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But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding.
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Her life and ministry exemplified the reality and faithfulness of God.
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I was raised in a Christian home, the daughter of a preacher. I knew Jesus died on the Cross. I knew Jesus could forgive my sins. I had personally witnessed life-changing miracles. I knew the Scriptures, I sang the hymns.

But I didn’t know Him!

I questioned whether anyone could really experience a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. Could you become a different person with a new beginning, a new birth? Could you really be born again?

“Take it by faith!” was always the answer, but that answer never satisfied me. I wanted to know Him and experience a genuine change. I wanted my faith to be real not contrived.

Publicly I was serving in the church, playing the organ, singing in the choir. Privately I was tormented with misgivings and unbelief about the very existence of a living God. By the age of 27, I was married with three young sons and living the “ideal” life, but still I felt a great emptiness within me. I served the Lord out of duty and obligation. I had no joy, no spiritual purpose. I would cry out to God that I wanted to know Him, to understand Him in a way that would genuinely change my life, my attitude, and my desires.

One Sunday morning I knelt to pray with a cry in my heart and was suddenly overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. He opened my ears to hear God’s voice telling me Christ had come to live in me. My eyes were opened wide to look into a world of which I was unaware. That day I met Him who is invisible. God had answered my prayer.

Instantly, I became a new creation. I was filled with a joy I had
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never experienced and was permanently changed. I was born again! Everyone recognized the dramatic change that had taken place in my life. Each day the knowledge that Jesus Christ had come to dwell in me grew stronger. I was never again the joyless, unfulfilled person I had been. And, with the increasing knowledge of His Presence, I was burdened to help others in the church who were as spiritually dead and miserable as I had been.  What could I do to help them? God placed upon my heart the need to teach and clarify the truths of the Bible and lead others to that same life- changing experience.

With trepidation, I asked my church leaders for a class to teach. I was assigned a very difficult class of 63 youth, ages 12-15 who were obviously bored and resenting their parents’ insistence they attend church on Sunday mornings. I will never forget that first class. The students looked at me as if to say, “What do you think you can do with us?” My first lesson was about the existence of the living God. As the Holy Spirit anointed me to teach, that difficult class was surprisingly attentive - you could hear a pin drop. As the Holy Spirit inspired me, each week I taught lessons that brought enlightenment to the students. By the end of the year all 63 students were saved, water baptized, and filled with the Holy Spirit.

The next year I was given a new class. These students received the same life-changing experiences. As the number of students grew, so did the blessings of the new-birth in their lives. It wasn’t long before adult classes were requested. Over 200 adults filled classes every week. The teaching material I developed for these classes was first in notebook form. Then in 1972, these lessons were published as UNDERSTANDING GOD.

UNDERSTANDING GOD arrived just in time to meet the growing need for effective teaching material generated by the Charismatic Renewal. Classes grew not only in our own local church, but multiplied throughout the country, satisfying the intense hunger for the knowledge of God at this time, making UNDERSTANDING GOD a best-seller.

A few years later the Holy Spirit visited hungry people again and an intense desire for a greater understanding of God was evident. A diligent search of the Scriptures uncovered this truth:
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The knowledge they craved can only be found when men and women enter into a meaningful covenant with God. As a result, a revised edition of the first book was written and published in 1984 as UNDERSTANDING GOD AND HIS COVENANTS and

was translated in several foreign languages (Spanish, French, Russian). It was designed with an emphasis on enlightening, encouraging, and challenging people everywhere who were hungering to know God, to enter into covenant with their Creator. Whether it has been through a seminar, in a class or the simple reading of the text, thousands of seekers have discovered the excitement of a deep and meaningful relationship with God. As the redemptive truths have been taught and experienced, earnest seekers have been blessed and favored with the Holy Spirit’s power and anointing.

Although UNDERSTANDING GOD AND HIS COVENANTS has

been well received over the past three decades, God impressed upon me the need to write yet a third edition, calling it once again UNDERSTANDING GOD. The purpose of this new edition is not to present new doctrine. The purpose is to provide answers to vital questions that will enrich the mature believer’s understanding of God and also be easily understood by someone who has never picked up a Bible or visited a church. To provide readable scriptural support, primarily three translations of the Bible have been used in addition to the King James Version: the New King James Version, the New International Version, and the New Living Translation.

