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			Voltaire

			French writer and philosopher

			
					Born in Paris in 1694 

					Died in Paris in 1778

					Notable works:	Micromégas (1752), philosophical tale

	Candide: or, Optimism (1759), philosophical tale

	L’Ingénu (1767), philosophical works




			

			Voltaire, whose real name was François Marie Arouet, was a French writer and philosopher and one of the leading figures of the Enlightenment. Born in 1694, he carried out brilliant studies at a Jesuit college, despite his unruly spirit. After graduating from college, he became known for his satirical writings in which he attacked, for example, the regent. These earned him an eleven month stay in the Bastille. Upon his release, he defended his positions again and again through various literary devices, particularly through irony. The very critical dimension of his works forced him into exile in England, where he discovered a new political system that he found fascinating. Similarly, he stayed in Prussia, alongside Frederick II, who represented the model of the enlightened monarch that Voltaire admired, although the two men ended up having a disagreement. On his return to France, he first settled in Geneva, then Ferney, where he died in 1778. He left behind an imposing work that took multiple forms, yet was always characteristic of his fight for freedom, tolerance and knowledge. 

		


		
			Candide: or, Optimism

			“All is for the best in the best of all possible worlds”

			
					Genre: Philosophical works

					Reference edition: Voltaire (2015) Candide. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.

					First edition: 1759

					Themes: philosophy, evil, metaphysics, war 

			

			Candide is the result of an argument between Voltaire and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (French writer and philosopher, 1712-1778). Their relationship went downhill from 1755, mainly due to their differences of opinion on philosophical questions. The conflict would end with Rousseau denouncing Voltaire: he accused the author of Candide of being behind an atheist pamphlet. Things would only get worse.

			Published in 1759, Candide is a response to the Lettre sur la Providence by Rousseau, which shows an optimistic doctrine along the same lines as that of Leibniz. This is the main philosophical message of Candide: metaphysical discourses offer no response to the multiple forms of evil. Candide is also an accomplished form of the philosophical tale, which consists of the development of a central idea without long and tiresome demonstrations.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapters 1-3

			After being caught in a compromising situation with Cunégonde, Candide is expelled from the castle of Baron Thunder-ten-tronckh “with some notable kicks on the breech”. He finds himself enrolled into the Bulgarian army where, accused of desertion, he endures corporal punishments. He then flees the army and fighting, and is reduced to begging for alms. He gets help from an Anabaptist, Jacques. Candide then gives his alms to those more needy than himself.

			Chapters 4-6

			Candide meets Pangloss, his teacher, in a miserable state. He explains that the castle has been ravaged, and Cunégonde raped and killed. Candide convinces Jacques to come and help Pangloss. All three set sail for Lisbon, but the boat sinks close to the Portuguese capital. When Candide and Pangloss reach the shore, there is an earthquake. An inquisitor stops them and an auto-da-fé (a ceremony during which heretics are condemned to die by fire by the Inquisition, the tribunal (in charge of fighting against heresy) is organized. Pangloss is hanged while Candide is only flogged. After this punishment, an old woman invites him to follow her.

			Chapters 7-9

			The old woman heals and feeds Candide. One evening, she leads him to an isolated house where he is shocked to find Cunégonde alive. She recounts her rape and disembowelment, the care she received from a captain who made her a prisoner and sold her to a Jew, who in turn led her to the house they are currently in. She also tells how the grand inquisitor arranged to share her with the Jew. They are interrupted by the arrival of the Jew, who Candide is forced to kill. The Inquisitor arrives soon after and Candide kills him too. Candide, Cunégonde and the old woman flee, taking the young girl’s jewelry and money.

			Chapters 10-12

			Cunégonde’s riches are stolen. The three heroes finally arrive in Cadiz and Candide appoints himself captain of an army that sails to Paraguay. During the voyage, the old woman begins to tell her story. The daughter of a Pope and a princess, she was abducted and enslaved by a privateer, and then brought to Morocco where her kidnapper was killed by an enemy faction. She survived and was taken in by a eunuch who sold her in Algeria. She was later sold to Tunis, Tripoli, Alexandria, Smyrna and Constantinople. Finally, as the prisoner of a Russian, she ran away and travelled through Europe working in cabaret shows, before becoming a servant in the house of the Jew who had taken possession of Cunégonde. 

