






Churches of Bangladesh: History, Institutions and Directories

A Comparative Study of Roman Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, and Tribal Christian Traditions (1600–2025)

Prof. Dr. Milton Biswas


Table of Contents

Title Page

PREFACE

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Dedication

CHAPTER ONE  13-64

CHAPTER TWO  65-118

CHAPTER THREE  119-153

CHAPTER FOUR  154-180

CHAPTER FIVE  181-210

Part 1: Roman Catholic Church of Bangladesh

Part 2: Protestant Churches

Part 3: Pentecostal–Evangelical Churches

Part 4: Bangladesh by Region and District Directory

CHAPTER SIX  211-236

Part 1: Educational Institutions

Part 2: Healthcare Institutions

Part 3: Seminaries & Theological Formation

Part 4: Social Service Institutions

Chapter One

Chapter One – Part 2

Chapter One – Part 3

Chapter One – Part 4

Chapter One – Part 5

Chapter One – Part 6

Chapter One – Part 7

Chapter One – Part 8

Chapter One – Part 9

CHAPTER TWO

Chapter Two – Part 1

Chapter Two – Part 2

Chapter Two – Part 3

Chapter Two – Part 4

Chapter Two – Part 5

Chapter Two – Part 6

Chapter Two – Part 7

Chapter Two – Part 8

CHAPTER THREE

Chapter Three – Part 1

Chapter Three – Part 2

Chapter Three – Part 3

Chapter Three – Part 4

Chapter Three – Part 5

CHAPTER FOUR

Chapter Four – Part 1

Chapter Four – Part 2

Chapter Four – Part 3

Chapter Four – Part 4

CHAPTER FIVE

Chapter Five – Part 1

Chapter Five – Part 2

Chapter Five – Part 3

Chapter Five – Part 4

Chapter Six – Part 1

Chapter Six – Part 2

CHAPTER SIX – PART 3

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PREFACE
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The history of Christianity in Bangladesh is a story that has unfolded quietly, persistently, and with remarkable resilience across four centuries. Unlike many parts of the world where the Christian narrative is marked by dramatic ruptures and sweeping movements, the Christian presence in Bengal–Bangladesh developed through subtle encounters—early maritime traders, Portuguese missionaries, Catholic revivalists, Protestant evangelists, tribal communities, educators, healers, and countless lay leaders who carried the message of faith through everyday acts of service.

This book, Churches of Bangladesh: History, Institutions, and Directories, emerges from the conviction that the Christian heritage of Bangladesh deserves a detailed, scholarly, and institutionally grounded documentation—one that honors its complexity, diversity, and far-reaching contributions to the cultural and social fabric of the nation.

For decades, Christianity in Bangladesh has remained understudied in mainstream academic discourse. While Islam and Hinduism dominate the historical narratives of the region, Christianity—despite its significant influence on education, healthcare, and development—often appears only in scattered chapters of larger works. The absence of a comprehensive directory and historical–institutional map has contributed to misconceptions, oversimplifications, and academic invisibility.

This book attempts to fill that gap.

Purpose and Scope of the Work

This study serves three interconnected goals:

1. To Present a Complete Historical Account

From the earliest possible presence of Christian traders during ancient maritime exchanges, through the dramatic Portuguese era, the trials of the Mughal period, the Protestant revitalization during the 19th century, the consolidation under British India, and finally into the independent nation-state—this book follows the Christian journey with chronological precision and cultural sensitivity.

2. To Document Every Major Denomination and Institution

Bangladesh’s Christian community is not a monolithic entity. It is beautifully diverse, consisting of:

	Roman Catholic (with its eight dioceses)

	Church of Bangladesh (Anglican–Presbyterian Union)

	Baptist unions

	Lutheran missions

	Methodist ministries

	Pentecostal and Evangelical churches

	Independent worship fellowships

	Tribal and indigenous Christian movements


Each of these streams has its own history, governance, liturgy, institutional footprint, and geographical spread. This book offers, for the first time, an integrated directory that includes:

	church locations in all eight divisions

	mission centers and parishes

	schools and colleges

	hospitals and clinics

	seminaries and theological institutions

	social service organizations and NGOs


Such comprehensive mapping is unprecedented in Bangladesh’s Christian studies.

