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About the Pauline Epistle 
Devotional Series
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This series is part of a comprehensive 12-book set designed to establish the believer in the distinct revelation given to the Apostle Paul. Each book features 31-daily devotionals that guide the reader through the doctrine-rich core of a specific epistle, providing a structured curriculum for spiritual growth.

The series is organised sequentially to expose the unfolding of the Mystery—the secret purpose of God, (Rom.16:25-26)—as revealed to the Apostle of the Gentiles. This curriculum is designed to lead the believer from the milk of the word as a babe in Christ to the meat of the word as a mature adopted son of God, fully "stablished" in the mystery doctrine of the Grace of God. By following this path from Romans to Philemon, you will move from the foundational understanding of your justification to the practical walk of an ambassador, a mature and approved representative of the heavenly "program" of God for the Body of Christ.

As you walk through these 31 days, I encourage you to be like the Bereans—searching the scriptures daily to see if these things are so (Acts 17:11). This series represents my personal study and convictions regarding the glorious gospel of grace.

The 12-Book Devotional Library

The complete collection includes:

Book 1: Romans, Book 2: 1 Corinthians, Book 3: 2 Corinthians, Book 4: Galatians, Book 5: Ephesians, and Book 6: Philippians. The journey continues with Book 7: Colossians, Book 8: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Book 9: 1 Timothy, Book 10: 2 Timothy, Book 11: Titus & Philemon, and concludes with Book 12: The 31 Pillars of the Mystery.

Look out for the other book in this series to complete your devotional journey through all of Paul's inspired letters.

​
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A Note to the Reader: 
Spiritual Discernment
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Before you begin this journey through Galatians, you must understand that the words on these pages are more than just ink and history. According to the Apostle Paul, the things of God are "spiritually discerned"—they require a spiritual "sensor" to be understood. He writes: "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1Cor.2:14).

If you have not been quickened—made alive or regenerated—by the Spirit of God, these lessons may seem like mere philosophy or difficult logic. The "deep things of God" are only accessible to those who have the Spirit of God dwelling within them. This devotional is not merely for the curious mind, but for the soul that is regenerated in God through Christ.

If you are unsure of your standing with God, or if you realise you have been trying to reach Him through your own religious efforts, there is a simple, glorious remedy. You must be saved by the Gospel of the Grace of God. Paul defines this saving message in its entirety:

(1) Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; (2) By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. (3) For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; (4) And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: (1Cor.15:1-4).

The way of salvation is clear:

	The Problem: All have sinned; none can save themselves. "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23, KJB).

	The Provision: Christ bore our sins, died in our place, and rose again to prove the debt was paid. "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24, KJB).

	The Persuasion: Salvation comes by faith in this finished work, not by works. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9, KJB).

	The Position: The moment you believe, God declares you justified. "Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification" (Romans 4:25, KJB).


If you believe this record today, you are sealed and saved, ready to discern the truths in this book. You are no longer a "natural man," but a grace believer, equipped to study and receive the living Word of God.
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​Explaining the Devotional Structure
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The Scripture

All Scripture passages cited in this series are rendered from the Authorized King James Version, preserved for its doctrinal accuracy and historical resonance. The verses selected for each day’s devotional in this Galatians study are chosen with purpose. Rather than being arbitrary, they are carefully curated to emphasise the heart of Paul’s message to the Galatians—namely, the defence of justification by faith apart from works of the Law, and the freedom found in the grace of Christ. We draw upon passages that confront legalism, affirm the believer’s liberty, and underscore the unity and identity of the Body of Christ. This approach ensures your journey through Galatians is deliberate, progressive, and anchored in the revelation of the Gospel of Grace, as Paul delivered it.

The Devotional 

As we journey through Galatians, we move from the "Defence" of Paul’s apostleship and message to the "Declaration" of the believer’s freedom in Christ. This study continues the foundational sequence of Head, Heart, and Hand as we confront legalism and reclaim the liberty found in grace. In Galatians, Paul passionately upholds justification by faith apart from works, urging believers to stand firm in their spiritual identity. To walk as a mature "son in grace," you must first understand the doctrine (Head), allow its truth to transform your inner life (Heart), and then express it through practical living (Hand).

These three paragraphs follow a sequence of Doctrine, Understanding, and Action:

The head reflects the fundamental insight derived from the day's scripture passage. It addresses the theological principle or lesson intended for readers to grasp through their engagement with and comprehension of the selected text.



The heart is where we internalise the day's scripture, letting its truths shape our attitudes and perspective. This section bridges scripture with our current daily lives, making scripture not just historical, but a practical guide for today. By engaging with the heart, we find personal relevance in each passage and see how faith moves from the pages of the Bible into the everyday experiences of our lives.



