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Who is the Holy Spirit?
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FROM THE OUTSET, WE need to understand God is a Spirit, but God (YHVH) is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Let it again be emphasised – the Holy Spirit is not a mere force. He is not energy,

This is why this chapter asks the question of “who”, and not “what”. The Holy Spirit is a person and part of the Trinity along with the Father and the Son.

John 15:26 says the following: "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me." So we see the Spirit testifies about Christ; a force cannot testify.  Here, the Spirit guides the disciples; a force cannot give guidance. He speaks, He hears, and He reveals what He has heard to the apostles."

Beyond this text, Peter told Ananias that he had lied to the Holy Spirit, whom Peter calls God (Acts 5:3-4). You can’t lie to an impersonal force. Paul commands us not to grieve the Holy Spirit by our sin (Ephesians 4:30); you can only grieve a person who loves you. Paul talks about the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14); you can’t enjoy fellowship with a force.

It is equally important to understand that God is Sovereign, and just so God wills and moves according to His will. Just so, the Spirit of the Lord moves and acts never out of His own accord, but always follows the leading of the Father. So the Spirit is interdependent, as there is a mutual dependency within the Trinity. It is important to understand we operate by the Spirit who moves and acts not independently but dependently within the Trinity. It says in John 16 that the Holy Spirit “will not speak on His own authority”. It also says: “13 but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”

This is also emphasised by John 3 (Jesus speaking): 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” John 3, therefore, hints of how the Spirit moves – it is not a clear intentional path as determined by man, but it is a path of mystery, of wonder, and of supernal power beyond our reasoning as the Lord Father determines. Such is the work of the Holy Spirit within the believer.

Genesis 1 is a clear indication that the Spirit of the Lord does not simply move or act or work on His own accord without being given the green light by the Father. For here at the start of creation, the Spirit of the Lord HOVERED, meaning He was in a state of waiting, and creation only came to be when the Lord (Father) spoke and upon that command, the Spirit moved to activate the power in manifested creation.

There is a story in the New Testament (Acts 3:1-9) when Peter and John healed a lame man.  They are going into the Temple in Jerusalem and see a man lame from his mother’s womb. The man asks for money, but Peter and John give him something far more valuable. 

They heal him “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” Have we considered that since this man had been lame from birth, he would have been lame during the ministry of Jesus? Every day for years, friends had laid him at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple.  If he was there every day, did he ever see Jesus?  Did Jesus ever see him?

You see, Jesus came to heal the sick, among other things.  But Jesus never acted without instructions from the Father.  He always had the prayer, “not my will, but Thine be done,” in his heart if not on his lips. Jesus could have asked God to send 12 legions of angels to rescue him from the crucifixion (Mark 26:53). He didn’t, for remember  John 12 where Jesus says the following:  49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.” Jesus did not perform those mighty works because God did not direct Him to do so.  Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing...because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30)

This is the same with the Holy Spirit. He acts on the authority of the Father and activates what has been spoken by the Father to also glorify Jesus. God is Sovereign (Isaiah 61:1), and we must always remember that we cannot manipulate the Spirit into doing things, because the Spirit only does as the Father directs! If we do try to force, we move out of the spiritual and into the flesh, and so we get into all kinds of trouble.

So from the outset, we need to realise and understand the Spirit of the Lord does not move according to the authority of man, even the servants of God, but according to the Sovereignty of the Father. We must listen very carefully to the Spirit so that we may be in step with divinity’s wisdom, for after all if we truly follow the Spirit we shall remain perfectly in the will of the Lord and bring glory to Him.

To understand the Holy Spirit and who the Spirit is, we need to understand that God functions as a Trinity.  The Trinity is the doctrine that there is one God who exists as three distinct, simultaneous persons. The Trinity does not assert that there are three gods but only one. This is important because many groups who oppose orthodoxy will accuse Trinitarians of believing in three gods. But this is not so. The doctrine of the Trinity is that there is one God in three persons.

One of the great moves of deceptions found these days is the doctrine around the Oneness doctrine of Jesus, which opposes the idea of the Trinity. Oneness Pentecostal theology affirms that there exists only one God in the entire universe. It affirms the deity of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. However, Oneness theology denies the Trinity. Oneness theology teaches that God is a single person who was manifested as Father in creation and as the Father of the Son, in the Son for our redemption, and as the Holy Spirit in our regeneration. Another way of looking at it is that God revealed Himself as Father in the Old Testament and as the Son in Jesus during Christ’s ministry on earth and now as the Holy Spirit after Christ’s ascension.

We can never truly walk in the fullness of the Holy Spirit until we embrace the truth that our Lord is right now and will forever be the Father, the Son and the Spirit. The Father is in heaven, with the Son at the right hand, and the Spirit is at this moment on earth. The Bible teaches that the Father is God, that Jesus is God, and that the Holy Spirit is God. The Bible also teaches that there is only one God. It says in “Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” Though we can understand some facts about the relationship of the different Persons of the Trinity to one another, ultimately, it is incomprehensible to the human mind. However, this does not mean the Trinity is not true or that it is not based on the teachings of the Bible.

