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Chapter 1
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Lucien looked round at the woman laying on the beach towel her red hair up and her sun hat  on engrossed in her book she looked round at Lucien and smiled he held out his hand for her to take she mouthed I Love you and then looked out to the sea and back at Lucien smiling at him  a jolt awake Lucien sat up scrubbing his face sitting on the edge off the bed he had been having the same dream for a while now what can it mean he thought . Scrubbing his face and sighing I have to find out what this all means Lucien thought .

He looked at the time just after seven he got up stretched I must get ready soon  a tingle Lucien sighed the door tingles of it opening  opening he looks round at Greta standing at the door she was looking puzzled he thought “ You slept late again “ Lucien looks round at Greta and gets up going over to Greta “ Thanks for letting me know Greta “ . Oh very tetchy this morning she thought he is usually up and has had his shower and checking out his daily routine I wonder what is up she wonders should i be worried she wonders. 

Lucien goes over to his kitchen making himself a drink Greta opens her file looking up at Lucien “ Greta can I have 5 minutes please “ He  sighs  Lucien looks round at her this isn’t like him she thought sighing then going out Lucien hangs his head in shouldn’t have been so grumpy with her he thought but lately my mind has been somewhere else thinking about Phoebe and the coffee Shop the feelings he had been having what did it all mean .

Greta looks over Lucien's schedule for today sighing tutting really annoyed with him she thought not noticing Gregory approach “ Something wrong Greta “ Greta looks up at him looks at the door sighing again “ it’s nothing Gregory “ The door opens Lucien appears in a pale blue suit noticing Gregory and Greta in conversation . “ Lucien I was just coming to see you “ Gregory says “ Lets walk and talk “ .Lucien says Oh he must be in a hurry Gregory thought which is fine walking along with him .

“ I’m hopefully getting an upgrade “ Lucien stops looks at Gregory that’s great news he thought looks at Greta “ Great Gregory Greta What’s first on the agenda “ Greta looks at the folder “ Your  next assignment “ Lucien nods fine that will keep him busy he thought looks at Gregory “ Have you been assigned your Secretary yet “ Gregory snorts does he really need one he wonders because Lucien always looks annoyed by Greta chasing after him .

“ Not yet “ Lucien looks at Greta again and back at Gregory “ Greta could you recommend someone for Gregory please “ This isn’t necessary Gregory wondered if he doesn't have to go to any trouble but I appreciate it Lucien isn't too bad after all .

“ Oh  there 's no need Peter said he would get onto that thanks “ Greta looks at Gregory and back at Lucien  “ Oh  ok “ Thats not too bad at least someone is on it which is fine I want to do my best .

Greta walks along with Lucien on the way to the assignment office Peter is outside chatting to his secretary Annabelle he notices Lucien and smiles nice to see him he thought but he doesn’t look happy Peter thought “ Lucien just on time come in “ They go inside Peters office which is a glow with white marble and of course the big guys portrait above he and Greta bow to the portrait before sitting down .

“ Now I have a new case for you Lucien “ Peter picking up the file sliding it over to Lucien he picks it up looking at the contents and gets a shock by what he has seen he looks up at Peter sitting in his big chair “ Peter I “ “ Yes I know and I thought of you Lucien since you have spent time there “ I’m not so sure about this Lucien thought it's too close to me .

“ Peter can I think about this “ “ What is there to think about Lucien “ Greta asks Lucien looks round at her it’s to personal he thought looks at Peter “ Go through the case Lucien any questions come ask me ok “ Lucien nods normally he didn’t have a problem with cases but this one he did . And it’s too personal but I will go through the file and see what he comes up with. Maybe someone else could take the case .

––––––––
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PHOEBE CAME OUTSIDE the hospital taking a deep breath looks up at the sky closing her eyes thinking about the news she had just received regarding her Cancer diagnosis I’m not gonna cry she thought I have to be brave the doctor did say a good chance of survival with Chemo it’ll be tough but hopefully get through it she thought .she checked the time just after eleven she did say to Janet she would be in on the afternoon first she needed a coffee or a tea to calm her nerves before she got to work and set off to to the nearest Greggs for a drink to calm her nerves . Sitting at the table near the window thinking about what she is going to say to everyone and her dad he will be distraught whenever she tells him and her friends. 

