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How to Kick Ass as a Freelance Writer


Being a freelance writer guarantees that your
writing journey will never be dull. Freelance writers don’t stay
inside the lines. In a 24 hour period, a writer today may write a
blog post, submit an article to an editor on another continent via
e-mail, publish an e-book, update their social media statuses, and
post a couple of tweets. Most days feel like you are navigating a
literary minefield! This book delves into issues pertinent to the
modern writer, providing a blueprint on how to succeed.

The topics in this writing guide include
blogging, publishing e-books, working with editors, dealing with
critics, time management, writer’s block, CVs, motivation, writing
a book series, digital protection measures, deadlines, creative
stress, query letters, writing environments, handling negative book
reviews, pimping up your website, goal setting, finding your voice,
copyright issues, respecting your writing, erotica writing, writing
conferences, technostress, rejection, collaborative writing, and
dozens of additional topics. The wisdom and input of over 170
writers is included in this guidebook. Here’s to us, the freelance
writers who adapt no matter what the publishing world throws at
us!
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Starting
Out


Starting
Out

I celebrated 17 years as a full-time
freelance writer last year. It has been an exciting journey, one
that has taken me to literal and figurative places that I never
imagined. I would not trade one moment for anything. No, that’s not
true. I would wish I hadn’t procrastinated so long on a number of
writing projects but overall I’ve been more than satisfied with the
past decade and a half.

Thinking back to 17 years ago, a lot has
changed in how submissions are done. My first sale was a travel
piece I sold to our local newspaper that ended up running in most
of the paper’s sister newspapers. I sent the idea for the article
via snail mail to the editor with a SASE enclosed. The query itself
was typed on my fancy electronic Brother typewriter. The editor
responded by scrawling on my query letter, “Sounds good. Call me.”
She jotted her number below the four words.

I called her amidst a flurry of butterflies.
I took notes of everything she said during the conversation and
promised to get the article to her by her three week deadline.

I worked on the piece, knowing I had to mail
it after two weeks to ensure it got to her in time to make the
three week deadline. I felt like I’d won the lottery as I rode my
bike to the post office to send the envelope that contained my
article via registered mail.

The editor called me a week later and said
she loved the piece but wondered if I had any accompanying pictures
from my travel destination. I said I did and she asked me to rush
them to her. I raced down to the local one hour photo shop and had
a dozen pictures made from the negatives. I slid the photos into
sleeves and wrote a caption for each one before heading back to the
post office.

When my article ran three weeks later, I did
a happy dance for hours in my living room. I still have a photocopy
of the $250 cheque I received for that article sitting in a frame
in my office space.

A year after that, I began querying editors
and submitted articles electronically. What a massive change that
was! Writers new to the field can’t imagine the days when
everything was snail mailed and you had to buy ribbon tape for your
typewriter.


What is a
Writer?

What is a writer? People ask me that question
all the time. They seem to be looking for validation for themselves
or have a need to put a label on things. Whatever the reason, I am
always happy to share my well-thought-out and lengthy description
of what I think a writer is:

A writer is someone who writes. Period.

Yes, it really is that simple. It doesn’t
need to be a fancy-wrapped package with a glittery bow on top. A
writer is someone who writes. I don’t care how many publishing
credits you have to your name, not even if the grand total is zero.
I don’t care in what medium, if any, you’ve been published in. Book
length or blurbs, it doesn’t matter. If you sit your ass in a chair
and pound out words, even if they are a garbled mess, you are a
writer.

People who say you are not an official writer
until you have one book-length hardcover work printed by a
reputable publisher to your credit need to be dragged into a dark
alley and have the crap beaten out of them. It’s so ridiculous. Do
you write? Then you are a writer.


Writer Exceptions

I know I just got through defending my
position that anyone who writes is a writer but there is one
exception: writing poseurs. We’ve all met them - cocky, opinionated
people who claim to be writing the next great novel that will rock
the literary world. Yet they don’t mention that they haven’t
written more than one word in the five years or five decades that
they’ve been making their ridiculous claims. These people try to
soak in the glories of writing while not actually penning
anything.

Almost as bad is the writer who never gets
past the researching phase to get to where he or she does any
actual writing. Some wanna-be writers stay mired in this phase
their entire lives. I met a fellow who was writing an amazing
technological thriller. It was going to change the world if he
could ever get past the research, he claimed. “Huh?” was my
response to his absurd statement. He explained that technology is
changing at such a rapid rate that he is constantly researching to
keep up with the new developments in the field. Because of the
never-ending research, he never has a chance to actually write any
of the novel.

