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Avocado, ick!  I picked the mushy green stuff off my sandwich. Some of it was still stuck to my bread (gross!) but what was I going to do, rip pieces of my bread off? I probably would have if I was some sort of anal-retentive type of person, but alas, I am not!  I decided to just suck it up and eat the sandwich the way it was, sans the big chunks of avocado. When I am sixteen and finally old enough to work, I want to work at a sandwich shop and pay special attention to what my customers order so that when they say “No avocado”, I don’t put extra avocado instead.   

I might not be able to blame the sandwich maker, though. I could possibly have my evil older sister to blame. She is the one that wrote down all of our orders and went out to get them. I would hope that she wouldn’t be that evil!  But at least there aren’t onions on it. Double ick!  

“I have an announcement to make.”  My mother sat down at the dinner table and spoke to us proudly. She usually starts off with this phrase when she’s dating someone new or planning on going on vacation; vacations usually mean my sister and I are sent to visit Nana and Papa for a week while she backpacks through some European country or cruises to the Bahamas. I noticed my sister roll her eyes; she’s expecting the same speech I am.  “I’ve decided that the three of us are going to move away!”  My sister and I just stared at her. I don’t know what’s running through J.P’s mind (that’s my big sister) but I am beginning to think my mother has taken up a new hobby; drugs!  She has to be on drugs! 

“Are there hidden cameras here?”  J.P looked around the room.  “In a minute or two someone is going to tell us this is a joke, right?”  I set my sandwich down and looked over at J.P; she looked terrified to say the least!  “Where is this coming from?”  She glanced at me and I shrugged. 

“J.P, relax!”  Mom remained calm while my sister seemed to be about ready to jump. What she’s going to jump off of is beyond me, but she’s close to the edge and Mom barely made a simple announcement! I don’t usually jump at Mom’s silly announcements; I wait and let her build up the entire plan and then figure things out. One year Mom announced that we were going to rent an RV and visit at least five states, but when she sat behind the wheel of the oversized vehicle she panicked and decided she would just fly to New York to go shopping while J.P and I visit with Nana and Papa. Maybe this time when she starts packing, she’ll quickly change her mind and decide to go rock climbing in California or something. 

I bit into my sandwich and cringed a little as I tasted the avocado on the bread.  J.P began to bounce her leg up and down under the table; I could tell because her body began to move slightly and that’s what happens when she becomes anxious. I sat back, chewed and braced myself for the argument that was sure to ensue. 

“Mom, where did this come from?  I’m about to go into my senior year and all of a sudden you want us to move?”  Her face turned red and her pitch grew a little higher than normal. All of a sudden, she sat back, folded her arms and seemed to relax a little.  “Wait, do you mean we can move maybe just to a bigger house?” 

“The house can be bigger, I don’t mind.  I’d especially like one with a really large tub in the bathroom. I want to take a bubble bath by candlelight and be able to just relax!”  Mom looked dreamy. 

“Ok, but here in this same city, right?  We’ll stay on this side of town so we can continue to go school with our friends?”  Mom showed us her “I’m sorry” face and J.P began to bounce her knee again.  “Mom, think about it!  I’m seventeen years old, going into my final year in high school as a cheerleader. You can’t just go to another school and be a cheerleader, they have tryouts and it’s too late for me to try out!  What am I going to do if I don’t cheer?” She whined. I just rolled my eyes. 

“Most schools have tryouts again at the beginning of the year, don’t they?”  Mom looked to me for confirmation; I’m not a cheerleader and I have no clue. I just shrugged my shoulders and cringed at another bite of avocado laced sandwich. 

“Mom, why don’t you just go visit the place you want to move to. We can all go. We’ll get it out of our systems and then come home and enjoy life.”  J.P was full of ideas.   

“Can we move to a place that doesn’t put avocados on a sandwich when I don’t want them on there?”  I wanted to annoy my sister because I was tired of her always whining. 

“That’s the spirit.”  Mom smiled at me and I rolled my eyes, taking another bite of the sandwich. 

“Like she cares. She is barely going to be a sophomore and doesn’t have very many friends to begin with!  I, on the other hand, do and I would like to graduate with them. I am not moving.”  J.P folded her arms across her chest and huffed with an air of finality. 

“So, what is it that you plan on doing?”  Mom had a smirk on her face that confused me. Usually when Mom smirks it’s because she’s about to let on that she has been joking with us, but she seemed really serious at the same time. She leaned back in her chair and crossed her arms, staring back at my sister. 

“I don’t know.”  My sister wasn’t done; she just needed a few more seconds to think about it. After about a minute she continued, “I can stay here.  Nana owns this house, right?”  Mom nodded.  “Well, I can stay here and live on my own.”  Mom laughed like it was the most hilarious thing she had heard. I continued to take bites of my sandwich, enjoying the show.  “It’s not funny!”  My sister yelled in anger when Mom continued to laugh after two minutes.  “I can’t leave, Mom.  It’s not fair!”  J.P jumped out of her chair and stormed off to her bedroom. 

“How about California?” Mom asked me. I shrugged my shoulders and took another bite of my avocado infected sandwich.  “I would love to be by the water and not really in San Francisco, but close enough that we can take a day trip there. I would love for you girls to see the Golden Gate Bridge. We can even walk or bike across it.” 

I’m not going to pretend I have any say in my mother’s whims. She makes all the decisions. If she says we’re moving to California today, she may make it New York or Florida tomorrow.   

“I really wish they didn’t put avocado on my sandwich,” I said. Mom just smiled at me. I heard Hurricane J.P storming back. 

“I just called Nana and she said there is no way we are moving.” She flopped back into her chair with a triumphant grin on her face. 

“Oh, but we are!” my mother stated, firmly.  “Week after next. School is out, so your days can be spent packing.” 
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