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Synopsis

Is the changing world order visible only in war, borders, and military power, or are new axes of power also taking shape within currencies, debt, technology, energy, information flows, and supply chains? Centered on this question, Axis Shift: The Philosophy of Power, Economics, and Humanity explores the complex map of multidimensional competition and mutual dependence in the modern world.

The book considers the dollar and global trust, economic sanctions, manufacturing and the semiconductor industry, the energy transition, critical minerals, infrastructure, digital financial flows, information warfare, artificial intelligence, the dignity of labor, and the role of international institutions. Here, the phrase “undeclared world war” is not a claim that a literal or verified military situation exists. It is a metaphor for economic and technological pressure, whose limits and real-world effects must be examined separately.

The scope of the analysis extends beyond rivalry among global powers. It also considers how small and middle-sized states such as Bangladesh can expand their freedom of decision through export and market diversification, skills development, financial stability, energy security, and diplomatic balance. Ultimately, the book’s central question is a human one: how does the transfer of power affect people’s security, rights, justice, freedom, and the lives of future generations?
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The Undeclared World War: Metaphor and Reality
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When we speak of war, the first images that rise before us are borders, soldiers, cannons, missiles, heaps of rubble, and long rows of the dead. This visible face of war is what finds its way into the historical record. Yet struggles for power between states do not always announce themselves in the thunder of weapons. Sometimes they emerge from behind tariff policies, sometimes through the conditions attached to loans or controls on technology exports, and sometimes through financial sanctions whose shock waves reach even the livelihood of a worker in a distant country. In this sense, the word war may be used as a metaphor, but it should not be confused with the legal or historical definition of war. Rivalry between states, the exertion of pressure, trade barriers, and direct armed conflict may be connected, but they are not the same.

The central question of this essay is not merely whether a world war is secretly under way. It is how the modern state influences the decisions, production, money flows, and public opinion of other states. In the twenty-first century, the size of an army is no longer enough to measure power. Dependence on food imports, energy supplies, debt repayment, chip production, information flows, and sea routes can narrow a state’s freedom to decide for itself. Such dependence may rest on mutual benefit, or it may become an instrument of pressure. To understand which is happening in a given situation, we must examine evidence, context, and intention separately.

In this book, the phrase undeclared world war does not name a verified military condition. It is a cautious metaphor for competition over power in many dimensions. Metaphor helps us raise questions, but loses its value when it predetermines the answers. Conflict, rivalry, and cooperation can all unfold across the world at the same time. The first condition of analysis is to acknowledge this coexistence. Reality can never be explained by a single cause alone.

At the heart of philosophical debates over the definition of war lies the question of the limits of power in human society. When does a government consider pressure on another to be justified? At what point does pressure become coercion, and when does resistance itself give birth to a new injustice? There are no easy answers. This book will not evade the complexity. Where events are established, the account will rest on evidence; where interpretation begins, it will rest on reason; and where the future is being imagined, uncertainty will be made explicit.

Care with definitions is not a mere game of words. The name given to an event shapes the policies and responses it invites. Call a problem a war, and demands for emergency powers, retaliation, and the identification of an enemy may grow stronger. Treat it as an ordinary commercial dispute, and the human cost may disappear from view. Before choosing our language, we must therefore understand the nature of the effects: what each side can do, what harm has occurred, what international law says, and what alternatives were available. Analysis needs language, but language must never overwhelm evidence.

Whenever we hear a forceful claim, we should place the question of evidence beside it. Naming an event does not explain its causes, and moral outrage does not always reveal an effective solution. The work of analysis is to trace the relationships among causes, intentions, outcomes, and alternatives. The more complex the question, the more precise our language must become, leaving less room for misunderstanding.
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History Has No Straight Line
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Human history is often told as a continuous drama of rise and fall. A civilization emerges, its wealth and military strength grow, and then a new power takes its place. The story is attractive because it gives a simple pattern to complicated events. Real history, however, is not so straightforward. Even when an empire weakens, its language, laws, science, financial institutions, and cultural influence may endure for a long time. A rising power does not destroy everything the old power leaves behind; new elements are often added to existing structures. The center of power may shift while the web of interdependence remains intact.

To judge a state’s influence throughout history, we must consider several indicators. Total output, income per person, technological skill, the international use of its currency, military capacity, diplomatic alliances, education, public health, and public trust are related, but they are not interchangeable. One country may lead in industrial production while lagging in certain fields of research. Another may wield influence in financial markets while struggling with the long-term maintenance of its infrastructure. To declare the fate of an entire civilization on the basis of a single indicator is an intellectual shortcut.