The three persons are distinct and yet each is fully God. Each person has different roles or functions. The Father sent the Son and the Son sent the Spirit. The Spirit does not act independently (“on His own initiative,” verse 13 of John 16), but rather in submission to the Father and the Son. Just as the Son only speaks what He hears from the Father (John 3:34; 5:19, 20; 7:16-18; 8:26-29, 42-43; 12:47-50; 14:10), so the Spirit only speaks what He hears. He completes God’s revelation of His Son to us. The three members of the Trinity are co-equal as God, distinct in their functions, and yet one God.

The Trinity is therefore one God existing in three Persons. Understand that this is not in any way suggesting three gods.  Keep in mind when studying the Holy Spirit that the word “Trinity” is not found in Scripture. This is a term that is used to attempt to describe the triune God - three coexistent, co-eternal Persons who make up God. It is like water. Water comes in the form of ice, liquid, and steam. Yet, it remains water and has the same qualities, but now has different functions. Ice cools and steam heats. Consider that God is like Water. The Water is manifested at the same time as Ice, Steam and Liquid. Just so, God functions as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, but they are the same.

The teaching of the Bible concerning the Trinity might be summarized as that God is a Tri-unity, with each Person of the Godhead equally and fully and eternally God. Each is necessary, and each is distinct, and yet all are one. The three Persons appear in order. The Father is the unseen, omnipresent Source of all being, revealed in and by the Son, experienced in and by the Holy Spirit. The Son proceeds from the Father and the Spirit from the Son. You can say concerning God's creation, the Father is the Thought behind it, the Son is the Word calling it forth, and the Spirit is the Deed making it a reality.

We know Jesus became flesh as written in John 1. If we, therefore, wish to understand God as the Trinity or to know God as the Trinity we can safely say this can only be done when we submit to the Lord [His Word]. We need to allow the living Word of God - which is Jesus – made alive by the Holy Spirit to manifest in our inner being so that we can be changed and transformed into the image of God. Only when we allow the living Word of God to work powerfully in and through us can we begin to operate in such a spiritual manner while remaining rooted on the Rock of Jesus.

One thing that we do know and that we can safely say is that there is order in the Trinity of God.  We can safely say that God is ONE but manifests in three persons. And even when we say three persons we are trying to explain the manifestation of the Godhead in such a way that we cannot truly comprehend or understand.  But even the mystery of the Godhead that manifests in three persons falls short of the truth of God.  God is the Trinity who manifests Himself as the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Indeed, we know that Jesus came to earth as the Son of God. He came as the Son of God. We also know that when Jesus was raised from the grave and ascended to heaven, then 50 days later the Holy Spirit was poured out. Jesus came from the Father and the Spirit from Jesus. But they are ONE – how complex indeed! 

Indeed, there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Corinthians 8:4; Galatians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:5) yet the Trinity consists of three Persons (Genesis 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8, 48:16, 61:1; Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). In Genesis 1:1, the Hebrew plural noun "Elohim" is used. In Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7 and Isaiah 6:8, the plural pronoun for “us” is used. The word "Elohim" and the pronoun “us” are plural forms, definitely referring in the Hebrew language to more than two. While this is not an explicit argument for the Trinity, it does denote the aspect of plurality in God. The Hebrew word for "God," "Elohim," definitely allows for the Trinity.

But each member of the Trinity is God. The Father is God (John 6:27; Romans 1:7; 1 Peter 1:2). The Son is God (John 1:1, 14; Romans 9:5; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:8; 1 John 5:20). The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 3:16).

There is, however, subordination within the Trinity. Scripture shows that the Holy Spirit is subordinate to the Father and the Son, and the Son is subordinate to the Father. This is an internal relationship and does not deny the deity of any Person of the Trinity. This is simply an area that our finite minds cannot understand concerning the infinite God. Concerning the Son read Luke 22:42, John 5:36, John 20:21, and 1 John 4:14. 

Concerning the Holy Spirit read John 14:16, 26, 15:26, 16:7, and especially John 16:13-14. We may wish to deny it, but the Trinity speaks of a hierarchy, for it says in Colossians 1 that it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.

And then we read of the Holy Spirit: John 16: 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. Take note, it says “but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” Jesus has sent the Spirit! The Trinity is indeed astounding, complex, and not easy to comprehend. God is ONE, but Jesus comes from the Father as the firstborn and the Spirit is sent by Jesus. Therefore, each person in the GODHEAD should receive recognition, for each has a specific function, even though they are ONE and not separate.  We find thus the manifestation of the Godhead, which means the manifestation of the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit.

So even though God is one He manifests Himself in three different people but these three are the same and remain one.  When Jesus began His ministry He was baptised and after He was baptised the Holy Spirit came upon Him. When the Spirit came upon the Son of God, the Father spoke out of heaven, saying this is His Son in whom He delights. 

The Holy Spirit is therefore not an impersonal divine influence of some kind, but the Bible teaches that He is a real person, just as are the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is real – He empowers the believer for service through gifts and the anointing and the inner workings of His powerful presence. We can already see that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are God but they are unique in their ministry and function.

