
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
	 

	
	 

	[image: C:\Users\Bethel\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\BG Logo - Black Full 2.png]

	Redeeming All Hallows’ Eve: A Christian Perspective on Celebrating Halloween

	© 2020 by Bethel Grove

	Originally published as a blog post “The Reformation of All Hallows’ Eve” on bethelgrove.com (formerly princessworthdyingfor.com), October 2015. The contents of this book are modified from the original version.

	All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means – for example, electronic, photocopy, or recording – without the prior written permission of the author. The only exception is for brief quotations in printed reviews.

	Any inquiries about permissions should be sent to contact@bethelgrove.com

	Cover Design created using Canva.com

	 

	 

	Table of Contents
 

	The Controversial Origins of Halloween

	The Icons of Halloween

	Christian Aspects of October 31st

	What Should We Do About Halloween?

	Conclusion

	Study Guide

	Notes

	Recommended Resources

	
 

	The Controversial Origins of Halloween
 

	When CBN News did a poll on Facebook in 2017, they found that 87% of participants believed that Christians should not celebrate Halloween, while only 13% thought that it was OK for them to do so.1 

	Halloween has been a topic of controversy among Christians for centuries. The arguments both for and against it are many, making it difficult for us to discern which side to take. Many of those that are opposed continue to bring up the origins of the holiday as being blatantly evil, believing nothing good could come out of it. Those that are in favor of it would say that it’s just harmless entertainment or thrills. How are we supposed to decide if it’s OK to celebrate any part of it?

	While it’s true that there are blatantly evil aspects of Halloween that should cause us to be cautious, there are ways for the holiday to be redeemed that many Christian have never considered. So if we want to find ways to redeem it, we need to take the opportunity to learn more about its history. This holiday is often assumed to be completely rooted in pagan rituals. However, Halloween as we know it today, just like Christmas as we know it today, began with combining a pagan holiday with a Christian holiday.

	Pagan Traditions

	Many of the traditions associated with Halloween today find their roots in a few different pagan festivals. In Gaelic tradition, it was known as Samhain, while among the Celts it was known as Calan Gaeaf.2 These celebrations were meant to do three things – 1) Celebrate the harvest 2) Honor the good dead spirits 3) Keep the evil dead spirits at bay. Many of the traditions we associate with the holiday were meant to complete the third objective. Masks, disguises, bonfires, offering food to the spirits, fortune-telling, and even apple-bobbing were used to keep the evil spirits away or predict the spirits’ actions to avoid them altogether.2 

	Christian Origins

	Meanwhile, in the early days of the Catholic Church, as its influence continued to spread throughout the world, the Popes observed that many converts continued to celebrate pagan festivals after their conversion. In response to this,  the festival of “All Saints Day” was moved to November 1st by Pope Gregory III.3 Another name for this day was “All Hallows’ Day”, so the day before became known as “All Hallows’ Eve” or “All Hallows’ Even”, which was eventually shortened to “Hallowe’en”.4 All Saints’ Day was meant to be a day to honor the spirits of the saints who were in Heaven, as opposed to the evil spirits that supposedly came out the day before. Eventually, Reformation Day, the day that Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation, would be on October 31st and would be celebrated by some Protestants in place of the pagan holiday.

	American Origins

	Although some of the traditions between the two holidays did merge over the centuries, the celebration of Halloween as it's known today did not come together until Irish and Scottish immigrants brought their traditions with them to America. It would take another century before these traditions found their way into mainstream culture.5 Lost in translation were almost all the Christian elements. Over time, many of the traditions shifted from scaring away evil spirits to honoring or even emulating the evil spirits. Ironically, many of the elements that our culture has come to honor Halloween are the very things that the pagans were trying to keep away thousands of years ago. 

	In truth, the holiday as it is celebrated today bears little resemblance to the pagan traditions its based on. While some traditions have become quite harmless, others have become more evil as our culture’s general attitude towards death, fear, and violence has become more lax. To help us understand, we need to take a deeper look into many of the common icons of Halloween and the deeper meaning of what they represent.