Janet was tending to the drinks machine Neil passed, then Tyler Neil was moving in with Tyler and taking some stuff to Tyler’s about the time they moved in together Janet thought they were always together. Neil came round the counter just as Tyler went outside “ Janet the thing “ she looked round at Neil looking worried “ It’s good don’t worry “ Good Neil thought smiling then went outside to add more stuff to the car .

Tyler appears going over to the counter Janet looks up at him “ Janet about “ Janet sighs and grins at Tyler “ All good “ “ Great Thanks “ Tyler goes back upstairs and Janet goes  over to her regular customer giving them there order looks over at Neil and Tyler smooching at the car oh young love she thought smiling shaking her head those two are so much in love and it’s good to see to . Sometimes a bit ott but that's just them though and very much in love too .

After Neil and Tyler left thankfully Janet thought finally to get some peace. Janet looks at the time just after 11 Phoebe is late, not like her at all Darren notices Janet Looking at her phone Phoebe is gonna get it when she comes in that’s for sure . Janet opens the coffee shop door for some air as it’s a little stuffy and notices Phoebe's car parked across this road with Phoebe in it is she alright Janet thought noticing that Phoebe had been crying oh no what is the matter she wonders .

“ Darren I will be back in five “ Where is she going Darren wonders going over to the till to sort out a customers payment , Janet chaps on Phoebe's car window she looks up eyes all red Janet signals for her to roll down her window “ My dear whatever is the matter “ Phoebe shakes her head and tears flow again whatever has happened Janet thought going round to the other side and getting in . Janet lays out her arms for Phoebe to come to her “ Phoebe what has happened dear “ “ Janet I’m afraid “ .

Phoebe sits up wiping her eyes and blows her nose Janet watching her “ Janet I have Cancer “ “ What “ Roy comes to the door what are they doing he thought then Neil and Tyler arrive to collect more stuff “ Roy what’s wrong “ Neil asks looking at Tyler “ Phoebe looks upset “ They all look over at the car and right enough Janet is comforting Phoebe “ Babe let them talk ok c’mon “ . But I want to know what’s wrong with Phoebe. Neil thought it better not be a boy that dumped her .

“ What type dear “ Phoebe sniffs blowing her nose again “ I have a lump in my breast the docs said I have to have more tests Janet will I have a scar and no man would want me “ Oh dear oh dear Janet thought she doesn’t have to think like that now it might not be that bad and the things that they can do now these days surgery and medication wise . “ I’m sending you home, you are in no fit state to work today “ “ But Janet “ . Phoebe blows her nose again god Janet is so caring and a great boss I don’t want to be a burden she thought .

“ Phoebe I insist I will take you home Roy will be fine and we can work out the rota system “ “ I'm so sorry to trouble you Janet “ It's no trouble at all Janet thought we just have to have a chat about stuff .

Lucien arrived at the coffee shop just as Janet was coming out of Phoebe's car. She looked upset. He thought Phoebe smiled and waved Lucien did the same. Is she not working today? He wonders if Lucien ordered his usual and went over to the table and brought out his laptop just as Darren Came over with his order . “ Darren is Phoebe ok “Lucien asked Darren look up at him  “ she isn’t feeling well Janet’s taking her home “ That’s not good Lucien thought she had had the news about her cancer then .

“ Lucien “ Lucien looks up Cora his fellow colleague had arrived she sat on the other end of the table she was looking smart in her blue maxi dress “ Cora thanks for coming “ Ivan comes over to take Cora’s order and orders a coffee and scone then leaves “ Off Course What is it you want to tell me “ . Lucien slides across an envelope for Cora to read. She opens the top and puts a bit of paperback inside . “ I will read it through tonight “ .Lucien nods hopefully Cora will watch out for Phoebe for him . He would be really grateful if she took over Phoebe's care.

“ Thank you “ Ivan appears with her coffee and scone leaves again “ Why me Lucien “ Cora looks up at him he looks over at Janet and Roy busy with customers “ It’s to personal Cora “ To personal Cora thought don’t tell me he has fallen for the girl he can’t it’s to dangerous for them to get involved with the human world . Cora leans on the table “ Lucien tell me you haven’t “ Lucien looks over at Cora not looking happy . “ Don’t worry I haven’t but I do care about these people “ Holy shit care about Human people Why Cora thought shaking her head .