Consider how radical the thought of the Trinity is – God the Father BIRTHED Jesus as His only begotten Son, who became flesh, who was then baptised and filled by the Holy Spirit. God in His fullness operated distinctly as three persons but at the same time! And then Jesus died and rose to be seated at the right hand of God, while the Holy Spirit was poured out to stay with mankind until God so deems for the return of Jesus again.

1 Corinthians 8: 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords), 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live. It is ridiculous and ludicrous to NOT consider and pay recognition to the fullness of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. I believe all three persons of the Godhead seek recognition, even though there is no pride involved. All three are involved in the creation of mankind, and all three are involved together as ONE to bring about God’s master plan of redemption and judgment.

If we look at the Holy Spirit, we can say the Spirit is the means by whom the Father creates and maintains the universe (Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30). The Holy Spirit also provides divine revelation (John 16:12-15; Ephesians 3:5; 2 Peter 1:21); is very much part of the regenerating and sanctification work of salvation (John 3:6; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:2); and Jesus' works (Isaiah 61:1; Acts 10:38). Thus, the Father does all these things by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is therefore NOT the Son, the Spirit and the Father. We have the GODHEAD that is the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. And yes, God is ONE, but we must know when we are dealing with the Father, Son or the Holy Spirit. We must know which VOICE speaks and leads us, even though they are ONE. 

Though these relationships seem paradoxical, and to some completely impossible, they are profoundly realistic, and their truth is ingrained deep in man's nature. The problem is that men have always felt the need to “see” God in terms of their own experience and understanding, but this knowledge that God must reveal Himself has been distorted into polytheism and idolatry.

One may argue that the will or authority of the three persons of the Godhead is the same, for they are completely in harmony and united in will. What one authorises is what the others authorise. What one says to do is what the others say to do. But there is order in the Trinity, and there is order between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There is an order for God works as the Trinity, for the Trinity is God.

So from the outset, we discover and learn the Holy Spirit is:

a) Part of the Trinity.

b) Not a mere force but a person.

c) Acts not independently but dependently within the Trinity.
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A LOT HAS BEEN WRITTEN on the Holy Spirit, who the Holy Spirit is and how the Holy Spirit works. Much has been written on this subject, but it remains so vital for us to know the Holy Spirit and to move with the Holy Spirit. For it seems these days that believers still know little about the Spirit, how to move with the Spirit or how to discern when the Spirit of the Lord is moving compared to a counterfeit movement.

It is no mystery that we live in a time of great confusion and deception in the world. And we see such confusion and deception also in the churches, where the move of the Holy Spirit is confused with emotionalism, or even, in the worst case, with the move of a demonic entity.

More than ever, we need to know who the Spirit of the Lord is and what His purpose is. After all, as we will see in this course, He leads the believer to be an effective witness for the Kingdom of God, to walk in Truth, to walk like the Lord, to be Christ-centred, Kingdom-centred and to be a true worshipper in spirit and truth.

As believers, we cannot understand the ways of the Spirit, the writings of the Spirit, or the voice of the Spirit, without having the Holy Spirit. Our natural reasoning will never lead us to spiritual truth. For this reason, we need to be reborn in the Spirit according to John 3 by being baptised into the Spirit so that we may be worshippers of spirit and truth.

Before we can understand the truth, we need our minds transformed from their natural, earthly perspective, until we can see with the eyes of Christ, hear with His ears, and understand with His heart. For true disciples, this is the ultimate pursuit. 

More than ever we need to know the Holy Spirit, how He works, who He is and how He is not a mere force but part of the Trinity. Indeed, He is the conformer of our morals, He is our parakletos, He is the activator of the power of the Lord, and He leads us in all truth.

And so the words of Jesus when He says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”, should jolt us to realise the absolute importance of walking in the Spirit. Ephesians 5:: NKJV 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

In our pursuit of the Lord and knowing His voice, we must always keep in mind the basic truth in "1 Corinthians 2: Spiritual Wisdom: 6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so, no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ."

For us to therefore follow God, to live out our callings, we need to be reborn in the Spirit. For then we shall have the mind of Christ, which means we shall know the will of God and we shall move in obedience. 

We cannot grow into spiritual maturity without the Holy Spirit. We cannot draw closer to God or be conformed to His image without the Holy Spirit. We cannot minister and be servants of the Most High without the Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit, we will follow a religion and not a relationship. Without the Spirit, we will continually battle the flesh and operate under the dominion of the flesh.

Only through birth in the Holy Spirit and submission unto the Lord can we truly walk in love, fear, obedience, truth and glory. 2 Corinthians 3: 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Only the Spirit of the Lord can unveil us by stripping away the bondages of religion, tradition, legalisms, old habits, and the strongholds of our spirit and soul. Only in the Spirit of the Lord can we walk in the freedom of a relationship – a freedom from religion, from man-made rules and regulations. We find freedom from fear, from sin and from the influences of the world. Such is the manifested work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We become free from traditions and legalisms to walk in the Truth of the Lord. And yes, it says there is liberty where the Spirit of the Lord is. Why? Because John 16 says the Spirit of the Lord leads us in all truth, and such truth sets us free according to John 8:32.

