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      So much proof exists for the existence of Bigfoot that the preponderance of the evidence is an embarrassment of riches; surprisingly, though, most people are not aware of this verifiable fact.

      I want the truth of my own and countless others’ experiences with Bigfoot to be known and understood as proof of their existence-- proof that when coupled with the forensic and other physical evidence is determined to be statistically significant data to which Occam’s razor can only lead the reader to one conclusion: Bigfoot do exist in our natural world.

      My goal in getting involved in this undertaking has always been for the purpose of full disclosure by all stakeholders involved in the Bigfoot “phenomenon”—from those who have encountered them and know that they exist to the opposite end of the spectrum of those who are involved in misinformation or any other subterfuge to keep the public in the dark about a worldwide population of unknown hominids—whether intentionally or unintentionally. Author Tim Halloran shares this goal in this seminal work on some of the key contributors in the Bigfoot world who know that the beings exist and are working tirelessly to gather more definitive evidence for the rest of the public.

      Not only am I one of the stakeholders written about in this book, but I also have networked with many of the others whose incredible stories you will read about, and I have also known several of the individuals who paved the way for us and future investigators on the authenticity of Bigfoot. Some have referred to my former professor Dr. Grover Krantz, journalist John Green, outdoorsman and author René Dahinden, and big-game hunter Peter Byrne as the Four Horsemen of serious Bigfoot investigations. I had the pleasure of meeting three of these men while they were still alive and can share a little about what I learned from them.

      I met René Dahinden and John Green in 1996 in Harrison Hot Springs, British Columbia where Dr. Krantz had sent me to present my preliminary Anthropology Master’s Degree thesis on Gigantopithecus as a possible fossil ancestor of Bigfoot. Although he had many positive contributions to our knowledge of Bigfoot through documentation and evidence he had collected over the years, my first experience with Dahinden was hearing and seeing his contempt for some of the presenters while I was in the audience: He was very vocal and animated in this regard toward so-called academics. Ironically, one of the funniest things that happened during my time at the Sasquatch Days Festival was when the event organizers jokingly bestowed an honorary PhD on Dahinden, as he was cantankerously callous towards those with formal education like my mentor Dr. Krantz.

      I had a lovely meal with John and June Green at their home while I was there. We talked at length about his years of researching, investigating, and writing about Bigfoot. I interviewed him about his database (which he offered me on an old 5 ¼-inch floppy disk) and questioned him at length about several of the tales in his publications. One tale was the story of Albert Ostman which he shared in “On the Track of Sasquatch.” I was not convinced that this was a true account at the time, as I had not come across any corroborating anecdotes like it. John unequivocally presented the details of his interview and the veracity of Ostman’s account, and I left his home that night less doubtful about the details of that story than ever and believing that he was a man of integrity when it came to his investigative work.

      I first met Dr. Krantz during my senior year at Pomona College where I was doing my graduation project in Anthropology on Bigfoot under Dr. James McKenna. For my project, I flew up to Pullman, Washington to interview him about his book, “Big Footprints: A Scientific Inquiry into the Reality of Sasquatch.” I still have that interview on a couple of old video cartridges somewhere. After interviewing Dr. Krantz and finding him to be very knowledgeable academically about Bigfoot and other aspects of Physical Anthropology, I decided to apply to graduate school at Washington State University (Wazzu) to pursue my advanced degree in Physical Anthropology and conduct scientific research and investigations on the topic of Bigfoot. I was accepted and approved to write my master’s thesis on Bigfoot with an emphasis on their possible fossil origins.