I am humbled by the testimonies from people around the world who knew nothing about God, yet have gained an understanding of Him through their study of the Bible with UNDERSTANDING GOD as their guide. I am blessed by the wealth of knowledge the Holy Spirit has graciously given me and I am honored to be able to share it with you.
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Chapter One  Understanding God
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1.1  WHO IS GOD?

God is the ONE Supreme Being. He is worshipped as the only One wise enough and strong enough to create and maintain the universe.


“Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.” (Deut. 4:39)

“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and His Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the First, and  I am the Last; Besides Me there  is  no  God.”  (Isa. 44:6)

. . . All things were created through Him, and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all consist. (Col. 1:16-17)



1.2  WHAT IS GOD?

God is Spirit. He is a personal being without flesh and blood and therefore invisible.


God is Spirit . . . (John 4:24)
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Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (I Tim. 1:17)



1.3  IS IT POSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND GOD?

Yes. God does not hide from His creation. He has pro- vided answers - not all the answers, but enough to satisfy our intellects and inspire our hearts. These answers He has provided in nature, in the Scriptures and in the person of His Son.


“I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’; I, the Lord, speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.” (Isa. 45:19)

The heavens declare the glory of God; And the fir- mament shows his handiwork. (Ps. 19:1)

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. (Isa. 40:5)

Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:8-9 NIV)



1.4  IS IT NECESSARY FOR US TO UNDERSTAND GOD?

Yes. What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. Man cannot rise above his religion, and no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God. Worship is pure or base as the worshipper entertains high or low thoughts of God.


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge of the Holy One is understand- ing. (Prov. 9:10)

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God
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for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. (Rom. 1:22-23 NIV)



1.5  WHERE IS GOD?

God’s home and throne is in a place called heaven, but He inhabits the whole earth. We cannot hide from God. His eyes see everything. We cannot escape God for He is everywhere.


“Can anyone hide from me? Am I not everywhere in all the heavens and earth?” asks the Lord. (Jer.23:24 NLT)

This is what the Lord says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Could you ever build me a temple as good as that? Could you build a dwelling place for me?” (Isa. 66:1 NLT)

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth . . . (2 Chron. 16:9)

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. (Prov. 15:3)

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend up into heav- en, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. (Ps. 139:7-8)



1.6  HOW BIG IS GOD?

God’s size is unlimited. He is bigger than the entire uni- verse, larger than anyone can realize. There is no device known to man by which God’s “bigness” can be meas- ured.


Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, measured heaven with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? (Isa. 40:12)

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. (Isa. 40:15 NIV)
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1.7  WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF GOD?

God has no origin. Origin is a word that can apply only to things created. God is self-existent, self-dependent and self-sufficient. He existed before time began.


Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all gen- erations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

(Ps. 90:1-2)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God . . . All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. (John 1:1-3)

For by Him were all things created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. All things were created through Him, and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all consist. (Col. 1:16-17)



1.8  HOW CAN GOD BE SELF-SUFFICIENT?

God is what He is in Himself. All life is in and from God, whether it be the lowest form of unconscious life or the highly conscious, intelligent life of a seraph. No creature has life in itself; all life is a gift from God. God is the One who contains all, who gives all that is given, but who Himself can receive nothing that He has not first given.


All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. (John 1:3 KJV)

For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself . . .

(John 5:26)

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda- tion? Tell me, if you understand.” (Job 38:4 NIV)
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1.9  WHAT ATTRIBUTES DESCRIBE THIS INFINITE GOD?

God is:


A.  Eternal - everlasting. He has lived all our tomorrows as He has lived all our yesterdays.

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all gen- erations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. (Ps. 90:1-2)

“. . . I am God . . . and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.” (Isa. 46:9-10 NIV)


	Unchangeable - unaffected by time or circum- stances.



“For I am the Lord, I do not change . . .” (Mal. 3:6)


	Omnipotent - almighty, all powerful.



“I am Almighty God . . .” (Gen. 17:1)

Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His under- standing is infinite. (Ps. 147:5)

. . . with God all things are possible. (Matt. 19:26) For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! (Rev. 19:6)


	Omniscient - all-knowing, knows no bounds or limitations in knowledge.



