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      "Why are you wallowing in self-pity?" Teagan asks as she approaches.

      I exhale a deep sigh.

      "Please tell me." Teagan settles herself against the wall next to me.

      I've been attempting to blend in by concealing myself within Love Between the Pages' bookshelves since I arrived for Book Club. My Christmas spirit has long since vanished.

      "I really need to get a life," I murmur into my glass as I take a big gulp of my drink. Perhaps if I drink enough alcohol, my senses will be dulled enough for me to realize what an idiot I am.

      "Bowie, huh?

      It's not my fault that tears are clinging to my lashes. In fact, it isn't. "I got the impression that he liked me. He has these intense, dark gazes that make my heart race. The next thing you know, he's planning a date with that diva from the big city."

      Teagan wraps her arm around me and gives me a warm hug as she expresses her sympathy. "Silas revealed to Blake that Bowie will not date anyone who works for him."

      I can't help but frown in embarrassment. Why were they discussing dating and Bowie in the first place? I focus my attention on Teagan, who appears to be embarrassed. "Silas came by the house to speak with Blake. I might have asked about his brother."

      "Does everyone know I'm completely obsessed with that idiotic man?"

      “I, um—”

      “Nora!” Tia chuckles. “There you are.”

      I glance around Teagan. "How are you feeling today, Tia?"

      “Busy. Your brother is relentless." My brother is a doctor, and Tia works as a receptionist in his office. Furthermore, Teagan's boyfriend, Blake, is her cousin. Tia is also the sister of Ryker and Kennedy, two people who have lived in Blossom Creek for quite some time.

      One big and happy family.

      While we're following Tia, Teagan murmurs, "I have an idea.  There will be a town Christmas party." Her brows are arched in an unusual manner. "Bowie's brother has cast him in the role of Santa Claus.  I think you'd make an excellent sexy helper for Santa."

      "I don't think so—"

      “Exactly. Attempt not to think. Simply do it."
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      I'm happy to report that the veterinary hospital has had a steady stream of patients so far this morning. The rest of today's schedule is completely booked.

      Every day as a veterinary technician at the Blossom Creek practice, I am presented with incredible opportunities. A vast improvement over working in a crowded city. Silas and Bowie Scott are both experts in their fields. I have no doubt that the fact that they are attractive men contributes to the volume of business that is dragged or carried through the entranceway, at least in part.

      My brother has always told me that I have a big heart. It's probably how I first developed feelings for my boss, Bowie. I can't believe I allowed this to happen to me. The man is an expert at flirting. To begin, he flirted with me. I'm not sure when or why he stopped, but I miss his smiles and the way his lips twitched when he tried to keep his face straight. Those are the things I miss.

      Nothing makes sense to me right now. He's barely out of bed before rushing into his office. When he does speak to me, it is only about business.

      My mind won't let go of the idea Teagan first presented to me. Regardless of how hard I try to shift my focus elsewhere. Santa Claus' sexy sidekick.

      I nervously chew at the corner of my lip and look around to calm my nerves. I'm by myself. My hands tremble as I open a search engine on my computer and look for steamy Santa Claus images.

      As I take in the images displayed on the screen, my mouth drops open in shock. Men in their underwear. They flex their arms to show off their bulging muscles, which are also highlighted in red briefs.

      As someone clears their throat, I suddenly sit up in my chair. In my panic, I press the ESC key to remove the men who were currently visible on the screen. Instead, I end up making one of the images larger.

      I groan and laugh with embarrassment. As I mutter under my breath, I bury my face in my hands and press my forehead against the keyboard.

      From behind me comes a hearty chuckle. Silas mumbles, "Nora, tsk tsk," with a tone of amusement in his voice. "Please allow me."

      I get out of my chair, raise my hands in the air, and wave toward the computer.

      Silas has a grin on his face and his eyes are filled with laughter as he disconnects me from the internet. He makes a small surprise expression before looking at me, his brow furrowing.

      "Uh, I was looking—," I can't finish my sentence.

      "I noticed what you were staring at." He laughs heartily and vigorously.

      "What's all the fuss about?" Bowie scowls as he walks out of his office and looks around the corner.

      "Nothing," I blurt out quickly.

      I take a deep breath in and a slow breath out, hoping that my face will return to normal. "I'm so embarrassed," I mumble to myself as I usher Silas away from my workstation.

      Silas dabs a tissue at his eyes. "I believe you should investigate Nora's browsing history, brother."

      Oh, that vile person.

      Silas gives me a tap on the shoulder. "You've just brightened my day, Nora."

      “Why? Do you enjoy staring at naked men?" I sigh and turn away from him. I'm so embarrassed that I can't even look him in the eyes.

      "Naked men?" wonders Bowie.

      Teagan, you're to blame for everything!

      "Nora," scowls Bowie. "Did you look at naked men on the computer?"

      Silas tries to wipe away the tears that have formed in his eyes from laughter.

      “Will you grow up, Boss!” I mutter to Silas.

      He gives a slight head shake.

      Bowie will not back down. "I'm looking forward to hearing from you, Nora."

      "Oh, for Christ's sake." I am sandwiched between two brothers. "Um," I blush again, "Teagan said I needed a sexy Santa's helper outfit for the town party.  It's possible that I didn't pay attention to what I was typing into the search engine.  I was expecting to see people dressed up rather than men in their underwear." I huff. "Is it possible for me to return to work right now?"

      Silas chuckles and shakes his head as he walks to his office, leaving Bowie standing. Silas is not followed by Bowie. I keep a close eye on him and try to deduce what is going through his mind.

      The man stands about six feet tall and has dark brown hair. Because of the scruff on his face, my thoughts are all over the place. My boss is not only attractive to me, but we also get along well. His interactions with his father and brother indicate that he is a good man. My heart skips a beat whenever I think about how sincerely he cares about the animals in his care.

      Bowie gives me a stern look before losing his cool. "You may not use the computer for personal purposes. Keep that in mind at all times." He gives me the cold shoulder as he slams the door to his office.

      As I wince, my eyes well up with tears.

      He is disgusted with me.
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      I concentrate on controlling my breath while closing my eyes and leaning against the door to my office. Despite my best efforts, all I can see behind my closed eyelids is Nora in a steamy Santa outfit. Her stunning legs would be on full display because the dress she wore would be extremely short.

      Silas has repeatedly told me that I am an idiot for ignoring the woman, even though it’s obvious she likes me. That, however, is not the point. Because I am one of her superiors, asking her out on a date would be inappropriate because it would reflect poorly on my professionalism. Even if she isn't aware of it, my gaze wanders all over her body when she’s not looking.

      This woman completely drives me insane. My main concern with regard to my employee is keeping it from worsening into something more serious. Given that I won't be returning to the city, this may be a fortunate turn of events. I'm overjoyed to be living in this town. The newer way of life is far better for one's health than the old way. This is for all of us. It has at the very least, made it easier for our father to retire.

      While my father, Ben, is dating Judith, the owner of the Blossom Creek Inn, my brother, Silas, is attracted to Amber, the owner of the "Lickable" ice cream shop. It's unusual for all three of us to be preoccupied with women at
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