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This book is lovingly dedicated to the precious memory of my father, Roland R. Rhodes, who went home to be with his Savior in October 2003. 

	Some of the very important things my father taught me, both by his words and by his actions, were: the importance of correct Bible doctrine, the privilege of prayer, the beauty of studying Scripture, the value of hard work, the freedom of gentle, patient teaching, and the joy of generosity.
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Introduction

	It has been well said that truth is stranger than fiction, and the book of Esther is a wonderful example of this. For those who enjoy a good story, with a plot consisting of palace intrigue, romance, beautiful women, a not-as-clever-as-he-thought bad guy, and a humble good guy—complete with a satisfactory ending—this book in the Bible makes for great reading. Yet there is so much more in the book of Esther than just another interesting Bible story.

	Some Jewish scholars see this book as a mere novella, a work of fiction to explain the origin of the Jewish feast of Purim. Others think this story is allegorical. Those who hold either view do not accept this account as actual history. They are correct that at the present time there is no surviving historical account of either Queen Esther or some of the other characters who make up this portion of Scripture. Just because there are no other recorded historical accounts about these people does not mean this narrative is not historically true.

	The Library of Alexandria was one of the most significant libraries in the ancient world, and must have included, not only the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia, as referenced in Esther chapter 10, but other historical information from that time in history. Much of the library and wealth of historical information was accidentally destroyed by Julius Caesar in 48 BC during the Roman civil war. Scrolls that may have been destroyed could have included those that contained information about Queen Esther. The writer of the book of Esther uses specific names and timeframes, which indicates this is indeed a true historical account, not a work of fiction.

	The book of Esther was considered pseudepigraphic (a false book of the Bible) by some of the early church fathers, and they hesitated to include it in the canon of Scripture. This biblical book is never quoted from in any of the other books of the Bible, and it does not mention either prayer or the name of God in it. But God, Who promised to preserve His words (Psalm 12:6–7), made sure this valuable gem was preserved in holy writ. This book, like the rest of God’s Word, is “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

	The book of Esther not only shows the beauty of God protecting His people, the Jews, in giving them a remarkable triumph over adversity, but also demonstrates to the reader the wonderful goodness of God. There is much to learn about God and the Christian life in this ancient account. My desire in this devotional is to share the wonderful story of Esther with the hope the reader will develop a closer relationship with God Himself.

	In Christ,

	Mary Jane Humes

	 

	 


Day 1

	The King

	Bible Reading: Esther 1:1–8

	Bible Lesson: The book of Esther begins by introducing King Ahasuerus. “Ahasuerus” actually may have been a title rather than the personal name of the king. There are scholars who believe the king mentioned in Esther was Xerxes I “the Great” of the Persian empire, who ruled from 486 to 465 BC. Regardless, Ahasuerus in the book of Esther was a real person in history. Not only was he real, but he is also, in biblical typology, a picture of God Himself. In observing Ahasuerus, the book of Esther gives us a glimpse of the character of God.

	Ahasuerus was a great king and world leader. His kingdom stretched over three continents, as the Bible records in Esther 1:1, “from India even unto Ethiopia,” and was comprised of 127 provinces. He was very powerful, he was royalty, he was rich, and he was famous. And if the scholars are right, and the biblical Ahasuerus was indeed Xerxes the Great, then it is recorded that he had a terrible temper. His word was law. He literally held the power of life and death over his subjects, so it was not wise to make him angry.

	The book of Esther starts with the king being in a good mood and feeling very generous. He held a great feast for his court and members of his ruling elite for 180 days. Obviously, he was generous with his time-off policy, for after those days of feasting were ended, he followed with another feast―a shorter one, which lasted only seven days for all of his subjects in his kingdom.

	This lavish banquet was held at the king’s palace in the capital city of Shushan, and all his subjects were invited to come, enjoy, and partake of the king’s generosity. This was an occasion for great rejoicing and festivity throughout the entire city.

	The ornate furnishings and vibrant colors of the elaborate decorations that graced the palace are recorded in the first chapter of Esther. It was the custom of this culture for people to eat and drink while reclining on couch-like beds.

	A Guest Speaks: “The king was so good to give us this feast. I was invited, but I was afraid to go. The king is so great, and I am just a commoner. My friends said it was all freely given, there was no catch. They said the food and the wine were the best they ever had. Now the feast is over, I wish I had gone!”

	Tips on Pleasing the King: At the king’s feast, his wine flowed freely, but it is noted that “none did compel.” The Bible records in Psalm 104:15 that “wine maketh glad the heart of man.” The king freely offered heart-gladdening wine to all of his guests, yet it was up to the individual as to how much of the king’s bounty he opted to receive. There were no limits to the king’s generosity. The only restrictions were the ones each guest gave himself.

	This royal feast is a picture of what God offers all people. He, the Creator of this wonderful and beautiful world, generously gives life to each person to freely enjoy, whether or not he believes He exists. This lavish party called “life” is a gift from God Himself.

	God is the great King. He is the Creator, and He owns all things. He is the exalted One. He is the Lawgiver since He made the natural laws of the universe. God holds the power of life and death over all His creation.

	Now God graciously offers eternal life to all who will come to Him. The Bible records that all have fallen short of God’s perfection, and there is none worthy to enter His holy habitation called heaven. The Bible also records in the first part of Romans 6:23 that “the wages of sin is death.” This is not only physical death, but spiritual death, eternal separation from God in hell.