Wanna-be writing poseurs will never amount to
anything in the literary world.


Top 10 Signs
You are a Newbie

There’s nothing
wrong with being a writing newbie; all writers were unpublished and
inexperienced at one point. But you can avoid having flashing neon
signs in your writing that point out that fact by steering clear of
doing the following:

-
You address your query letters,
“To whom it may concern.”

-
You are willing to give your
work away. (Exception - when it’s a barter situation or to support
a cause you believe in.)

-
You brag to editors about how
much your mother and your friends love, love, love your
work.

-
You think doing two drafts is
one draft too many. Or, even worse, you think your work is perfect
and never needs editing.

-
You claim that your work will
appeal to everyone in the entire world.

-
You have been doing research
for a decade but have not written more than three pages of your
novel.

-
You refuse to share the full
idea of what you are working on with editors, just allude to it, as
you are scared the editor will steal your idea.

-
Dream scenarios are a mainstay
in your fiction writing.

-
Believing that you don’t have
to have a social media presence or even an online presence to be a
successful writer.

-
Your writing is full of
clichés. After all, you don’t want to be a flash in the
pan.


Top 10 Traits
Writers Need to Have

IMHO, the
more of these characteristics you have, the greater your
chances of success as a
writer:

-
Perseverance - to keep you
going when the urge to quit writing is stronger than your desire to
breathe

-
Thick-skinned - so rejection
letters and disappointment don’t burrow into you

-
Stubborn - it can be a good
thing to ‘stick to your guns’

-
Time management skills -
writing time isn’t always abundant and you have to carve it out
wherever you can

-
Ability to keep your
ass-in-chair - the only way to be a writer is to write

-
Imagination - without it, your
work may be boring

-
Discipline - a necessary skill
if you want to write more than 100 words a year

-
Patience - the literary world
sometimes crawls along at a slow pace

-
Creative - writers who think
outside the cube have an advantage

-
Risk-taker - the ability to go
out on that limb is a valuable asset


Writers Advice
to their Newbie Writing Self

Shenaaz Nanji holds an MFA in Writing from
Vermont College. She has written seven books for children that have
won several awards. Her novel, Child of Dandelions, was
nominated for the Governor General Award in Children’s Literature.
Here is a copy of the letter she would write to her starting-out
writer self:

“My Dear Girl:

1. You don’t have to begin at the beginning.
Begin writing any scene you are excited about then write scene two
then scene three. When you finish ten great scenes, presto you will
know how to begin.

2. Try to write a few articles for free. You
will gain credibility and confidence.

3. Write about what you care. Write for the
people you care and the words will flow. Don’t do it for money. You
will never get your money’s worth. Do it only for the love of
it.

4. Share your writing, shut up, and listen.
Suck up the criticism. The best part is you can rewrite.

5. Rethink, Revise, Rewrite. Great writers
did not sit down and write one brilliant word after another all at
once.”

~~~~~

Jock Mackenzie, the President of Red Deer
Writers’ Ink, has published a teacher reference book on essay
writing and not published a crime novel, Dealing with
Dymans.

“Dear Jock,

Hang on! You are about to embark on a
satisfying, challenging, humbling, frustrating, edifying,
interesting, and endless journey. If you’re looking for pay, go
another way. The paying that’s important on this voyage is paying
attention. Pay attention to all of the details of life. Keep a pen
and notepad (or higher tech device) with you at all times to note
the quirky and the poignant, the minute and pervasive. Look and
listen and feel and smell and touch knowing you will have the
chance to put sensations into words. Watch for what’s good and
uplifting to share with your readers. Watch too for the dark
because we also learn by observing what not to do, but don’t dwell
there. Read as widely as possible and, once again, pay attention to
what moves you and why it moves you. Strive to be the best you can
be - and have as much fun along the way as you can - and celebrate
any and all successes.”

~~~~~

John
Warner, workaholic, retirement failure, author of
Emperor of the East
Slope and the award-
winning Golden Quest:

“To
complete a book is a cherished milestone few achieve. To hold the
printed copy in your hand rarefies your standing. OK, so well done!
(Hope you never know how hard it is to market the damned thing!)
Know that the urge that started this will never go away. You will
always be an addict and frequent mind prods will urge you back to
the keyboard when you are fallow. You may never be the addict that
Nora Roberts is…but you may try.

