounded by folks who make constant mistakes (that affect me), say stupid things (that affect me) and are constantly trying to make my life miserable. Joy stealers...folks are stealing my joy and I can’t seem to make them see the errors of their ways! Why is everybody doing the wrong things and I’m the only one doing the right things? Anyone?

Well, when I awoke this morning, still under the realization I am being persecuted by all living things, I decided...no, not today. Today I am taking a break. I am taking a one-day vacation from life and its problems. I am going to let all the issues and bad situations of the world pass through me and on to the next sucker, just for today.

So I decided, just for today, instead of grumbling hello, I am going to smile at the lady at Starbucks who gives me my delicious coffee every morning, tell her good morning and ask her how she is doing. And I did, this one time. Just for today. She gave me the warmest smile I’ve ever seen and it seemed like my coffee tasted better than usual. Weird.

I stopped at the dry cleaners
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