“ Oh god Lucien why “ Lucien sighs sits back on his chair why indeed he thought he doesn’t know either “ Are you having those dreams again Lucien “ Lucien looks up and nods he knows he can confide in Cora he has in the past then Cora’s phone beeped she check it smiling what is she blushing for he thought . “ Cora “ “ It’s new Lucien “ Lucien huffs and she has just lectured me about caring about people when she has someone to .

“ Who “ “ Not yet and I will take on this case for you “ Lucien smiles and thanks her telepathically they smile at each other Lucien is grateful that Cora is a good friend and hopes he will take care of Phoebe .

Janet comes back into the coffee shop notices Lucien with a lady at his table talking and looks like work stuff then Janet goes into the kitchen Roy preparing meals “ Pheobes  not well I’ve sent her home “ Roy looks round at Janet it’s not like Phoebe he thought “ I’ve told her to take the rest the week off “ .

“ What is up with her “ Roy asks coming into the office with Janet while she gets the rota out “ “ Tell you later hun it’s not great “ Janet comes over to Roy they hug I hope it’s not to serious Roy thought the door chaps they both look round at Neil and Tyler standing there . “ What’s up with Phoebe “ Janet goes over to Neil and looks at Roy “ Honey Phoebe is going through personal stuff right now we all have to pull together for her ok “ .

Neil looks at Tyler and back at Janet and Roy “ I’ll call her later “ Neil says Tyler laying his arm round Neil “ She will like that “ I don’t like to see my friend upset Neil thought it better not be a guy even though she hasn't mentioned anyone she is seeing but it's her business.

––––––––
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PHOEBE CHEWS HER NAIL while reading through the leaflet the hospital gave Alice, her best friend watching her while they sat at the kitchen table drinking their tea. She hasn’t said a word since she had been reading through the options Alice thought . Alice sighs and reaches over taking the leaflet off her Phoebe looks up “ Phoebe you're gonna make yourself ill reading it “ Phoebe sighs maybe she is right I’m just making myself worry a lot she is such a good friend I’d don’t know what I would do without her . “ Sorry “ Alice takes Phoebe's hand and squeezes it “ I know c’mon we need a pamper session “ Alice suggests sounds good Phoebe thought just what I need .

“ Also I could really go a bottle wine “ They both giggle it’s good to see Phoebe brighter now than before Cora thought so to sitting on the kitchen counter watching them “ We can do that at the weekend “ Phoebe groans what Alice means going to that god awful pub they frequented and she doesn’t want to bump into anyone she doesn’t want to see . “ Was Luke in today? “ Phoebe smiled and blushed looking down at her hands. She had seen him briefly .Oh Alice thought he was in, she had been going on about him constantly and when Alice came into the coffee Shop one day he was there and god he was hot. And she could see why Phoebe liked him so much or was it just a crush who knows they do need to have a proper chat though.

Well Cora thought Phoebe has a crush on Lucien Does he know that she wondered since he didn’t want to take the case “ Only saw him going in Oh Alice I really like him but it’s bad timing “ God she has been pining for him for months now and a think she needs to tell him Alice thought .But Hopefully it won’t put him off and help her through her crisis . We all will help her after all they have Been through a lot together .

“ Alice will you stay over “ “ Off Course I will and Hun get over yourself and tell him how you feel about him “ Should I Pheobe thought but I’ve got to get results of my biopsy would he want to hang around for that maybe I’m overthinking . You are overthinking Cora, thinking maybe I should say something or just let fate take over. Does Lucien feel the same about Phoebe? 
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“ I HOPE PHOEBE IS OK she sounded ok when I called her friend Alice was there “ Neil was laying beside Tyler on the couch watching tv Neil had called Phoebe earlier and they had a good twenty minute chat she didn’t mention about the cancer diagnosis just that she was having a bad flu thing . “ Babe don’t worry Alice is there to look after her “ Neil looks round at Tyler he smiled and nodded he also looked over at the boxes he had brought from the flat .” Don’t worry about them, they will get done tomorrow . “ Ok I love you “ Neil kisses Tyler and snuggles back into him “ Love you to “ .

“ By the way does this show get any better “ Tyler snorts shakes his head he had tried to get Neil into Game of thrones with no success and now that’s its finished a follow up House of Dragon started “ I hope so someone said online it’s better than Game of thrones “ Neil sits up looks at Tyler “ Who online “ Tyler giggles oh the little green monster has come out “ Babe on the fb  pages calm down “ “ Oh right Sorry “ . God he is so cute when his jealousy comes out Tyler touches his face Tyler wraps his arms round Neils shoulders “ You are so adorable “ Neil huffs they kiss again them snuggle up again “ I’m so glad I moved in “ Me to “ Good Neil thought they are practically joined at the hype and at each other’s places or working .