The
Internet is wonderful for quick and accurate research. Better than
newspaper archives and libraries where I started out,
pre-computers. Enjoy your technical advantage!

Should
editors equate you alongside or above popular authors, be proud,
but not prideful. Remember, they have agents, publishers,
reputations, fans, sales and experience.

Read
more. Suck in knowledge. Keep a notebook at your bedside for those
three a.m. revelations.

Stick with your
method. Just because you have no idea where a story is going does
not mean it is not in motion and actually has an ending.

When
friends stay up all hours enthralled and forget you are the author,
you have achieved…something. When even critics have to read to the end, there is a
victory.

Make
contacts with other writers, associations and like-minded groups
who will encourage you and suggest means. Writing is an insular
endeavour but marketing is not.

Edit,
edit, edit. Then edit again and get others to help. Subsequent
editing will then be desirable.

Keep
faith. Nothing will get done if you do not get started.”

~~~~~

Alison Neuman has a Bachelor of Applied
Communications from MacEwan, has contributed writing to numerous
publications, and has released her Young Adult novel Ice
Rose: “Keep reading. Keep writing. Keep believing. Be
persistent. You are a writer. You will get published. You will
reach your dreams and goals if you stay focused and keep
positive.”

~~~~~

Ron Wood has authored four best sellers. His
most recent is All Roads Lead to Manyberries, a sequel to
And God Created Manyberries: “Continue to follow the advice
of that old journalist who told you way back in 1965 to read, read,
read and then read some more. Spend an equal amount of time
listening."

~~~~~

Cathy Jewison is the author of The Ugly
Truck and Dog Contest and Other Tales of Northern Life, a
collection of short stories set in Yellowknife, NWT. “If I could
send a letter to Cathy-the-fledgling-writer I would tell her not to
worry so much. That her investment in time and effort to learn both
the craft of writing, as well as the business side of things, would
pay off. That she should focus more on doing a good job, and less
on whether a particular story was going to published. That she
should work hard and keep the faith.”

~~~~~

Vance Nevada lives in Blackfalds, Alberta,
and is the author of Wrestling in the Canadian West and is
the 2010 winner of the James C. Melby Historian award. He would
tell his beginning writer self three things:

1. Never underestimate the usefulness of an
editor. Even if you are a subject matter expert, by the time that
you have written, re-written and reviewed your own material over
and over, there is a great value in having an unrelated pair of
eyes look over your stuff. Even if your work is solid from a
technical sense, these folks can help to steer greater development
of certain areas of your work. Related to an editor though, this
service can get very pricy very fast ... and in the end you may
have a significant cash outlay and still need to edit for
grammar/spelling etc. So make sure you know what you’re getting and
the end cost.

2. If your work relies on input or interviews
with anybody, even if they are really into your project, expect
that without some gentle nudging, you may never get what you need
in time. Some people you may never hear back from at all.
Inevitably, it is the folks that you extended invitations for an
interview on multiple occasions that will be the first to criticize
the finished product anyway.

3. If you’re writing your first book,
recognize that the book industry is different from probably most
out there. Unless you’re starting from some point which readily
gives you a platform to promote, there is a lot of self-promotion
involved to get your title moving. Just putting it out there on
boom shelves isn’t a guarantee that anyone will be interested
enough to buy. Explore every opportunity possible to promote
yourself and your title, any potential forum where your target
audience may already be planning to attend.

~~~~~

Laurie Fuhr edits filling Station. Her
writing has been published widely, including Rogue Stimulus: The
Stephen Harper Holiday Anthology for a Prorogued Parliament. “I
was watching Anne-Marie MacDonald on TV once talking about how
divine inspiration hits her over the head and she just writes a
whole book. That same week, I heard another interview with a writer
who claimed she didn’t know where her ideas came from and felt
there was a spooky outside force, and that this made some writers
special people who can be the conduits for those forces. I call
bullsh*t. There are too many musicians and writers I’ve come across
that buy into that stuff and they can’t write anything, they’ve got
permanent writers block because they’re waiting for divine
inspiration to come knocking on their door. But the secret is to
write anyway, because you just can’t imagine what it is that’s
going to come out of you until it’s coming out. Trust yourself and
write as much as possible, and you learn somehow, and that’s how
you get good over time.”

“Also, advice to former self from future
self: There’s no God, there’s no heaven, and even the people who
will remember you are all going to die, until there’s no one left
to remember you or anyone you love. A moment of time is less than a
speck, and an era, maybe a grain in the history of the world. Even
if you publish a much-loved book that’s the case, so that
egotistical making-your-mark on the world stuff doesn’t fly. You
might as well do whatever you can to make yourself feel better
about the inevitability of these facts, and if it’s writing, you
might as well try. Oh, and while you’re at it, try to quit feeling
like a victim despite believing all of this, and don’t get
depressed, it doesn’t help anyone to like you better.”