Philosophical reflection on history reminds us that explaining an event and declaring its inevitable consequence are different tasks. We can identify trends in the past, but history is not a machine whose destination has already been set. Political decisions, social movements, technological discoveries, miscalculations in war, natural disasters, and demographic change can redirect an expected course. Economic strength takes a long time to build; weakness, too, accumulates through institutional neglect, corruption, inequality, and misguided investment.

When discussing the future of the West or the rise of Asia, we should therefore use both phrases, inevitable decline and inevitable triumph, with care. No region possesses a single character. The economies, politics, and demographics of European countries differ from one another, just as Asian countries vary enormously. Power may become more widely distributed, but that does not confer an everlasting moral superiority on one civilization over another. Perhaps history’s most urgent lesson is this: success is never inherited forever, and failure is not a nation’s eternal identity.

To understand major historical changes, we must also make the basis of comparison explicit. When comparing one era with the present, we need to ask how closely its technology, population, international rules, and economic structure resembled those of our own time. The fall of an old empire cannot directly tell us the future of today’s global economy, because the modern world’s links among production, financial flows, and information are far more complex. Still, history can teach us about the dangers of institutional arrogance, excessive military spending, inequality, and complacency in policy. Such lessons become useful only when we do not repeat the past mechanically, but reconsider its experience in the light of today’s different realities.

From this perspective, history is not a machine for prophecy, but a discipline in understanding limits. Past examples can help us assemble a list of possible risks, yet claims about the future also require present-day evidence. Any civilization may regard its own strength as natural and its rival’s strength as temporary. To guard against this bias, we need comparative data, diverse perspectives, and a willingness to revise our own assumptions.
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The Nature of Power
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What do we mean by power? The capacity of an army, a state’s budget, ownership of technology, the consent of its people, or the ability to shape the decisions of others? In political philosophy, power operates in several forms. Direct coercion is only one of them. The ability to make laws, offer economic incentives, control information, exercise cultural appeal, and shape international rules are also elements of power. A state can change another state’s behavior without attacking it, while a state with formidable military strength may still fail to secure the allegiance of others. Power, then, cannot be measured by the number of weapons alone.

Yet when we discuss the invisible forms of power, we face the temptation to see everything as a conspiracy. A rule of international trade may benefit one country’s interests, but that fact alone does not prove that every rule is part of a secret plan for war. Many policies arise from several purposes at once. Governments contain disagreements; business groups pursue their own interests; electoral politics exerts pressure; and international law and public opinion impose limits. In a complex system, outcomes do not always follow the complete design of a single command center.

One philosophical feature of power is that it depends on relationships. Even a state at the technological frontier may need rare minerals, skilled workers, foreign markets, or secure sea lanes. A resource-rich state may be constrained without another country’s technology, financing, or knowledge. Real capacity, then, grows not through ownership alone, but through the management of relationships. A state that develops alternative sources, improves education, keeps its institutions trustworthy, and preserves room to change policy can remain relatively more independent amid uncertainty.

Economic resilience and technological capability are therefore important, but they are no magical shield. If self-reliance becomes an argument for severing all international ties, production costs may rise, innovation may slow, and small economies may bear an excessive burden. Unconditional dependence on the global system, however, can be dangerous in a crisis. A wiser policy builds interdependence that is beneficial, diversified, and able to withstand political shocks. The mature form of power appears not in domination, but in the capacity to accept responsibility for one’s own decisions.

This relational understanding of power is especially significant for small and medium-sized states. They may be unable to compete directly with great military powers, yet they can matter through specialized industries, skilled people, credible administration, geographical position, or international mediation. Strategic location, however, does not automatically confer protection. Competence requires education and investment; credibility requires the consistent application of law. If policymakers mistake a temporary advantage for lasting strength, they may neglect the work of preparation.

Another important ethical question about power is which uses of power are legitimate and which are coercive. Succeeding through market competition, negotiating terms through dialogue, and pressuring a dependent party by leaving it with no real alternative are not morally equivalent. To distinguish among them, we must examine voluntary consent, transparency of information, the reality of available alternatives, and the proportionality of harm. For a powerful party to act honorably is not a sign of weakness; it is essential to preserving relationships over the long term.
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Visible and Invisible Wars
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There is no denying the horror of direct war. Bombs, shelling, occupation, forced displacement, and the deaths of civilians strike human life with immediate violence. Economic sanctions and trade barriers are not events of the same magnitude. Yet their social effects can be severe, especially when they obstruct access to food, medicine, fuel, or urgent financial flows. The different forms of conflict must therefore be judged separately according to their nature and their effects. It is careless to call every form of pressure a war, but it is equally wrong to ignore the human consequences of invisible economic pressure.

