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To all the young writers that attend writers’ group and encourage me to keep coming up with fun writing prompts.
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Welcome writers,

Creative writing is a lot of fun, and to get started is through writing prompts. Writing prompts are designed to be a starting point for your imagination. Once you’ve started, you’re free to let your writing take you anywhere you like!

Have fun with the prompts in this book, and try out different styles of writing—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, play, blog post, or something completely different.

You might like to mix things up by writing some stories in first person and others in third person. You may even want to try some poetry or a genre you haven’t written before. Remember, writing prompts don’t have to be taken literally. You may find that these prompts inspire stories that head in completely unexpected directions.

When you are writing, don’t worry too much about your first draft not being perfect. You can fix up any spelling or grammatical mistakes in your next draft. That is what editing is for.

I hope you enjoy these writing prompts.

Happy Writing!

Melissa Gijsbers
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Melissa’s Golden Rules of Writing
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1. Have FUN! - creative writing is all about the process. After all, if you’re not having fun, what’s the point?

2. It’s YOUR Story—write your story your way. There is no single way to write a story, so experiment, play, and write whatever comes to mind.

3. Experiment—play with different styles and genre. You never know what you’ll enjoy writing until you try. Plus, you don’t have to limit yourself to just one type of writing.

4. Try something new—if your story isn’t working, try something new. A different point of view, style, genre, or even a new prompt if the one you’re working on isn’t working!

5. Have FUN! - Did I mention have fun? Whether you are writing something silly or serious, creating a story is fun, so enjoy it.

6. Write as long or as short as you like—If you only have a few minutes, then you can write something short. It doesn’t matter if you don’t finish a story or piece of writing in a sitting, or at all.

7. First drafts are meant to be crappy*—this is something many people don’t realise, it’s no issue if your first draft is not perfect. Everything can be fixed up in the editing process.

8. You don’t have to finish—if you’re writing for fun, and you don’t finish your story, that’s okay. You can always come back and finish it another time.

9. Have FUN! - I may have mentioned this before... have fun writing your story, poem, or whatever else you’re writing.


* Crappy = flawed, imperfect, incomplete, not up to scratch, unsatisfactory
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Tips on how to use Writing Prompts
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1. Read the prompt carefully— What is it asking you to do?

2. Think outside the box— Is there a way you can use the prompt in a fun or unusual way?

3. Use the prompt more than once— If you have more than one idea, then write them down. You can use a prompt in many different ways

4. Just write— Don’t worry about titles, spelling, grammar, or anything else, just write. This is a first draft. Underline any words you’re not sure about spelling and you can come back to them later. Everything can be fixed up in the editing process

5. Read over what you’ve written— When you’ve done, read over what you’ve written and fix up any obvious errors. Then you can have fun editing your story to share (if you want to).
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