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As  children  grow  up,  they  develop  different  interests. Some  love  natural  things,  things  of  nature,  such  as  animals  and  plants.  Others,  however,  love  man-made  things,  created  by  people,  such  as  cars,  bicycles,  and  many  other  things.

There  was  once  a  boy  named  Tokelo.  Tokelo  was  the  only  child  in  his  family.  He  seemed  to  be  a  child  who  loved  animals  very  much,  because  he  enjoyed  watching  television  programs  that  featured  dogs. Tokelo’s  parents  were  not  people  who  liked  keeping  many  animals,  so  they  only  kept  one  cat.  The  cat’s  name  was  Katty.  It  was  female  and  grey  in  colour.  Katty  was kept  to  kill  mice,  because  the  mice  used  to  disturb  them  and  keep  them  awake  at  night.

However,  Tokelo  did  not  understand  Katty,  because  Katty  did  not  want  to  walk  with  him  when  he  went  to  the  shop.  It  also  refused  to  play  outside  and  would  always  run  around  inside  the  house. This  made  Tokelo  fail  to  connect  with  Katty.

One  day,  Tokelo  was  walking  home  from  church  with  his  father  when  they  met  another  man  who  was  walking  with  two  dogs  and  playing  with  them.  When  the  man  arrived,  he  greeted  Tokelo’s  father  as  though  they  had  known  each  other  for  a  long  time.  The  man’s  dogs  went  straight  to  Tokelo,  sniffed  him,  and  licked  his  hands.

What  surprised  Tokelo’s  father  was  that  Tokelo  did  not  show  any  fear  while  the  dogs  were  sniffing  him.  Instead,  he  appeared  relaxed  and  gently  stroked  their  heads,  his  face  full  of  joy. That  was  when  Tokelo’s  father  realized  that  Tokelo  loved  dogs.

That  evening,  when  they  arrived  home,  Tokelo  ran  excitedly  to  his  mother. He  told  her  all  about  the  dogs  he  had  met  and  continued  talking  about  them  without  stopping.  As  days  passed,  Tokelo’s  mother  and  father  decided  that  they  would  buy  him  a  dog.  However,  they  planned  to  give  it  to  him  on  his  seventh  birthday.

They  waited  patiently  for  the  day  to  arrive,  as  it  was  already  approaching.  When  it  finally  came,  they  did  exactly  as  they  had  planned.  They  bought  Tokelo  a  dog  as  his  birthday  gift. The  dog  they  bought  for  him  was  called  Bobby.  It  was  black  with  white  patches.  In  short,  a  black  and  white  male  dog.

On  that  day,  Tokelo  was  extremely  happy,  as  though  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  received  a  birthday  gift.  He  could  not  stop  stroking  Bobby’s  head.  He  even  refused  to  eat,  whenever  he  was  given  food,  he  passed  it  to  Bobby.  Tokelo’s  mother  and  father  were  very  happy.  They  took  pictures  of  Tokelo  and  Bobby  using  their  phones,  because  it  was  the  first  time  they  had  seen  their  son  so  happy.

As  the  days  went  by,  Tokelo  and   Bobby  became  like  a  finger  and  a  nail,  inseparable. Tokelo  had  already  taught  Bobby  many  things,  and  Bobby  also  knew  what  Tokelo  liked  and  disliked.  Tokelo  spent  a  lot  of  time  with  Bobby  and  enjoyed  playing  ball  with  him  more  than  playing  with  his  school  friends.  He  had  realized  that  when  he  played  with  Bobby,  he  played  until  he  was  truly  satisfied.  The  reason  he  was  no  longer  interested  in  playing  with  his  friends  was  because  they  would  play  for  only  a  short  time  and  then  say  they  were  tired.

Tokelo  and  Bobby  had  become  very  close  friends.  Whenever  Tokelo  went  to  the  shop,  Bobby  went  with  him.  Even  when  he  visited  his  friends,  he  took  Bobby  along.  This  helped  Bobby  become  familiar  with  Tokelo’s  friends  so  that  when  they  visited  Tokelo  at  home,  Bobby  would  not  bite  them.  Bobby  was  a  very  fierce  dog.  No  one  could  enter  Tokelo’s  home  without  Bobby  knowing  them.  He  would  chase  a  person  until  they  rushed  into  the  house,  and  only  then  would  he  leave  them  alone.

This  made  Tokelo  very  happy.  When  Bobby  chased  someone,  Tokelo  would  laugh  until  he  fell  to  the  ground.  Afterwards,  he  would  go  and  tell  his  friends  about  it.  However,  there  were  days  when  Tokelo  felt  very  lonely  without  Bobby.  When  he  was  sick,  his  parents  would  not  allow  him  to  go  outside  to  play  with  Bobby.  This  made  Bobby  very  sad.  You  would  see  Bobby  hitting  the  door  with  his  tail  and  whining.

Because  of  this,  Tokelo  agreed  to  take  his  medicine  so  that  he  could  recover  quickly  and  play  with  Bobby  again.  Before  Bobby  came  into  his  life,  Tokelo  disliked  taking  medicine.  Whenever  he  was  sick,  he  refused  to  drink  it  and  had  to  be  forced.  But  ever  since  Bobby  arrived,  he  willingly  took  his  medicine.  Because  his  parents  always  told  him  that  if  he  took  it,  he  would  get  better  quickly  and  be  able  to  play  with  Bobby.