The hand is the practical aspect of internalised faith—where beliefs move from theory to daily action. It encourages us to ask how today’s lesson shapes our responses, responsibilities, and challenges. In small, everyday choices—like offering forgiveness, showing kindness, or acting with integrity—our convictions are revealed. This section provides examples of living out each lesson, helping to make faith practical and relevant.

The Apostolic Seal 

This section offers a brief yet powerful message of motivation and encouragement. Imagine the words of Paul coming alive and reaching across centuries as a seasoned Apostle speaking to a mature son. Every seal is a direct call to stand fast in the distinctiveness of the message and to draw strength from the sufficiency of Grace.

The Practical Note 

The purpose of the Practical Note is to anchor each day’s spiritual truth through the lens of history. By sharing a true historical story of a faithful believer who walked out these same principles, we demonstrate how the Pauline message remains the practical power of God for the Body of Christ in every generation.

Today’s Quiz 

This section offers a systematic way to evaluate attention, memory, and understanding of the day's "meat." Through various formats—including the Word-Cipher, the Fact-Check Filter, and the Internal Inventory—it reinforces key concepts to ensure that the essential truths of our standing in Christ are retained. The answers can be found at the end of the book.
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A Background to Galatians
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The Signature & Setting 

The Epistle to the Galatians stands as Paul’s urgent and passionate letter, written around A.D. 48-49, making it one of his earliest works. Unlike the tone of personal transparency found in Second Corinthians, Galatians is marked by Paul’s strong defence of the gospel and his apostolic authority. Paul addresses the churches in Galatia after hearing troubling reports that they were turning away from the freedom found in Christ, influenced by those insisting on the necessity of the law. Having previously travelled through the region, Paul writes from a place of deep concern, confronting the threat of legalism and the distortion of grace. This letter challenges the believers to hold fast to the genuine message of salvation by faith alone, calling them to reject the "other gospel" and to stand firm in the liberty Christ provides.

The City & The Culture 

At the time of Paul’s writing to the Galatians, the region found itself in the midst of a spiritual crisis. The churches, once grounded in the liberating message of Christ, were now caught in a struggle between the allure of religious tradition and the radical freedom of grace. Instead of the outward displays of status and eloquence, the threat came from persuasive teachers insisting on the necessity of the law, undermining Paul’s authority and the sufficiency of faith. The Galatian believers were challenged to choose between returning to the familiar security of legalism or embracing the bold, transformative message of the gospel. Paul responds not with appealing rhetoric, but by fiercely defending the truth that salvation rests in Christ alone. He urges his spiritual children to stand firm in their liberty, resisting those who would distort the gospel and draw them back into bondage.

The Conflict & The Credentials 

The primary conflict in Galatians centres on the defence of the true gospel and Paul’s apostolic authority. Whereas First Corinthians dealt with issues of behaviour, Galatians confronts the distortion of the message of grace by teachers insisting on the necessity of the law. Paul is accused of lacking authority and compromising the gospel, yet he responds not with a display of credentials, but with passionate insistence on salvation by faith alone. He demonstrates that genuine leadership in Christ is not validated by external qualifications or religious tradition, but by the liberating message of grace and the transformed lives of believers—the living testimony of God’s work written in their hearts.

The Doctrinal DNA 

Galatians stands as the "Manifesto of Liberty." It offers some of the deepest insight in the Bible concerning the defence of the gospel, the nature of salvation by faith alone, and the radical freedom found in Christ. Unlike the "Correction" of First Corinthians or the "Comfort" of Second Corinthians, Galatians calls believers to stand firm against legalism and the distortion of grace. It reveals how God’s grace liberates us from the bondage of the law, how to confront false teaching with conviction, and how the "Child of Promise" lives in the freedom of Christ, no longer enslaved to the old order but walking in the Spirit amidst everyday challenges.

10 Interesting Facts & Insights

1. The "O Foolish Galatians"

Unlike Paul’s other letters, Galatians skips the usual opening praise and thanksgiving. He dives straight into a rebuke because the churches were quickly turning away from the gospel of grace. This sets an urgent tone, showing that when the core of the message is at stake, there is no time for pleasantries (Gal.3:1-3).

2. The Identity of the Galatians

The readers were likely a mix of Celtic people (Gauls) who had migrated to Asia Minor and Greek-speaking locals. The Celts were known in the ancient world for being impulsive and quick to change their minds. This cultural trait helps explain why they were so easily swayed by new, false teachers after Paul had just left them.

3. The Troublemaking "Judaizers"

The primary conflict in the book involves "false brethren" who came from Judea. They taught that while faith in Christ was good, it wasn't enough. They insisted that Gentile believers must also keep the Law of Moses and be circumcised to be truly saved. Paul wrote this book as a legal and spiritual defence against this "another gospel" (Gal.1:6-9).