You know what I am going to say before I even say it. (Ps. 139:4 TLB)

. . . His understanding is unlimited. (Ps. 147:5 TLB)

. . . God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. (1 John 3:20)

Oh, the depth of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
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His ways past finding out! (Rom. 11:33)


	Omnipresent - present everywhere, unlimited by space, infinite.



“Am I a God who is only in one place?” asks the Lord . . . Can anyone hide from me? Am I not everywhere in all the heavens and earth?” asks the Lord. (Jer. 23:23-24 NLT)

But who is able to build him a temple, since the heaven of heavens cannot contain him?

(2 Chron. 2:6)

If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. (Ps. 139:8)


	Holy - sinless and hating sin, absolutely pure.



“You shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God am holy.” (Lev. 19:2)


	Just - fair and impartial.



For all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He. (Deut. 32:4)


	Truthful - He is a God of truth; truth is the basis of His righteousness.



For all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He. (Deut. 32:4)


	Faithful - keeping His promises, absolutely trust- worthy.



. . . he remains faithful to us and will help us, for he cannot disown us who are part of himself, and he will always carry out his promises to us.

(2 Tim 2:13 TLB)


	Good - benevolent, kind, desiring our welfare.



The Lord is good to all; and His tender mercies are over all His works. (Ps. 145:9)
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	Compassionate - merciful, full of pity.



But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth. (Ps. 86:15)

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. (Ps. 145:8)

. . . The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuf- fering and abounding in goodness and truth, keep- ing mercy for thousands . . . (Ex. 34:6-7)


	Forgiving - He not only forgives, but also forgets our sins.



If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to for- give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unright- eousness. (1 John 1:9)

“. . . and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.” (Heb. 8:12 KJV)

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.” (Isa. 43:25)


	Gracious - showing undeserved kindness.



“. . . For I am gracious.” (Ex. 22:27)

The Lord God is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and great in mercy. (Ps. 145:8)


	Love - God doesn’t just love, He is love and that love is unconditional.



. . . God is love. (1 John 4:16)

He passed in front of Moses and said, “I am the Lord . . . the merciful and gracious God. I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithful- ness.” (Ex. 34:6 NLT)



1.10  WHAT IS THE HOLY TRINITY?

The Holy Trinity is the tri-unity of God who is three divine and distinct identities - the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. These three comprise the ONE God.
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For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word (Son), and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. (1 John 5:7)


NOTE: The tri-unity of God is also called the “Godhead.”


For in Him (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily . . . (Col. 2:9)



1.11  HOW CAN THREE DISTINCT IDENTITIES BE ONE?

Although the mystery of the Holy Trinity is beyond human comprehension, we can gain a satisfactory under- standing of this mystery through the statements of the Bible and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. All three identities are of the same substance, Spirit, and they work together in unity.

NOTE: To help our understanding of this mystery, we have the natural illustration of water. Water has three distinct “identities” (solid, liquid, gas); yet no matter the “identity,” it is still the same substance - water.


And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim. 3:16)

For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word (Son), and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. (1 John 5:7)

“. . . that THEY may be ONE, as WE are.” (John 17:11)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)



1.12  HOW HAVE THE THREE IDENTITIES OF GOD OPERATED AS ONE?

Although the three identities of God are very distinct from one another, they are inseparable and operate together in unity as demonstrated in the following examples:
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A.  Creation

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1)

Christ is the one through whom God created every- thing in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see . . . Everything has been created through him and for him. He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together. (Col. 1:16-17 NLT)

By His Spirit He adorned the heavens . . . (Job 26:13)

B.  Incarnation

And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)

NOTE: Only the Son became flesh to dwell among us.

C.  Christ’s Baptism

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up imme- diately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:16-17)

D.  Atonement

How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! (Heb. 9:14 NIV)

E.  Resurrection

And Jesus Christ our Lord was shown to be the Son of God when God powerfully raised him from the dead by means of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 1:4 NLT)
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God (the Father) has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. (Acts 2:32 NIV)

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I (Jesus) have received from My Father.” (John 10:17-18)

F.  Salvation

God the Father chose you long ago, and the Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have obeyed Jesus Christ  and  are  cleansed  by  his  blood.  (1 Peter 1:2 NLT)

G.  Indwelling Believers

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” (John 14:16-17 NIV)

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:23)



1.13  HAS ANY MAN EVER SEEN GOD?

No man has ever seen God because God is Spirit and invisible, but He has revealed Himself to man in various forms.


