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Introduction
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When the Pharisees argued with Jesus about how He and His disciples were adhering to Sabbath observance, Jesus had a surprising answer for them.


“For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

(Matthew 12:8, MKJV)



This is a huge statement! Jesus was declaring Himself the owner and ruler of the Sabbath. 

The Bible tells a wonderful and extensive story concerning the Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath was instituted for Him, and as we will see, even by Him! Jesus was a Jew and valued the Jews more than most people understand.

The true New Testament Christian Faith is more rooted in the Old Testament faith than what most Christians understand. Therefore, most Christians lack a complete understanding of the incredible knowledge that stems from Jesus’ comment. His statement on His ownership of the Sabbath has wonderful implications for Christians worldwide.

Many scriptures cannot be properly understood if we ignore this statement from Jesus Christ. Many prophecies will be meaningless if the full implications of Jesus’ ownership and heritage are not understood. 

The book of Revelation cannot be comprehended without knowing what Jesus meant by this macro statement.
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1 Pre-existence of Christ
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This world, with its industries and cities at this moment – and God allows it for a reason – does not belong to Christ. He is not the Lord of countries at this time. 

Adam and Eve made a choice, and most of humanity still makes the same choice today. Governments still choose to ignore the Messiah. Even some apostate churches are making the same choice today. Some preachers who teach that the Commandments are done away with are actually, by admission, making the same choice against the Christ that was crucified by the misguided religious leaders of His time. 

But it all should belong to Christ. When the time is due, it will! But for now, it does not, until the Sabbath millennium arrives and Jesus returns. 

Christ existed before the earth existed, before matter existed, even before angels existed.


“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through Him, and without Him not even one thing came into being that has come into being.”

(John 1:1-3, MKJV)



The Son of God was with God the Father before anything else happened in the universe. Hence, the Bible states that Jesus Christ was the only begotten Son of God. God’s Son would be the ultimate Messenger. Through the Son, angels formed, as well as the material universe. When God had a conversation with Job, He had the following to say:


“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell if you have understanding! 

Who has set its measurements, for you know? Or who has stretched the line on it? 

On what are its bases sunk, or who cast its cornerstone, 

when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

(Job 38:4-7, MKJV)



The Angels or morning stars were overjoyed when they saw the earth that God, through Christ, formed to be inhabited by life.


“For so says Jehovah the Creator of the heavens, He (Jehovah) is God, forming the earth and making it; He makes it stand, not creating it empty, but forming it to be inhabited. I am Jehovah, and there is no other.”

(Isaiah 45:18, MKJV) [Between brackets mine]



And so God the Father - through His Son Jesus Christ – formed the habitable earth for life and ultimately humanity. The Angels were overjoyed. The earth and its potential were incredible. The beauty of the landscape, the animals and their endless interaction, and the limitless cycle of life were unfathomable. 

As described in the book “Harmonizing the Creation Week and Science”, the Creation Week was a renewal of the surface of the earth.


“You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the face of the earth.”

(Psalm 104:30, MKJV)



There is some prior history mentioned in some places in the Bible. We will step back a bit to consider the whole story.

––––––––
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THE FALL OF SATAN

One of the angels was unhappy with being a follower of God and His Son. This angel perceived alternative ways. He thought he could improve on God’s ways. He was jealous of the relationship between God and His Son. He wanted to overcome the Son of God. He wanted to be like the highest God. He wanted to be the highest God by himself. Isaiah prophesied about this fallen angel:


“How you are fallen from the heavens, O shining star, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 

For you have said in your heart, I will go up to the heavens, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north. 

I will go up above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. 

Yet you shall be brought down to hell, to the sides of the Pit.”

(Isaiah 14:12-15, MKJV)



Long ago, this angel motivated other angels (who were stars in God’s Kingdom) to follow him in his rebellion against the God Family.


“And another sign was seen in the heavens. And behold a great red dragon [the devil], having seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads! (Future kings of empires that Satan will motivate)

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven (angels), and cast them onto the earth (limit influence to this earth). And the dragon (Satan) stood before the woman (Church, old Israel) being about to bear, so that when she bears he might devour her child. (Christ)”

(Revelation 12:3-4, MKJV) [Between brackets mine]



Yes, this fallen angel moved kings of the earth against the Son of God, but will not prevail. Satan moved some angels to war and to form large destructive animals in the previous periods on the earth. Hence, God allowed previous life eras on the planet to be destroyed. God also allows humanity to die, considering the choices of Adam and Eve and humanity in general.


“And Jehovah said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, in his erring; he is flesh. Yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. 

There were giants in the earth in those days. And also after that, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore to them, they were mighty men who existed of old, men of renown [warriors]. 

And Jehovah saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

(Genesis 6:3, MKJV) [Parenthesis mine]



And so, this fallen angel will always oppose God. However, he can never overcome God the Father, but he can cause havoc for the Son of God when He was in the flesh when given a chance. 

When humankind chose the way of Satan, God left humankind to suffer the consequences. God will allow humanity to follow whomever humanity chooses but with consequences. Humanity must learn one way or another.

This duel between the Son of God and the fallen angel, Satan, the devil, is the main factor.
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THE HOPE IN CHRIST

God will prevail. The good of God will win over the evil of Satan. God has not given up on humanity. In a deceived and evil world, God's light will shine and overcome this spiritual darkness.          

We have seen a glimpse of the goodness of God. His Son came to shine some of that light of goodness and fairness in an evil world full of deception, lies, and brute power, living the law of the jungle.


“The people who sat in darkness saw a great Light; and Light has sprung up to those who sat in the region and shadow of death.”

(Matthew 4:16, MKJV)



When the Son of God came to the earth, He showed that light of God. He showed that even when weak in the flesh, we can overpower the darkness of corrupt overlords and dictators. Jesus showed the love of God. He even died, still shining the light of life.

And so, the One through whom creation came to be formed, came into His creation to show what the original intent for humankind was. The original potential existed before the fallen angel and his followers destroyed the wonderful life intended for us.


“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through Him, and without Him not even one thing came into being that has come into being. 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.”

(John1:1-5, MKJV)



Jesus, the Son of God, will prevail, even when He was not with us in the flesh. His way of love and concern, patience and mercy, of justice and fairness, will prevail.

But we don’t see it today!

How will the good of God overpower the evil of power-hungry people? How will all wars cease forever? How will we overcome sin and the resultant destruction?

God has a plan!

When the surface of the earth was renewed almost six thousand years ago, God the Father and the Word - His Son - had already seen the destructive ways of Satan and his fallen angels, now called demons. God was going to embark on His plan to beautify the earth. He was still going to create billions of loving, God-fearing, law-abiding, compassionate beings, which would beautify whatever they put their hands to.

We will follow the story from almost six thousand years ago when God renewed the surface of the earth to prepare it for humanity. We will see how God renewed the surface of the earth and life on it, and also how God created the Sabbath
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