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The Gospels say that the Jewish religious leaders wanted Jesus dead. Each spins a tale that moves the cause of His death from the hands of Rome to the hands of the Temple leadership. Throughout the history of Christianity, this was a tale told to Jesus’ followers. What if the tale was manufactured? The Bishops of the church selected the four Gospels that are a part of the Bible at the Council of Chalcedon in the fifth century. Many other gospels existed in the mid-fifth century that told the story of Jesus’ life and death. Unfortunately, the orthodox/catholic (the proto-orthodox) church destroyed them because they did not fit the narrative the church believed. 

The story about the life and death of Jesus became a part of the fabric of the proto-orthodox church long before the actual writing of the four Gospels. The proto-orthodox church arose out of Paul’s mission to bring Jesus to the Gentiles. There is much evidence that points to Paul spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ by converting Mithras churches. For example, the original sacraments of baptism and communion are old Mithras rituals. The story of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus has a direct parallel to Mithras.

The truth is that Jesus was crucified and God resurrected His spirit on the third day. The truth is found in books outside of the Gospels. The historian Josephus and Philo attest to this event, and the Koran says that the Jewish prophet Jesus did rise from the grave. This examination of who wanted Jesus dead accepts that He was crucified and rose from the grave. The deity of Jesus is not in question. Who wanted Him dead is? 

The way the four accepted Gospels tell the story, they clearly say that the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem wanted Jesus’ dead. The reasons for this seem petty but not outside the realm of possibilities. Why would the early church want to place the blame for Jesus’ crucifixion upon the Jews of Jerusalem and not on the Roman government? 

When scholars use the phrase “early church” they are referring to the Pauline churches of the north and west. Most people forget that there was a thriving community of Jews in Jerusalem who believed in Jesus’ message and wanted to carry on His work. The eleven disciples led that community. When Philip the Disciple made his way to Egypt and North Africa a form of Christianity immerged called the Gnostics. Their view of what the Messiah Jesus did is different then what the Jerusalem church and the Pauline churches believed. The Gnostic Christians believed that Jesus returned the secret work that Moses received on Mount Sinai lost over the centuries. 

The Jerusalem church existed until around 90 CE when it disappeared. The remnants of that community were erased from history. The Pauline churches were able to unite and they systematically erased any form of Christianity that they did not approve. Unfortunately, they burned and destroyed the writings of these lost forms of Christianity.​[i] Had these forms of Christianity survived instead of the Pauline church the view of Jesus’ life, Jesus’ death and resurrection would be understood completely differently. History says that after Jesus’ ascension His followers in Jerusalem brought sacrifices to the Temple. Why would they do this if they thought that Jesus died for their sins? They would have stopped the Temple sacrifices. Thus, a conclusion is that they did not believe that aspect of Jesus’ work. Matthew’s Gospel has Jesus’ mission being the initiation of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.  

Jesus died for the forgiveness of sins according to today’s church. Mithras died for the forgiveness of sins. Therefore, followers of Jesus in the Pauline churches never had to make a sacrifice for sin. Jesus was the cosmic sacrifice for all. In today’s Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox churches the main view of atonement is that Jesus died for everyone's sins. There are other theologies about how atonement was achieved for humans through Jesus, for example, born again atonement.​[1] 

The connection between the Mithras rituals and Christian rituals are too many to ignore. Paul was able to spread his form of Christianity quickly because he convinced Mithras churches that they were worshiping the wrong God. Mithras was not a God, rather Jesus of Nazareth was God. The Mithras cult had its origins in Egypt and changed its leader's name over the centuries.​[ii] Paul used his power of persuasion to get the people of the Mithras churches to change their deity. Paul could have examined the Mithras cult and noted that their ideas and worship were valid, but they had the wrong name and person for their god. Paul was correct that Mithras was not a god and Jesus was God. However, when Paul left the converted Mithras church, he had to leave the ritual behind. Instead of creating a new set of rituals he let the converted church continue its Mithras rituals which became Jesus rituals. Since the Mithras churches were gentile based it was easy to do. 

The reason for this explanation about Mithras is necessary for the beginning of this examination. The church today says that Jesus died for our sins. To be able to examine other possibilities it is important to be able to place that belief to the side. If the reader cannot do that, then the rest of this presentation will not receive its due process. Jesus brought the message of the implementation of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. In this new kingdom, all people of the Earth would be included. It was the task of God’s Chosen People, the Hebrews, to spread God’s love and grace through the Torah. However, the Hebrews were not successful at this task. Therefore, God sent His Messiah to do this. Jesus died a cruel death because He was a holy man, with a holy message, sent by God, who preached in a violent and sinful world. His message of love and peace was something that the governing powers of Rome did not want to hear. Rome ruled with an iron fist, and Rome’s disposed of anyone who got in the way. Jesus got in Rome’s way, and Rome killed Him. 