No one has ever seen God. But his only Son, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart; He (Jesus) has told us about Him (God).

(John 1:18 NLT)



1.14  IN WHAT FORMS HAS GOD REVEALED HIMSELF TO MAN?

God has revealed Himself as:
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	The Rock.



And all of them drank the same miraculous water. For they all drank from the miraculous rock that traveled with them, and that rock was Christ.

(1 Cor. 10:4 NLT)


	The Pillar of Fire and the Cloud.



And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. (Ex. 13:21)


	An Image of God - His Glory.



And he (Moses) said, “Please, show me Your glory.” Then He said, “. . . I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have com- passion on whom I will have compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” And the Lord said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock. So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen.” (Ex. 33:18-23)


	The Angel of the LORD.



There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight - why the bush does not burn up.” When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” (Ex. 3:2-4 NIV)


	A Man (in the flesh as Jesus Christ).



Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: Christ appeared in the flesh and was shown to be righteous by the Spirit. He was seen by
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angels and was announced to the nations. He was believed on in the world and was taken up into heaven. (1 Tim. 3:16 NLT)

So the Word (Christ) became human and lived here on earth among us . . . (John 1:14 NLT)


	The Holy Spirit.



“He is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit who leads into all truth. The world at large cannot receive him, for it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you do, for he lives with you now and some day shall be in you.” (John 14:17 TLB)



1.15  WHAT IS THE OLD TESTAMENT NAME FOR GOD?

The name of God is “JHVH,” which means “I AM.” Moses was the first man to whom God revealed His name. Prior to this revelation, He was known as “The True God” or “God Almighty.”


Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” (Ex. 3:13-14)

“I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name LORD I was not known to them.” (Ex. 6:3)


NOTE: The Hebrew word for God is composed of four letters, “JHVH,” so it is called the “Tetragrammaton” (the four-lettered name). The “Tetragrammaton” means “I AM” as translated in the Holy Bible.

1.16  WHERE DID THE WORD “JEHOVAH” COME FROM?

In 1520 Bible translators combined the vowel points of “e”, “o”, and “a” with JHVH and came up with the word JeHoVaH. Jehovah means “God is revealed.”
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NOTE: Wherever the original text of the Old Testament uses the name JHVH, most current translations print “LORD” in capital letters.

1.17  HOW DID JESUS COME TO BE CALLED “LORD”?


Jesus Christ, who, though he was God, did not demand and cling to his rights as God, but laid aside his mighty power and glory, taking the dis- guise of a slave and becoming like men. And he humbled himself even further, going so far as actu- ally to die a criminal’s death on a cross. Yet it was because of this that God raised him up to the heights of heaven and gave him a name which is above every other name, that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, And every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:6-11 TLB)



1.18  HOW DID JESUS COME TO BE CALLED “CHRIST”?

Jesus is identified with the Holy Spirit because of the Holy Spirit’s activity in His life and ministry. The Holy Spirit is the anointing, meaning “the Christ.” Jesus is called THE CHRIST, the Anointed.


Therefore let all the house of Israel know assured- ly that God has made this Jesus, who you crucified, both Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:36)



1.19  WHAT IS THE NEW TESTAMENT NAME FOR THE TRIUNE GOD?

LORD Jesus Christ is the New Testament name for the Triune God.

LORD is the JHVH of the Old Testament.

JESUS is the earthly name, the name of His humanity.

CHRIST is the name of the Spirit, the anointing, the Messiah.
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For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ . . . (Col. 1:19 NLT)

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assured- ly that God has made this Jesus, who you crucified, both Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:36)

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form . . . (Col. 2:9 NIV)



1.20  HOW DO WE APPROACH THE GODHEAD?

We approach the Godhead through the LORD Jesus Christ. He is the only mediator between God and man. The power of the Godhead is invoked through the Lord Jesus Christ.