––––––––
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DOUG ENTERS THE APARTMENT and sits down his bag he leans against the door shutting his eyes sighing it’s been a hard month and coming back to the apartment was worse than he thought without Thomas his phone rings he ignores it and picks up his bag going over to the breakfast bar sitting on the seat and goes into his bag bringing out the whiskey bottle . Opening it and getting a glass pouring some whiskey into the glass then downing the whiskey letting it burn down his throat his phone rings again he checks Rhôna calling he connects the call “ Doug finally “ Doug sighs pouring himself another whiskey “ Yes I made it Rhona I’m fine “ . He doesn’t sound fine, she thought Looking at Connor shaking his head “ Doug do you need us “ God sake I’m not a child I can look after myself. He thought I just want to forget that’s all I want to be alone.

“ Rhona I’m fine I will text you tomorrow ok “ Doug disconnects his phone and lays it face down he can’t bear to look at Thomas face just yet Doug gets up picking up the whiskey bottle going over to the couch laying on it I don’t plan to do anything for the next few days Doug thought I just want to be left alone to grieve on my own . Doug looks at his phone scrolling the pictures off him and Thomas until he comes across one off him and Al fuck he thought Al things were said before he left for Switzerland how will he ever make it up to him now . He doesn’t plan to contact him while he is in Scotland because he won’t be staying long and plans to go back to Spain soon. It was just a fling after all wasn’t it .

Doug groans, laying his phone on his stomach face down while he lay on the couch, plans to be made soon that he and Mike were gonna do. I just need a few days to myself first before deciding on the project he and Mike have plans to do .
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Chapter 2 
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Phoebe is dealing with making up a couple teas she didn’t hear the door opening and someone coming inside she turns round and there is Lucien standing watching her he smiles happy to see her back Phoebe blushes  “ Be with you in a minute “ No Rush “ Phoebe blushes again picks up her teas taking them over to the customer and went back to the till “ Your usual Luke “ “ Yes please and a latte to “ . A latte to Phoebe wonders nope not gonna think about that while she carries on what she is doing .

Most probably for his lady friend she thought “ it’s lovely to see you back “ “ Is it “ Shit Phoebe thought I’ve said that out loud looking up at Luke  “ Yes feeling Better “ Phoebe smiles it’s so kind of him to ask her she thought “ Getting there “ The door opens Cora comes over to Lucien she looks over at Phoebe she is looking better she thought which is good . “ I’ll bring these over “ Cora smiles and pats Lucien's shoulder going over to the table . “ We have a work project “ Lucien explains Phoebe gives a faint smile as he takes his tea and latte going over to the table .Neil notices when he comes out from the back going over to Phoebe “ Oh she’s here again “ .

Phoebe looks at Neil and over at Luke with the lady they were engrossed in conversation with. Oh boy she is practically fizzing. Neil thought “ Phoebe “ She looks round at Neil is she ok he thought . “ You ok “ “ Fine I need the loo “ . Lucien looks up just as Phoebe was going round the corner she looks mad for some reason he thought Cora looked at Lucien she sighs shaking her head he looks at her . 

“ Here’s your refill “ Lucien looks at Neil “ Thanks “ Neil nods, looks at Cora and then leaves. That was some look she thought “ Lucien Seriously talk to her “ should I he thought then Phoebe comes back out I’ll wait till she is on her own maybe . Phoebe is aware of someone standing at the counter while she fills up the trays “ Phoebe “She looks up at Luke standing there, does he need something she thought and wipes her hands on her apron . “ Can I talk to you outside Possibly" " Sure “ Neil is wiping down the tables she looks over at him he nods and grins while they both go outside . Finally Neil wonders if they need to have a chat and get it out in the open How they feel about each other like he and Tyler did eventually. 

Janet comes out from the back where Phoebe went to Cora is still here did Luke leave Neil is grinning about something but while Darren is straining to see what is happening outside “ What's going on “ Janet asks when Neil comes back over to the counter “ There outside talking “ . Oh good Janet thought about the time they did.