~~~~~

Christine
Falk, a poet with work published in The International Library of
Poetry, Illiad Press,
and Verses Magazine,
is currently working on getting her first novel published. She
offers advice to herself: “I have three definite things I would say
to me when I first began writing:

1.
Be patient, both with yourself
and with the overall process of becoming good at your craft. Don’t
be afraid to experiment and try new things. When I first started, I
imagined I would just write a lot of great short stories but in the
end that was not my best area of writing. I eventually tried other
styles; poetry, non-fiction, fiction, magazine articles, business
writing, reviews, and commentaries to name a few. Trying different
things gave me new awareness of my strengths and weaknesses,
directed me to developing new skills and styles, and opened my eyes
to a world of previously unseen opportunities.

2.
Don’t be afraid to network with
other writers. Writing can sometimes be a very solitary venture. I
have spent countless hours alone with my notebooks or my keyboard
not really knowing if what I was producing was worth my efforts or,
in the end, marketable. You will get a feel for what feels or
sounds right but a critical eye that is not your own is an
immeasurable asset. Seek out other writers in your genre or find a
trusted friend or mentor to offer some occasional feedback for all
your hard efforts.

3.
Have fun. Find ways to enjoy
what you are doing and you will truly learn, grow, and develop into
the writer you hope to become. Don’t let monotony invade your
writing space and don’t allow negativity to dampen your enthusiasm
to be a writer. Trust me, there are those who will discourage you
and say you are wasting your time daydreaming but eventually
someone will read something you have penned and gush praise at your
writing ability because you have made the effort to become a good
writer and that will be a moment of enormous value.”

~~~~~

Judy Andrekson has been a writer-at-heart
since childhood, but now works as a writer/editor-for-profit,
finding success through her six children’s novels (Tundra Books),
articles, teaching and her fast-growing editing business, The
Writing Zone: “There are many things I would tell my
beginner-writer self if I could, but the main one would be to take
my writing more seriously as a career choice. I was always into
writing, from a very young age, but I never thought of it as
something I could do as a job until I was well into adulthood.
Writing - especially creative writing - is not generally encouraged
as a career choice by educators, parents and others. Like many of
the arts, it’s seen as a charming hobby - something to be pursued
when the rest of life allows you the time and inspiration - but not
something to be taken as a serious life path. Had I known then what
I know now about the options available to writers - creative
writing, technical writing, writing for the web, teaching, editing,
etc - I would have been more apt to focus my education and my
energies on the one thing that felt very satisfying, challenging
and ‘right’, rather than spending so many years looking for
something else and ‘playing’ with writing on the sidelines. When
age and experience finally led me back to my first passion and I
began to treat it as a true business and career option, I found
that my fears fell away, education in my field was exciting to me,
my passion and energy for my work was magnified, and success came
relatively easily. It could be that I needed time to grow into
being a professional writer and that things happened as they did
for a reason, but I can’t help but wonder if the path would have
been easier - or at least different - if someone had directed me,
as a young person, to pursue my love of writing in a more serious
way.”

~~~~~

Blaine
Newton is an award-winning playwright, described by the Canadian
Security and Intelligence Service as a “person of interest”. He offers advice to his
beginning writer self: “I started writing in the late 70s, so I
suppose my first advice would be to buy Microsoft. But really, the
question is one of those time-travel conundrums. If the advice
involves changing an action or an attitude, then the outcome must
be different, and you won’t end up in the place you are right now -
the place from which you’re doling out your grandiose advice on how
to weather the path you’d no longer be taking. My younger self
would find this confusing, and probably want to lie down for a
while. Even a homily as simple as “enjoy the journey” could negate
any drive or creative energy arising from the frustration or
impatience of youth. When I consider my compromises: comfort versus
chance, needs of a young marriage versus the necessity to endure
the endless fail/rise cycle of artistic learning, family versus
artistic commitment - because intense professional growth
(Gladwell’s 10,000 hours) requires an environment of
self-centredness - I like where I am. Really. Perhaps it’s not as
far in some directions as I would have wanted to go, but if that
means changing other aspects of my life to restore balance to the
larger cosmic equation, then never mind. But still, there are the
“what if” scenarios. My advice to my younger self, were I able to
leap back and whisper from behind the arras, would be “pay no
attention to that man behind the curtain.”