One of the central tensions in international relations is the balance between security and freedom. A state may expand controls in the name of defense, counterterrorism, or technological security. Another state may view the same measures as discrimination, a blockade, or political coercion. The meaning of a measure changes with the perspective from which it is seen. That does not make truth impossible to establish. It means that we must examine intention, legal basis, impact, consistency of application, humanitarian consequences, and transparency in decision-making. Moral judgment becomes more reliable when it rests on such standards rather than emotion alone.

The financial system is like the network of arteries and veins in modern life. If money cannot cross borders, businesses cannot pay suppliers, families cannot receive income sent home by relatives abroad, and in some cases loans and trade come to a standstill. Yet a payment system is neither wholly neutral nor merely the instrument of a single country. Its design, legal authority, participating banks, the acceptability of its currency, and the depth of its markets all matter. An international messaging network, a clearing system, and a central bank’s monetary policy are three distinct layers. To collapse them into one is to misunderstand the actual problem.

The idea of invisible conflict is valuable only when it turns our attention back to people’s lived experience. When a worker loses a job, a small business cannot obtain credit, or a poor family is devastated by rising fuel prices, we need to investigate which decisions, market structures, and global processes contributed to the outcome. But seeking a single conspiracy behind every loss weakens analysis. A commitment to truth teaches us both to identify abuses of power and to refrain from vague accusations.

To investigate the effects of invisible economic pressure, we must follow the chain of causation. A financial sanction may reduce imports; fewer imports may raise production costs; and higher costs may affect prices and employment. At each stage, however, alternative sources, public support, market adaptation, and the passage of time can change the result. Two events occurring at the same time are not, by that fact alone, proof that one caused the other. Good analysis identifies the possible pathways and uses evidence to determine how important each pathway was.

Although it is important to preserve the moral distinction between direct war and economic pressure, their social consequences can still be documented separately. A policy should be reconsidered if it imposes unexpected harm on civilians. By the same token, it is not reasonable to label every commercial transaction by a state as aggression merely because that state uses hostile rhetoric. Sound judgment considers actual harm to people, the purpose of a policy, and its effectiveness together. This does not ask us to feel less, but to connect feeling with justice.
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The Conscience of the State
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The state is not an abstract monster. State decisions are made by people and institutions: elected governments, administrators, military leaders, courts, and sometimes international organizations. The consequences of their decisions eventually return to the lives of ordinary people. To philosophize about state power, then, is not simply to speak of flags and borders. It is to ask questions about citizens’ safety, freedom, dignity, and future. If a state damages the education, health, or environment of the present generation in the name of long-term security, its definition of security must be reconsidered.

Defense spending is not wasteful by definition. A state may need to spend money to deter attack, secure sea lanes, assist during disasters, and build defense cooperation with allies. Problems begin when the purpose of spending is unclear, oversight institutions are weak, corruption is concealed, or military strength is treated as a substitute for diplomacy. Nor should social spending automatically be regarded as virtuous in every circumstance. We must judge a project’s effectiveness, the quality of its administration, and the relationship between its cost and citizens’ actual needs. Every use of money raises the question of opportunity cost: spending in one area means forgoing the use of those resources elsewhere.

Good intentions alone do not determine the morality of government; outcomes matter too. A policy may be announced as a means of securing the country, yet if it intensifies conflict, weakens economic stability, or narrows citizens’ freedom, it must be reassessed. Conversely, a policy that causes temporary hardship may be justified in pursuit of a broader public interest, provided it is lawful, proportionate, transparent, and accountable. The central test of ethical politics is this: are those who hold power prepared to obey the same rules they impose on others?

The language of national interest is often powerful because it can divide disagreement into a simple opposition between patriotism and betrayal. But the national interest is not synonymous with the private interest of a single class or government. Citizens’ long-term well-being, the rule of law, economic opportunity, social cohesion, and a country’s standing in the world are interconnected. Belligerent rhetoric can sometimes unite a population, but it can also be used to suppress dissent and conceal bad decisions. The conscience of a state is revealed not by its declarations, but by its ability to recognize limits on the use of power.

