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        “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”

        JESUS (LUKE 19:42)
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        “And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14 ESV)

      

      

      We are living in an age when many are speaking, but not much is being said. The problems that trouble the hearts of men are all around us, but not many are offering actionable solutions. Someone desperately needs to speak up and point the way.

      This crisis brings to mind Hans Christian Anderson's fable, "The Emperor's New Clothes." In this story, some men deceive the monarch into believing he's adorned in a robe woven from invisible golden threads. As he parades through the streets naked, his subjects pretend to marvel at his attire. It took the courage of a lone young boy to break the silence and declare, "The Emperor is not wearing anything at all."

      Today, America stands at a crossroads, and an anointed voice must rise against all the foolishness and deception. If You Only Knew is a quick read that cuts deep into the heart of present day problems, offering solutions. Open up your heart as you move through the pages. God is showing each of us the way to go.

      Now, more than ever, we must turn away from the foolishness and lies and get back to the truth. We extend a heartfelt invitation for you to read this book and take a stand alongside Steve Gray. America must return to its destiny and calling.

      We believe God is calling you and I for such a time as this.

      
        
        —J.D. King
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            HOW TO SAVE OUR NATION

          

          AMERICA IS WAGING A WAR IT CANNOT WIN IN ITS PRESENT CONDITION

        

      

    

    
      America is sick. It is sick unto death. Opportunists cash in on our symptoms. Revivalists bring healing. I am a revivalist. There is a way to heal the sick souls and unify hearts in a common goal.

      The Bible story of Noah and the Ark is well known. The flood was a severe punishment that could have been avoided. Noah was not a ship builder. Noah was a preacher that knew how to set things right. Any one of that generation could have listened and built their own boat. Why didn’t they?

      They wanted to live good happy lives. They were eating, drinking, going about their business, and giving each other in marriage like families do. Unfortunately, they had drifted into strange relationships and lifestyles. God noticed and decided enough was enough. A flood was coming.

      It was only after the flood swept houses, animals, and families into the deep that understanding came. It was too late. The door to the ark was shut.

      Did they have things in their lives that angered God? Yes, and so do we, but their helpless drowning in the rising waters was preventable. They were not sinless. They were clueless.

      America is waging a war that cannot be won in our present condition. It is preventable, but who can stop it when the teacher’s union is clueless, our legislators are clueless, the media is clueless, and most of all our churches are clueless?

      Fortunately, there are a few preachers and politicians who can see forward to what is coming. However, workers with good intentions cannot win this battle alone. Humans are more than mind, will, and emotions.

      We are spiritual, and our blindness is spiritual. There are great churches with preachers of ability, but many have the wrong message. They speak to our emotions and reinforce our victim mentality. We need a fresh voice that does not cuddle or coddle but frees us.

      My hope is that I can be a voice that joins the political with the spiritual, a voice that is not exclusive but inclusive to the hurting, confused, and angry of every lifestyle and background.

      In these turbulent times, the message within this book has gained newfound urgency for the preservation of the free world. It has come to my attention that many well-intentioned citizens, who deeply cherish our nation, have yet to realize the profound connection between emotional healing and spiritual awakening.

      My mission is to reignite a profound interest in matters of the divine until religion ceases to be a source of mockery or shame. I fervently pray that our hearts may be unveiled to comprehend that, in our current state of national affairs, we walk a precarious tightrope without a safety net, attempting to balance political, economic, and foreign policies solely through our human endeavors.

      The message resounding from above is clear: "We are waging a war we cannot win in our present spiritual condition.”

      
        
        —Steven Gray

        info@stevegrayministries.com
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            THE COMING DISASTER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:41-42).

      

      

      Unless you have studied Jewish history, this scripture probably has no impact. We walk away knowing Jesus wept about something, but what? Even more, the Lord said there is something that brings peace, but no one sees it. What if we could see it? What would that mean to us today?

      A deeper study of the verse reveals not just a few tears but the strongest possible emotion. Whatever this means, Jesus feels overwhelming sorrow. His most profound sadness is not only what he sees in the future but that this future disaster is preventable.

      Whatever would bring peace to them then will bring peace to us now. Peace was hidden from that generation, but it doesn't need to be hidden from ours. 

      We speak peace, sing peace, and paint the peace sign on bridges and buildings. As much as we use the word, we may not all agree with what it means. To some, it means a world without war. To others, it means inner tranquility.

      When Jesus used the word, he referred to complete, total peace, safety, freedom from harm, and being blessed with all things needed for life. Jesus was profoundly concerned that something was coming to disrupt and destroy any chance of peace in Jerusalem. It was preventable, but how to stop it was hidden from their eyes.

      ROME IN THEIR POCKETS

      Israel's history is rich with the miraculous. Pharaoh drowned in the Sea. Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, and the walls came tumbling down. Gideon won the war against the nation of Midian with three hundred men armed with trumpets, jars, and torches.

      Rome occupied Israel. The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day expected the same thing in a battle against Rome. God would perform a military miracle, and Israel would win. The formula had worked for over 1,500 years. Yes, miraculous victories occurred in their past, but not this time.

      The Jewish religious system and its leaders were cooperating with Rome— putting their own nation in the path of divine judgement. On the one hand, they prayed for God to take down Rome; with the other hand, they did business alongside local Roman governors.

      One day, the Jewish religious leaders tried to catch Jesus in a loyalty trap. “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?” they asked. If he said yes, he betrayed Israel. If he said no, he rebelled against Rome. It was a seemingly well-designed lose-lose question.

      Jesus was way ahead of them. He said, “Show me a coin.” The religious leaders just happened to have a common, ordinary Roman coin in their possession One side bore a picture of Caesar. The other declared him to be a god.

      Simple question: What loyal, God-honoring Jewish person would use a coin that proclaimed Caesar as God? The trap snapped tight on the tricksters.

      In the meantime, men zealous for God were collecting swords and spears in Jerusalem, to attack the Roman guard. All they needed was a military messiah to usher in a military victory. Peace in the land—the peace Jesus referred to—was not going to come by military might. God had another way.

      NOT CALLING ROME TO REPENT

      Jesus was a great preacher. Yet he never preached a sermon about Romans or their lifestyle. There was certainly much to point to.

      When the Romans came into Israel, they brought their morality with them. The statues and bathhouses that they put up in the holy land were nothing short of pornographic in the view of ordinary Jews. Temple prostitutes, both men and women, brazenly practiced their illicit trade. Surely Jesus would pound his pulpit against such immoral lifestyles, but he didn’t.

      What did Jesus preach and who did he preach to? To the surprise of the Jewish people, every sermon Jesus preached was directed at them. Surrounded by the culture and sin of Rome, God sent a Messiah to call the chosen people to change. That would have been a hard pill to swallow for Jews living against the backdrop of Rome’s sensuality and debauchery. Surrounded by the shameless sin of foreigners, Jesus calls his own—even the dedicated and devout—to the kind of repentance that saves lives.

      REPENT OF WHAT?

      Many of today's preachers teach that repentance means renouncing all your lifelong sins. However, repentance has nothing to do with having

      
      
      
      
      
      AS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH

      
      
      
      ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS LISTEN
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