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In Memoriam Section L

Be near me when my light is low,

When the blood creeps, and the nerves prick

And tingle; and the heart is sick,

And all the wheels of Being slow.

Be near me when the sensuous frame

Is rack’d with pangs that conquer trust;

And Time, a maniac scattering dust,

And Life, a Fury slinging flame.

Be near me when my faith is dry,

And men the flies of latter spring,

That lay their eggs, and sting and sing

And weave their petty cells and die.

Be near me when I fade away,

To point the term of human strife,

And on the low dark verge of life

The twilight of eternal day.

-Alfred Lord Tennyson
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Chapter One: The Question
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One of the most compelling parables recorded in the Bible is that of the Good Samaritan. It is a story that sharply challenges the social norms of its time. Jewish society was rigid and steeped in tradition and, in many ways, had lost sight of the practical application of God’s law by replacing it with human traditions (Matthew 15:9; Matthew 23).

Scripture makes it clear that God desires all people to be treated justly and without partiality (Acts 10:34–35). Yet this is often not how people behave. The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us how to treat our fellow man (Matthew 7:12) and dismantles the belief that some lives are more valuable than others. When Christ teaches about the Samaritan, He creates an equal playing field for His followers, showing that God’s love extends to everyone (Romans 5:8).

Today, just as in the beginning, sin continues to plague our world (Genesis 6:1–7). Although we are not held personally responsible for the sins committed in the Garden of Eden (Ezekiel 18:14, 20; Genesis 3:1–24), we live with the consequences of sin (Romans 5:12), which are evident all around us (Romans 1:18–32).

Violence, abuse, injustice, and evil confront us in nearly every direction. As a result, many people have lost hope and fallen into despair. It is easy to believe that nothing we do can change the world around us. However, Scripture reminds us that we do have hope—and that hope is living and secure (I Peter 1:3–6).

The apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians 15:54–58:So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory." “O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is your victory?” The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (NKJV)

These beautiful words remind us that our labor is not in vain. When we commit ourselves to teaching those around us, the world can change. Our strength comes from the Lord (Isaiah 41:10), and there is something each of us can do: learn to treat our fellow man with the love God requires.

We must be the change we wish to see. As followers of Christ, we are called to be a light that reflects His love, and because of that calling, we must take to heart the lessons He has given us (Ephesians 5:8). Before examining the parable of the Good Samaritan in detail, it is important to understand the setting in which it was told.

The scene unfolds before Christ ever begins the parable. He had sent out seventy disciples to teach, and they had returned to Him (Luke 10:1, 17). Consider the following verses:Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see; for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.”  (Luke 10: 23-24; NKJV)

Most of Christ’s audience was eager to hear His message, but one listener had a very different motive.

Christ was a teacher unlike any other, and He had drawn a sizable crowd. Among them were His disciples and others who had gathered to learn and ask questions. This was common practice at the time, as religious teachers often taught groups of students who followed them closely.

Yet Christ stood apart from every other teacher. He not only understood the law—He gave the law (James 4:12). He was both God and man (Philippians 2:6-11), and because of this, His followers learned truths no other teacher could impart. His authority surpassed that of any man, and His teachings challenged what the Jewish people had long accepted.

Because of this, Christ and His followers caused significant unrest within Judaism. His apostles were once described as “those who have turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). Many Jewish leaders made it their mission to discredit Jesus and entrap Him (John 10:20–33). Among them was a lawyer who posed a question to the Messiah—a question designed to test Him and undermine His claim of divine authority.

The term lawyer may be confusing to modern readers. Today, we associate lawyers with courtrooms and legal trials, but this man did not argue cases before a judge. He was considered a lawyer because he was an expert in the Old Law. He taught it and knew it thoroughly. Confident in his knowledge, he asked Christ a question to which he believed he already knew the answer. Luke 10:25 records his challenge: “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (NKJV)

I love Christ’s response. Rather than answering directly, He replies with a question of His own: “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” (NKJV)

Christ is often known for answering questions with Scripture, but in this moment, He requires the lawyer—the master of the law—to answer for himself. Verse 27 records the lawyer’s reply: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”

Christ had taught this same principle on another occasion, as recorded in Matthew 22:33–40. Once again, it was a lawyer who posed the question: “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Christ answered that one must love the Lord God with all one’s heart, soul, and mind, and love one’s neighbor as oneself.