“ I ... um wondered “ Lucien stuck his hands In his pockets Phoebe smiles he is all a fluster “Are you free “ “ Free “ Dammit  I’ve never asked anyone before Lucien thought looking down at his feet and looks back up at Phoebe “ Free time I’d like for us to go out to dinner or something “ . I’m not making any sense Lucien thought it Came out different from what I was gonna ask .

That is so cute Phoebe thought she sniggers Lucien chewing his lip will she say something he thought “ Yes I would like that very much “ Did he hear right “ You would “ Phoebe sniggers again goes into her pocket bringing out her phone “ Exchange no’s “ looking up at Lucien.

“ There exchanging nos “ Darren lets the others know while Cora pays for the lunch good she thought smiling while Janet gives her the change the door opens Phoebe and Lucien come back inside “ I’ve paid we better get going “ “ Great thanks “ Phoebe smiles blushing “ Text you later “ “ Sure “  When  Lucien and Cora leave . Neil and Darren come rushing over wanting to know what’s happened.

“ Well we have exchanged no’s and he wants to take me to dinner “ Neil and Darren whooped hugging her Janet laughs those three are unbelievable she thought it will be Darren’s turn next she thought or possibly Ivan “ Whats going on here then “ Roy pokes his head out to see what the racket is “ Pheobes got a date finally “ “ I can speak for myself you know “ Neil and Darren giggled “ Good on you love “ . Roy was happy to hear the good news and Luke seemed a good person. He had better be, he wondered .

The door pings open and in walks Bailey with his son in the pram and Patrick no Elliot Janet had noticed little Casey was getting big now Bailey takes him out his buggy sitting him on his lap Darren goes over to them for there order “ Hey Guys usual no Elliot “ Bailey looks up at Darren has he done something new he thought Patrick kicks Bailey under the table what was that for he thought . “ Elliot and Christian are in South Africa visiting family “ Patrick explains Darren nodding, writing down their order “ What about Casey “ “ Macaroni please “ .

“ Oh congrats on finding out the sex the twins “ Bailey grunts then Bailey leaves Darren looks round at them again before he puts in there order “ What was that about “ Patrick asked Bailey looks up at him while he is giving Casey his bottle . “ What “ Patrick looks over at Darren again and back at Bailey “ Darren  “ what the hell is he thinking about Bailey thinking about Darren .

“ A vibe “ Bailey snorts what vibe is he on about he didn't get that “ Patrick calm down seriously “ “ Sorry “ Casey gives out a squeal Bailey and Patrick giggle he sure likes to be heard . “ Hello boys my isn't he getting big “ Janet lay down their cutlery chatting away while Roy and Ivan Carried on with the lunches .

“ He sure is “ Twins I heard Bailey “ News travels fast Bailey thought Janet is a lovely woman and has always made them feel welcome in the coffee shop “ Yep double trouble and were having twin girls “ My goodness Janet thought bad enough having twins but girls to “ Goodluck “ .At that Janet went over to the counter Phoebe was in dreamland it was good to see her smile they looked at each other . “ Ok “ Janet asked Phoebe nodded “ Janet Can I ask a favour “ .

“ Off Course Anything “ Phoebe leans against the counter her phone beeps again another text from Luke “ Would you come to the hospital next week for my check up “ “ Off Course I would “ Phoebe was thankful that Janet and Roy treated them well since her mum’s passing seven years ago her dad decided to go travelling round the world and decided to set roots in Thailand and set up a business there as a tour guide . even though Phoebe talks to him a couple times a week . She wanted to see what her options were before she told him the news.

Al and his date Matt walked into the local pub looking for a table so they could have a drink while having lunch. They have had a few dates so far and things were good between them since they chatted online first and decided to meet and since then have had a couple dates . They both wanted to get to know each other first before anything physical Al and Matt checked over the menu before getting there drinks Al looks up looking round the pub pretty busy for lunch time and notices someone at the bar hands on his head Al had to look twice was he seeing Things is that Doug he looks terrible he thought scruffy beard to . Holy shit he has let himself go, what do I do pretend I didn’t see him or maybe .

“ Al “ Al looks over at Matt Al looks over at the bar and back at his menu “ Thought I saw someone I know “ Matt looks round who he is referring to he thought while he checked the menu “ I’m gonna have a burger I think “ Matt says while Al still decided on what he wanted thinking about Doug maybe seeing if he is ok or not .

