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The Very British Quiz Book

Can you list all of the kings and queens of England in chronological order?

Do you know what happened to hereditary peers in the House of Lords in 1999?

Do you know your Domesday Book from your Magna Carta?

Well done. But you don’t need any of that information to come out on top in this quiz book.

The Very British Quiz Book gets to the very heart of the matter of being British. For only a true Brit can understand why our go-to phone app is the weather forecast; why, unlike the rest of the world, we take pride in our ability to form an orderly queue; why we constantly feel the need to apologise profusely for something that wasn’t our fault; why any problem can be solved instantly by a cup of tea; and why the phrase ‘replacement bus service’ fills an entire nation with dread.

The questions cover different, crucial aspects of British life – including travel, pop culture, relationships, manners and etiquette, language and, of course, the weather – and the answers and a score chart can be found at the end of each quiz so you can weigh up how British you really are. Is there a small part of you that belongs in some foreign land beyond Broadstairs or are you a fully paid-up, non-confrontational, socially awkward, easily embarrassed, permanently apologetic Brit?




Test 1

MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

1. According to a 2018 survey of British life, which one of these statements is true?


	a) The average Brit eats 76 tonnes of salt and vinegar crisps in a lifetime.

	b) The average Brit spends three years queuing over the course of a lifetime.

	c) The average Brit says ‘sorry’ seven times a day, which works out at over 200,000 apologies in a lifetime.



CONVERSATION

2. Which one of these is not a British slang term used to describe excellence?


	a) Pengest

	b) Gert lush

	c) Chankin’

	d) Cracking
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RELATIONSHIPS

3. Which three subjects do Brits find most awkward to discuss with partners and friends?


	a) Sex, death and money

	b) Football, Brexit and Love Island

	c) Algebra, French and advanced physics



ANIMALS

4. Statistics show that 33 per cent of Brits have done which one of these at one time or another?


	a) Tasted our pets’ food while they were watching to show them how nutritious it is

	b) Left voicemail messages for our pets while we were away

	c) Dressed our pets in top hat and tails to attend a wedding



WEATHER

5. Brits love talking about the weather, which may account for why we have over 100 words and phrases for rain. Which one of these would get you the wettest in a short space of time?


	a) Mizzle

	b) Bleeter

	c) Spitting

	d) Stair rods



TRAVEL

6. Which one of these do Brits worry about most before taking a foreign holiday?


	a) Not being able to speak the local language

	b) Not being in shape for the beach

	c) Not being able to find a British pub that serves all-day breakfasts



POP CULTURE

7. Who can the United Kingdom traditionally rely on for votes in the Eurovision Song Contest?


	a) France

	b) Germany

	c) The Baltic countries

	d) The Balkan countries

	e) Nobody



CONVERSATION

8. If you were ‘clamming’, would you be …?


	a) Dancing

	b) Hungry

	c) Collecting seafood



SPORT AND LEISURE

9. Which football team’s fans chant ‘We only sing when we’re fishing’?


	a) Oldham Athletic

	b) Fleetwood Town

	c) Luton Town



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

10. Which of these statements are true?


	a) A Brit who finds their reserved seat on a train occupied by a stranger would rather stand than kick up a fuss.

	b) When asked how they are, a Brit will always reply ‘I’m fine, thanks’ even if they are on crutches with both feet in plaster.

	c) If rammed in the street by a mother with a double buggy, a Brit will say: ‘Don’t worry, it’s only a scratch, I probably wasn’t looking where I was going’ and then hobble off into a quiet corner and bleed.
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FOOD AND DRINK

11. Brits drink 165 million cups of tea every day. Who said: ‘Putting a damp spoon back in the (sugar) bowl is the tea-drinking equivalent of sharing a needle’?


	a) Prince Charles

	b) Darcey Bussell

	c) Lily Allen

	d) Alan Partridge



LIFESTYLE

12. In a census, 176,632 people in England and Wales listed their religion as …?


	a) Jedi Knight

	b) Shiraz

	c) Church of Tesco



TRAVEL

13. Which one of these has not been used as a reason for the late running of trains in south-east England?


	a) Llamas on line at Sevenoaks

	b) Burglar up a tree at Charlton

	c) Slippery rain near Bedford

	d) Badger bit ticket collector at Godalming

	e) Passenger touching himself on train at Kidbrooke



CONVERSATION

14. ‘Geggie’ was a new word added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2019. For which body part is it an alternative name?