“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

(John 14:13)

For he (God) longs for all to be saved and to understand this truth: That God is on one side and all the people on the other side, and Christ Jesus himself man, is between them to bring them togeth- er, By giving his life for all mankind. This is the message which at the proper time God gave to the world. (1 Tim. 2:4-6 TLB)

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should con- fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11)



1.21  HOW CAN WE LEARN TO UNDERSTAND AND KNOW GOD?

We can learn about God by prayerfully reading the Bible. He reveals Himself to us through His Word.


And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for



[image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image]

[image: image]


salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  (2 Tim 3:15)

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jer. 29:13)
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Chapter Two  Understanding The Bible
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2.1  WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The Bible is a book written under the divine inspiration of God and accepted by Christians as the Word of God.


All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God.  (2 Tim. 3:16)



2.2  WHAT DOES THE WORD “BIBLE” MEAN?

The word “Bible” is derived from the Greek word, “Biblia,” which means books. The Bible is a book of books, 66 in all; 39 books are in what is designated as the Old Testament and 27 books are in what is called the New Testament.

2.3  WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?

Holy men of God, 44 in all, wrote the Bible. They came from varied backgrounds and stations in life: prophets, priests, apostles, judges, shepherds, kings, poets, musi- cians, farmers, tax collectors, physicians, tentmakers and fishermen.


Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)



[image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image]

[image: image]

UNDERSTANDING GOD

2.4. WHY IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD EVEN THOUGH IT WAS WRITTEN BY MEN?

The Bible is the Word of God because it was written by the

inspiration of God.


All Scripture is given by inspiration of God  . . .  (2 Tim. 3:16)



2.5  WHAT DOES “BY INSPIRATION OF GOD” MEAN?

The Holy Spirit guided the minds of the holy men so the thoughts and words, which they expressed and wrote, were directed and dictated by God.


These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches . . . (1 Cor. 2:13)

. . . but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)



2.6  HOW DO WE KNOW THE BIBLE IS TRUE AND AUTHENTIC?

The books of the Bible span more than 1,600 years. Can you imagine over 40 different writers discussing medical science, physics or any other discipline over a period of 1,600 years? There would be much disagreement and cer- tainly a lack of continuity. The Bible, however, is harmo- nious, a divine library filled with history, law, poetry, drama, philosophy and sermons, with a unity that is con- sistent in revealing Christ to us. Without the inspiration of God’s Spirit, this continuity would be impossible.


All Scripture is given by inspiration of God . . .  (2 Tim. 3:16)



2.7  WHY DID GOD GIVE US THE BIBLE?

God gave us the Bible to reveal Christ to us.


. . . from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  (2 Tim. 3:15)
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All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. (2 Tim. 3:16 NLT)



2.8  HOW DOES THE BIBLE REVEAL CHRIST TO US?

Throughout the Old Testament, God used the prophets to foretell the coming of Jesus Christ as the Messiah. In the New Testament, through the Holy Spirit, we recognize that Christ is the fulfillment of these prophecies.


“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me . . .”

(John 5:39 NIV)

Then I said, “Behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me.” (Ps. 40:7)



2.9  WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE READ THE BIBLE?

As we read the Bible, the Holy Spirit becomes a “lamp” to us, enlightening our understanding, revealing Christ to us.


Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Ps. 119:105)

You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. (2 Tim. 3:15 NLT)



2.10  WHAT IS REVELATION?

Revelation is a God-given understanding of the identity of Jesus Christ. It is the revelation of who Christ is that changes the way we think, changing our “carnal (worldly) minds” into spiritual minds.


But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding. (Job 32:8)

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered
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and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar- Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”

(Matt. 16:15-17)

. . . that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wis- dom and revelation in the knowledge of Him . . . (Eph. 1:17)



2.11  WHY MUST OUR MINDS BE CHANGED?

We cannot serve God effectually if our thoughts are not in agreement with Him. Unless we become spiritually mind- ed, we cannot truly enjoy life and have peace.


For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiri- tually minded is life and peace. (Rom. 8:6)

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind con- trolled by the Spirit is life and peace.

