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1.  ​Foreword 
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Inferno On Earth?: Global Terrorism? Nuclear Weapons States? Toxic Politics?

The biggest issues currently facing humankind are global terrorism, nuclear weapon states, and toxic politics.

But what has changed in terrorism from 2001 to 2025?

Why are there non-State terrorism as well as State terrorism?

With toxic politics and hateful prejudice prevailing around the world, especially in a number of militarily powerful nations, terrorism certainly has a fertile breeding ground.

But ultimately, is nuclear weapon or toxic politics the greatest threat to humanity?
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2.  ​9/11
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The September 11 terrorist attack on the USA in 2001 was the single most deadly event in the terrorism that had engulfed the Middle East and the world in the new millennium.

Over 3000 Americans were killed and the twin towers of the world trade center in New York City was completely demolished by commercial passenger aircrafts hijacked by Arab terrorists.

This terrible event was caused by the confluence of multiple factors, chief of which was Israel's hegemonic Zionism in the Middle East, and rising Islamic extremism, which was exacerbated by the Iranian Revolution, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the assassination of the Egyptian president. 

That extremism soon turned venomously anti-American because of the relentless US support for Israel as well as those repressive and secular Arab regimes. 

The 9/11 attack was indeed a watershed moment for the USA and the Middle East.

Certainly, the deadly 9/11 terrorist attack on the USA triggered the retaliation of the USA in the massive bombing and invasion of Afghanistan by the USA and its allies, resulting in a futile 20-year long war between the USA and Afghanistan's Taliban. 
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3.  ​US Invasion Of Iraq 
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Incredibly, just 2 years after the 2001 Afghanistan invasion, the US engineered the destruction of the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq In 2003.

USA's false justification for this new war was Iraq's alleged development of weapons of mass destruction, and the purported link between Saddam Hussein's government and terrorist organizations, in particular al-Qaeda.

This unnecessary war has completely changed the political and security landscape in the Middle East.
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4.  ​ISIS
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And instead of solving the problems in the Middle East, the reckless action of president Bush Jr in invading Iraq and toppling the Saddam Hussein regime triggered even more terrorism.

This was especially from those related to the murderous Islamic State ISIS that rose in Iraq and Syria from the ashes of the destroyed and dismembered Saddam Hussein regime.
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5.  ​New Cycle Of Wars
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After strenuous international efforts, ISIS was finally defeated in 2019.

But the USA continued to be tied up in the Middle East, with its deep engagement with another belligerent power in the region, Israel.

This was the backdrop of another cycle of terrible violence in the Middle East.

This US-Israel alliance has triggered more conflicts and wars in the region over the intervening years.
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6.  ​New Inferno 1
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So, on October 3, 2023, the deadly 10/3 terrorist attack happened, when Hamas attacked southern Israel from Gaza in pursuance of its fight against Israeli occupation and blockade.

1200 Israelis were killed, and over 220 were taken hostage to Gaza.

This triggered Israel's brutal and vengeful attack into Gaza which has so far killed over 56000 Palestinians and devastated almost all of Gaza.

A humanitarian disaster is spreading dangerously in Gaza, on the brink of a famine.

This war is still ongoing after more than one and a half years.

Scores of Palestinians, including women and children are still being killed by Israeli attacks every day.

And there is no end in sight.

Is all this to be blamed on Hamas terrorism or on Israel's illegal occupation and horrendous blockade of Palestinian territories?

That seems to be the controversy that both sides are forever arguing.

But the real question is: how to end all that? Why are humans so cruel to one another?
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7.  ​New Inferno 2

[image: ]


Then in 2025, the vicious 6/13 Israeli preemptive attack on June 3 on Iran happened.

Israel claimed that this was launched to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons.

In 5 days, Israel has devastated many critical facilities in Iran, including some nuclear facilities; killed almost 600 people, including the assassination of many Iran's top brass and senior nuclear scientists, and injured thousands more.

At the same time, as to be expected, Iran has launched its counter attacks on Israel. This has killed 24 Israelis, injured more than 500, and destroyed some buildings and facilities in Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem.
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8.  ​Moral Or Immoral?
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The question is: why do all this killing and destruction have to happen?

Is it because offense over defense is the overriding strategy of Israel?

Is this a viable strategy over the long run?

Is this an ethical strategy?

Granted that war is brutal and unforgiving by its very nature, total disregard to moral principles is still abhorrent and should be avoided by all sides. 

No people can afford to be totally selfish and to kill relentlessly without restraint. 
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9.  ​Very Different Kill Rates 
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Indeed, one might ask why the kill rate in this latest war is so widely different in the two countries?

Well, the answer is that Israel attacks with the most advanced and lethal fighter jets and missiles supplied by the USA, and is protected by a multilayered massive air defense system known as the Iron Dome and David's arrows.

On the other hand, Iran relies mainly on indigenous developed missiles, drones and air defense systems. 

Still they are formidable in their own right even though the efficacy are very different between the Israeli system and the Iranian system.

Different as they are, they are both lethal killing machines.

The question is: how long can they both endure this mutual destruction and damage?
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