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Taylor sat alongside Yolanda Hadid, Anwar Hadid, Martha Hunt and Lewis Hamilton in the front row of the Tommy Hilfiger show during New York Fashion Week on September 9, 2016.






Introduction

Since releasing her first single – “Tim McGraw” – in 2006, Taylor Swift has proved the power of a pop star can go well beyond catchy songs and sold-out stadium tours. The Pennsylvania native would go on to build a career unlike anyone had seen before. Between record-breaking sales, high-profile legal cases (to maintain ownership over her music) and press scrutiny for romantic choices in her personal life, the singer-songwriter has come to use clothing as a communication tool in a way that adds a whole new layer to her fashion expression.

Born to Andrea and Scott Swift on December 13, 1989, Taylor Alison Swift’s early years would resemble the lives of many middle-class Americans, spending much of her time running about the Christmas tree farm surrounding her home. She would reportedly write her first song at age eight as an outlet to channel frustration with feeling rejected by her peers in her class, sharing in a 2008 interview with Women’s Health, “It’s my way of coping [...] I write when I’m frustrated, angry, or confused. I’ve figured out a way to filter all of that into something good.”
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A young Taylor sings the US National Anthem at the Detroit Pistons against the Philadelphia 76ers game in April 2002.
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Baby photos and sentimental pieces are displayed in a glass case at “The Taylor Swift Experience” at the GRAMMY Museum, Los Angeles, on December 12, 2014.
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A candid shot of five-year-old Taylor is shown to visitors of 2014 exhibition, “The Taylor Swift Experience” at the GRAMMY Museum, LA.



Maintaining relatability to millions of fans across the globe while sporting custom Oscar de la Renta gowns on the red carpet and bejewelled bodysuits on stage is no easy feat. But Taylor Swift has managed to do just that (and it’s arguably one of the reasons why her fans love her so much). And love her they very much do. Passionate “Swifties” have managed to cause an actual earthquake, after all.

When off the clock, Ms Swift’s apparel choices would follow an evolution not unlike that of many young women across the world, experimenting with different looks, often comprised of high-street labels paired with more statement luxury touches. As her original fanbase grew up, so too did Taylor. And with playful “Easter eggs” (hints at messages, often related to her next music releases), the American songstress’s looks were often as intriguing to fans as the lyrics to her songs.

Though supported by long-time stylist Joseph Cassell Falconer, Taylor has demonstrated her unique ability to steer her looks based on her preferences, reducing the risk of coming across as an overly curated product of the industry. New York Times writer Vanessa Friedman touched on this aspect of the star’s success as a fashion icon, sharing, “Ms. Swift (with her stylist Joseph Cassell Falconer) has been her own wardrobe mistress, and her fans, many of whom show up dressed as their favorite Taylor, can relate.”

As Taylor grows and evolves as an artist, fans and pop culture continue to be influenced both by what she communicates through her music and her wardrobe choices – and we’re here for the ride.
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The country girl next door

Taylor Swift (2006)

When the 15-year-old teen from small-town Pennsylvania signed her first contract with Sony Records in 2005, the thought of becoming a fashion icon was likely far from Taylor Swift’s mind. Her wardrobe was pretty relatable for many teens her age at the time. The noughties was a decade of slouchy beanies, ruffle minidresses, pointed boots and headbands galore. And according to early promo shots of Taylor during this time, she was well and truly a lover of the trends. Her larger-than-life blonde curls could be seen draped down her graphic tees, worn with the quintessential low-rise blue jeans. Make-up staples included the famous shimmering cream eyeshadow that had a serious grip on many teen girls at the time, worn alongside some very Y2K stick-on gems worn around her eyes in the video for “Teardrops On My Guitar”. And, of course, a tube of pink lip gloss was never far from Taylor’s make-up bag. These looks demonstrated her relatability as the singer-songwriter girl next door.
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Taylor attends the 41st annual Academy of Country Music Awards (ACM) held at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on May 23, 2006 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Long-time fans of Taylor will remember when the star couldn’t get enough of custom cowboy boots like the ones pictured here during a 2007 performance in Las Vegas, Nevada.






“Style is such a personal thing; it’s your way to be an individual.”

TAYLOR SWIFT
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Taylor wearing one of her earlier trademark-style pairings of a boho sundress and cowboy boots as she performs in Kansas City in May 2007.



By 2006, Taylor’s fame was quickly building with the launch of her self-titled debut album. She had become a fan favourite on CMT (Country Music Television) and her singles quickly climbed both the charts in the world of Country and Pop. Her MySpace presence was also a key part of her success, with Taylor directly communicating with her fans on the OG social media platform, making them feel as though they were a part of her journey to stardom. Her outfits would also reflect this humility in those early days of her career. Cowboy boots were often a go-to for both red carpets and on-stage performances. Paired with cami minidresses and ringlet curls, these ensembles slowly began to incorporate more eye-catching pieces that leaned into a playful pop princess approach. Considering Taylor was a mere 17, this demonstrated her evolution into a global performer and teen sensation having the time of her life before our very eyes.