	a) Mouth

	b) Ankle

	c) Funny bone



FOOD AND DRINK

15. Which one of these items would you not expect to find in a full English breakfast?


	a) Bacon

	b) Sausage

	c) Fried egg

	d) Baked beans

	e) Fried bread

	f) Avocado
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ANIMALS

16. What percentage of Brits say they love their pets more than their partner?


	a) 5 per cent

	b) 15 per cent

	c) 90 per cent



AROUND BRITAIN

17. In which English county would you find the villages of Great Snoring and Little Snoring?


	a) Norfolk

	b) Somerset

	c) Oxfordshire



POP CULTURE

18. Which one of these has not featured in The Only Way Is Essex?


	a) Lucy Mecklenburgh

	b) Kirk Norcross

	c) James Lock

	d) Courtney Green

	e) Georgina Dorsett

	f) Oliver Proudlock

	g) Chloe Meadows



FOOD AND DRINK

19. When eating scones, the Devon tradition is to spread the clotted cream first followed by the jam, but in Cornwall they insist that it should be jam first with the cream on top. How does the Queen prefer her scones?


	a) Cream first

	b) Jam first



WEATHER

20. If someone told you ‘It’s parky outside’, what would you expect to find on leaving the house?


	a) That it was unseasonably warm

	b) That it was cold

	c) That a TV chat show host was standing on your doorstep



CONVERSATION

21. If required to make small talk with a stranger at a social gathering, what is the go-to topic for most Brits?


	a) How plastic pollution is blighting the world’s oceans

	b) The value of the pound against the euro

	c) The situation in the Middle East

	d) The need for diversity in every walk of life

	e) The weather



SPORT AND LEISURE

22. True or false? 57 per cent of Brits admit to using their phone on the toilet.

MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

23. According to Debrett’s, the authority on British etiquette and behaviour, what is ‘the worst solecism a foreigner can commit’?


	a) Nose-picking

	b) Queue-jumping

	c) Failing to salute the Union Jack



TRAVEL

24. Which one of these is deemed socially acceptable on the London Underground?


	a) Striking up a conversation with a complete stranger

	b) Making eye contact with a complete stranger

	c) Standing to the left on the escalator

	d) Minding the gap
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Answers:

1. c 2. c – it means ‘cold’ in Scotland 3. a 4. b 5. d 6. b 7. e 8. b – it means ‘hungry’ in Newcastle upon Tyne 9. b 10. All of them – 1 point for each 11. d 12. a 13. d 14. a 15. f 16. b 17. a 18. f – Oliver Proudlock appeared in Made In Chelsea 19. b – according to a royal chef 20. b 21. e 22. True 23. b 24. d.



HOW BRITISH ARE YOU?

Score 1–9: You show a worrying lack of Britishness. You may not even own an umbrella or have an opinion on Marmite!

Score 10–18: You show a good understanding of what it’s like to be British. The Sunday roast is almost certainly the highlight of your week.

Score 19–26: You are clearly British to the core. As such, you probably lie awake at night worrying in case you might have inadvertently offended someone in the course of the day and know at least 30 different ways to apologise. Your kettle will always be your best friend.





Test 2

LIFESTYLE

1. Which one of these do one in ten Brits not use?


	a) The internet

	b) Cutlery

	c) Toilet paper



TRAVEL

2. Which people are considered by the British to be the friendliest in Europe?


	a) Swedes

	b) Germans

	c) Italians

	d) Dutch

	e) Spanish

	f) Danes

	g) French



WEATHER

3. Which is the UK’s wettest city?


	a) Manchester

	b) Cardiff

	c) Glasgow



POP CULTURE

4. In 2018, which British soap character had his seventh wedding?


	a) Ian Beale

	b) Steve McDonald

	c) Eric Pollard



SPORT AND LEISURE

5. If you worshipped at the home of cricket, would you go to …?


	a) Lord’s

	b) Lourdes

	c) The Oval



FOOD AND DRINK

6. Experts at the University of Northumbria spent 180 hours poring over that age-old British conundrum: how to make the perfect cup of tea for one. And 285 cups of tea later, they published their findings. Which one of these statements did they conclude was true?


	a) When making your tea in a cup or mug, the milk should be added first.

	b) The tea should be left to brew for two minutes.

	c) The teabag should be left in the cup or mug while you drink your tea.

	d) The optimum temperature for drinking tea is 40°C.



