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'Roha, why is your mother preparing this much food today? Are any guests coming to your home?’ Shiza asked as she sat on the swing beside Roha. 

‘Yes, Shiza, mama has invited everyone from the neighborhood to come to eat with us as Ramadan is approaching, and we need to start working as a team again,' Roha replied as she continued swinging with the help of her foot touching the ground and pushing onto the swing every couple of seconds. 
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Shiza made an intrigued face as she asked, 'Will you be sending it to our home too? Because that fragrance of fresh jalebis is making my stomach growl'. Roha laughed as she replied, 'You can never miss a chance to dip your hands into the sheera of jalebi. Can you?' 
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At this, Shiza took her tongue out and licked her lips as she said, ‘Of course, nothing is as delicious as a freshly made dripping jalebi.' 'I will ask mama to send in an extra batch at your home,' Roha replied as she wrapped her arms around her best friend.
Shiza and Roha have been best friends for six years now. They became best friends as soon as Roha shifted into the neighborhood, and both the girls found out that they were birthday twins. When Shiza's mama went to Roha's to ask if they needed anything as they were shifting, they came to know that both the kids were turning four tomorrow. It was when they had their first birthday together, and after that, their birthdays were celebrated together every year. 

Ramadan had just begun, and Roha's mother, Aunty Sadia was quite enthusiastic about this Holy month. She remained so active throughout and hosted various iftars and dinners. She also encouraged her fellow aunties and children to create a whole team and work to provide food to deserving people throughout Ramadan. 
Since their minor active team was a huge success last Ramadan, this year, Aunty Sadia planned to do it on a more extensive level. This was the reason she invited the whole neighborhood to their home in the evening so that they could discuss the upcoming Ramadan season.

‘Mama, do I and Shiza get to play a role in your Ramadan team this time? We are already ten years old. How old do we have to be to be a part of it?’ 
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Roha came into the kitchen enthusiastically starting her sentence but ended up with disappointment as her mother used to say every year that they are too young to work in the Ramadan team. 
‘As you are ten now, I will let you participate in the team. We will decide who gets to do what task at the evening meeting’, Aunty Sadia says as she bends and wraps one of her arms around Roha and the one around Shiza. 
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Upon hearing this, both girls shriek out of happiness and start to jump in excitement. ‘I can’t wait for Ramadan to begin,’ Shiza says out of mere excitement. 
'What is happening here? What had made these little humans so happy that their screams could be heard outside the house?' Roha's father asks as he enters the kitchen with a big smile. Roha immediately runs to him, and he picks her up into his lap as he kisses her head. As he puts her down, Shiza comes up and pays her Salam, too, and both girls run back into the garden. 
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‘What do you plan on doing this Ramadan?’ Roha’s father asks as he takes a seat at the dining table in the kitchen center. 'This year, I have bigger plans. In shaa Allah, I will be able to accomplish them all with my excellently brilliant little Ramadan team’ Aunty Sadia smiled as she looked in the direction of the door from where the little girls just went out a couple of minutes ago. 'You will succeed as you always have,' Roha's father, uncle Raheem, ensured. 
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It was not long before everyone started gathering inside Roha’s beautiful expansive home. Aunty Sadia had made a big arrangement in the backyard to cover many people. Roha’s backyard was lovely, with multiple types of flowers all around the garden. Shiza enters with her mother and runs towards Roha, who is setting up plates on the tables with her mother.
‘Roha, can I pluck out this red rose. It looks so beautiful. I want to place it somewhere near my bed so I could smell its fragrance even when sleeping,' Shiza inquires as she reaches out to Roha and starts arranging the plates with her. 

‘But if you pluck it, it will wilt away in no time,' Roha answers with a saddened voice. 'Oh! I didn't think of it this way. They look too beautiful,' Shiza said before they set out to the kitchen to help Aunty Sadia.
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All the guests were there a little after Asar prayer. Everyone was seated in their chair and had tea with all the other exceptionally delicious items that Aunty Sadia had prepared. After everyone had their time eating everything from yummy pakoras to patties, and jalebis, Aunty Sadia came forward and started with her announcement, for which she had gathered everyone. 
'Salam, everyone! I hope you like every item served today. I put my heart into it and wanted it to be of great delight for everyone present here. So, let’s get to the reason for calling this little gathering, as we all know that Ramadan is approaching, and it is a holy month of blessings that teaches us to help others. As Muslims, we must not let anyone go to sleep with an empty stomach in this blessed month. 

People who have been living in this neighborhood for a while already know that we have our little organization where we help people in need throughout the month of Ramadan by supplying them with grocery items for the whole month. Islam teaches us to take care of our Muslim brothers and sisters and make sure that we don’t let them sleep with an empty stomach if we have plenty of food.
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This year we have bigger plans. We will not only provide the monthly groceries to a hundred deserving households, but we will also arrange a sehri and iftar dastarkhawan in our society’s mosque. We will need a bigger, more energetic team to collect more funds and get into action to accomplish this. Collecting funds in Ramadan is not a difficult task as everyone is donating with a big heart throughout the month. 
We have a week to go before Ramadan starts, and we should assemble our funding team as soon as possible. Please let me know who is willing to volunteer so that we can get ourselves in action'.

Several hands were raised upon hearing this, and Roha's and Shiza's were also included, along with the tiny hands of some other children. 

'I am sorry, children, but this task would be inappropriate for you. But don't worry, we will have many other jobs to do where we will need your services, ' Aunty Sadia said as she disheveled another ten-year-old Ali’s hair while passing beside him.  
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After they had assembled the whole funds collecting team with the volunteers willing to help them with their connections, it was time to discuss other matters of the Ramadan team. 
'Now we will discuss the task we will be giving to our little team members,' Aunty Sadia said, and screams and hooting of excitement were heard everywhere as children ran towards Aunty Sadia. 'Tell us quickly, Aunty. We cannot wait,' eleven-year-old Mahad said as he jumped out of excitement. 

‘You people will be helping us prepare the grocery bags. I will let you know the number of each item that we have to place in a single grocery bag, and you will be assembling them all. Not only that, but you will be playing a great role in our Sehri and Iftari team too. All the little girls will help us prepare food at home, and the boys will serve it in the mosques two times each day' Aunty Sadia explains. 

‘I am so happy that we got to play a part in your Ramadan team’. Ali came forward and thanked Aunty Sadia. Everyone started chattering as soon as Aunty Sadia finished talking. The children had made their team, and now they were discussing what their team should be called. 

––––––––
[image: ]

‘I think we should choose any name from the Marvel characters. It will give us a more superhero feel,' Mahad suggested. 'Come on, Mahad! Get your mind off of superheroes. We cannot name our Ramadan group after any of those stupid names, ' Shiza said, irritated by Mahad's unexplainable obsession with Marvel superheroes. 
‘We will decide on a name that everyone will like so that it has to be some name in between superheroes and should also reflect Ramadan
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