			Chapters 13-15

			When stakeholders arrive in Buenos Aires, the governor begins to covet Cunégonde. Moreover, a boat seeking the Inquisitor’s murderer arrives. Candide and his valet Cacambo, who we hear about for the first time, decide to take refuge with the Jesuits. The commander receives Candide and he turns out to be none other than Cunégonde’s brother. He tells of how he was left for dead and became a commander of the Jesuits. When Candide announces his intention to marry Cunégonde, her brother loses his temper and hits Candide who then kills him. Candide and Cacambo flee once again. 

			Chapters 16-19

			They cross Oreillon territory, enemies of the Jesuits. They are captured and sentenced to be cooked and eaten. But, the fact that Candide has killed a Jesuit saves them. They decide to travel to Cayenne, so they ride a canoe and let themselves sail down the river. They arrive in a country where children play with gold and precious stones and where they are welcomed with open arms: El Dorado. They stay there for a month before asking to leave. The king advises them to build a machine to allow them to pass the obstacle of mountains, as it is the only way out of the country, and gives them goods and riches. Candide and Cacambo eventually arrive in Surinam, but they lose most of the wealth they carried during the journey. After learning that Cunégonde has become the mistress of the governor of Buenos Aires, Candide sends Cacambo to rescue her. They agree to meet in Venice. Candide embarks on a boat for Bordeaux after having found a new companion, Martin.

			Chapters 20-21

			Candide and Martin spend the journey philosophizing until they arrive in Bordeaux.

			Chapters 22-25

			Candide decides to travel through Paris and falls ill. When he is finally healthy, he discovers Parisian life and is conned before being arrested. However, he manages to bribe the man who arrested him and then travels to Normandy where he sets sail for England with Martin. They only stay for two days before leaving for Venice. But Candide finds neither Cacambo nor Cunégonde there. He does, however, meet Paquette, Pangloss’ mistress, who is now a prostitute. He gives her some money.

			Chapters 26-28

			Candide finds Cacambo in a hostel. He has become the slave of a fallen king who agrees to take Candide and Martin to Constantinople, where Cunégonde is. We learn that she is the slave of an ancient ruler and has become ugly. Candide, Cacambo and Martin embark on a galley. They find Pangloss and Cunégonde’s brother, alive after all, but galley slaves. Candide buys them back. The five men go to Constantinople on another boat. We learn of how the Baron and Pangloss survived and became galley slaves.

			Chapters 29-30

			The five men find Cunégonde and the old woman when they dock. Candide buys them back. The Baron once again opposes the marriage of his sister to Candide. The four men get rid of the Baron and send him back to the galleys. The six heroes lead a miserable and boring existence on a farm. Their lives become happier when they try to cure their boredom by working. “Let us cultivate our garden”, concludes Candide.

		


		
			Character Study

			Candide

			This is the central character of the story. The illegitimate son of Baron Thunder-tan-tronckh’s sister, he was thrown out by the Baron after being caught in a compromising situation with Cunégonde. 

			As his name suggests, he is naïve and gullible. He initially adheres to Pangloss’ philosophy without question, but his experiences lead him to doubt it, before abandoning it completely. He evolves considerably over the course of the story. In the end, he makes it a point of honor to marry Cunégonde, although he admits to himself that her ugliness is enough to put him off.

			Pangloss

			He is the teacher of Candide, Cunégonde and her brother. He is also Candide’s companion at the start of his travels.

			He is an advocate of Leibniz’s doctrine (from the German philosopher and scientist, Leibniz, 1646-1716), which is closer to sophism (false reasoning despite a semblance of truth) than philosophy, and is ridiculed more and more as the narrative unfolds. Voltaire, being opposed to this doctrine, makes fun of it deliberately.

			Cunégonde

			She is both the cousin and lover of Candide. After being raped and disemboweled, she becomes, among other things, the mistress of the governor of Buenos Aires, before becoming a servant in Constantinople. Turned ugly, she marries Candide who manages to rescue her.

			It seems she has no redeeming features other than her physical appearance. Indeed, she is never seen philosophizing and Candide no longer wants to marry her once she becomes ugly, which suggests that her beauty was her only asset.

			Cacambo

			Cacambo is Candide’s valet and his companion in the middle of his journey. Of Peruvian origin, he is especially useful in South America and El Dorado. He is a character with his feet planted firmly on the ground. As a result, he makes only good decisions.

			Martin

			He is the companion at the end of Candide’s travels. He is Manichean, meaning he judges things in a simplistic manner, without nuance between good and evil. However, he is also down to earth and gives Candide useful advice.

			The old woman

			Benefactress of Cunégonde, she is like the fairy godmother found in fairytales. She is from a noble lineage, but she has been brought down by multiple rapes and kidnappings. Her anchorage in reality places her on the same level as Martin and Cacambo.
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