As we will see, one of the works of the Holy Spirit is to lead us in all the truth, and since the truth of the Lord sets us free, this is why it is written the Spirit brings liberty. Indeed, life in the Spirit is a life of liberty and freedom!

We can only be led by the Spirit if we hear the Spirit, and we can only change and be transformed by obeying what we are hearing. We need to be reborn, and we need the Spirit of the Lord to strip away our stubbornness, pride and arrogance to walk in His Glory. 

Let us read John 3: the New Birth: 1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.

To be reborn in the Spirit, or in other words, to be baptised in the Spirit, was, according to Jesus, of vital importance, and if we are not, we cannot ‘see’ the kingdom of God. We are repeatedly reminded that if we truly love the Lord, then we are called to obey His commandments and His full doctrine. To be filled by the Spirit is of such a matter – it is not optional like fashion but of dire necessity. To ‘see’ implies the manifested reality and truth of the Lord’s Kingdom here on earth.

There is a debate about whether we are already filled by the Spirit once we accept our Lord Jesus as our Saviour. If this is so, what would be the point of John 3? We need to understand there is a difference between someone who is merely following the Lord, thus who can easily follow a religion, compared to someone who has been baptised and filled by the Holy Spirit. Those who are Spirit-led and Spirit-filled are reborn. So yes, you must yield to the Lord, submit to Him and let the Spirit of the Lord come into your life and lead you completely. 

There is after all a difference when the Spirit comes upon you compared to when the Spirit dwells within. In the Old Testament, the Spirit only came upon God’s servants, but with the Pentecost and the outpouring, the Holy Spirit seeks to make his home in our lives.

So in essence, a great problem with Christianity today is that all believers are considered children of God. There is, however, a difference between those who follow Jesus by worshipping in spirit and truth and those who simply believe in His divinity. One is the true believer who lives for God completely, the other ends up following a religion designed to worship Jesus.

Galatians 5 makes it clear that there are different ways of the world/flesh compared to the path of the Spirit. And those who walk by the Spirit (Romans 8) will not walk in the ways of the flesh, and for those who are in the Spirit, for them, there is no condemnation. Therefore Paul also draws a distinction between walking according to the Spirit and the flesh; therefore for him as for John (see 1 John 2) there are two distinct paths – the path of the Spirit and the path of the world. Thus, there is a distinction between walking the two paths, but you cannot walk both. This implies there is a path of holiness [life in the Spirit] and a path of the flesh [life in the world, thus death].

This reminds of the teaching of Jesus about the two paths – the narrow and the broad road. The reality is, that there is no middle path. We either walk the road of God or the road of this world. So we need to choose.

It is also written that the Spirit of the Lord provides life, yet the letter kills (2 Corinthians 3:4-6). In other words, true faith in the Lord gives life by the Spirit, yet the religions and traditions of this world (the letter) deadens our spiritual walk. And so the words of Jesus when He says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”, should jolt us to realise the absolute importance of walking in the Spirit.

We read of Jesus’ baptism in water and Spirit in John 2:  29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ 31 I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” 32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus Himself was baptised in the Spirit, and only after this momentous event did Jesus walk in the fullness of His ministry. Jesus was indeed the Son of God, and He was the Anointed One to reconcile the world to the Father, but His teachings and miracles flowed from the work of the Holy Spirit. If Jesus ministered in the power of the Spirit, how much more do we not need the Spirit today as mere mortals?

The Church was born on the day of Pentecost at the outpouring of the Spirit, and subsequently, in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Gospel has over the last 2000 years or so been spread throughout the world. We are only reborn as children of God when we are filled by the Spirit. The truth is simple – without the Holy Spirit, we as Christians are lost on our spiritual journey. 

A Christian faith without the Spirit is a religion of dead rules and regulations and customs.  Without the Spirit, we will but continue to flounder in our spirit, in our character, in our daily lives and in our ministry. Without the Spirit, we remain self-conscious, sin-conscious, world world-conscious instead of God and Word-conscious.

Without the Spirit, we are subjected to a time where we remain in bondage to the fears, uncertainties and perplexities of life, instead of being set free in the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Without the Spirit, we will remain wandering according to our own self-worth and self-image, instead of seeing ourselves in Christ and being raised anew in the truth and reality of the Lord. Only in Spirit do our self-worth and self-image change into the image of Jesus. Indeed, without the Spirit, we “cannot enter the kingdom of God”.

The question has been raised what does it really mean to walk in the fullness of the Spirit? What does it mean to walk in the guidance of the Spirit? Some will answer this implies walking in the gifts of the Spirit. Others will point to the fruits of the Spirit. There are those who refer to the Spirit’s wisdom and council and being able to speak in tongues.

When you, however, consider the true work of the Spirit in the life of the believer, then you realise that without the Spirit we are like a cork drifting on the ocean hoping to find a distant shore. The fullness of the Spirit extends way beyond mere gifts or callings; it deals with our fundamental essence of being a follower of the Lord.

The Spirit of God referred to as Elohim Ruach in Hebrew implies He is like the Breath and Wind of the Lord. In other words, the Spirit as the Divine Breath is the divine life of Christianity. Without the Spirit, we are walking in the carnal, in the flesh and in the world.