      During my years at Wazzu, I interviewed eyewitnesses, learned to make molds and casts of bones and footprints, and had my second Bigfoot encounter in the Blue Mountains. Every day before class, I would pepper Dr. Krantz with questions and ideas that I had for different scientific approaches to proving the existence of Bigfoot. I was a young idealist with ambitious ideas that would have been feasible with more funding, but Krantz always listened to me and would often agree or disagree simply by tilting his head one way or the other and raising a brow or two. A funny, albeit macabre, story I can share was from one time when I was in his Osteology lab for class. He said, “Today, you will get to meet my kids.” My classmates and I looked at each other in disbelief, as we didn’t know that he had any kids. That’s when he emptied a box of assorted children’s bones donated to science from a mass grave in Chiapas Mexico. Krantz had a very dry sense of humor—when he had a sense of humor because most of the time he was very serious about his teaching.

      The fourth “horseman” was one I never met in person, Peter Byrne, but luckily, he is the only horseman who is still alive and was able to be interviewed by the author for this book, about which I will now give you my wholehearted recommendation.

      Tim started from the outside looking in, as he had no interest in Bigfoot but was taken to a Bigfoot conference in Ohio by his wife who had always been interested in the phenomenon. There he was impressed by the academic presentations of Jeff Meldrum and Cliff Barackman; he appreciated the true nature of the science and preponderance of evidence for Bigfoot’s existence. He learned that a great deal of scientific processes, tactical approaches, and time had been invested in the quest for the truth about Bigfoot. Filled with enthusiasm, the author wondered how anyone would know who was doing what in the way of Bigfoot investigations. Everyone seemed so insulated from one another. Tim was not a field researcher, nor did he intend to become one. He decided to leap into the Bigfoot phenomenon and possibly, unintentionally, becoming an influencer himself by interviewing people and creating this book. Tim knows the mountain of evidence validating that there is something there to investigate.

      The author is creating a sort of reference guide of current Bigfoot science—the amazing people actively conducting serious research or affecting the subject and the factors motivating them. It highlights and gives an overview of the individuals conducting and influencing the science of Bigfoot. With the influencers, Tim dives into their theories, experiences, and research, giving readers a glimpse into their historical impact on the subject and what their current projects are. Tim did his due diligence in choosing the interviewees for the book. It provides an unbiased summary of the leaders in the field and their enormous and strategic efforts. The author presents the value of knowing diverse, impactful research approaches and findings and his admiration for the researchers he has met. The book provides distinct viewpoints from people who have witnessed Bigfoot in their life. The author wants to raise awareness and open channels of communication—creating dialogues between all those vested in the truth. This book answers the need to start to get to know who is doing what, where, and how currently in the Bigfoot world—to get a better understanding of what each researcher is doing with their own body of work.

      Tim realized that many researchers are disconnected from each other, often working in small groups within their local region. We need the various, serious Bigfoot investigators to work together, sharing data, processes, and tips with one another to advance our shared goal of full disclosure to the public of still yet an unproven hominid species. Influencers are more open to helping others in a unified effort to shape our knowledge. This is more productive for the cause/ research collaboration.

      The first book will be a general overview of several key investigators in North America. Features in the book include including QR codes that will allow readers to use their mobile devices to hear audio, see photos, and hear and see video samples from the researchers. The chapters are meant to provide a snapshot of the influencers with information on how to connect with them. Tim wants to create a network so Bigfoot witnesses and those interested in serious Bigfoot inquiry can collaborate. With a new wave of curious younger people that are open-minded about unexplained phenomena like Bigfoot, UFOs, paranormal, etc., the author’s goal is to nurture collaboration in the Bigfoot field not only for the sake of the investigators but for the benefit of these new interested parties. Subsequently, the book will have resource recommendations for those new to the Bigfoot phenomenon.

      Bigfoot researchers do what they do for the knowledge and love of the discovery—not for fame or fanfare but for validating their stories and personal encounters. Tim has become a fan of these researchers and their serious commitment to the study of Bigfoot. The challenge is in how to not leave someone out—to be as inclusive as possible without being exhaustive. This will allow for adding additional researchers in future volumes. Whether you are an enthusiast or a researcher, The Bigfoot Influencers shares fascinating experiences and facts about the influencers in North America and the impact they are having. His future volumes will likely have regional focuses throughout North America.

