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A Comprehensive and Expanded Bible Study Guide

Prepared for Teaching, Discipleship, and Draft2Digital Publication

Dedication

This book is prayerfully dedicated to every Pastor, Teacher, Bible student, and believer hungry to understand the Word of God in a simple, powerful, and applicable way. May the Book of Judges teach us to follow God even when the world chooses otherwise.

Introduction

The Book of Judges records a dark and challenging time in Israel’s history when there was no centralized leadership and 'everyone did what was right in his own eyes.' Despite this, God raised up judges—leaders who delivered Israel from enemies and called them back to Him. This guide walks you through each chapter in a way that is easy to understand, spiritually enriching, and applicable to your everyday life.

About the Author

This devotional study guide is written in the voice of Bishop Dusan Pobee, who is dedicated to preparing spiritual resources for the Body of Christ. His mission is to equip leaders and build strong faith foundations through sound teaching.

Scripture Translation Note

Unless otherwise stated, all scripture references used in this study guide are taken from the New Living Translation (NLT), Good News Bible (GNB), Amplified Bible (AMP), and the King James Version (KJV) to give readers a rounded understanding of the Word.
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Introduction

Judges Chapter 1 begins where the Book of Joshua ends—with Israel continuing the conquest of Canaan. Though Judah leads successful campaigns, many tribes fail to fully drive out the Canaanites, revealing a pattern of incomplete obedience.

Key Verse Commentary

Judges 1:28 – 'When Israel grew strong, they pressed the Canaanites into forced labor but never drove them out completely.' This highlights the danger of compromise and disobedience.

Background

After Joshua’s death, Israel seeks God for direction. God appoints Judah to lead. While Judah achieves military victories with the help of Simeon, other tribes do not complete their assignments. This sets the stage for spiritual decline in Israel’s history. The mixture of partial obedience and political convenience leads to future trouble.

Doctrinal Insights

God demands full obedience, not partial victories. Tolerating sin instead of removing it always leads to deeper spiritual bondage. Every tribe had a specific assignment—obedience was not optional.

Applications

1. Partial obedience is still disobedience.
2. What you tolerate today may enslave you tomorrow.
3. God gives each person an area to conquer—do not ignore your assignment.
Character Studies

Judah shows leadership, courage, and reliance on God. Caleb demonstrates enduring faith by conquering Hebron. The other tribes, however, display spiritual laziness and fear, failing to finish what was started.

Themes

Conquest, partial obedience, spiritual compromise, leadership, divine assignment.

Reflection Questions

1. What area of your life have you left unconquered?
2. Are you practicing full obedience or selective obedience?
3. How does fear or convenience keep you from finishing your spiritual assignments?
4. Who is helping you be accountable to your calling?
5. What small compromises are you tolerating that may become future trouble?
Prayers

Lord, help me to fully obey Your Word. Show me every area I’ve compromised, and give me strength to overcome what You have called me to defeat. I want to walk in complete obedience. Amen.

Cross-References

Joshua 13:1-6, 1 Samuel 15:22-23, Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Romans 6:12-14, James 1:22.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

JUDGES CHAPTER 2

[image: ]


Introduction

Judges Chapter 2 provides a summary and spiritual explanation of Israel’s recurring failures. A pattern of rebellion, punishment, repentance, and deliverance is introduced. God raises judges to deliver the people, but each generation drifts back into sin.

Key Verse Commentary

Judges 2:19 – 'But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors.' This verse reveals the unstable nature of Israel’s obedience when not grounded in personal faith.

Background

The Angel of the Lord confronts Israel about their failure to fully obey God and drive out the Canaanites. God declares He will no longer drive them out as a test. This chapter explains why Israel cycles through oppression and rescue.

Doctrinal Insights

Obedience must be personal and generational. Without strong spiritual leadership and consistent teaching, nations fall into sin. God is merciful but allows consequences to teach repentance.

Applications

1. Don’t rely solely on spiritual leaders—build personal obedience.
2. Teach each generation the ways of the Lord.
3. Understand that God’s discipline is a form of love.
Character Studies

The Angel of the Lord delivers a divine message. The judges act as temporary saviors. The people lack lasting conviction, quickly forgetting God's faithfulness.

Themes

Disobedience, divine discipline, spiritual cycles, mercy, generational failure.

Reflection Questions

1. Are you repeating the same spiritual mistakes?
2. How do you respond to divine correction?
3. Are you passing your faith to the next generation?
4. Do you walk with God only when things go wrong?
5. What can break the cycle of disobedience in your life?
Prayers

Lord, help me stay faithful to You in every season. Let my obedience be rooted in love, not convenience. Teach me how to lead others in lasting faith. Amen.

Cross-References

Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Hebrews 12:6-11, Psalm 78:5-8, Galatians 6:7, Romans 15:4.
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Introduction

This chapter introduces the first three judges: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar. Israel’s cycle of sin, suffering, and salvation begins with these deliverers. Each judge rises in response to Israel’s cries for help.

Key Verse Commentary

Judges 3:9 – 'But when they cried out to the Lord, he raised up for them a deliverer...' God responds to sincere repentance with deliverance.

Background

Othniel defeats the king of Mesopotamia. Ehud cleverly assassinates the Moabite king with a hidden sword, leading Israel to victory. Shamgar kills 600 Philistines with an oxgoad, though only briefly mentioned.

Doctrinal Insights

God uses ordinary people as instruments of deliverance. True deliverance begins with repentance. Courage and strategy are both part of God’s plan.

Applications

1. Don’t underestimate how God can use you.
2. Repentance is the doorway to change.
3. God equips you with what you need—even an oxgoad.
Character Studies

Othniel is a faithful warrior-judge. Ehud shows strategy and boldness. Shamgar displays surprising strength with a humble tool.

Themes

Repentance, deliverance, courage, divine strategy, instruments of salvation.

Reflection Questions

1. Are you crying out to God for real change?
2. What unlikely tools has God placed in your hands?
3. Do you trust God to use you despite your limitations?
4. How are you preparing to be an answer to others’ cries?
5. What has God delivered you from before?
Prayers

Father, raise up deliverers in our time. Let me be bold like Ehud, faithful like Othniel, and strong like Shamgar. May I never be afraid to act when You call. Amen.

Cross-References

1 Corinthians 1:27, Psalm 34:17, James 5:16, Hebrews 11:32-34, Romans 6:18.
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