3. To Provide a Contemporary Understanding of Christian Identity

Christianity today is shaped by:

	urban middle-class growth

	digital worship practices

	global diaspora networks

	youth-led worship cultures

	tribal Christian renaissance

	women’s leadership

	interfaith engagement

	educational and healthcare excellence


This book analyzes these modern dynamics with scholarly attention and sensitivity to Bangladesh’s pluralistic social context.

Methodology and Sources

The research behind this volume draws upon:

	archival materials from Catholic and Protestant institutions

	denominational histories

	parish-level records

	field visits and interviews

	academic research in Bangladesh and abroad

	digital archives

	tribal oral histories

	institutional reports from Caritas, World Vision, LWF, RDRS, and others


As the Christian community is dispersed across urban centers, tribal regions, coastal villages, and hill districts, this work required multidimensional methods—historical, ethnographic, sociological, and institutional.

New Contributions of This Book

This volume contributes several innovations to the field:

A century-by-century historical structure

clearly showing how Christianity transformed across political and cultural shifts.

The first integrated national directory

listing churches, dioceses, seminaries, hospitals, NGOs, and schools.

A complete denominational comparison

highlighting differences and shared identities among Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical churches.

Focus on tribal Christian communities

often missing from mainstream narratives.

Analysis of 21st-century Christian identity

including digital worship, migration, and youth leadership.

Inclusion of Christian women’s contributions

in education, social services, and religious leadership.

Documentation of the Christian diaspora

and its growing impact on homeland parishes.

This book is therefore both a historical record and a contemporary mirror of Christian life in Bangladesh.

Organization of the Book

The structure of the book reflects both historical progression and institutional mapping.
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Chapter One
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Explores the early roots of Christianity in Bengal—from ancient contacts to Portuguese missions, Mughal resistance, and Catholic revival.
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Chapter Two

[image: ]


Details the nineteenth-century transformation through Serampore Mission, Protestant expansion, tribal evangelization, and educational foundations.
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Chapter Three
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Follows the twentieth-century consolidation—schools, hospitals, Catholic diocesan development, Protestant ministries, and nation-building contributions.
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Chapter Four
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Analyzes twenty-first-century Christian identity in Bangladesh: digital worship, diaspora networks, youth culture, tribal resurgence, and new challenges.
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Chapter Five
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Presents a complete national directory of all churches and denominations—Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, and tribal—organized region by region.
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Chapter Six
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Maps the institutions that shaped society: mission schools, colleges, hospitals, seminaries, formation houses, and social service networks.

Conclusion

Reflects on the future of Bangladeshi Christianity and its continued contributions to national harmony, education, healthcare, and interfaith dialogue.

As a researcher of Bangla literature, history, and cultural identity, my engagement with the Christian tradition emerged not only through academic curiosity but through my longstanding interest in the pluralistic religious landscape of Bengal. Christianity’s story—small in number yet enormous in influence—deserves scholarly attention worthy of its contributions.

This book is written with respect for all denominations, all communities, and all forms of Christian witness in Bangladesh.

It is dedicated to the priests, pastors, sisters, catechists, teachers, healthcare workers, and laypeople who have lived this history—often quietly, often sacrificially, but always with dignity.

No directory can ever be absolutely final; institutions grow, parishes expand, and missions evolve.
Yet, this work aims to provide the most complete, updated, and accessible foundation available today.
Readers, scholars, and church leaders are invited to build on this foundation with further research.

Christianity in Bangladesh has survived storms—political, economic, cultural—and has continued to flourish through service, compassion, education, and unwavering faith.
My hope is that this book will help bring visibility to a community whose contributions are far greater than its size,
and whose presence continues to enrich the nation in profound ways.

Dr. Milton Biswas

Professor, Jagannath University

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Email- writermiltonbiswas@gmail.com
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Dedication 


Pastor Mahanondo Baroi and Lily Baroi
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The Salvation Army Bangladesh 
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