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1. ​ Foreword
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Human Right Or Human Wrong?: Endless Wars Of Conquest, Religion And Ideology.

There are basically three main types of wars, the so-called big three, that humans have engaged in throughout the long human history.

Indeed, these three most significant and terrible types of wars are:

1. wars of conquest

2. religious wars

3. political and ideological wars.
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2. ​ Wars Of Conquest
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Civilizations and empires had been built all over the world by humans. This is the natural progression as human species evolved and developed from primitive tribes to become organized into more sophisticated forms of human societies.

And wars of conquest is a permanent feature of this development.

The urge to expand and to dominate others seems to be a most important part of human nature.

So, as tribes and human communities grow, they start to covet new lands and new resources beyond their traditional boundaries. This inevitably leads to violent conflicts and wars with competing tribes and other groups of people.

The most successful tribes then grew inexorably into powerful nation states under charismatic and powerful leaders. They then moved into the empire-building mode by waging wars of conquest against neighboring nations and people.
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3. ​ Early Empires
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The early empires in human history include all those in the great civilizations that had been built around the world.

The greatest civilizations are the early ones that rose in prehistory in Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, Ancient Greek, and the later Greek and Roman empires.
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4. ​ Later Empires
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The Greek and Roman empires were the precursor of the many later European empires.

The breakup and fall of the Roman empire in the mid 5th century and thereafter had created the conditions for the rise of many new nations and empires in Europe.

The most important of these new nations and empires are Germany, France, Spain, Netherlands, Italy and Britain.

Together with the world's most powerful nation of USA, which has achieved hegemony over the world, they have created the glorious era of white supremacy in the modern world.
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5. ​ Colonization Wars
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Several of the powerful new western European empires ushered in a new phase of the global wars of conquest as the brutal wars of overseas colonization from 15th and 16th century onward.

Spain, Portugal, Netherlands, France, Italy, Belgium, Germany and Britain all emerged as great maritime powers. They proceeded to carve up big chunks of the rest of the world as their overseas colonies, and enslaved millions of people from around the world  to serve as slave workers in Europe and America.

These extensive overseas colonies were governed by white Europeans and based strictly on racial rule and divide.

Thus began the golden age of European and white supremacy over the world.
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6. ​ World Wars
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WW1 and WW2 then turned the world upside down with great devastation to people and nations all over the world.

The Austro-Hungarian empire and the German empires were dissolved for their role in starting WW1. This spawned a large number of new countries in Europe at the end of WW1 in 1918.

After Germany's Nazi and the imperial Japan empire were defeated by the Allies in WW2 in 1945, they were reconstituted under Allies' supervision.

The leaders of those countries that started the two world wars were highly charismatic leaders who managed to mobilize their whole population by both democratic and undemocratic means to wage their wars of aggression and world conquest.

They were highly opinionated persons who held egregious racial and immoral views to plunder the world by pure power and greed, and to dominate over other peoples whom they considered as inferior.

If war crimes are considered to be those acts of war that involve egregious and brutal acts in wars, then the very act of starting and waging wars that lead to huge loss of lives and terrible destruction of properties surely must be considered as the greatest of war crimes.

Unfortunately, too many politicians still think that they are blameless for making the necessary preparations and decisions to go to war for whatever reasons. This is indeed the greatest wrong that anyone can make against humanity.
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7. ​ Decolonization
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And, when the various European empires eventually collapsed in the fierce competition among themselves and in the changed global circumstances, wars of decolonization began in earnest around the world.

Various colonies started to fight for their independence and freedom from the colonizers.

This was to usher in a whole new reality in global geopolitics.
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8. ​ Human Right Or Human Wrong?
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Indeed, too much has been said about the sanctity of human rights and the freedom to live without interference.

But the truth is that all these wars happened not because of the lack of human rights. 

On the contrary, too much freedom has caused too many wars.

Indeed, around the world, many people have exercised their freedom of choice to engage in terrible wars, for various reasons, and led by their chosen power-hungry leaders.

These wars happened because there were too many human wrongs.
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9. ​ US Hegemony
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Today, the world hegemon is the USA. It has developed overwhelming economic and military powers in leading and winning the wars in the brutal WW2 against the Nazis and the Japanese empire.

But the USA is now facing relentless competition from other existing and emerging superpowers.

So, the wars of conquest continue in different forms, often disguised ideologically as fights for democracy and human rights. But the essence is the same - it is still conquest and world domination for the benefit of the reigning hegemony.

The new wars and proxy wars are just as vicious and brutal as the old wars of conquest, as seen in the many recent wars around the world.

How the great superpower rivalry of the 21st century will shape the world remains to be seen. But the danger of a most devastating nuclear WW3 is certainly looming large over the horizon.

If humans cannot grow up sufficiently to control the insatiable human urge for world domination and the horrific exploitation of weaker opponents, the outlook for humankind and planet earth is grim indeed.
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