LIFESTYLE

7. The average Briton will spend two years of their life doing which one of these?


	a) Waiting for their energy supplier to answer the phone

	b) Looking for socks

	c) Nursing a hangover



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

8. According to Country Living, which one of these is the most British thing you can do?


	a) Pretend to like people that you don’t

	b) Dunk biscuits in your tea

	c) Awkwardly step from side to side while trying to pass someone coming in the opposite direction



TRAVEL

9. What was listed at number 19 in Time Out’s Top 20 London Attractions?


	a) A signal failure on the District Line

	b) A night out in Peckham

	c) Hatton Cross roundabout
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FOOD AND DRINK

10. Which one of these is not yet a Heston Blumenthal recipe?


	a) Egg and bacon ice cream

	b) Snail porridge

	c) Strawberry soup

	d) Braised magpie with a horseradish and rook jus



CONVERSATION

11. If somebody in Manchester told you that you ‘couldn’t stop a pig in a ginnel’, what would they mean?


	a) That you were physically weak

	b) That you had bandy legs



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

12. When stepping into a lift, what is a Brit’s greatest fear?


	a) That it will break down

	b) That the muzak will be unbearable

	c) That you will have to share it with a stranger



ANIMALS

13. True or false? In the latest census, 16 per cent of Brits listed their pet as a member of their household.

SPORT AND LEISURE

14. Which English football manager once said of the opposition: ‘We didn’t underestimate them. They were just a lot better than we thought’?


	a) Kevin Keegan

	b) Sir Bobby Robson

	c) Alan Ball



POP CULTURE

15. James Bond, Harry Potter and Doctor Who were named as Brits’ three favourite fictional characters. But who came fourth?


	a) Sherlock Holmes

	b) Biggles

	c) Mr. Bean



AROUND BRITAIN

16. Which British town’s name means ‘valley where wild saffron grows’?


	a) Croydon

	b) Bury St Edmunds

	c) Hexham



RELATIONSHIPS

17. In a typical British relationship, what happens for the first time after five months of dating?


	a) Telling one another your name

	b) Making physical contact by holding hands

	c) Declaring your love for one another



FOOD AND DRINK

18. During Wimbledon fortnight, the players consume more than 2,000 kilos of which one of these foodstuffs?


	a) Strawberries

	b) Bananas

	c) Burgers



TRAVEL

19. In 2011, a pensioner from Windsor got lost for 30 hours while doing which of the following?


	a) Sailing up the River Thames

	b) Trying to find the Northern Line at King’s Cross St Pancras station

	c) Driving round the M25
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POP CULTURE

20. Which one of these was a cartoon character in the Beano comic?


	a) Dennis the Menace

	b) Desperate Dan

	c) Jacob Rees-Mogg



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

21. True or false? After bumping into a friend in the supermarket, a true Brit would rather hide in another aisle for 20 minutes than risk bumping into them again.

FOOD AND DRINK

22. Which British foodstuff was once prescribed for treating beriberi, burning feet and scrotal dermatitis?


	a) Shippam’s fish paste

	b) Mushy peas

	c) Marmite



CONVERSATION

23. Which of these would most likely land you in A & E?


	a) A Glasgow kiss

	b) A Bath bun

	c) A Chelsea pensioner



LIFESTYLE

24. In the hours immediately after Britain voted to leave the EU in the 2016 referendum, what was the second most popular search term among Brits on Google?


	a) Is the result of the referendum legally binding?

	b) What will it mean for the border in Northern Ireland?

	c) What is the EU?




Answers:

1. a 2. d – the French are considered to be the least friendly 3. b 4. b – Steve McDonald has been married to Vicky Arden, Karen Phillips (twice), Becky Granger, Tracy Barlow, Michelle Connor, and Tracy Barlow again 5. a 6. b – the experts concluded that the teabag should always be removed from the cup or mug before drinking, that milk should be added after the boiling water, and that the best temperature for drinking tea is 60°C 7. c 8. b 9. b – the other two didn’t feature 10. d 11. b 12. c 13. True 14. b 15. c 16. a 17. c 18. b 19. c 20. a 21. True 22. c 23. a – it’s a violent headbutt to the nose 24. c.



HOW BRITISH ARE YOU?

Score 1–8: You show a worrying lack of Britishness. You may not even own an umbrella or have an opinion on Marmite!

Score 9–16: You show a good understanding of what it’s like to be British. The Sunday roast is almost certainly the highlight of your week.