This teaching was not new (Exodus 23:9). The lawyer had no doubt learned it from his youth. However, the prejudices of the day—and the charged setting in which the parable was told—created the perfect opportunity to ask a question meant to test and potentially entrap the Savior.

Christ affirms that the lawyer has answered correctly. However, the text reveals that the lawyer, seeking to justify himself, follows up with another question. He challenges Christ again, asking, “But who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29).

It is this question that we will seek to answer. Few questions are more critical, for the answer has the power to transform our walk with Christ, reshape how we view the world around us, and challenge how we see ourselves. Who is our neighbor—and how can we learn to be a true friend?
The following prompts are offered for personal reflection, group discussion, or further study.

	Why is the parable of the Good Samaritan so compelling?

	How would you describe Jewish society during the time of Christ?

	In what ways does Scripture show that God loves all people?

	According to the Bible, when did sin enter the world?

	Are individuals held responsible for the sins of others? How does Scripture address this?

	What are the consequences of sin as described in Scripture?

	How does the Bible assure us that we have hope?

	What events took place just before Christ taught the parable of the Good Samaritan?

	Why were Christ’s teachings so different from those of other religious leaders?

	How is the term lawyer used in the context of Luke 10?

	What motivated the lawyer to question Christ?

	How did Christ respond to the lawyer’s question? 
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Chapter Two:  What are Friends? 
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SOME OF MY FAVORITE verses about friendship are found in I Samuel 18:1–4. In this passage, Samuel records the following words:

Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

Saul took him that day and would not let him go home to his father’s house anymore.

Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor—even to his sword and his bow and his belt.

—1 Samuel 18:1–4 (NKJV)

The text tells us that “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David.” To me, this is a beautiful definition of true friendship—and I am not alone in that belief. Even the philosopher Plato spoke of souls knit together, referring to them as twin souls or twin flames. At its core, his idea reflected deep friendship and devoted love. This is the concept that comes to mind when I think about the relationship between David and Jonathan.

Their bond was marked by genuine care and selfless devotion—a friendship rooted in mercy and loyalty. This same principle is reflected in the parable of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan serves as the ultimate example of true friendship: someone who recognizes the value of every person and responds with compassion and love.

If we are fortunate, we find someone we consider a dearest friend. For me, that person is my husband. We are inseparable and truly enjoy spending time together. We share life closely, finding joy and strength in one another’s presence. Because of this bond, I willingly help him when he is in need and strive to make his life easier, encouraging him during times of struggle.

From time to time, I see a question circulating on social media: If your spouse were permanently disabled, would you stay? It is an honest and sobering question. Would we be willing to help with daily care, medications, and personal needs? I hope that each of us can answer that question with a confident yes.

But what if that person were not a spouse? What if it were a neighbor—or someone living on the street, alone and unseen? Would we be willing to reach out, lend a helping hand, and care for them, or at the very least ensure that their basic needs were met? This is the kind of heart the Good Samaritan possessed, and it is the kind of heart we must cultivate within ourselves. Too often, we are quick to teach others the gospel but slow to recognize their physical needs. In this parable, the Good Samaritan ensured that the wounded man’s physical needs were fully addressed.

The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us both what it means to be a friend and who our neighbor truly is. Within the story, there are












	What made the friendship between David and Jonathan unique?

	How does this chapter define true friendship?

	In what sense can the Samaritan be viewed as the ultimate friend?

	What kind of heart must we cultivate to be true neighbors?

	Who are the main figures in the parable of the Good Samaritan?

	How might each of these figures represent us at different times in our lives?

	What does the parable reveal about human nature?

	In what ways can you show support to those around you?

	Where is the parable of the Good Samaritan recorded in Scripture?

	Have you ever remained silent when you should have spoken up?

	What steps can you take to act differently in the future?

	How can we demonstrate care for our families and neighbors?
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