“ I’m sorry you have had your limit now “ Doug huffs my Limit Yea right he thought staring at the barmaid I want another drink then I’ll go “ Just one more then I’ll go “ “ Sir the lady said you have had your limit “ Fuck sake Doug thought huffing and fishing for his phone where is my phone dammit can’t I just have some peace to have a drink .
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“ DOUG “ NO WAY DOUG thought please don’t let it be him if I turn round Dougs phone drops Al picks it up they look at each other fuck Doug thought “ Damn imaging  you here “ Doug slurs and laughs Al thought it wasn’t funny he looks up at Matt Who is wondering who the person is Al is talking to .” Doug why are you here? “ Why am I here? He asks Doug snorts feeling slightly woozy and lightheaded “ I think you need to go home Doug" " I don’t have a home Al “ Doug sniffs Yep my home isn’t there anymore .

Shit Al thought what can I do I can’t abandon Matt on our date “ Doug do you have anyone to call “ Doug fishes out his phone hands it to Al he goes up to Matt to explain he will call a couple people Doug knows to come get him .Matt waited with Doug while Al called Connor letting him know about Doug and where he was to come get him at the pub they are in . 

Al went back inside over to Matt and Doug Matt had given him some water that was kind of him  Although he may need to sober up a bit “ Matt I’m sorry “ Matt looks at Al what is he Sorry for not his fault the person he knows got rat arsed “What are you Sorry for it ok from what you told me he is bound to lose it “ . Why is he so understanding? Al thought looking at each other smiling I wish they won’t look at each other that way. Doug thought looking between them it’s obvious they are on a date . Al’s phone rang Connor ringing he connected the call Connor had just arrived as he came into the pub looking around for them .

“ Doug let's go home and sober up “ Doug huffed I don’t wanna go home he thought it’s not home anymore “ Doug Connors right go with him to sober up “ Al says Doug sighs getting up Connor helping him “ You like him “ Doug whispers to Al he looks over at Matt who is on his phone “ I think so “ “ C’mon Doug let's go “ . Connor helps Doug with the steps he looks over at Al and Matt watches them go “ Doug “ “ Ok ok don’t nag let’s go “ .

“ Everything ok “ Al asks when Matt comes off the phone and sighs leaning forward “ Yea my boss giving me an update on the case we're on “ A policeman’s work never finishes Matt thought and since he made DS last year even busier Especially days off sometimes . “ Another “ Al asks, lifting up his empty glass “ just an orange juice “ .

The rest of their date went without any problems thankfully but Al had thought about Doug a couple times the state he was in wasn't good especially after Thomas death it must have hit him hard besides it’s not his problem I’m with Matt it’s up to Doug to sort out his life .I want to make a go of things with Matt we get on great and he seems to feel the same to about Al also ,

––––––––
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LUCIEN WALKS INTO HIS boss office looks round he is standing at the fire deep in thought he looks round at Lucien and smiles “ Lucien come lets sit “ Lucien goes nearer they both sit opposite chairs his boss opens a Jar “ would you like some whiskey Lucien “ “ No thanks “ He sits down the jar and sits back in his chair crossing his legs . “ What is on your mind Lucien “ Lots of things thoughts feeling he can’t explain “ Its Phoebe Sir “ He sits forward looking at Lucien “ Ahh the redhead feisty that one she has her follow up appointment soon Is that right  “ .

“ She has Sir “ Lucien you have feelings for her “ Lucien looks down at his hands Yes I admit it I have feelings for her “ I’m afraid of my feelings Sir “ He gets up going over to the fire Lucien watching him “ Maybe you should stay away for a while Lucien Let Cora carry on with the job . She isn’t a job Lucien thought “ Maybe but I’ve arranged a dinner date with Phoebe soon Sir it isn’t a job “ “ I see “ .

“ Sir please let me do this I won’t compromise anything I just want to be a friend for her do you understand what she is going through “ He looks round at Lucien hands behind his back “ As long as you don’t compromise anything Lucien “ Lucien looks up and smiles I would never he thought “ Thank you “ Lucien gets up He nods at Lucien and before Lucien leaves . “ You are one my best workers Lucien “ Lucien looks round. That's a good compliment he thought “ And I would hate to lose you “ . Lucien looks over thinking what a weird thing to say .