And so, contemplating the fullness of the Spirit, we have to consider the following:

•The Spirit is the conformer of our morality and character

•The Spirit awakens us to become spiritually conscious and conscientious, and no longer carnal and worldly oriented

•The Spirit is the One who equips, empowers and strengthens us for ministry

•The Anointing of the Spirit destroys our flawed ways of thinking and perceptions that translate into our negative behaviour, our habits, our emotions and our actions

•The Spirit aligns us with the will of God through the Truth

•In all things, from day to night and from night to day, the Spirit is our guide, advisor and counsellor when it comes to our daily lives.

In a nutshell, the Spirit of the Living God works in our spirit, He works in our soul (emotions, character, mindsets, morals, values), He trains and equips and empowers us for service, and He works in Truth and Power to set us free from negative strongholds of thoughts and emotions and behaviour that dictate our lives. The Spirit is the Anointing that breaks our yokes and burdens.

Without the Spirit, therefore, we will not be renewed by in our minds and in our character to become more like God.

Without the Spirit, we will stay worldly and carnally-minded instead of being spiritually oriented.

Without the Spirit, we will remain in bondage to our emotions and thoughts and behaviour and habits, which have not come under the liberating power of the Blood.

Without the Spirit, we will try to be in the service of God without the anointing and the wisdom.

In the end, we cannot minister and be unto the service of the Lord unless we become spiritually conscious and conscientious. This calls for the work of the Holy Spirit.

We cannot become spiritually liberated to grow closer to God unless our emotions, thoughts and habits come under the Lordship of Jesus. This calls for the work of the Holy Spirit.

We cannot become more like God in character and in our morals and values while our spiritual man remains dormant and we haven’t submitted ourselves completely to the freedom of the Truth.

The work of the Holy Spirit in our lives in all its dimensions is interconnected and intertwined.

We are reminded in Romans 8 that there is life in the Spirit. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

Indeed, if we live according to the Spirit and not the flesh (carnality) we shall live, for the Spirit quickens life within us, and not just our bodies, but our spirit and soul! There is indeed life when we abide and walk in Spirit, for the Spirit quickens within the believer so that we walk from glory to glory!

It also says in the same chapter: "15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship." To walk in the fullness of the Spirit implies being liberated and set free from the carnality and the depravity of the world that brings death. Yet it calls for complete submission to God in order for Him to work in us, be it in our spiritual man, be it in our soul, be it in our ministry or be it in the liberating truth of divine deliverance. Only then, indeed only then when we have submitted completely in the all-encompassing work of the Spirit, will we be able to move in greater power and authority to do God’s work for then we will flow in His will and in His Sovereignty.

It says in "Ephesians 3: 14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God."

What is Paul saying? Only when the Spirit works in our inner man, then Christ will dwell in our hearts through faith so that we can be rooted and grounded in love, so that we may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

So Paul is talking here about being rooted and grounded in love through the Spirit. God is love, and the greatest commandment is to love the Lord and then our fellow man. How can we truly love without the inner working of the Spirit?

Paul is talking about knowing the fullness of Christ, which means walking in Truth in our spirit and soul – this truth comes from the Spirit. We are admonished to do all things out of love, and it is the Spirit who grounds us in all love. Therefore, take the Holy Spirit out of the equation. With what are we then left? How can the Church function without the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is pure and true – there are no lies and deception. He should be the reformation and mild revolution of our spirit and soul away from deception and towards the divine truth of the Lord. Let us then draw closer to the Holy Spirit, let our knowledge and faith be certain and let the assurance of His touch and Word guide us in the eternal way of Jesus.
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Be witnesses unto the ends of the earth
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TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE and the presence of the Holy Spirit, we need to consider Acts 2: Coming of the Holy Spirit:  1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

What was the purpose, therefore, of Pentecost? Was it for self-enrichment, self-glorification, self-improvement and self-exaltation? The Holy Spirit came upon the disciples to empower them to BE WITNESSES for the Kingdom of God on earth. After all, it says in "Acts 1: 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

Did the Holy Spirit come in order for us to build huge churches, to start well-known ministries, to be known, to be praised, to be lauded, to be rich or famous? Now, the Holy Spirit was poured out so that we can be witnesses unto the ends of the earth. We are not here to draw attention to ourselves but to show the way to the Kingdom. After all, is that not what the Great Commission is all about? To go and make disciples and to teach all that the Lord has taught? So by implication, this implies go out and be witnesses!

Take note of the fire that came upon the disciples which confirmed what was said by John the Baptist in Matthew 3: 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. This is the fire of the Holy Spirit ... a power, anointing and cleansing.