	 

	The Icons of Halloween
 

	There are a lot of iconic characters and symbols associated with Halloween that have developed since the holiday hit mainstream culture. While many of them are viewed as harmless or amusing, I believe there is a danger in assuming any of them to be innocent without taking a closer look at what they symbolize. When examined through a biblical lens, most of these characters and symbols stand in contradiction to God’s truth. 

	Zombies and Mummies

	Our culture has a strange obsession with undead creatures, especially zombies. The popularity of mainstream TV shows like The Walking Dead continues to grow. It’s harder to be with a group of teens or young adults and not have someone bring up “the zombie apocalypse,” which is much to my frustration. The fascination with mummy murders has been around even longer. Aside from the fact that I get easily creeped out, it frustrates me that many of my friends are joining this cultural phenomenon, because I see a major problem with it from a Christian point of view.

	The way I see it, zombies and mummies mock the concept of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

	In God’s created order, no one that dies comes back to life without divine intervention. There are only a few instances in Scripture of dead people being raised to life again through God’s power, but in all those cases, they came back fully alive, not in any sort of undead state. Any other supernatural occurrence that tried to raise someone from the dead was at the hand of Satan and was clearly outside of God’s will (Jude 1:9-10).

	Pretending that someone could be undead implies that God does not have the ultimate power over death. Therefore, it minimizes the significance of the resurrection of Jesus, which is the reason for the hope we have. 

	Ghosts and Spirits of the Dead

	People have been telling ghost stories for thousands of years, and they have been scaring each other with them ever since. As we’ve already discussed, many of the original traditions of this holiday were attempts to keep ghosts or evil spirits at bay. These traditions have evolved over the centuries, but now it has gotten to the point where many of us are either fazed by the concept of ghosts and choose to use them to invoke fear in others. 

	 However, I believe the concepts of ghosts and spirits of the dead distorts God’s design for the life after this one. 

	When we die, our souls leave our bodies and are no longer a part of this world, but the spiritual realm. There is some debate about exactly where our souls go immediately after death. There is the biblical concept of Sheol, a place where souls go until the final judgment. While it is mentioned 63 times in the Old Testament (depending on your translation), there is a lot of theological debate associated with it. Despite this debate, it is generally agreed upon that our souls leave this world, and they don’t come back without supernatural intervention. The only time in the Scriptures a ghost appeared was the incident when King Saul used a witch to bring back Samuel’s ghost (1 Samuel 28), and even then, this act was clearly labeled as outside of God’s will. When Jesus appeared after the resurrection, He went out of the way to prove that He wasn’t a ghost but was fully alive (Luke 24:36-43)

	In this world, when people do have problems with evil spirits, it’s at the hand of Satan himself and is not something to be taken lightly. When we live in fear of ghosts or evil spirits, Satan succeeds at distorting this life and the next one. Or worse, Satan achieves an even greater victory when we think that his work through them is nothing to fear.

	Vampires

	These characters have become increasingly popular since the release of the Twilight saga and The Vampire Diaries. Because of their popularity, vampires have been romanticized and twisted into some strange version of a Disney hero, all the while ignoring what it would mean if someone was a vampire. 

	The way I see it, the concept of vampires mocks the design that God has for humanity and their ability to relate to Himself. 

	While they mostly resemble humans, they are actually monsters that cannibalize humans. That's their instinct and their mode of operation. That is wrong, even if they “can’t help it.” But there is a greater problem with the state of their souls. According to the mythology, they either were born without a soul or they lost their soul when they were turned into a vampire. Because they don’t have a soul, it is not physically possible for them to have a relationship with God. They are stuck in this reality until the end of this world without God. I shudder at the thought of what it would be like to face such a reality.

	Although these characters are completely fictitious, it is disturbing to me that so many people in our culture are obsessed with them. I personally believe that God would never allow such a creature to exist in the natural order, because He wants to give every single person who has lived on this earth the choice to have a relationship with Him, and that’s a choice a vampire would never have. 