Score 17–24: You are clearly British to the core. As such, you probably lie awake at night worrying in case you might have inadvertently offended someone in the course of the day and know at least 30 different ways to apologise. Your kettle will always be your best friend.





Test 3

CONVERSATION

1. Which of these is a British phrase to describe extreme anxiety or nervousness?


	a) Screaming abdabs

	b) Screaming minicabs

	c) Screaming kebabs



FOOD AND DRINK

2. In 2017, what was revealed as Britain’s favourite chocolate bar?


	a) Galaxy

	b) Mars Bar

	c) Kit Kat

	d) Crunchie

	e) Bounty

	f) Twix



POP CULTURE

3. Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble and Grubb are the firefighters in which fictional setting?


	a) Trumpton

	b) Camberwick Green

	c) Westeros



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

4. When meeting someone for the first time, what form of greeting do most Brits prefer?


	a) A hug

	b) A kiss on the cheek

	c) A stiff, formal handshake



CONVERSATION

5. If someone in the north-west of England is said to have ‘a right cob on’, does it mean they are …?


	a) Wearing a bread roll on their head

	b) Wearing a male swan on their head

	c) In a bad mood



WEATHER

6. Who said: ‘There’s no such thing as bad weather in Scotland, only inappropriate clothing’?


	a) Rabbie Burns

	b) Frankie Boyle

	c) Billy Connolly
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LIFESTYLE

7. What do Brits spend an average 11 hours a day doing?


	a) Thinking about their next meal

	b) Looking at laptops, phones and computer screens

	c) Spying on their neighbours



SPORT AND LEISURE

8. What were fans of Scottish football club Queen of the South threatened with a ban for doing in 2019?


	a) Feeding seagulls

	b) Dropping litter

	c) Dancing on the terraces



MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE

9. What percentage of British pedestrians have felt it necessary to apologise for getting in the way of a cyclist on the pavement?


	a) 10 per cent

	b) 40 per cent

	c) 70 per cent



AROUND BRITAIN

10. Where would you find Pratt’s Bottom?


	a) In Kent

	b) On a seat in the House of Commons



FOOD AND DRINK

11. When asked who would be their ideal pub landlady or landlord, which celebrity did most Britons choose?


	a) Helen Mirren

	b) Craig Revel Horwood

	c) Jeremy Clarkson

	d) Johnny Vegas

	e) Piers Morgan

	f) The Archbishop of Canterbury



ANIMALS

12. What is the most popular cat name among British owners?


	a) Molly

	b) Poppy

	c) Fleabag



TRAVEL

13. Which English town used to have a train station called Mumps?


	a) Harrogate

	b) Oldham

	c) Lincoln



RELATIONSHIPS

14. For a first date, most Brits choose to go to a restaurant, a pub or a café, but a 2019 survey revealed that 36 per cent of us would also happily go where on a first date?


	a) To a gym

	b) To a library

	c) To a criminal court



CONVERSATION

15. Is short square leg …?


	a) A fielding position in cricket

	b) Treatable on the NHS



SPORT AND LEISURE

16. Which one of these is not part of the British sporting calendar?


	a) Cheese rolling in Gloucestershire

	b) Bed racing in North Yorkshire

	c) Wife carrying in Surrey

	d) Garden gnome tossing in Dyfed

	e) Lawnmower racing in West Sussex

	f) Egg throwing in Lincolnshire



POP CULTURE

17. Which Norfolk turkey farmer became famous for ‘bootiful’ TV adverts?


	a) Stanley Matthews

	b) Bernard Matthews

	c) Cerys Matthews



LIFESTYLE

18. What does the average Brit do


	a) Brush their teeth

	b) Check the weather forecast

	c) Grumble



FOOD AND DRINK



	a) Mushy peas and gravy

	b) Curry sauce

	c) Tomato ketchup



CONVERSATION



	a) Meeting up with someone for a gossipy chat

	b) Undergoing cosmetic surgery



SPORT AND LEISURE



	a) Chester

	b) Newmarket

	c) York



AROUND BRITAIN



	a) Mousetrap museum

	b) Paperclip museum

	c) Dog collar museum

	d) Earwax museum
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MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE



	a) Gardening

	b) Exercise

	c) Breakfast



POP CULTURE



	a) Arnos Grove

	b) Warwick Avenue

	c) Totteridge & Whetstone




Answers:




HOW BRITISH ARE YOU?
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