Fearless (2008)

By the time of Fearless, her second studio album, launching in 2008, Swift’s presentation was becoming more representative of the stardom she was rapidly gaining. The red-carpet invites were flooding in and her confidence in front of the camera was growing. This sentiment was also reflected in the songwriting on the album, with key themes sitting among fairy tales and romance novels that played out in a way that only a teenage girl’s diary could. Metallics seemed to take over the looks with shimmering fabrics and iridescent features aplenty. But arguably the most important style of this era was the introduction of the twenties-inspired flapper minidress that, throughout her ever-changing style, would become a mainstay in the singer’s wardrobe for the next decade (and beyond).

Matching with her glimmering dresses that helped to define the aesthetic of the Fearless era, many of Swift’s make-up looks also focused on gold tones and shimmering shades that complemented the fairy-tale themes of the album. Her lipstick was kept mostly in the realm of baby pinks and soft mauves – but this would all change while on set for the Allure photo shoot in New York City, February 2009. Gucci Westman, celebrity make-up artist and founder of make-up brand Westman Atelier, was on set that day. She recounts her vision for the look being influenced by the Alberto Vargas pin-up girls of the 1940s, adorned with a stark red lip and pale skin. But the suggestion of lip colour was said to be met with some resistance, Westman telling Insider in a 2023 interview that the attitude was that Taylor “didn’t do red”. Westman claims she had to seek the approval of Andrea Swift (Taylor’s mum) to use the bold colour. It was a risk that would play a key role in the star’s style development and would also go on to influence some of her most iconic songwriting, being referenced in at least seven songs written by her. By September 2009, Taylor would often demonstrate her affinity for the classic shade, even sporting it alongside her head-turning KaufmanFranco dress at the 2009 MTV Music Video Awards (yes, the one when she was interrupted by a certain rapper on stage).
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In August 2009, Taylor took her Fearless tour to New York City, where she wore this shimmering number from Mandalay.
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Taylor sports a white babydoll dress, metallic cowboy boots and a very of-the-time shimmering headband to the 44th annual Academy of Country Music Awards’ Artist of the Decade held at the MGM Grand on April 6, 2009 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Attending the 2009 43rd Annual Country Music Awards in Nashville, Taylor wore a strapless gown from Reem Acra’s Fall 2009 collection.



Speak Now (2010)

The Speak Now era represents a key moment in Swift’s career – not only as a pop star and performer but as an artist in the wider sense. And with that came a wardrobe that saw similar change and growth from her previous looks, which promoted an angelic attitude. The 2010 album was the result of two years of songwriting that she would note as key to her evolution, stating in the notes of the album’s 2023 re-release, “I wanted to get better, to challenge myself, and to build on my skills as a writer, an artist, and a performer.” With Swift herself referring to the tracks as “unfiltered and potent”, the dedication to a more emotional, yet mature approach was also reflected in her fashion choices: sweetheart necklines, Mary Jane heels and that famous scarlet lip came out to tell the world that the young star was growing up.
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Taylor performed at New York’s Madison Square Garden on November 22, 2011. She wore a custom Susan Hilferty dress with a sweetheart neckline and her hair was styled in a bouncy ponytail for a portion of the show.
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Taylor wore a plaid top from Anthropologie alongside knee-high leather boots, a slouchy beanie and a Ralph Lauren saddle bag for a visit to The Late Show With David Letterman at the Ed Sullivan Theater, New York City, on October 26, 2010.



Lilac and bright violet played a key role in defining the look of the Speak Now era, with Taylor opting for a strapless purple chiffon gown by Lebanese designer Reem Acra for the cover shot of the 2010 album release. The re-released version of the album, released in July 2023, would also feature a Reem Acra design, this time in a lighter shade. A key piece of Taylor’s Speak Now 2010 tour wardrobe would be a custom Susan Hilferty halterneck dress that quickly inspired dupes from countless high street brands for Swifties across the globe to cosplay as the big TS herself.

This was the perfect time for Swift to call in the experts when it came to her wardrobe. Though she has always been a fan of dressing up and crafting looks that help her express herself, her stage was becoming bigger by the minute and she needed someone to introduce her to new designers and help shape her image to match the one she envisioned






















Fierce femininity

Red (2012)




































1989 (2014)









































reputation (2017)













Lover (2019)































The queen of cottagecore

folklore/evermore (2020)



































Playful nostalgia

Midnights (2022)
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