Writing
Excuses

I’ve heard all
the excuses:

“My kids
won’t leave me alone for
two minutes.”

“My day job
mentally wipes me out so I have nothing left to give to my
writing.”

“I
can’t get any alone
time.”

“There’s not
enough time in the day.”

“I can’t write
until inspiration hits.”

Yet many
writers with a long list of commitments find time to produce an
impressive amount of work. We all have the same 24 hours a day; I’d wager you could
find more time to eke out a few more words if you tried hard
enough.

If
writing is as important to you as breathing, I am convinced that
you will find the time to do it, no matter how packed your schedule
already is. Cori, an
award-winning Canadian journalist, sums the issue up, “Day by day.
Word by word. Keep writing – however much you can, whenever you can
– and the stories will build. Slowly but surely.”


Top 10 Excuses
for Not Writing

Writers who
avoid writing have the lamest excuses:

“Not
enough time.” This one is so pathetic. People have time to watch
brain sucking TV shows or putter away hours at the mall or on the
golf course but they don’t have time to write. This is a case of
choosing different priorities, not about not having enough
time.

“Nowhere
to write.” Again, lame. People who really want to write don’t wait
for the perfect environment, they write wherever they
are.

“The kids
are always underfoot.” Swap children with a neighbour or enlist
help to get a few minutes here or there. Others make it work, so
can you.

“I get
bored with my ideas before I get to the end.” If that’s the case,
skip novel writing for now and write poems or short stories. Until
you develop the ability to see projects through to the end, write
something that you don’t whine you won’t be able to
finish.

“I have
writer’s block.” Writer’s block, schmiter’s block. Nike said it
best - just do it!

“Someone
will steal my ideas.” Trust me - whatever idea you are pondering
has already been written about. But you have the ability to cover
the idea in your own unique way.

“My muse
has vanished.” Don’t wait for the muse to find you. Hunt her down,
tie her up, throw her over your shoulder, and take her home with
you.

“I’m too tired to
write after a long day at work and family obligations.” We’re all
tired. We’re all overloaded. Suck it up. If you really want to be a
writer, you’ll break through the fatigue and write.

“The
research never ends.” Sure it does, you just choose to continue
researching so you don’t have to move onto the harder part -
actually writing.

“I don’t
have proper writing tools.” So you don’t have the latest laptop or
netbook? Write on a pad with a pencil or pen like the past literary
greats did and then type it up on the library computer.

Don’t let
lame excuses hold you back!


Work Space


Finding Your
Best Writing Environment

Not clear what your ideal writing environment
is? Think back to when you first started writing. Arguably the most
challenging time for most writers is when they are first starting
to write as they haven’t had time to establish a supportive
routine. Beginners do what feels right to get to a place where they
can get the words out; the circumstances they are drawn to are
often what works best for them. When you first started writing,
what was your environment like? What did you do to coax your
creativity into giving up some words? Thinking back to when you
first started out might give you some clarity into where you do
your best writing.

Some writers do the opposite and find less
than ideal working conditions as they claim doing so helps them
produce their best work. Instead of finding the best working
conditions in order to feed their imagination to write, some
writers starve their imagination so it will work overtime to create
an alternative environment. This method seems to work best for
fiction and poetry writers. It may sound extreme to most of us but
others claim it works.


Figure Out Your
Ideal Writing Conditions

To create your own ideal writing conditions,
ponder the following:

- Do you prefer total silence, earsplitting
noise, or something in between? What type of sound is the most
soothing?

- How are you physically most comfortable?
Think of clothing, body position, and furniture.

- How much space do you need to be
comfortable?

- At what point in your day are you most
creative?

- Do you need people around you to be
creative?

- Can you write in tiny chunks of time or do
you prefer one big, solid block of time?