So the empowerment by the Spirit is for us to be witnesses ... it is that simple. Yet we try and manipulate the Spirit of the Lord for our own gain, instead of realising here for are here merely to bring honour and glory to our Lord Jesus. It says the following in "Luke 10: After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves. 4 Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road. 5 But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you ... 9 And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’"

Jesus sent out the 70 to be witnesses of the Kingdom. He did not send them to draw attention to themselves or to be self-exalted, but to act as a vessel of God through which the Kingdom may be manifested. After all, the Kingdom is one of power, and id righteousness, love and peace. For this reason, the Spirit was poured out so that we may walk in power as a demonstration that the Kingdom is one of power to save, to deliver and to redeem. What we, therefore, witness with the sending out of the 70 is exactly the fulfilment of the Great Commission, thus a demonstration of disciples being witnesses. The outpouring of the Spirit continues this mandate of the believer, but now the disciple is empowered to be a witness in a hostile world of depravity, carnality, trials, tribulation and suffering. This is why we are empowered with the outpouring, for the reason that we can be witnesses in the strength of the Lord.

Immediately following the outpouring of the Spirit, what then happened? Those in the upper room began to be witnesses of God’s Truth and of the New Covenant! We read in the same chapter: 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Peter spoke the Truth that the Church as we know it – Jew and Gentile under the banner of Jesus – was birthed on the day of Pentecost. 

Let us also take note, and this is of great importance, the Holy Spirit HAS already been poured out. Churches these days are praying for the outpouring of the Spirit but this has already happened. The problem is that we are not connecting with the Spirit of the Lord. And yes, the Holy Spirit wants to move mightily but we as believers often suppress Him, for we do not understand the Spirit of the Lord, or we move rather in religion, or traditions, or we try to control the movement of the Lord. Again, let it be stated, that the Spirit has been poured out. 

It says in "Joel 2: 28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit." What we, therefore, see here are sons and daughters moving in the Spirit, meaning there is no distinction of sex. We read of old men and young men, which means no age applies to the move of the Spirit. Servants and handmaids imply no regard for social position. Thus it is with the Spirit of God as with the Son of God, of whom the apostle says, "There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all." 

The blessing of salvation through the Son of God and by the Spirit of God is wide as the world in its offer, and free to all who accept it - without distinction of any form. The Holy Spirit has indeed been poured out on the day of Pentecost, and today anyone be it young or old can move in the Spirit of the Lord. The problem has never been the Spirit not being present, it simply has been us not willing to connect and submit.

Joel 2 is at times difficult to understand, for before the promise of the Holy Spirit, the prophet deals with Israel’s judgment, and of Israel’s promise of deliverance. We have to keep in mind that Joel 2 has to be read in the context that this is a call to repentance and turning back to God for Israel. And this will only happen when there is truly an acceptance of the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and Messiah. For there is no presence of the Holy Spirit in someone else’s life without one turning to Jesus as one’s Saviour and Lord. For those who are Gentile and who have accepted Jesus, they can walk in the presence of the Holy Spirit here and now. However, for Israel, there has not yet been a national turn towards Jesus, even though the Messianic movement is strong. Yet the Scriptures do deal with a national turning of Israel towards Jesus at the end of the age, following great calamity and strife, and then corporately the Spirit of the Lord can move in Israel and bring about corporate reformation and revival. Yet what is important is to realise the Spirit of the Lord has already been poured out, works and moves in the believer who follows Jesus and wants to move corporately in the Bride of the Lord as the promise is for Israel. 

To understand the significance and timing of the outpouring, we need to understand the significance of the celebrations of Shavuot, which are held each year in accordance with the Jewish calendar. This is more commonly known as the Day of Pentecost on the Christian calendar. 

The Lord laid the blueprint of the Gospel in the Old Testament, and this is exactly the case with Shavuot, which is today seen by the Jewish people as the true birth of the Israel nation, while Pentecost is seen as the true birth of the Church at the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In the process of revealing His plan of salvation for mankind, God established His annual Holy Days around the harvest seasons in the Middle East (Leviticus 23:9-16, Exodus 23:14-16). 

Just as His people harvested their crops around these three festival seasons, God's Holy Days show us how He is harvesting people for eternal life in His Kingdom.

Three times a year God commanded the people to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Festivals of Passover, Shavuot, and Tabernacles.  All three of these festivals are agricultural harvest festivals. 

Passover is the barley harvest. 

Shavuot is the wheat harvest. 

Both of these festivals are the first fruit harvests before the final harvest that was to come at the end of the year during the Festival of Tabernacles, which is the fruit harvest. And so, still today we celebrate spiritually the barley and wheat harvests, which are many who have found God after the death and resurrection of Jesus as the Passover Lamb and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit during Pentecost (Shavuot).

On God’s prophetic calendar, Shavuot, also called the Feast of Weeks, marks the conclusion of a seven-week cycle known as the counting of the Omer (an omer is a biblical measure of barley). Following the Feast of Passover, there is a 49-day period leading up to Shavuot (Leviticus 23:15-16). In agricultural terms, this is a time of anxiety and anticipation while farmers observe their ripening grain. Shavuot was celebrated 50 days from the day the first fruits of the barley harvest were waved before the Lord (50 days from the morrow after the Sabbath after Passover).