(Rom. 8:6 NIV)

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isa. 55:8-9)



2.12  WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE US AS WE READ THE BIBLE?

The Holy Spirit gives us a desire or longing for knowledge. As we read the Bible we are drawn to prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal to us through the Scriptures what God is doing or what God wants us to know.


“However, when He, the Spirit of truth (the Holy Spirit) has come, He will guide you into all truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:12-13)
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2.13  WHAT ARE THE TWO GREAT TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE?

The Old Covenant and The New Covenant are the two great teachings of the Bible. They are referred to as the Old Testament and the New Testament.

	The Old Covenant includes the blessings and promises given to Abraham. It also includes the Law: the Ten Commandments, the judgments and the ordinances given by God to Moses to instruct the people of Israel.  The Law was given to motivate the Israelites to obey God and to make them conscious of sin. The Old Covenant prophecies foretold the coming of the Messiah, who would fulfill the Law and mediate the New Covenant.



. . . The law was our guardian and teacher to lead us until Christ came. (Gal. 3:24 NLT)

“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John (the Baptist). Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached . . .” (Luke 16:16 NIV)

. . . for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Rom. 3:20)


B.  The New Covenant proclaims the Gospel, which is the good news of our salvation.


And now you also have heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. (Eph. 1:13 NLT)

You have come to . . . Jesus the mediator of a new covenant . . . (Heb. 12:23-24)

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. (1 John 4:9 NIV)
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2.14  HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE READ THE BIBLE?

We should read the Bible prayerfully every day. Along with strengthening our faith, daily reading of the Scriptures will give us help, guidance, comfort, hope and love.


So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

. . . from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:15-17)

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.

(2 Tim. 3:16-17 NIV)



2.15  WHY SHOULD WE MEMORIZE THE NAMES OF THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE?

Knowing the names of the books in their proper order will enable us to find Scripture verses quickly and easily. By studying them in groups, we can learn them much faster.

THE OLD TESTAMENT (39 Books)

	Historical Books (17)


	Genesis

	Joshua

	I and II Chronicles


	Exodus

	Judges

	Ezra


	Leviticus

	Ruth

	Nehemiah


	Numbers

	I and II Samuel

	Esther


	Deuteronomy

	I and II Kings

	








	Poetical Books (5)


Job Ecclesiastes


Psalms Song of Solomon Proverbs
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	Prophetic Books (17) The Major Prophets:


Isaiah Ezekiel


Jeremiah Daniel Lamentations (also Poetical)

The Minor Prophets:



	Hosea

	Jonah

	Zephaniah


	Joel

	Micah

	Haggai


	Amos

	Nahum

	Zechariah


	Obadiah

	Habakkuk

	Malachi



THE NEW TESTAMENT (27 Books)

	Historical Books (5) Matthew John


Mark The Acts Luke

	Doctrinal Books (21) The Epistles of St Paul:


Romans Colossians


I and II Corinthians I and II Thessalonians Galatians  I and II Timothy

Ephesians Titus

Philippians Philemon The Epistle to the Hebrews:

Hebrews

The General Epistles:

James I, II and III John I and II Peter  Jude


	Prophetic Book (1) Book of Revelation


NOTE: Because the Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic, there are various translations of the Bible. The most common literal (word-for-word) translations are the King James Version and the New King James Version. The most common phrase (thought-for-thought) translations are the New
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Living Translation and the Amplified Bible. The New International Version and the New American Standard Bible are a balance of both literal and phrase translations. The most com- mon paraphrase translations are The Living Bible and The Message.
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Chapter Three  Understanding The Spirit World
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3.1  WHAT IS THE SPIRIT WORLD?

The spirit world is the unseen world that encompasses the universe and influences nations and man.


For by him all things were created: things in heav- en and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

(Col. 1:16 NIV)

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places . . . (Eph. 6:12 KJV)



3.2  WHAT ARE THE OCCUPANTS OF THE SPIRIT WORLD CALLED?

The occupants of the spirit world are called angels.


Bless the Lord, you His angels, who excel in strength, who do His word, heeding the voice of His word. (Ps. 103:20)
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3.3  WHAT ARE ANGELS?

Angels are spirit beings who were created by God with a free will. Their power and intelligence are greater than that of natural man.