Lose me what does that mean I wouldn’t be going anywhere Lucien thought “Thanks and I’m not going anywhere Sir “ At that Lucien left he shut the door Peter looks round at Lucien coming out the office looking pensive “ Lucien Everything ok “ Lucien looks at Peter and nods looks round at the door again is he ok Peter thought have they had an argument then he gets a tingle . “ Excuse me Lucien he has called “ “ Off Course “ .

Lucien walks along the corridor to his quarters and notices some of the others standing around chatting and notice Lucien approaching “ Lucien how are you “ Lana asks “ I’m well what’s going on “ looking between everyone they all look at each other “ Haven’t you heard Zeke and Julius are leaving us “ Jonah explains leaving us Lucien thought this is the first he has heard of this where are they going he wonders .

“ They are have they an assignment “ Everyone looks at each other Lucien doesn’t know “ No they are to be reborn again it was their decision to do it together whole new identity “ Oh Wow Lucien thought good on them for that he excused himself to go back to his quarters a whole new identity so they can be together that’s something . Would that be possible for him so he can be with Pheobe or can I carry on what I’m doing but I will have to tell her eventually.

––––––––
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“ I’M REALLY SORRY ABOUT this “ Matt says while they waited on a taxi his boss had called him in for an emergency meeting regarding the case they were on “ It's Fine Matt we can arrange something soon “ That would be great Matt thought they definitely got on that’s for sure. They hugged Matt kissed Al cheek then left so much for their date well half a date Al thought and he wonders if Doug is ok Jesus he thought you have to stop thinking about Doug . Besides he isn’t your problem Al wonders since he decided to get on with his life but didn’t forget his promise to Thomas regarding making sure Doug will be ok which he will do if he ever did need him .
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CONNOR OPENED THE DOOR to Al standing there why is he here he thought he came out to the landing to talk to him “ How is he “ Connor sighed leaned against the wall looking at Al “ Not great to be honest Al and why are you here “ Al chews his lip that’s the question he wants to know to I should have just gone home but curiosity got him . “ I .. uh wanted to see if Doug was ok “ .

“ Connor why oh “ Rhona came out to the landing to see what Connor was doing and Saw Al “ I’m just going I see you guys are with him “ Al was about to leave when Rhona grabbed his arm he looks at Rhona “ Actually we never really thanked you for earlier did we Connor “ Rhona looks at Al and back Connor “ It’s ok I just got a shock when I saw him “ .

“ Your date Al “ Connor asked folding his arms “ Matt had to go back to work he is Ds in the police there on a case just now “ That’s a shame Rhona thought then she heard shuffling coming from the apartment Doug is back up she could hear “ I better go see to him “ Rhona leaves going back into the apartment to see to Doug .

“ I better go “ Al was about to leave when Connor stopped him Al looks down at Connors hand on his arm and looks at Connor “ He is struggling Al “ I get that I better go “ Connor didn't stop him going and was about to go back into the apartment when Doug appears wondering who Connor is talking to god he looks awful Al thought .

“ Connor, who are you? “ Doug stops and sees Al at the lift. Why is he here? He thought while looking at Connor “ Talk to him Doug “ Doug nods. Connor goes back inside and Al looks around wishing for the damn lift to hurry up.  “ Al wait “ .

Al looks up at the ceiling he turns to face Doug he looks like shit Al thought looks like he has sobered up a bit to “ I just wanted to make sure you were ok “ .

“ I had a bad moment it's hard “ It will be for a while Although  “ Drowning in alcohol won't help Doug “ He is probably right Doug thinks but it takes the pain away Thomas was his life . “ it stops me thinking “ Al shakes his head god will this lift hurry up .

Al huffs shaking his head Doug comes closer to Al he steps away “ Don't I have to go Doug “ “ Al please stay we can talk “ i wish I could stay but I can't he gets his phone out checking the time it's just past seven just an hour since he has work in the morning . “ Just an  hour I have to work in the morning “ . Doug smiles nodding, happy to hear Al could stay longer .

Doug goes into the apartment first, Connor and Rhona are going through some of Thomas's medical things; they look up as Doug and Al come inside Connor and Rhona look at each other again . “ Tea , Coffee “ “ Huh “ Al looks round at Doug at the kitchen he goes over sitting at one the stools “ Coffee please “ Then Connor and Rhona go into Thomas old room to sort things out there Al watches Doug prepare the coffees .

“ You have sobered up then “ Doug looks round and nods then went into the fridge for water and milk “ Yes milk “ “ Yes please
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