- Do you prefer your writing location to be
the same every day or to change regularly?

- Give yourself the home-court advantage by
figuring out how you can produce your best work. If you need to
cluck like a chicken five times while standing on your head before
you start writing, do it!

All this said, what if you can’t recreate
your ideal working conditions? The most productive writers find
ways to write no matter what, even under some unbearable
conditions. As harsh as this may sound, sometimes you just have to
suck it up and write.


Writers on
Location

I met a fellow writer while walking my dog.
She admitted that she does her best writing in cemeteries. There is
a graveyard within walking distance of her home and she finds them
anywhere she goes. As she pointed out, while most people don’t give
much thought to cemeteries, you can find them almost anywhere. Her
favorite one is five minutes from where she works and she feels
like she is in a place of solitude when she is there. What is so
ideal about writing in a cemetery? Unlike her workplace, which is a
constant stream of people, and unlike her home, which is filled
with kids and surrounded by loud neighbors, a cemetery is peaceful.
Day or night, you are guaranteed a quiet and serene writing time
unless there is a service going on. She made another point - people
leave you alone in cemeteries and assume you are there to visit
someone who died. Why tell them that their assumption is wrong?

The following week, a writer shared her love
of going to orchestra rehearsals; she claims she gets her best and
most productive writing done at such events. She was surprised how
many musical groups have open rehearsals and while most of them are
free, a few charge up to $10. But that is a pittance to pay, she
claims, when she is able to get so much work done at a typical
rehearsal. At the orchestra rehearsal she attended on last December
2nd, she was able to get over 3,000 words written and,
as she pointed out, they were almost perfect words with little
‘literary waste’. Why are orchestra rehearsals so great? “You get a
comfortable seat in a perfect climatic environment and the music
uplifts your soul. No one is trying to talk your ear off and people
leave you alone. With such ideal conditions, it’s almost impossible
not to have a productive writing session.”

One
writer shared his quest to find the perfect writing location, “My
first instinct was to go to the library. It’s quiet and has lots of secluded corners next
to big windows but I found myself getting distracted by other
things that are good for procrastination like e-mail. The following
week I went to a local cafe. They make a nice lunch and a good cup
of tea. I wrote my fingers off. I couldn’t get the words out fast
enough. It set me up for a very productive week. It was a great
experience. My next writing day I started at the library. It was
great for doing the less creative tasks of blogging and networking.
Halfway through the day I decided to hit the cafe again. I wrote
four articles in as many hours and wrote down even more ideas. I
had to peel myself away from the computer. It was amazing. I once
read that J.K. Rowling wrote Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
in a cafe with her baby rocking
by her feet and now I know why. The activity of the cafe gets the
juices flowing like nothing I’ve done before.”

Michael
Lewis has written under “every conceivable circumstance” and has no
writing rituals. He
believes the quality of prose does not depend on the circumstance
in which it was composed. The muse doesn’t visit you, he claims,
you visit the muse.


Alternatives to
Writing at Home

One
problem with trying to write at home is that distractions are
always screaming your name. Whether it’s the pile of laundry, the sink overflowing with
dirty dishes, the dust bunnies that are multiplying, or the TV
shows that you’ve recorded, your home is filled with chores and
people vying for your attention. One solution is to let friends,
family members, and neighbours know that you are available for
house sitting. In exchange for watering a few plants and feeding a
cat, you’ll have a place to write with no distractions.

Another
option if your budget allows for it is to take a weekend every
month to dedicate to your writing. Check into a hotel and do
nothing but write. Order room service and don’t stop writing except
to take the occasional bathroom break. You can find some amazing
hotel deals online.


Writers on Work
Spaces

The
work space of a writer
in Manchester is a well-lit sectioned off area of her home’s living
space. She needs total quiet to work, which she has trouble finding
with a teenager and a partner underfoot. Her cluttered desk resists
her frequent attempts at tidying. She has a couple of reference
books piled on top of her writing books at the back of her desk, a
lamp, a cork notice board filled with notes, files of work, tons of
pens, a bowl of sweets, and a stuffed monkey.

A short
story writer uses her bedroom for her work space as she doesn’t
share it with anyone. The walls are red, blue, and black and she
plays whatever type of music fits her mood that day. She sits in
her La-Z-Boy chair and lights a candle or two, just enough light to
be able to see by. As she says, she feeds
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