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      “I cannot believe this is the first thing you thought of when I suggested you start a side hustle, Zay.” 

      Macy laughed and looped the bright coral strand of yarn through her hook before securing it off and weaving in the end. She had tattoos on her hands and fingers that looked like a professional henna artist did them, and I happened to know that she drove many people wild with those fingers. 

      I shrugged, feigning innocence. “I thought it was perfect timing. I broke things off with Javier a few weeks ago after he cheated on me. So why not sell yarn to the woman he cheated with? She’s the one who showed up asking for ammunition to yarn bomb his house.”

      Macy shook her head, not even bothering to hide the amusement I saw dancing in her eyes. “I can’t believe you were being nice to her, I guess.”

      “Why wouldn’t I be?” I raised a dark brow at her. “She didn’t know he had a girlfriend.”

      “She says she didn’t.”

      “And neither of us are mind readers, Macy. Now he’s all single and alone, and the amount of women who refuse to deal with him is growing bigger. Why can’t she go have fun to celebrate the holiday? And why can’t I supply it for her?”

      Macy sighed and rolled her eyes. “Fine, fine. You win. Sell the girl your yarn and chains so she can bomb his house. I still don’t see what that will do to him.”

      “Seriously? Javi always wants to look rich and unbothered. Dangling cheap ass acrylic yarn across that fancy tree in his front yard is perfect! He’ll have to either hire someone to get it down from the roof and the yard, or he’ll have to do it himself. I just wish I was there to witness it.”

      “Why aren’t you?” 

      “Because his brother is a cop, and he’d blame me if anyone said I was there during the supposed crime. I may be a bitch when I want to, but I’m not playing that game. I’ll stay over here and enjoy the pictures in the newspaper tomorrow. I think Aaliyah mentioned that she got approved to write that story for it. So she’s already sent out a call for pictures of today’s shenanigans. And as long as it’s not just Javi’s house, we’re in the clear to enjoy it without punishment.”

      “I will never understand your mind, Zainab.” Macy rubbed her temples, hook still clasped in her hand and long chain piled in her lap. “I never will.”

      I laughed. “You don’t have to.”

      Just then, the door swung open to the event space I’d rented just to sell my yarn for today’s holiday. It was a cozy space on Main Street that was far too small for any legitimate event, but a great size for pop-up shops like I was running today. 

      “Is this the place where I can buy yarn for Yarn Bombing Day?”

      My new customer just so happened to be a cutie. He was tall and skinny, with delicious olive skin that saw plenty of the sun—likely along the coast, so he’d have the reflections of the water, too; I could definitely see him on a beach towel soaking in the warmth. His hair was dark and curly, thick and shining under the lights of the low ceiling. He was good height, too, probably just shy of that sought-after six feet. 

      And his eyes. 

      Oh, the things those eyes could get me to do. 

      “That would be us,” Macy drawled when I didn’t answer right away. “Zainab is running the place.” She nodded to me. 

      I stood and gestured to the thick ropes of yarn draped across the table; we’d spent all morning chaining and re-chaining them to the perfect thickness to be a nuisance to clean up, but to still have the structure and weight to make it onto higher places when thrown. “That’s me. I take it you’re looking for some today?”

      “No.” He sighed, shoving his hands into his pockets. “Actually, I’m supposed to tell you to stop.”

      I frowned, recoiling slightly. “Excuse me?”

      He winced. “One of my guys is apparently getting into it with this girl in front of his house. Saw spray paint in her bags. That, and her
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