But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death. (Heb. 2:9 NIV)



3.4  WHEN DID GOD CREATE THE SPIRIT WORLD?

The spirit world was in existence before the foundations of our world were laid.


“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth . . . Who determined its measurements . . . Or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars (angels) sang together and the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:4-7)



3.5  WHAT IS THE MINISTRY OF HOLY ANGELS?

A.  They minister to God with their worship.


Praise  him,  all his angels! Praise him, all the armies of heaven! (Ps. 148:2 NLT)

Praise the LORD, you his angels . . . Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts . . .

(Ps. 103:20-21 NIV)

. . . and all the angels of heaven worship you. (Neh. 9:6 NLT)

B.  They obey God’s word and do His will.

Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word. Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will. (Ps. 103:20-21 NIV)


C.  They are ministers of God to His people, especially children. Angels protect, comfort and deliver us according to God’s commands.


Bless ye the LORD, all ye hosts, ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. (Ps.103:21 TLB)
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Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? (Heb. 1:14)

For he orders his angels to protect you wherever you go. (Ps. 91:11 NLT)

“Beware that you don’t look down upon a single one of these little children. For I tell you that in heaven their angels have constant access to my Father.” (Matt. 18:10 TLB)


D.  Angels carry believers to heaven when they die.


“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom . . .” (Luke 16:22)


E.  Angels rejoice in the salvation of sinners.


“I say unto you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner that repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7)

“Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10)

F.  Angels are God’s agents in judgment.

“The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:41-42)

BIBLE NARRATIVE: Sodom and Gemorrah

(Gen. 19:12-13); Sins of Judah/Israel (Eze. 9:1-11); King Herod (Acts 12:23); Church of Ephesus (Rev. 16:2-17)

G.  Angels shall totally eliminate Satan and his demons from the universe.

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Rev. 20:10)
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3.6  ARE ALL ANGELS EQUAL IN POWER AND STRENGTH?

No. They are divided into ranks or orders of celestial power. It appears to follow this pattern: archangels, angels, seraphim, cherubim, principalities, authorities, powers, thrones, might and dominion.


For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. (Col. 1:16)

Christ himself is the Creator who made everything in heaven and earth, the things we can see and things we can’t; the spirit world with its kings and kingdoms, its rulers and authorities; all were made by Christ for his own use and glory.

(Col. 1:16 TLB)



3.7  ARE THERE ANGELIC DIGNITARIES IN THE SPIRIT WORLD?

Yes, there are angelic dignitaries in the spirit world.

	Michael, whose name means “Who is like God,” was the warrior archangel who appeared whenever there was war or impending battle.



And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail . . .  (Rev. 12:7)


B.  Gabriel, whose name means “God is mighty,” was God’s messenger who carried divine communications to men.


Yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O
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Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand . . .” (Dan. 9:21- 22)

C.  Lucifer, whose name means “day star,” was the anointed guardian cherub.

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!” (Isa. 14:12)

“You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you . . .” (Ezek. 28:14 NIV)



3.8  DO ANGELS HAVE POWER TO MAKE THEMSELVES VISIBLE TO MAN?

Yes. There are numerous instances in the Bible where angels have appeared to man.

BIBLE NARRATIVE: An angel wrestled with Jacob

(Gen. 32:24); An angel set Peter free (Acts 12:5-11); An angel saved Daniel from lions (Dan. 6:21-27); Mary was told by an angel she would be the mother of Jesus (Luke1:26-38); An angel appeared to shepherds (Luke 2:8-14); An angel appeared at Christ’s tomb (Luke 24:1-10); Angels carried Lazarus to Abraham (Luke 16:16-22)

3.9  SHOULD WE WORSHIP ANGELS?

No. We are forbidden to worship angels. Our worship belongs to God alone.


. . . And don’t let anyone say you must worship angels, even though they say they have had visions about this. These people claim to be so humble, but their sinful minds have made them proud.  (Col. 2:18 NLT)

Now, I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” (Rev. 22:8-9)
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3.10  IS IT DANGEROUS TO BECOME ANGEL CONSCIOUS?

Yes. Even a heavenly angel can lead us astray. Our guide is the Bible. Anything that conflicts with the Scriptures must be rejected.