Why would the emerging Pauline churches want to create a different narrative? The Pauline churches had to end their affiliation with the Jerusalem and the Gnostic churches because their theology conflicted. The Jerusalem and Gnostic churches did not view Jesus’ death as a sacrifice to God for their sins. When the 66 CE, the first Jewish revolt against Rome, broke out the Pauline churches told Rome that they were not Jewish. Their members were from the old Mithras churches, except the Christian-Jews in Judea and the Gnostics in Egypt. The Gentile churches did not follow the Torah; rather they continued to use their Mithras rituals and applied them to Jesus. The Jews in Judea and the Galilee supported the Zealot revolution, but the Pauline churches did not want to be a part of it. 

The Pauline churches wanted Rome to accept them as a necessary part of society. Roman acceptance occurred with Constantine in 311 CE. In 66 CE the only accepted religions were the religion of the state and Judaism. Judaism was tolerated as long as it did not interfere with Roman rule. When the Pauline Churches said they were not Mithras churches and not connected to Judaism, they started to be outlawed by Rome. If the Pauline churches could have gotten Rome to recognize them as vital to the Empire, then the persecutions that occurred between 80 CE and 311 CE would not have occurred. However, how could the Pauline churches show their value to Rome if Rome was accused of causing their leader’s death? 

The Pauline churches changed the narrative. They believed that Jesus died for their sins. Why? Because in the Mithras cult Mithras died for the people’s sins. The Pauline churches were converted Mithras church; therefore the connection was easy. However, who killed the leader of the Pauline churches? If they held onto a belief that Rome caused Jesus death, then Rome would never have accepted the Christian religion as a part of the Empire. Anything anti-Roman was systematically destroyed. So, the narrative had to be changed. Instead of Rome killing Jesus it was the Jews of Jerusalem who wanted Him dead.
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How did people learn the Scripture in Jesus’ day? Their method is important to review because when the narrative of Jesus’ death changed from caused by Rome to caused by Jews other parts of the Jesus story had to change. For example, whenever Jesus was in a debate with the Pharisees or Sadducees, the Gospels say that these two groups of people wanted to trap Jesus into saying something that was blasphemy. If Jesus had uttered any blasphemy statements, then the Jewish leaders could act against him. 

The encounters described in the Gospel were not opportunities for these two groups looked to trap Jesus. Rather they engaged in a debate over topics in order to discover which group Jesus’s ideas best fit. To discover what Jesus thought about Scripture they would engage in conversation. The conversation would have been a debate. As with most debates, the language got harsh and intense. The method of debating Scripture and its interpretation was a method developed by the Sage Hillel about seventy years before Jesus’ birth. 

Today in western culture, schools teach using the Greek method of learning. This style is completely different from the Hebraic method. 

A person can tell if he/she is in a class or reading a book whether the analysis or teaching methods are either Greek or Hebraic. For example, at the beginning of a course on American History, the professor proclaimed he was going to teach the class how to analyze history and draw conclusions from it. He further told the class he did not want a regurgitation of his ideas but rather wanted each student in the class to think for themselves. After all, this class was a college class, and colleges encourage students to think. Right? WRONG. On the first examination, several students discovered the professor wanted everything regurgitated. He used his red pen to slash the papers of those students who took him at face value and offered their conclusion on topics using the professor’s proof method but with a different conclusion.​[2]

That professor was using the Greek teaching method. In the Greek method the professor, the instructor, the pastor is always right. In the college situation, it is because the professor has his/her Ph.D. in some area of study therefore, it is assumed, he/she knows everything. Rodney Dangerfield played the role of a middle-aged man going to college. His English midterm paper was to write about Kurt Vonnegut Jr. Since he did not understand any of Vonnegut’s books, he hired Vonnegut to write the midterm. When it was returned to him, the English Professor told Dangerfield that whoever wrote the paper knew nothing about Vonnegut. This is an outstanding example of the Greek method of teaching. The Ph.D. English teacher proclaimed she knew more about Vonnegut’s writings than Vonnegut did.​[3]

In a Greek teaching method, the professor or the instructor claims to be the authority. If in a Bible study class the leader says “I
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