4. Paul’s Desert Education

Galatians gives us a rare look at Paul’s life right after his conversion. Instead of going to the Twelve Apostles for training, he went into the desert of Arabia for three years. He emphasizes this to prove that his message came directly from a revelation of Jesus Christ, not from any human source or tradition (Gal.1:15-18).

5. The Public Confrontation in Antioch

Paul records a tense moment where he had to publicly rebuke the Apostle Peter. Peter had stopped eating with Gentile believers because he was afraid of what the Jewish traditionalists would think. Paul’s willingness to call out a "pillar" of the church shows that the truth of the gospel is higher than any person's rank or status (Gal.2:11-14).

6. The Roman Law of Adoption

In Chapter 4, Paul uses the Roman custom of adoption to explain our relationship with God. In Roman law, a son who was adopted had all his previous debts cancelled and was legally equal to a natural-born son. Paul uses this to show that we are no longer "servants" under the Law, but full "heirs" who can call God "Abba, Father" (Gal.4:4-7).

7. The Schoolmaster Analogy

Paul describes the Mosaic Law as a paidagogos (translated as "schoolmaster"). In the ancient world, this wasn't a teacher, but a strict guardian—usually a slave—who watched over a child and kept them out of trouble until they grew up. Paul’s point is that the Law was a temporary guardian intended to lead us to Christ (Gal.3:24-25).

8. The Allegory of Two Cities

Paul creates a "word-picture" comparing two women, Sarah and Hagar, to two different covenants and two different cities (Jerusalem on earth and Jerusalem which is above). This insight helps the reader see the Bible as a tale of two systems: one of bondage and one of liberty (Gal.4:22-26).

9. The Marks of the Lord Jesus

At the end of the letter, Paul mentions that he bears in his body the "marks of the Lord Jesus" (Gal.6:17). In that culture, slaves and soldiers were often branded with the mark of their owner or general. While the Judaizers wanted the Galatians to carry the mark of circumcision, Paul pointed to his scars from persecution as his "brand" of loyalty to Christ.

10. The Magna Carta of Christian Liberty

Galatians is often called the "Magna Carta" of the church. It contains the definitive statement that in Christ, there is no "Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor female" (Gal.3:28). It broke the social, racial, and gender barriers of the ancient world by placing every believer on level ground at the foot of the cross.
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Galatians 1:1-5

[1]  Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)  [2]  And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:  [3]  Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,  [4]  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:  [5]  To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The Opening Context 

Writing from Antioch around A.D. 48-49, Paul’s opening words to the Galatians carry a sharp, defensive edge not found in his other epistles. Unlike his letters to the Philippians or Colossians, where he begins with warm commendations, Paul immediately addresses a crisis of authority. The "Judaizers" had begun a campaign of character assassination, suggesting that Paul was merely a secondary messenger—a "student" of the Apostles in Jerusalem who had gone rogue. By opening with "not of men, neither by man," Paul is not merely stating a fact but counter-attacking a specific lie. He is grounding the believers in the reality that their salvation was not a result of a human committee’s decision, but a Divine rescue operation. The immediate issue was the "present evil world" (Gal.1:4), a term referring to the religious and social systems that sought to pull the Galatians back into the bondage of the Law. Paul establishes his credentials and the purpose of Christ’s death—deliverance from that system—before he even finishes his first sentence.

The Source Of Authority

The foundation of the Christian life rests upon the fact that Paul’s authority is heavenly, not earthly. By declaring that he is an apostle through Jesus Christ and God the Father—who raised Jesus from the dead—Paul makes it clear that his apostleship is rooted in the risen Lord, setting his commission apart from those who were called during Christ’s earthly ministry. This is essential for right division; we are not under a system of performance, but under the finished work of the resurrected Christ. Because Christ "gave himself for our sins," our identity is no longer defined by our failures or our ability to meet religious standards. We are accepted in the beloved (Eph.1:6), moving from a position of striving for favour to standing in a rescue already completed. This "present evil world"—the age of human effort and religious systems—has no claim on us because we have been delivered by a divine decree. Our standing is as secure as the One who authorised the message, for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works (Eph.2:10). Every doctrinal point Paul makes serves to silence the inner critic and the legalistic teacher alike, reminding us that we are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves (Eph.2:8).



To receive this truth is to let go of the exhausting labour of trying to please a God who is already satisfied with the sacrifice of His Son. We must guard against the modern trap of believing that our "sincerity" or moral excellence secures our standing. This is the very error the Galatians faced—adding "extra steps" to the grace of God. We must be vigilant, for if we seek to be justified by the law, we are fallen from grace (Gal.5:4). True peace comes only when we recognise that our deliverance is "according to the will of God," not our own performance. When we settle our hearts in this finished work, the pressure to perform for God’s favour vanishes, and we are no longer entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Gal.5:1).