	Monsters

	These creatures have been around in many different forms for centuries. There are many varieties of monsters today, from cute and cuddly monsters on preschool TV shows to terrifying life-ending monsters like Frankenstein or Mr. Hyde. Although I like some of the cute ones, I have never been much of a fan of the terrifying type. Aside from the fact that they easily freak me out, there is something else that is unsettling about them. 

	I think that the concept of scary monsters distorts God’s design for His creation for the sake of invoking fear. 

	They are often perversions of animals that God designed, the kind of creatures that we are to have dominance over. This is so that we don’t have to be afraid of them, not so we can change or distort them for fictitious amusement. Other monsters are distortions of a human being or some crossbreed of man and animal, like werewolves. When these creatures are created, even fictitiously, with the sole purpose of invoking fear, they are probably not creatures that we should be honoring.

	However, I admit that not all stories with monsters are bad or dishonoring to the Lord. If you can present monsters in non-threatening ways either to reveal their perspective (like in Monsters Inc.) or to illustrate a point in their monstrous state (like in Beauty and the Beast), then that is safe for families and children. There may also be opportunities to present monsters as the manifestation of some sort of evil that doesn’t honor their monstrous state, like orcs or goblins in The Lord of the Rings. But if we see a monster created for the sole purpose of invoking fear, then I don’t think that is something that a Christian should honor or portray for amusement.

	Skeletons and Bones

	God designed our bodies with an incredible structure to give us the ability to function. He designed our bones so well, they often outlast the rest of our physical bodies after we die. That’s pretty awesome when you think about it from the perspective of God’s design.

	But the use of bones as a symbol of death neglects the fact that our skeletons are a part of God’s intelligent design for our bodies. 

	Although it is true that we started as dust and we will someday return to the dust (Genesis 3:19), I believe that we should not participate in mocking the way we are designed by the way we use or portray skeletons or bones.

	Witches, Warlocks, Mediums, and Sorcerers  

	There have been a lot of details that have been fantasized about witches over the years, such as them having green skin, using flying broom, and wearing all black. Most of these stereotypes find their origins with Margaret Hamilton’s portrayal of the Wicked Witch of the West in the classic film, The Wizard of Oz. Since then, a million different ways to portray them have been seen on screen and in popular culture, especially around Halloween. While the green skin version of witches is completely fictitious, they are based on people who are very real.

	Real witches and warlocks do exist in our world today, and they aren’t people we should be honoring. They are worshippers of Satan or spirits of the dead and will consult with either one or both to predict the future or change the present.

	However, not all portrayals of witches and magic are Satanic. The witch in The Wizard of Oz for example, as creepy and unsettling as she can be, has nothing to do with Satan or evil spirits. Some of these types of witches are more like magicians as far as their magic is concerned. They do use “spells” but they use them to accomplish tasks that would otherwise be impossible in a fantasy setting, much like the use of technology in science fiction. This type of magic isn’t necessarily evil. Just because they are using their powers for selfish reasons to oppose the forces of good, it doesn’t necessarily make them inappropriate to watch.

	When witches, warlocks, mediums, or sorcerers become a problem is when they use Satan or spirits of the dead to control reality, predict the future, or take someone’s life. I personally recommend the book Harry Potter, Narnia, and The Lord of the Rings by Richard Abanes as a resource that discusses the nature of magic and its appropriateness in fantasy stories, especially for children [Amazon Link at the end of the book].

	This is something I have struggled to establish my view from a Biblical perspective because I am a fan of Wicked the Musical. I’ve seen it on stage twice. I even dressed up as Elphaba for a drama project in college, but I did nothing to infer Satan worship
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		Write a review on retail sites. Most customers will read a review before purchasing a book. Writing a review and posting it on retail sites can make all the difference in helping an author sell their book.

		Share about the book on social media. Use the hashtag #redeemingallhallowseve and tag @authorbethelgrove

		Purchase copies. Especially if you know students, parents, or youth ministers could use it.

		Recommend this book. Especially to your church, youth ministry, or local library.

		Ask your favorite bookstore if they carry it. It will increase the likelihood that they start to carry it if enough people ask
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