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      A one hour cosy romance…with just a hint of spice.

      

      Ellie and Nick had been friends for years, and it could have been more than friends, except they were never single at the same time. Until the night of their university reunion…were their stars finally going to align?

      

      *This is a short story, but it is a complete story…no cliffhangers.
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      ‘I don’t want to go,’ I whined, flopping face-down on the bed.

      ‘Why not?’ Anna asked through the phone. ‘You look fabulous. You have an amazing career. You own your own apartment. You need to go and flaunt that shit.’

      I rolled over and stared at the ceiling. ‘University wasn’t exactly my favourite time of life.’

      Anna snorted. ‘Unless you were an American teenager from one of those cheesy movies and you were the sorority leader, then I can almost guarantee that no one thinks that university was the best years of their life.’

      ‘It’s alright for you to say that. You revelled in being the weird goth-girl who didn’t give a shit about anyone’s opinions.’

      ‘Ahh, those were the days. There are far too many pastel colours in my wardrobe these days.’

      ‘That’s because you’re a primary school teacher. You might freak the parents out if you turned up in all black with your shit-kicker Doc Martens.’

      ‘True,’ Anna replied.

      ‘I’m not going to go,’ I decided, sitting up.

      ‘Tell the truth. You bought home a tub of Connoisseur Vanilla Caramel Brownie ice cream, didn’t you?’

      ‘I had a tough day at work. I deserve it.’

      ‘I’m not saying you don’t, but I am saying you should still go to the reunion.’

      ‘Ugh!’ I flopped back onto the bed. ‘Can’t you come with me?’

      ‘Not my graduating class, sweetie,’ Anna replied and then muttered, ‘Thank god.’

      ‘I’m going to remember this when it is time for your reunion.’

      ‘I am absolutely going to mine. I even know what I’m going to wear.’

      I sat up again. ‘What?’

      ‘That cute rockabilly dress with the Bluey print.’

      Laughter cackled through me. ‘That’s perfect. No one will recognise you.’

      ‘That’s my intention. Now, enough about me. What are you going to wear?’

      ‘I’m not going.’

      ‘Yes. You are.’

      ‘The Connoisseur is calling.’

      ‘It will still be in your freezer when you get home. Besides…he might be there.’

      Nick.

      Anna was talking about Nick.

      ‘Yeah, and he will probably have a gorgeous woman on his arm. He’s probably married by now.’

      It was always the way with us. There had been a connection from the very first time we met, but the timing was never right. Nick and I were just never meant to be.

      ‘You never know. Tonight might be the night.’

      I had put an embargo on all things related to Nick. No social media. No doing late-night searches of his name. I had even banned Anna from telling me anything about him or what she knew about him.

      ‘No.’ I shook her head. ‘Nope. I am not getting my hopes up. It’s not worth the disappointment.’

      ‘Okay, well, if not Nick, then maybe someone else? You never know who has had a glow-up since uni.’

      ‘Why are you trying to marry me off?’ I asked, picking up the phone so I could glare at my best friend.

      Anna snorted. ‘Who said anything about marriage? I’m just trying to get you laid.’

      I sighed. ‘Yeah. It’s been a while.’

      ‘Two years is more than a while, sweetie.’

      ‘You don’t have to rub it in.’

      ‘Look. I get it. Max was an arsehole, and he did a number on you, but right now, you’re letting him win.’

      ‘I’m not letting him win,’ I replied indignantly.

      ‘Shutting yourself away and working like a dog because you’re afraid of getting your heart broken again is letting that bastard win. You should be out there revelling in your single status.’

      ‘I am. I have my career and my apartment and a closet full of clothes that would make Carrie Bradshaw weep. Not to mention my shoes.’

      ‘You also have an impressive drawer full of battery-operated boyfriends, but wouldn’t it be nice to have a real live man in your bed for a change? No one says you have to marry him, or even date him, for that matter. I’m just saying that it might be nice to experience an O with a warm body instead of a latex one.’

      I couldn’t fault Anna’s logic. My battery-operated boyfriends definitely got the job done, but there was something to be said about kissing and touching and the feel of skin on skin.

      ‘And you think I’m going to find someone like that at my reunion?’

      ‘No, not necessarily, but…it’s a start. When was the last time you got dressed up and went out just for a night of fun?’

      ‘Last Saturday. With you.’

      ‘That doesn’t count. We were drowning our sorrows, not drinking just for fun.’

      We had missed out on tickets to a concert we’d been planning to go to for the better part of a year. Why was it so damned hard to get tickets these days?

      ‘What if he is there with his wife/girlfriend/significant other?’ I asked quietly.

      ‘Then you will smile and congratulate him and move on.’

      ‘It’s not like I’ve been holding a torch for him all these years,’ I protested.

      ‘Maybe not, but he’s always in the back of your mind, isn’t he? Even when you were with Max.’

      Anna was correct. Nick had haunted all of my relationships. Not in a bad way…exactly. I couldn’t really explain it. It wasn’t like I would be in bed with my partner and imagine he was Nick. Nick was just like a silent observer in the back of my head. Even when I’d fallen head-over-heels for Max. Even when I’d been planning to marry Max.

      ‘So…’

      ‘So, tonight is the end. You either sleep with him and get it out of your system or you finally forget him.’

      ‘If it was that easy to forget him, wouldn’t I have done it by now?’

      ‘Honestly?’

      ‘Yes
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