But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. (Gal. 1:8)



3.11  HAVE ANGELS EVER REBELLED AGAINST GOD?

Yes. The most noted rebellion was led by Lucifer. Lucifer’s heart was filled with pride because of his beauty. His perfection corrupted his wisdom, and he coveted the position of the Almighty God. He initiated an insurrection in heaven to overthrow God and take His kingdom. It is believed that one third of the angels of heaven joined him in the rebellion.


“You were perfect in all you did from the day you were created until that time when wrong was found in you. Your great wealth filled you with internal turmoil and you sinned . . . Your heart was filled with pride because of all your beauty, you corrupt- ed your wisdom for the sake of your splendor . . .” (Ezek. 28:15-17 TLB)

For you said to yourself, “I will ascend to heaven and rule the angels. I will take the highest throne. I will preside on the Mount of Assembly far away in the north. I will climb to the highest heavens and be like the Most High.” (Isa. 14:12-14 TLB)

His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven (rebel- lious angels) and threw them to the earth . . .  (Rev. 12:4)



3.12  WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF THIS REBELLION?

There was war in heaven. God and his faithful angels defeated Lucifer and his angel-followers, and cast them down to earth. Lucifer is now the enemy of God, com-
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monly known as Satan or Devil. His rebellious angel- followers are known as demons.


“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning . . .” (Isa. 14:12)

And He (Jesus) said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” (Luke 10:18)


BIBLE NARRATIVE: Fall of Lucifer (Ezek. 28:13-17)

3.13  WHERE ARE LUCIFER AND HIS DEMONS NOW?

Lucifer and his demons inhabit the earth and its atmos- phere. They are in constant and bitter conflict with God’s holy, faithful angels.


And the Lord said unto Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the Lord, and said, “From going to and fro on the earth and from walking back and forth on it.” (Job 1:7)

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8)



3.14  WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TELL US ABOUT THE FALLEN ANGELS OR DEMONS?


A.  They are cunning, powerful and great in number.

For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bodies - the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness who rule this world; and against huge number of wicked spirits in the spirit world.

(Eph. 6:12 TLB)

Then He (Jesus) asked him, “What is your name?” And he answered, saying, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” (Mark 5:9)

For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. (2 Cor. 11:14)
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B.  They are enemies of God and man, and are endeavor- ing to destroy the works of God.

Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.

(1 Peter 5:8 NLT)

“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” (John 8:44)


BIBLE NARRATIVE: The serpent led Eve into sin (Gen. 3:1-5); Satan sought the destruction of Job (Job 2); The tempter tried to mislead Jesus (Matt. 4:1-11)

3.15  DO DEMONS HAVE POWER TO SHOW THEMSELVES VISIBLY?

Yes. Although they are disembodied spirits, they are able to make their power felt either by possessing the body of a man or animal, or by means of an apparition.


For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bod- ies - the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness who rule this world; and against huge number of wicked spirits in the spirit world.

(Eph. 6:12 TLB)


BIBLE NARRATIVE: Jesus delivered the demon-possessed man, casting out the legion of devils into a herd of swine (Luke 8: 27-33)

3.16  WHAT WILL BE LUCIFER’S END?

Lucifer is a defeated foe. His judgment has been set but not yet executed. It is very obvious God has not yet elim- inated him from the world scene. Sometimes he wins important battles and it appears he is winning the war, but the final outcome is certain. One day he will be stripped of
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his power eternally. God will shatter his kingdom and cast him into hell with his demons.


The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Rev. 20:10)



3.17  WHY DID GOD CREATE HELL?

Hell was made for the Devil and his angels. Hell was not made for man. Only people who refuse Christ go there on Judgment Day.


“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire pre- pared for the devil and his angels . . .’”

(Matt. 25:41 NIV)



3.18  WHO HAS POWER OVER SATAN AND HIS DEMONS?

God and the Church. Christians are protected against Satan and his demons if they walk in obedience to God and His Word. Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we are given power over Satan and his devices.


“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons . . .” (Mark 16:17)

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” He replied, “. . . I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” (Luke 10:17-20 NIV)

Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in this world or in the world to come. And God has put all things under the authority of Christ, and he gave him this authority for the benefit of the church. (Eph. 1: 21-22 NLT)
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