Applying these truths changes how we walk in the world and how we treat others. Since our doctrine and peace are not "of men," we no longer need to seek human approval or dominate others for significance. We have the opportunity to share the kindness shown to us, ensuring that everything we do is carried out with love (1Cor.16:14). In our relationships, we can forgive others without keeping a ledger of their debts, just as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven us (Eph.4:32). The grace-walk is not about obligation, but about a life filled by the Father’s will, enabling us to serve one another in love. As we find rest in the fact that our rescue was Christ’s work, we become vessels of that same peace to a world still trapped in the cycle of self-condemnation.

The Apostolic Seal 

Beloved, let your hearts rest in the quiet confidence that my words to you are anchored in the heavens. You are no longer debtors to a world that demands your toil for its favour. Christ has claimed you; walk therefore in the quietness of His finished rescue.

The Practical Note 

July 14, 1789. Paris, France. Inside the grim stone walls of the Bastille, a prisoner named Thomas sat in a damp cell, his hope long since extinguished by years of silence. Suddenly, the heavy iron door creaked open, and a messenger entered, clutching a parchment bearing the official seal of the new revolutionary assembly.

"You are pardoned, Thomas," the messenger declared. "By the authority of the people’s decree, you are a free man." The prison warden, a man who took great pride in the absolute control he exerted over his charges, stepped forward with a scowl. "I have no record of this," the warden barked, reaching for his keys. "He has committed crimes against the state, and he shall remain under my watch until I am satisfied his debt is paid."

The warden glared at Thomas, attempting to intimidate him back into the corner of the cell, insisting that the prisoner still owed "labour and penance" before he could dream of the sun. But the messenger stood his ground, pointing to the signature at the bottom of the scroll. "Your records do not matter, and your satisfaction is irrelevant," the messenger replied firmly. "The highest authority has spoken, and you have no legal right to hold what has been declared free."

Despite his resentment and his desire to keep Thomas in chains, the warden was forced to step aside and watch as the gates were thrown wide. Thomas walked out into the light, not because the warden had a change of heart, but because a power greater than the prison had intervened. Just as Thomas was freed by a decree that bypassed the warden’s control, our deliverance from the "present evil world" is a legal reality signed by God Himself. The religious systems and our own guilty consciences may act like the warden, demanding more "labour" or "penance," but they have no legal standing against the finished work of Christ.

Today's Quiz

Multiple Choice: From whom did Paul receive his apostleship according to the first verse of Galatians? A) The Apostles at Jerusalem B) A committee of brethren C) Jesus Christ and God the Father D) His own personal ambition

True/False: The "present evil world" refers only to physical acts of immorality and does not include religious systems or human effort.

Fact-Check: According to Galatians 1:4, whose "will" determined our deliverance from our sins and this present world?
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Galatians 1:6-10 

[6]  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:  [7]  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  [8]  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  [9]  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  [10]  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

The Opening Context 

In the months following Paul’s departure from Galatia in A.D. 48, a group of religious "troublers" arrived with a mission to "correct" his teaching. These men used the Galatians' respect for tradition against them, suggesting that while Christ was necessary, he was not sufficient. By the time Paul received word in Antioch, the defection was already underway. This specific passage captures Paul’s raw, visceral reaction to the news of this spiritual betrayal. He does not begin with an argument, but with a cry of astonishment. The immediate issue was the speed of their departure—they were "so soon removed" from the person of Christ. Paul identifies that the Galatians weren't just changing their theology; they were deserting a relationship. The historical pressure here is the "persuasion of men" (Gal.1:10); the Judaizers were using social and religious pressure to make the Galatians conform to a more "respectable," law-abiding version of Christianity that was more palatable to the surrounding culture.

The Perversion Of Truth

The core of the Pauline revelation is the absolute sufficiency of Christ’s work, apart from any human merit. Paul establishes that there is no such thing as a "supplemented" Gospel; to add to it is to "pervert" it, turning it into something entirely different in nature. This perversion occurs when we move from trusting in "him that called you" to trusting in what we can produce. The legalistic error suggests that grace is a starting point, but our performance is the finishing line. However, the scripture declares that Christ is the end of the law for righteousness (Rom.10:4). By seeking to please men through religious conformity, the believer loses his standing as a servant of Christ, for the Gospel is not an olive branch to human pride but a sword that cuts it down. We are warned that even an angelic visitation cannot overrule the established word, for God has magnified His word above all His name (Ps.138:2). Any message that shifts the focus from the objective work of the cross to the subjective labour of the believer is under a Divine curse, for it robs God of His glory and the sinner of his peace.


Accepting this truth means intentionally rejecting the serpent's attempt to distort simplicity (2Cor.11:3). Our hearts are naturally inclined toward legalism because we
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