Today, Shavuot is celebrated for it is seen as the giving of the Torah [technically the Laws that encapsulate the Old Testament] to the Jews. The Scriptures reveal that God gave the Ten Commandments to the Jews on the sixth night of the Hebrew month of Sivan.  Rabbinic scholars believe that it was on this day that God visited His people after their exodus from Egypt and through Moses and brought the Law down from Mount Sinai. This earth-shaking day of visitation, trembling, and betrothal is therefore the birthday of the nation of Israel. When Moses brought down the Torah or Law for the nation, the Old Covenant was established between God and His covenant people. And so the nation of Israel was established. By the covenant, they agreed to follow Him in devotion and obedience. After the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE the rabbis connected Shavuot with the Revelation at Mount Sinai. This is why Shavuot celebrates the giving and receiving of the Torah in modern times.

Shavuot thus celebrates the spiritual liberation of the Israelites through God’s Presence and revelation at Mount Sinai. At Mount Sinai on the first Shavuot, God thus established a holy nation, revealing how to live as a His redeemed community, a kingdom of priests. Exodus 19:6: And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 

Indeed, as we now fast forward to the days of Jesus, we see how 50 days from the day the first fruits of the barley harvest were waved before the Lord and in the summer of the year of Jesus’ death and resurrection on the Passover, God again visits His people, as He did on Mount Zion, but this time by His Holy Spirit. We have to remember that Shavuot followed the Passover 50 days later, and just in the New Testament, the outpouring of the Spirit (Pentecost) followed the death and the resurrection of the Passover Lamb (Jesus) during Passover 50 days later.

Just as Passover was the celebration for the Jews of their liberation from bondage, Jesus came as the Passover Lamb to set us free from the bondage of sin and death. And what is also amazing is that during the Passover when the day the first fruits of the barley harvest were waved, just so Jesus, who is the Passover Lamb, also came as the firstborn – firstborn in terms of being the source of Redemption as being the first true Son of the Father in heaven and being the first architect of the New Testament.  

And just as the visitation on Mount Sinai sparked Israel to become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, just so the death and resurrection of Jesus as the Passover Lamb and the first fruit, along with the outpouring of the Spirit, has moved us from a being a people in bondage to darkness to being a holy people called to act as ministers of reconciliation on earth. 1 Peter 2: 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

The Day of Pentecost was like the days of Mount Zion, where we find another earth-shaking day of visitation and betrothal. But on this occasion, God's Presence is not as unapproachable as on the former visitation back at Sinai. At that time Moses had ordered 12 boundary markers placed around the foot of the mountain to hold back the people lest the fire of God flash out upon them. Amidst the thundering and lightning, God came down as a consuming fire and blackened the entire summit. Only Moses could stand in God's Presence. Back at Sinai, it was a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

But this next Pentecostal visitation was quite different. Tongues of fire descended from heaven to rest upon consecrated individuals gathered to wait upon God. All of them had received the Spirit and had come to know Him in a personal way in the New Covenant. Just as Moses had seen the burning bush that was not consumed, the fire came down and rested upon the 120 in the upper room, not to consume them but to fill them with the Holy Spirit and bathe them in the glory of God. This day of wonder sees the Holy Spirit descend in a splendid flooding wave.

This was the beginning of the Holy Spirit outpouring. And Joel saw this coming to fulfilment in "Joel 2:  28  And it shall come to pass afterward      That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants."

Also, remember that Shavuot is celebrated for it is seen as the giving of the Torah to the Jews. Truly, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out to lead us in all Truth, thus the Word of God. And Jesus is the Word of God! So Pentecost is not just about the outpouring of the Spirit to empower witnesses for the Kingdom, but also so that the Spirit can lead us in the truth of the Word, as taught by Jesus. For this reason, Jesus said in John 16: 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. Indeed, the Holy Spirit received the Word (Jesus) and has shown us the Word unto us! Be witnesses ...

It was also not surprising that this outpouring will take place during Shavuot, because Jerusalem will have been packed with people who had come to “meet with the Lord’, which is the meaning of the word feast as listed in Leviticus 23. But so many did not know that after the death and resurrection of Jesus, there will indeed be a mighty appointment with God at the outpouring of the Spirit! The first followers of Jesus would also have harboured a great expectancy, for it was said by Jesus and according to Acts 1:5 the following: 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So Jerusalem was filled with many people coming to celebrate Shavuot, but among them were also the disciples still waiting for the fulfilment of Acts 1:5. What expectancy! And so Jerusalem was set like a stage set for the birth of the Church at the outpouring of the flesh.

And so, after the outpouring of the Spirit, Jeremiah 31 and Ezekiel 37 came into fulfilment. "Ezekiel 37:27 My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people." And also "Jeremiah 31: 31 Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people". And also "Ezekiel 11: 18 And they will go there, and they will take away all its detestable things and all its abominations from there. 19 Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, 20 that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God."

Indeed, at the great outpouring, no longer will man walk by commandments of the tablets of stone, but by the Holy Spirit, who comes to write the law on our hearts of flesh and who gives us the ability to overcome the power of sin. At the time of the birth of Israel, God’s Presence was linked to the Tabernacle, and later the Temple fashioned by bricks and mortar, but now under the New Covenant, He dwells in vessels of clay – us. Whereas men once went up to Jerusalem to find God’s presence, we now carry His presence with us as we take His wonderful message, as witnesses, of redemption to a broken world.