Tokelo’s  parents  had  grown  very  fond  of  Bobby.  They  bought  him  dog  food  and  special  soap  to  keep  him  clean.  They  did  not  want  dirt  from  Bobby  to  affect  Tokelo.  They  also  taught  Tokelo  that  after  playing  with  Bobby,  he  must  wash  his  hands  with  soap  before  touching  food.  This  stayed  in  Tokelo’s  mind  at  all  times.  There  was  never  a  day  when  he  said  he  had  forgotten  to  wash  his  hands,  because  it  was  something  he  did  every  single  day.

Tokelo  no  longer  liked  visiting  his  grandmother  when  schools  closed  for  the  winter  holidays,  because  his  parents  did  not  allow  him  to  take  Bobby  with  him.  He  did  not  like  leaving  Bobby  behind.  Bobby  was  a  very  affectionate  dog.  He  could  sense  when  Tokelo  was  sad  and  would  try  to  make  him  feel  better.  You  would  see  him  playing  with  Tokelo,  licking  his  cheeks  and  neck,  tickling  him  until  he  laughed.  Sometimes  when  Tokelo  fell  and  hurt  himself,  Bobby  would  lick  the  wound,  and  that  would  stop  Tokelo  from  crying.

Tokelo  often  spoke  to  Bobby  as  if  Bobby  could  talk.  You  would  see  him  stroking  Bobby’s  head  while  talking  to  him.  At  school,  when  the  teacher  asked  the  children  to  draw  their  favourite  animals  and  colour  them,  Tokelo  would  draw  a  picture  of  Bobby  and  colour  it  just  like  him.  This  often  made  him  the  winner,  because  he  was  drawing  an  animal  he  lived  with  and  knew  well.

Other  children  tried  to  draw  animals  they  did  not  live  with,  and  they  struggled  because  they  only  saw  those  animals  from  a  distance  and  not  up  close.  Tokelo’s  parents  were  concerned  that  Bobby  was  a  male  dog.  If  he  had  been  female,  he  could  have  had  puppies  like  himself.  They  had  already  noticed  that  Bobby  was  growing  old  and  could  die  at  any  time.  This  worried  them  deeply,  because  Tokelo  would  be  heartbroken  if  Bobby  were  to  die.

However,  Tokelo  seemed  unconcerned.  Perhaps  because he  did  not  yet  understand  that  animals  grow  older  faster  than  people.  Many  animals  have  shorter  lifespans  because  they  mature  quickly.  Or  perhaps  he  simply  could  not  imagine  living  one  day  without  Bobby.

Tokelo  loved  Bobby  in  a  remarkable  way.  The  only  time  he  did  not  take  Bobby  with  him  was  when  he  went  to  school.  Apart  from  that,  Bobby  went  everywhere  with  him.  Tokelo  used  to  enjoy  going  out  with  his  father,  but  he  no  longer  liked  doing  so,  because  his  father  did  not  allow  him  to  put  Bobby  in  the  car.

When  his  parents  were  not  at  home,  Tokelo  would  often  bring  Bobby  inside  the  house  and  let  him  sit  on  the  sofa  while  he  watched  television. This  had  become  a  habit,  something  he  always  did  whenever  his  parents  went  somewhere.

One  night,  Tokelo  was  sitting  alone  in  the  living  room  watching  television  while  his  parents  were  asleep.  Suddenly,  he  heard  Bobby  hitting  the  door  with  his  tail.  Tokelo  stood  up,  opened  the  door,  and  Bobby  came  inside.  He  then  sat  down  with  him  in  the  house.

As  time  went  on,  while  Tokelo  was  watching  television  with  Bobby,  sleep  slowly  overcame  him  because  he  was  tired.  He  had  spent  the  whole  afternoon  running  and  playing  ball  with  Bobby.  He  forgot  that  he  had  brought  Bobby  into  the  house.  He  decided  to  sleep  on  the  sofa  since  it  was  the  weekend.  He  was  not  worried  about  having  to  go  to  school  the  next  day.  At  home,  he  had  been  given  a  rule  that  he  could  only  watch  television  on  weekends,  not  during  the  week.  During  the  week,  he  was  expected  to  focus  on  his  schoolbooks.

In  the  morning,  when  his  parents  woke  up,  they  found  Tokelo  sleeping  on  the  sofa  with  Bobby.  This  made  his  mother  very  angry  because  she  did  not  like  Bobby  coming  into  the  house.  She  complained  that  Bobby  left  his  fur  on  her  sofas.  She  took  his  father’s  belt  and  beat  both  Bobby  and  Tokelo  with  it,  then  threw  Bobby  outside.

Tokelo  felt  very  sad  about  what  had  happened.  He  had  not  intended  for  Bobby  to  sleep  inside  the  house.  However,  it  was  something  he  was  bound  to  face  eventually,  because  he  had  been  bringing  Bobby  into  the  house  for  a  long  time  without  being  caught.  His  mother  had
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