	Heaven is so wonderful that no human is good enough to enter it. But God graciously offer to impart the sinless perfection of His Son to sinful humans in order that they, too, can enjoy heaven with Him. The last part of Romans 6:23 reads “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

	God desires that all come to Him to enjoy heaven, and He freely offers salvation from hell, but He will not compel anyone. Like King Ahasuerus’s wine, God’s free gift of salvation will gladden the heart of all who partake of it, but He will not compel any to take of His free gift. It is entirely up to each individual as to whether or not he will partake of His gift.

	Just as some of the people in King Ahasuerus’s day did not partake of his great feast but perhaps looked on it from afar, so, too, today people do not accept God’s gift of eternal life. They enjoy physical life given by their Creator, but out of fear, unbelief, or some other reason, they reject the free gift of eternal life He graciously offers.

	Just as King Ahasuerus was pleased when his subjects came to his feast and took what he offered, God is pleased when we come to Him for salvation. If you want to please God, accept His free gift of eternal life―today. If you already have done so, take some time and thank Him for His great salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.

	 


Words from Our King

	Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled. Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. (Proverbs 9:5–6)
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 55:1)
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)


	 

	 


Day 2

	Queen Vashti, the Former Favorite

	Bible Reading: Esther 1:9–15

	Bible Lesson: King Ahasuerus had a harem of women. According to Persian law, all of the women in his harem were legally married to the king; but of all of his wives, the king favored a woman by the name of Vashti. Sometime before the events recorded in the book of Esther, Vashti won the king’s heart and she became queen.

	While it is unknown just how Vashti obtained her elevated position, we are told how she lost it. While the king made a great feast for all his subjects, Queen Vashti also made a similar feast for all the ladies of the palace. On the final day of the feast, while King Ahasuerus was eating and drinking with his seven chamberlains, he got the idea to show off his beautiful queen, Vashti. It is supposed the king wanted Vashti to appear before him and all his guests wearing nothing but her royal crown and a smile. But regardless of what Vashti had to wear, or lack thereof, the king sent the official summons to not one but seven of his chamberlains—Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas—to escort Queen Vashti into the king’s presence.

	Vashti’s reaction to Ahasuerus’s summons was unexpected—she publicly spurned the command of her king. She returned her answer that she was not going to appear via the chamberlains. Her refusal of the king’s summons was just as public as his request. The king was both embarrassed and furious. Vashti had publicly humiliated him before his seven counselors and his guests. Talk of the queen’s refusal spread like wildfire throughout the palace. This act of disobedience by Vashti stripped her of her royal title, and it’s quite possible the king may have had her put to death too. What happened to Vashti is unknown.

	Vashti Speaks: “I thought I was expressing my independence when I refused the king. I guess I had too much wine. I thought he liked strong-willed women. At least, he seemed to in private. It only took one moment of pride and a single, stupid decision. Then I lost it all.”

	Tips on Pleasing the King: The account of Vashti and then Esther shows us something very interesting about God. While God loves all of His children, some are closer to Him than others, such as Abraham, Moses, David, and Daniel. He, like King Ahasuerus, does have favorites (e.g., Isaiah 66:2; Psalm 5:12). Just as King Ahasuerus chose the queen from his collection of wives, God finds His favorites from among those who are His and who choose to obey Him.

	Jesus, Himself, told His disciples before He died that they were His friends, adding the admonition “if you do whatseoever I command you” (John 15:14). While Jesus had both friends and acquaintances, His friends, just like our friends, were dearer and closer to Him than all of the other people He knew. Being a friend is enjoying the status of being a favorite; and Jesus told His disciples, and us today, just how to be a friend and not merely an acquaintance of His by simply doing what He commands.

	Of the multitudes who followed Jesus when He had His earthly ministry, there were seventy who followed Him and twelve He chose to be His disciples. Of those twelve, Peter, James, and John were especially close to Him, but it was John who was our Lord’s favored disciple. At least four times in his gospel narrative, John refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”

	God wants us to be His favorites. Being a favorite of God does not just happen, we have to desire it and work to make it happen. We do so by obeying His commands and living our lives to please Him. Obeying God’s commands brings Him glory and draws us closer to Him.

	While seeking to be God’s favorite is honorable, it is not a position to be taken lightly. Being a favorite is a relationship that needs to be maintained and is not without responsibility. Queen Vashti may have thought her status was secure despite what she did or did not do, but she quickly learned it was quite the opposite.

	The account of Vashti shows us the coveted position of being the king’s favorite can be lost. The book of Esther, which starts with the disobedience and removal of Vashti, is a warning that being the king’s favorite is not to be taken for granted: Disobey the king’s commands and you are in danger of losing your position. While Vashti shows us what not to do, the actions of her successor, Esther, shows the observant reader both how to win the heart of the king and maintain the “favored” status.

	Let me encourage you today to make being God’s favorite a goal. Live your life to please God. The apostle Paul, certainly a favorite of God’s, summed up his philosophy of life and service to God in his words “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). With an attitude like that, how could he not be a favorite of God’s? God’s blessings flow to His favored ones, to those who seek to please Him in obeying His commands. Obedience to God opens up a channel of blessings from Him. To enjoy the blessings of God, seek to find favor with Him daily.

	 


Words from Our King

	The Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. (Exodus 33:11)
Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. (Matthew 12:50)
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. (John 14:21)
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:14)
The scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. (James 2:23)


	 

	 

