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Everything that is done in the dark will eventually come to the light. When we exhibit bad behavior we’re often ashamed of it even in private. Some will try to hide what they’ve done and pray that hit never gets found out, but the worse the behavior, the harder it is to keep it a secret for long. In the Bible, God chooses many people to do his will, but they were far from perfect.

"The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Saying, 'No eye will see me.' And he disguises his face." - Job 24:15

Words Worth Knowing

	naaph (Strong's #5003): To commit adultery.

	sum / sim (Strong's #7760): Put, place, set (translated as disguise)


Reading Selection

One of the worst examples of people behaving badly in the Bible comes from the book of Genesis. Jacob’s mother Rebekah convinced Jacob to pose as his brother Esau, so that he could trick his nearly blind and dying father into giving him his brother’s blessing. This causes many Bible scholars to question why Jacob was chosen even after proving himself to be a deceiver and a thief.

“And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.” – Genesis 27:15-19

––––––––
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ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF bad behavior in the Old Testament comes from Judah, the patriarch of the tribe by the same name. When Judah’s first son died, he gave Tamar his second son, but when he died, Judah refused to marry her off to his youngest son. After being warned of his approach, Tamar pretended to be a prostitute, negotiated with Judah for her services, and ended up pregnant with twins. Of the two children, it is Pharez’s line through whom Christ would come. This example goes to show that God can turn an Old Testament act of prostitution into future salvation for all mankind.

“And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it? And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.” - Genesis 38:13-18

The final example of chosen people behaving badly is David. During a war, David spotted Bathsheba bathing and desired to have sex with her. After being warned that she was the wife of his soldier Uriah, David still slept with her. After getting her pregnant, he then tried to trick Uriah into sleeping with his wife so that he would think that he got her pregnant. When it didn’t work, David sent Uriah to the front line of battle to be killed so that he could take Bathsheba as his own wife. This even later leads to another war, but it also leads to the birth of King Solomon, the son of David through whom Christ would come.

“And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child. And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David. And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. And David said to Uriah, Tarry here to day also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house. And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die. And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men were. And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the
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