      Carlos Jimenez, B.A., M.A. Anthropology

      Thechroniclesofcarlos.com

      cj@chroniclesofcarlos.com

      Gill, George W. and Jimenez, Carlos J., ‘Paleoamerican skeletal features surviving into the Late Plains Archaic’, in Lepper, Bradley T. and Bonnichsen, Robson (eds.), New Perspectives on the First Americans, College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 2004, pp. 137–141, Google Scholar, 138.
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      The historical accounts of large, hairy ape/man-like creatures date back centuries and are shared by multiple cultures throughout North America. Reports are documented from Florida to Alaska. We commonly refer to them as Bigfoot, Sasquatches, and Wood Apes, amongst other regional labels for them. These “Hairy Men” as described, have also been documented in more than 90 Native American and First Nations cultures, each with their own name and sharing similar descriptions. These accounts are documented through traditions, folklore, art, and rock pictographs dating back 1000 years. Since these stories exist in such a vast number of the native cultures, all without the benefit of communicating through social media, newspapers, telephones, and such like we have today, it makes a compelling case that they may have existed throughout recent history. For this reason, most researchers involved in the subject of Bigfoot, feel these historical indigenous accounts are amongst the strongest forms of evidence supporting their existence.

      In modern times and in pop culture we see the terms Bigfoot and Sasquatch associated with advertising, television, and movies. So where did these names originate? The term “Bigfoot” was created in the United States during the 1950s. Daniel Perez, who is a historian on the subject, shares how the term “Bigfoot” was coined:

      “Most researchers who have written about how the term ‘Bigfoot’ was coined usually come close although they miss the mark. You have to go back to the primary source, Andrew Martin Genzoli, (1914 - 1984). In the Humboldt Times (Eureka, California) newspaper for October 1958 the journalist would write, ‘The big foot, as cast, was 16 inches in length, with the wide seven-inch width. [Jerry] Crew said the men [the road builders] refer to the creature as ‘Big Foot.’ 

      ‘Big Foot’ was later compounded (Bigfoot) and changed to simply ‘Bigfoot’ and has been part of the lexicon ever since 1958. So, by his own admission, Andrew Genzoli DID NOT coin the term ‘Bigfoot,’ the real attribution would have to be credited to the road builders who were pushing a road into the Bluff Creek area of northern California for logging. 

      Another reporter by the name of John Willard Chamberlin who died at age 71 on March 21, 1955, may have been the first to use the actual term “Big foot” in a newspaper article in 1955. Although John Chamberlin may have beat everyone to the punch, the use of that term then, in relation to some tracks that were found, did not catch on like it did in 1958.”

      “Sasquatch” earned its name in the record books decades prior. Canadian researcher and historian, Thomas Steenburg shared how the term was coined:

      “In the West coast of Canada and the United States, there were multiple names for them, both First Nation and Caucasian. In the late 1920s, a man by the name of J.W. Burns took a job with the Sts’ailes First Nation people, he was an agent for the Crown. The people shared their mythology and folklore and started telling him about these things in the woods they called Sas’qets. J.W. Burns also authored articles that would appear in Canadian magazines. He wrote one that appeared in Maclean’s on April 1st, 1929. It was titled Introducing B.C.’s Hairy Giants. In that article, he misspelled Sas’qets and called them “Sasquatch”. It’s been known as Sasquatch in Canada ever since”.

      Publicized Bigfoot expeditions in North America go back prior to the 1920s and older accounts can be found in media archives. In the 1950s though, the search for the elusive Bigfoot seemed to elevate and today thousands of “citizen scientists” continue to scour the woods in attempts to solve the mystery. Some of the pioneers of that time who paved the way for today’s researchers include Peter Byrne, Rene Dahinden, John Green, Grover Krantz, John Bindernagel, Bob Titmus, Vladimir Markotic, Jerry Crew, Roger Patterson, Bob Gimlin, and Wes Summerlin. In 1967, the Patterson-Gimlin film was shot in Northern California and is the most famous video related to the subject of Bigfoot. Furthermore, most Bigfoot researchers and enthusiasts feel it is the most compelling evidence in existence today.