At the time of the outpouring, the revival spreads out from the Jerusalem epicentre as the disciples go out into the streets, as witnesses, of the city proclaiming the Good News of salvation. Whereas 3 000 had died under the Law on the previous visitation at the time of the Golden Calf when so many people had rebelled against God and the Law, now thousands of years later, 3000 are now saved by grace after the Pentecost as the Apostle Peter preaches to the crowds. And so on this awesome day in holy history, which has been recorded as the 7th day of Sivan on the Hebrew calendar, the Feast of Pentecost comes to its appointed New Covenant fulfilment.

The Feast of Pentecost, therefore, becomes the birthday of the Church. The Holy Spirit revival spreads out from Jerusalem into Judea, Samaria, and thence onward to the utmost parts of the world. This was that promised Light to the Gentiles Isaiah spoke about. Isaiah 49: NKJV 6 Indeed He says, ‘ It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

The ensuing 2 000 years saw Jesus continuing to 'call out' His 'ecclesia', His Congregation, by His Holy Spirit. The Good News of the Gospel overflows Israel and spreads out into the gentile nations. And God's Covenant people expand out of Israel to become a global congregation (or "Church"), just as Israel's Jordan River overflows its banks all the days of the harvest.

And so, in this day and age, during Pentecost, we are reminded of the outpouring of the Spirit, who has come so that we may be formed in the image of the Passover Lamb – Jesus by whose Blood we are redeemed. And we take note and stock that the Holy Spirit did not come silently, but He came with great commotion, as in the days of God visiting Mount Sinai. 

Both events celebrated a birthing, and so still today, we, as the Church, play with fire if we ignore the presence of the Holy Spirit and His work, for the Spirit is the reason that we are reborn spiritually and that we are empowered to carry the Gospel to the world. So let us pray that the Holy Spirit will fill our hearts with a new passion and zeal so that the Kingdom of Heaven may consume us, so that we may walk in righteousness and truth, so that we may truly be reborn and may truly be witnesses for the Lord in this world. 
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Baptism of the Spirit
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LET US READ ACTS 19 as we look into the most vital matter of being baptised in the Holy Spirit. “9 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.”

Acts 19 speaks of the baptism by the Holy Spirit. It also speaks of the greater work of the Trinity by baptism. At the time many considered the baptism of John as being similar to a ritual cleansing, which sets one apart for ministry [priestly service]. What they failed to understand is that the true purpose of the baptism in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit was to bind that person to the Kingdom of Heaven under the New Covenant of Grace sealed by the Blood which allows for the Holy Spirit to renew a man’s spirit. Jesus said in "Matthew 28: 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

The baptism of water goes hand in hand with the baptism of the Spirit. While the baptism of water is our commitment to God to lead a new life, washing away the old ways, so that we can be worshippers in spirit and in truth, just so the baptism of the Spirit empowers and equips us for ministry and lead a life where we abide in the Lord. Remember, the Spirit of the Lord empowers us to be witnesses unto the Kingdom of our Lord and to walk in the Truth of the Word.

Baptism of water and Spirit was not an option with Jesus. It is vital for our spiritual life for we cannot continue to live an old life while we seek after Him. It says in John 3: the New Birth: 1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.

There is no greater process of being renewed than the infilling (baptism) of the Spirit (John 3), where Jesus says we cannot see the Kingdom of God until we have been reborn in the Spirit. Truly, we cannot know who we are – meaning the way God sees us – until we can see what God sees. And we will only know who we are called to be in God’s eyes when we allow Him to show us and reveal it in us. But this happens when we embrace Him, pursue Him and truly hold onto Him until He blesses us with this insight and revelation. This comes by the infilling of the Spirit.

Let us keep in mind in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit would only come upon someone to fulfil a task or a duty. The Holy Spirit never dwelt within someone habitually. The New Testament teaches the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20). The Apostle Paul calls this permanent indwelling the “guarantee of our inheritance” (Ephesians 1:13-14). As mentioned, in contrast to this work in the New Testament, the indwelling in the Old Testament was selective and temporary. The Spirit “came upon” such Old Testament people as Joshua (Numbers 27:18), David (1 Samuel 16:12-13) and even Saul (1 Samuel 10:10). In the book of Judges, we see the Spirit “coming upon” the various judges whom God raised up to deliver Israel from their oppressors. 

The Holy Spirit came upon these individuals for specific tasks. The indwelling was a sign of God’s favour upon that individual (in the case of David), and if God’s favour left an individual, the Spirit would depart (in Saul’s case in 1 Samuel 16:14). 

Also note, that the Spirit “coming upon” an individual doesn’t always indicate that person’s spiritual condition (take for example Saul, Samson, and many of the judges). So, while in the New Testament the Spirit only indwells believers and that indwelling is permanent, the Spirit came upon certain Old Testament individuals for a specific task, irrespective of their spiritual condition. Once the task was completed, the Spirit presumably departed from that person. 

To be reborn in the Spirit, or in other words to be baptised in the Spirit, was according to Jesus of vital importance and if we are not baptised in the Spirit we cannot see the kingdom of God. To “see” means a walk in the reality of the Kingdom here and now. We are on numerous times
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