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Four Anti-Bullying Plays & Teaching Toolkit

Written by Brian J Twiddy & Yvonne Peacock
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Introduction
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Bullying affects children in every school, in every year group, and in every community. It can be loud and obvious, or quiet and hidden. It can happen in the playground, in the classroom, online, or even at home. Most importantly, it affects how children feel, learn, behave, and grow.

This trilogy of short plays has been created to help teachers and pupils explore bullying in a safe, structured, and meaningful way. Each play presents a different viewpoint, allowing children to see how bullying begins, how it spreads, and how it can be stopped. The stories encourage empathy, discussion, and reflection — essential skills for building confident, kind, and resilient learners.

At the Shop shows how peer pressure and group behaviour can frighten a child into doing something they don’t want to do. In Class explores social bullying, exclusion, and the damage caused when belongings and friendships are targeted. The Staffroom highlights how bullying can be missed or misunderstood by adults, and why listening carefully to children is vital. At Home reveals how a child’s behaviour at school can be shaped by what happens in their family life.

Alongside the plays, this book includes worksheets, discussion questions, and practical guidance for pupils and teachers. These resources support PSHE lessons, Anti-Bullying Week activities, assemblies, drama sessions, and everyday classroom conversations. They help children recognise bullying, understand its impact, and learn positive ways to respond.

We hope these plays inspire thoughtful discussion, confident performance, and meaningful change — both in the classroom and beyond.
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Notes For Teachers.



Plays:



At the Shop



The Classroom



The Staffroom



At Home



Teaching Toolkit:



What is bullying?

What can you do about it?

Survey Questionnaire

Play Worksheets 1 – 4 

Problem Solving Worksheets 1 – 4

Cyber bullying Worksheet




















Notes For Teachers 

The plays can be used in a variety of ways, for example, assembly performances, OFSTED inspections, open days, also for literacy hour or a class project.

The scripts may be used as an introduction to drama.  Instead of acting out the scenes, simply change them into a “Frozen Picture” or “Tableau”.  After reading the play, the pupils can then create a “Frozen picture” that summarises the story. 

The stories are intended as a starting point to discuss the subject of bullying.
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AT THE SHOP

Cast List:
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Charlie

Charlie’s Mum

Frank Wasle

Andy Stinch

Sid Mumber

Brenda

Shirley

Mike

Shopkeeper

Scene 1. Charlie’s House

(In the house. Charlie’s Mum is preparing a meal.) 

Mum: 

(Shouts.) Charlie, your tea’s nearly ready.

Charlie: 

(Off stage.) Coming mum.

Mum: 

Ah good, just put some margarine out on the table will you.

Charlie: 

(He looks inside the fridge.) There’s none left.

Mum:  

Well, there ought to be... (She looks inside the fridge.) Oh well, there was some. You’ll just have to go to the shop for some more, won’t you?

Charlie:

I need some money.

Mum:  

Take some out of my purse.

Charlie: 

I’d better put my shoes on.

Mum:

You haven’t got time for that; the shop closes in 5 minutes. Go in your slippers no one will notice. (Charlie goes to the purse and takes out £5.) 

Charlie:

There’s only a £5 note.

Mum: 

Well, that’ll have to do; but be careful to bring back the change; that’s got to last for tomorrow as well. (Charlie leaves by the back door of the house to go to the shop, which is on the other side of the stage, with the street in between.  As he approaches the shop, he notices a group of boys and girls outside it. He starts to walk past them, looking down at the ground trying not to be noticed.)

Frank: 

Hey you! (He stands in Charlie’s way.)

What are you doing out?

Andy: 

Oh, yeah, it’s posh little Charlie from year 4.

Charlie:

(Speaking very quietly and looking down at the floor.)  I’m only getting some stuff for my mum, and anyway, you’re only year 5.

Frank:

Did mummy let you out at this time of night then. Isn’t it past your bedtime?

Charlie:

(Looking at his watch.) It’s just a quarter to six.

Sid: 

(He mimics Charlie.) It’s just a quarter to six.

Brenda: 

He’s only a kid.

Mike: 

C’mon let him be.

Andy:

(He turns to Mike.) Is he your little friend then?

Mike: 

(Acting hard.) No, I hardly know him. 

Frank: 

Only a kid ready for his beddy byes. He’s wearing his slippers.

Mike: 

(He joins in.) Did you forget your pyjamas?

Andy: 

Is diddums weddy for is beddy den?

Charlie: 

I didn’t have time to change them, that’s all.

Sid: 

(He mimics Charlie, again and he can see Charlie is getting upset.) I didn’t have time to change them, that’s all.

Frank: 

What do you want anyway ickle boy.

Charlie: 

None of your business. 

Sid: 

(He mimics Charlie.) None of your business.

Andy: 

Everything round here’s our business.

Charlie: 

I’m only going to the shop, that’s all.

Sid: 

(Keeps mimicking Charlie.) I’m only going to the shop, that’s all.

Frank: 

You don’t get into that shop without our permission.

Charlie: 

It’s not your shop.

Sid: 

(He continues to mimic Charlie.) It’s not your shop.

Andy: 

You try it then and see what happens.

Charlie: 

(Starting to look upset.) But I’ve got to.

Sid: 

(Carries on his teasing.) But I’ve got to.

All: 

(Except Charlie) (To Sid) SHUT UP.

Brenda: 

Let him go in.

Shirley: 

And get me some chocolate.

Andy: 

I want some cigs.

Brenda: 

You don’t smoke.

Andy: 

So, who says?

Brenda: 

I’ve never seen you.

Frank: 

All right, get chocolate for each of us and a packet of fags.

Charlie: 

I can’t, I haven’t got any money.

Andy: 

Oh yeah, what were you going to spend in there then?

Sid: 

You must have some money. Your family’s got loads.

Shirley: 

Search him. Check his pockets. (They start to search Charlie’s pockets.)

Charlie: 

All right, I’ve got money for the margarine, but that’s all.

Frank:  

That’s not our problem Charlie boy. Hold him still. (They search his pockets and Frank pulls out the £5 note.) Well, that’s very expensive margarine isn’t it?

Charlie: 

Give it back. It’s not mine.

Andy: 

Did you nick it then?

Charlie: 

No, it’s my mum’s. She needs it.

Brenda: 

Well then, she shouldn’t go leaving it about for you to steal then should she.

Frank: 

And if you’re so good at stealing, you can go in there and nick the stuff for us. 

Andy: 

Yeah, an archcriminal like you shouldn’t need money.

Frank: 

And if you don’t









(Charlie and Mike go to the shop door out of earshot of the others.)
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