      The goal of this book, The Bigfoot Influencers, is to provide a summation of some of today’s scientists, influencers, and researchers who are studying this phenomenon. How did I define Influencer as it relates to this book? An influencer is an individual or a group that has made a historical impact, done notable work, or is affecting how others view the subject of Bigfoot. There are many researchers who are not with us today (some noted above), and the purpose of this book is to deliver a glimpse of the current individuals influencing this subject, their backgrounds, personal interests, and theories on the topic. In addition to exploring the years of focused attention these individuals have dedicated to the subject, all have magnanimously shared their theories and practices to support the goals of this book. Though many feel the “Bigfoot Community” lacks collaboration, based on my experience since taking on this project, I refreshingly found that this was not the case. Similar to you and I, the individuals in this book have families, interests, and hobbies outside of Bigfoot. I hope you learn something new about them, get a few laughs, and maybe get introduced to some people that you may not have previously followed.

      There are hundreds of worthy researchers that I could incorporate into this book, and I plan to include additional individuals and groups in the upcoming volumes. I encourage you to dive in with an open mind and enjoy the forthcoming chapters.

      A unique feature we have added is the use of QR Codes. Readers will find these located throughout the book. Each QR Code will allow you, the reader, the ability to scan each one using the camera feature on your mobile device. From there, your mobile device will immediately link to additional fascinating videos, audio, images, or information pertaining to the given section of the book you are delving into.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        Les Stroud Introduction

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CLIFF BARACKMAN

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Cliff Barackman may be best known to the public for his role in Finding Bigfoot, which may be the most successful TV series on the subject, although his impact on Bigfoot research has been far more expansive. He has been involved in Bigfoot research for almost 30 years. He and his wife Melissa opened and run the North American Bigfoot Center, in Boring, Oregon. Cliff has participated in numerous field projects around the world, has appeared on multiple TV documentaries and co-hosts the popular podcast Bigfoot and Beyond with James ‘Bobo” Fay. Cliff’s primary research is focused on studying foot and handprints. I would suggest visiting his website to review his footprint database, Cliff provides historical images and detailed records of what is known about them.

      I met Cliff for the first time a few years ago at the Ohio Bigfoot Conference, he was pleasant, welcoming and took the time to chat with all who approached him. Although he claims to be an introvert, Cliff is very witty, an excellent communicator and has a natural sense of humor. Cliff is passionate about ensuring that his Bigfoot research and advocacy stay focused only on the animal.  My interview with Cliff was enjoyable, one of my favorites, I appreciated his openness and candidness as we dove into the topic of Bigfoot. We also found ourselves expanding the conversation to philosophy, gardening, and music, which was really cool.

      Cliff half-jokingly states that he has gotten grumpy over the years which may weigh in on his opinions regarding people, society, and the Bigfoot Community. I found him to be generous, loyal and someone who cherishes relationships with his friends. Historically, Cliff was part of a team that brought in a new generation of Bigfoot enthusiasts and researchers whom many of them will continue to advance awareness on the subject into the future.

      What are your hobbies? I have a degree in jazz guitar and enjoy playing as much as possible, I try to get in a few hours a week of playing. It is good for my head, it’s cerebral music. I like to read and love gardening; I have a 23-acre property in the woods so I enjoy spending time outdoors. I just planted garlic for the winter months, these are my aspirations in life [laughing]. There is something deeply satisfying about gardening and that kind of thing. In some of my more frustrating public moments, I have often thought that my legacy may be a strong relationship in a good garden and that would be satisfying enough. There is a little bit of a Sam Gamgee in all of us. I also cook, I am just kind of a roundabout guy, I play tabletop roll playing games, I have all sorts of whacky interests [laughing].

