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				He was a mysterious man, the gentleman who lived alone at No. 7 Saville Row, Burlington Gardens. Phileas Fogg was his name – a well-known member of the Reform Club, although no one really knew much about him. Fogg was a handsome man, about 40 years of age. He had no job to speak of, but plenty of money and appeared to be a well-travelled man. The source of his fortune remained a mystery. He was a man of few words, so it was difficult to unravel his story.

				Fogg was an extremely organised and punctual man. At 11.30 each morning, he would set off for the Reform Club where he would spend his days reading the papers and playing his favourite card game, whist. He had a servant but no family or close friends to speak of and often gave his winnings to charity. 

				Every day he would breakfast and dine at the club – at the same time, at the same table – and would depart on the stroke of midnight to retire to bed.

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 1

				London, England

			

		

		
			
				London At the time this story takes place – 1872 – Britain controlled many overseas territories as part of the British Empire and London had recently become a leading international centre of finance. Following a British law in 1844, only the Bank of England had the right to issue banknotes.

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 1 London, England
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				On the day in question, 2nd October 1872, Phileas Fogg had just dismissed his servant because he’d prepared his shaving water at 84ºF not 86ºF! A knock at the door presented the new valet, who introduced himself as a Frenchman named Jean Passepartout. He explained that his surname (which loosely translates as ‘all-purpose’) described his ability to take on various careers, from circus performer to fireman. And with that Phileas set off for the Reform Club.

				Passepartout reflected on this initial encounter. His new master, Phileas Fogg, appeared to be a very calm and methodical man, whose life of routine didn’t seem to bring any surprises. While settling himself into his room, Passepartout found a card above the clock, setting out the routine for the day. The whole morning, until Fogg left for the Reform Club at 11.30 a.m., was set out in minute detail.

				Meanwhile, Phileas Fogg had made his way to the Reform Club in the usual manner (taking 575 paces with his right foot and 576 paces 
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				Phileas Fogg has a strict routine. What would he do without his trusty watch?

				Turn to page 14 to make a water clock to measure the passing of time.

			

		

		
			
				make a water clock
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				with his left foot) and reached the imposing building in Pall Mall. His regular table had already been laid out for him, with his usual breakfast. Then, he passed the time reading his regular newspapers. After dinner, his companions joined him for whist. 

				“Well,” said Thomas Flanagan, a brewer. “What about that robbery. £55,000 they say!”

				“We’re hoping that the robber will be caught,” interjected Gauthier Ralph, a Director at the Bank of England. “Detectives are on the case.”

				“But do you have the robber’s description?” enquired Andrew Stuart, an engineer.

				“The Daily Telegraph says he’s a true gentleman,” Phileas Fogg interjected as he emerged from behind his newspaper, entering into the conversation. 

				The incident they were referring to had taken place three days earlier at the Bank of England. A wad of banknotes totalling £55,000 had been taken from the cashier’s table while he was distracted. 
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				Often things go unseen even when they’re right in front of us... 

				Turn to page 16 to discover your ‘blind spot’.

			

		

		
			
				Find your blind spot
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				When the money was not retrieved by 5 p.m., the alarm was raised, and detectives sent word to ports around the world to retrieve the robber. They were given the incentive of a £2,000 reward (as well as five per cent of the amount recovered).

				The men continued to discuss the matter as they began their usual card game. 

				“I still think the thief could get away with it,” Stuart uttered.

				“Where could he fly to?” Ralph suggested, “No country is safe for him.”

				“Oh, I don’t know, the world is big enough!”

				“It was once,” Phileas added in a low voice. They played the next hand of cards. 

				“What do you mean ‘once’?” Stuart raised the topic again. “Has the world grown smaller?”

				“I agree with Mr Fogg,” Ralph said. “The world has grown smaller. Why, you can travel around it ten times more quickly than you could 100 years ago – in three months.”

				“In 80 days,” interrupted Fogg.

				“That is true, gentlemen,” added another banker, John Sullivan. “Only 80 days now that the new section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway has been opened. The Daily Telegraph estimates that you could do it in 80 days.”
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				discover

			

		

		
			
				Finding percentages

			

		

		
			
				Whoever catches the robber has been offered five per cent of the money recovered. If the full amount of £55,000 is recovered, how much will the detective receive?

			

		

		
			
				One way of finding a percentage is to first work out 1 per cent and multiply that figure by the percentage you want to work out, in this case, 5.

				1 per cent of an amount is equal to one hundredth of an amount. To find out 1 per cent of a number, you can divide it by 100.

				The symbol ‘%’ is a compressed version of the fraction 1/100 or the decimal 0.01 (one hundredth).

				1% of 55,000 (55,000/100) = 550

				5% of 55,000 (550 x 5) = 2,750

				If the full amount of money is recovered, the detective will be entitled to a sum of £2,750!

				If £40,000 is recovered, how much will the detective receive then?

