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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you  
know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of 
 speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young 
 Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers 
 book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a  
Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose 
 the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book  
for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features  
esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters, 
 fascinating nonfiction, and more!




This book is perfect for a Transitional Reader who: 
 •  can read multisyllable and compound words; 
 •  can read words with prefixes and suffixes; 
 •  is able to identify story elements (beginning, middle, end, plot, setting, 
     characters, problem, solution); and 
 •  can understand different points of view.

Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book: 
 •  Vocabulary: Some of the words in this book may be unfamiliar to the 
     child. Find the words below in the text. Can the child use picture or text 
     clues to figure out the meaning? Look up the definitions of the words below 
     and any other words the child does not understand in the dictionary.




Emperor Penguins




Antarctica




creatures




flippers




flutter




glide




paddle




waddle




•  Comprehension: After reading the book, have the child answer the 
     following questions: 
       • How do the penguin’s colors help protect it from enemies? 
       • How do the eggs stay safe in cold weather? 
       • Where do the chicks get their food from?




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift 
 you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM 
 Penguin Young Readers program




*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas 
 and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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A penguin is not your average bird.
 Why?
 Well, for one thing, penguins can’t fly.
 They can’t even flutter off the ground.
 Their wings are more like flippers.
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And that’s a good thing.
 Because penguins like to swim.
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Ducks paddle, and swans glide.
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But penguins zoom underwater. 
 Some can go 25 miles an hour. 
 That’s faster than any other bird.





But penguins zoom underwater.
 Some can go 25 miles an hour.
 That’s faster than any other bird.
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