      How did you get into music? Well, I was young, 12 or 13 years old, and it seemed everyone else on my street enjoyed playing football. My friends didn’t like me to play because I didn’t care about winning, I was just out there goofing around and having fun. Then at some point, I picked up my dad’s guitar which was laying around the house, it was an old classic one. I was not really a social person to begin with, so instead of playing sports with my friends, I would sit in my room and learn chords and that started the journey.

      The enjoyment of playing music is that you are interacting with a group of musicians in the moment for the purpose of that moment, if that makes sense. There is something fantastic, life-affirming and spiritual about that. Occasionally if everything is lined up right, magic happens and you cannot explain it.

      Who are your favorite musicians or bands? I love old country; Patsy Kline, Johnny Cash, etc... I grew up on the 80s synth-pop music: Depeche Mode, etc.… A band that really bent my ear early was Oingo Boingo because they are just so unusual, and produce heavy, smart music. Another fantastic band is the Sparks Brothers. For the most part, they flew under the radar, although a documentary film was recently made about them. They are just fantastic, sarcastic, weird, and quirky. I am also a huge fan of Steely Dan, you can sometimes hear their music in elevators and supermarkets, and they are singing about smoking heroine, that’s pretty gnarly. I saw the Grateful Dead I think 28 times before Jerry Garcia died. So, I am also kind of a “Dead-Head” at heart.

      I appreciate you even asking me about music, because to much of the public, I am just this one-dimensional figure. For example, recently I shared some photos on social media while I was hiking and someone mentioned, “Don’t you mean you are Squatchin not hiking?”. Sometimes the public has expectations of me although I am not really interested in those. It turns out that I am just a regular human being with interests.

      Where is the favorite place you have visited? Favorites are hard for me because they discount everything else and everything has its own value. I would have to say the Pacific Northwest, that’s why I chose to move here. I decided life is too short and we are all doomed to die sooner rather than later, so I wanted to live where I vacationed. The Pacific Northwest is magical. So now it’s not visiting, it’s just hanging out and being home.

      The more exotic locations, Australia was impressive, for Bigfooting stuff in particular.

      What is something that most people don’t know about you? I don’t know what most people do know about me [laughing] so that is a hard one to answer. I am extremely interested in Eastern Philosophy, particularly Taoism, it has influenced my life in several ways.

      If you could take one person past or present on an expedition with you, who would it be? Bob Titmus, he passed away too early. I was already Bigfooting when he was alive although we did not correspond. He was the unsung hero of Bigfoot research, even more so than some of the Horsemen in my opinion. I think he deserves more credit, although unfortunately, Bob didn’t document much about what he did. Then tragically much of his evidence and records were destroyed when his boat caught on fire and sank in British Columbia. I would have been interested in peppering him with questions and seeing what he knew and what he had learned. Many don’t realize the influence that Bob had, although some of the Horsemen did not like him. To my knowledge, Bob is the first researcher to write about tree knocks, he basically discovered it in the late 1950s.

      When and why did you get involved in Bigfoot research? I have always been weird and interested in strange stuff. I grew up in the 1970s, I used to watch In Search Of and all the monster stuff; crystal skulls, UFOs, ghosts, Bigfoot, and such. My mom was a huge fan of the Universal monster movies like the Wolfman, Frankenstein, and Dracula, so I grew up on that type of “black and white” media. I just love monsters. I remember the Wolfman really freaked me out and Bigfoot was kind of “one of those” also and scared the hell out of me. Later, when I was in college, I stumbled across a couple of books and compilations of journal articles written by scientists, including Dr. Krantz’s book, The Scientist Looks at the Sasquatch and the Halpin and Ames book, Manlike Monsters on Trial. I then realized Bigfoot was not only weird and quirky and everything I loved, but it may have also been real!

      So, I decided that summer of 1994 to go camping and backpacking in Bluff Creek to see if I could find the PG site. I went and found footprints and I was hooked. That was approximately 28 years ago, one never knows how the wind will push their sails. Back then, I thought I would be teaching elementary school for my entire career and I would have been happy doing so. As I said previously, death is coming for us all so let’s make the most of life, and getting into “Bigfoot” …sure, why not, how fun is that?