			

		

		
			
				5% of £55,000 (550 x 5) = £2,750

			

		

		
			
				100% of £55,000 = £55,000

			

		

		
			
				1% of £55,000 (55,000/100) = £550
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				The first ‘hail and ride’ bus service arrived in 1829

			

		

		
			
				Early underground steam train
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				At the start of the 19th century, there were no buses or trains in London and wealthy people would travel around the city using horse-drawn carriages. But modes of transport were developing fast.

			

		

		
			
				In 1863, the world’s first underground railway opened in London. At first, trains were steam-powered and engineers had to work out how to operate them safely underground. It was a steamy, smoky business. 

				Blowholes were built at intervals along the tunnels to release smoke, but the underground was an unpleasant place, until the arrival of electric trains in the 1900s.
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				City Transport

			

		

		
			
				Omnibus

			

		


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				11

			

		

		
			
				“That may be so,” said Stuart. “But it doesn’t take into account bad weather, contrary winds, shipwrecks and train accidents!”

				“All included,” remarked Fogg, continuing calmly.

				“I’d like to see you do it in 80 days. I would bet £4,000 that such a journey is impossible.”

				“Quite possible,” Fogg added.

				“Well make it then!” Stuart challenged him.

				“I should like nothing better,” Fogg replied calmly. “I’ll leave tonight.”

				Stuart was feeling ruffled now. “Well, Mr Fogg,” he said. “It shall be so. I’ll bet £4,000 on it.”

				“All right,” said Mr Fogg and, turning to the others, he said “I have a deposit of £20,000 at Barings Bank which I’ll willingly risk upon it.”

				“You’re willing to lose £20,000 if you’re late back?” cried Sullivan.

				“Unforeseen circumstances do not exist,” Fogg replied.

				“But Mr Fogg, 80 days is an estimate of the minimal time the journey could be made mathematically. There’s no room for error!”

				“I will achieve it mathematically,” Fogg replied calmly.

				“You’re joking.”
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				“A true Englishman doesn’t joke when he’s talking about a serious bet,” replied Fogg solemnly. “I bet £20,000, against anyone who wishes, that I’ll make a journey around the world in 80 days or less. In 1,920 hours to be precise. Do you accept?”

				His companions consulted each other. “We accept,” they said.

				“Good,” said Fogg. “The train leaves for Dover at 8.45 p.m. I will take it. As today is Wednesday 2nd October, I shall be due back here in London in this very room on Saturday 21st December at 8.45 p.m. If not, the £20,000 deposited at Barings will be yours. In fact, gentlemen, here is a cheque for the amount.”

				Fogg had not bet to win and had only bet half his fortune if he lost, because he thought he might need the other half to accomplish the difficult task. Meanwhile, his colleagues felt uneasy at the impossible task their friend was facing.

				Having won at whist, and bid farewell to his friends, Fogg left the Reform Club at 7.25 p.m. Passepartout was more than surprised when his master returned home early and retired to his room, for he was not due until midnight. 

				“Passepartout!” Fogg called out quietly from his room. Passepartout didn’t reply (surely that wasn’t his name being uttered, it wasn’t the right time). “Passepartout!” Fogg said again, without raising his voice. Passepartout made his appearance. 

				“Sorry sir, but it’s not midnight,” Passepartout replied, looking keenly at his watch.
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				“I know, I don’t blame you,” Fogg replied. “We leave for Dover and Calais in ten minutes.”

				Passepartout looked puzzled. “Sorry, sir? You’re leaving home?”

				“Yes Passepartout. We’re going around the world!”

				“Around the world?” Passepartout murmured, his eyes wide open.

				“In 80 days, so we haven’t a moment to lose!”

				“But we need to pack the trunks!” Passepartout cried. 

				“No need for those. Just a small bag, with a change of clothes. We’ll buy things along the way. Fetch my mackintosh, travelling clock and some strong shoes. Quickly now!”

				Passepartout tried to reply, but the words didn’t come out. He went to his room and fell into a chair, muttering, “All I wanted was a quiet life!” Passepartout would be pleased to set foot on French soil again. Perhaps they would go as far as Paris and back again? He would just have to wait and see.
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				Make a Water Clock

				A water clock is one of the oldest ways of measuring time. Clocks like these were used by ancient civilisations. Make your own version following these steps. 

			

		

		
			
				• Toothpick (or 	sharp object)

				• Plastic lid, 	(such as a milk		bottle lid)

				• Styrofoam 	cup 

				• Glass jar 

				• String 

				• Scissors 

				• Bead

				• Ice lolly or 	craft stick 

				• Small bell

				• Water

			

		

		
			
				You will need:

			

		

		
			
				project

			

		

		
			
				Cut a piece of string slightly longer than the height of your cup. Thread one end through the plastic lid and secure on the underside by tying on the bead. Tie the small bell to the other end of the string.

			

		

		
			
				Place the craft stick across the top of the cup. Lower the bottle lid into the cup. Adjust the length of the string so the bottle lid hangs about 1 cm (0.4 in) above the bottom of the cup when the bell sits on top of the craft stick.

			

		

		
			
				Poke the toothpick through the plastic lid to create a hole in the centre. Do the same thing in the bottom of the cup.
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				What are the Chances?
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