The conscience of the state cannot be left to the ruler’s personal goodwill alone. History has shown repeatedly that even when leaders claim good intentions, unchecked power makes it harder to correct bad decisions. Laws, parliamentary oversight, independent courts, the media, and civil society compel the state to explain its choices. These institutions can be slow, imperfect, or biased, but without them the paths for identifying and correcting abuses of power become narrower still. An ethical state is built on rules under which rulers, too, remain accountable.

The most important test of a state’s capacity is how it treats its most vulnerable citizens. In times of crisis, protecting the rights of those who cannot speak forcefully for themselves is a moral duty of government. Border security and international competition matter, but they cannot be used to relegate the basic dignity of citizens to a secondary concern. If a state cannot assure its people of safety, health, education, and justice, its ambition for global influence remains incomplete.
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Debt, Responsibility, and Future Generations
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Debt is often treated as a sign of weakness, but in economics it is neither good nor bad in itself. A family may borrow to finance education, a home, or a productive business. A government may borrow to build roads and power systems, fund research, or respond to an emergency. If such investments increase future production, income, and social capacity, the cost of the debt may be manageable. But risks accumulate when borrowing serves short-term political gain, unproductive spending, or a habit of taking out new loans again and again to repay old ones. The central question is not whether borrowing occurred, but why it was undertaken, on what terms, and with what results.

It is not always appropriate to compare a state’s debt directly with a household’s debt. Governments can collect taxes, issue long-term bonds, borrow in their own currency, and take policy measures during economic crises. At the same time, government inefficiency or a loss of confidence can raise interest rates, weaken the currency, and alter investor behavior. To understand how dangerous a country’s debt may be, we must look beyond the debt-to-GDP ratio to the debt’s maturity, currency, interest-rate structure, economic growth, tax base, and investor confidence. No single number can determine an entire future.

The relationship between military spending and debt also requires careful discussion. Defense expenditure is one part of the public budget, whereas national debt is the cumulative result of financial decisions made over many decades. It would be wrong to name the military spending of one particular year as the sole cause of the total debt. It would be equally exaggerated to claim that military spending brings no economic benefits at all. Defense industries may contribute to research, technology, and employment, but they also carry social opportunity costs. What matters is whether the spending is effective, proportionate to security needs, and subject to accountability.

The ethics of debt raise the question of justice between generations. If today’s government incurs expenses whose benefits go to a narrow group while future taxpayers bear the cost of repayment, it creates an obligation toward generations yet to come. But if borrowing builds lasting infrastructure for renewable energy, education, health, and research, future generations may also inherit its benefits. Just financial policy therefore sees debt not merely as a number, but as a legacy.

An ethical discussion of debt must consider the responsibilities of both lenders and borrowers. A borrowing government should test whether a project is feasible and transparent and whether repayment is affordable. Lenders, too, have a duty to explain real risks, avoid lending on opaque terms, and refrain from exploiting a borrower’s vulnerability for political advantage. When a project fails, the borrower’s mistakes may not be the only cause; unrealistic forecasts, changing markets, or poor project design may also play a part. Financial discipline is fair only when every party to the agreement faces the facts and accepts its responsibilities.

Another danger in public debate about debt is the neglect of urgent present needs in the name of future generations. Delaying investment in health systems, schools, safe water, or electricity infrastructure can also reduce future productivity. Avoiding debt is therefore not the only ethical position. The moral questions are what assets borrowed money creates, how widely the benefits are shared, and who bears the risk of failure. Without answers to these questions, a final verdict for or against debt remains incomplete.
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The Hidden Cost of the Budget
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A budget may look like an accounting of revenue and expenditure on paper, but within it lies a map of a state’s values. Which sectors receive priority, which risks are accepted, whose needs are treated as urgent, and what kind of future the country prepares for are all reflected in budgetary choices. When a government allocates more money to defense, it reveals its understanding of security. When it prioritizes education or health, it reveals how it values human capacity. Yet the result cannot be inferred from allocations alone. A large budget may still deliver poor services if the money is not spent properly.

When discussing United States defense spending, the definition behind each statistic matters greatly. The budget of the Department of Defense, total national-security spending, and emergency supplemental appropriations are not measured on the same basis. The Congressional Budget Office cited a proposed Department of Defense budget of $850 billion for fiscal year 2025; this is not equivalent to a total that includes every other security-related expense [3]. Different figures from different sources do not, by themselves, mean that one source is false. We must first establish which categories are included, which fiscal year is being considered, and whether the number refers to actual spending or a proposed allocation.

To understand a budget’s real value, we must analyze opportunity cost. The comparison between what a proposed expense would make possible if canceled and what it would achieve if carried out should be central to political decisions. Yet the effects of
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