      What researchers have influenced your work? Grover Krantz and Dr. Meldrum. I never had the opportunity to meet Dr. Krantz, a lifelong regret. I am lucky enough though to call Dr. Meldrum a friend, he stays at the house when he is in town, we go on expeditions, he taught me how to steam eggs [laughing].

      What type of eyewitness accounts do you investigate? The things that draw me into witness accounts are the ones where physical evidence has been retrieved (which almost never happens). These types of reports detail a reoccurrence of individuals in the same area. For example, there is an area near the museum that we are working; sightings of a white, black, and red-colored Bigfoot have been documented over the past 20 years. That’s an interesting thing because we want to keep track of the individuals. Are they moving together? What are their patterns? Where do they travel at certain times of the year?

      If they exist, what do you feel Bigfoot are and why? They are Sasquatches, I feel it is a fault of human thinking that we are so obsessed with this question. Now what are they related to, that is a big question. All of the other labels that we put on them are to make us feel better about categorizing them. At the end of the day, it is a judgment, just like people see me out in the woods and say, “Cliff didn’t go hiking he is a Bigfooter”, thank you for making me feel superficial [chuckles]. That’s what humans do to Sasquatches, it is unfair to them to say they are a human or an ape-like there is a difference. That is like saying, “Is that a dog or a canine?” They are Sasquatches, everything else is our own definition that we are putting on them unfairly. They are certainly apes, but so are you and me. They might be hominins; I am interested in that. Of course, that is going to step on a lot of fundamentalists' and creationists’ toes. Some will say that they are Nephilim, Hanuman, or this or that, or whatever religion you adhere to - there must be an explanation to them because religions are all about explaining things with some sort of belief system. At the end of the day, science is different in that aspect.

      What are they related to? I don’t think we know enough about Gigantopithecus, to be fair. We know about what they ate, and where they lived when they lived, although we don’t know much else. We can only extract limited data from a mandible. I think they are a possible contender, although I am not really in that camp. We know for sure and for a fact that Gigantopithecus was in the line between Sivapithecus and orangutan because of the protein studies they got from the teeth. At the same time, both Sivapithecus and orangutans both lack a brow ridge and Sasquatches are uniformly reported with one. Of course, it could have evolved independently, there is no reason that this couldn’t have happened. I am not ruling out Gigantopithecus or Meganthropus, or maybe they are something else that has not yet been discovered in the fossil record. Approximately only 2 or 3% of everything that lived has been discovered.

      I am more interested in the idea that Sasquatches might be some type of Australopithecine, specifically the Paranthropus. This theory started to get some real traction in the early 1970s when Gordon Strasenburgh authored a paper hypothesizing that these things may be a Robust Australopithecine which is what a Paranthropus is. I read a fantastic book by Ian Tattersall, who is a paleoanthropologist and an emeritus curator with the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. The book was called Masters of the Planet. He wrote about Australopithecines and discussed their probable behavior styles and that sort of thing. Based on his descriptions, to me, they seem indistinguishable from Bigfoot except that they were small. Tattersall also discussed their pelvic structure, which scooped upward to hold their internal organs compared to the human pelvis which faces forward. He also mentioned that this would also give them a somewhat pear shape. At that moment, I said, “holy crap”! I have access to a Sasquatch photo from Oklahoma that sure enough is pear-shaped. I always thought that was peculiar and maybe it was a pelvis attribute. I then went to the PG Film and she is pear-shaped, her hips are 2 to 3 inches wider than her chest. I was thinking, “Gosh there is some physical evidence that these things might be Australopithecines or Paranthropus”.

      Upon more digging, scientists estimate Paranthropus’ were about 5 feet tall. We don’t have any evidence of Paranthopines outside of Africa. Although if they did radiate out of Africa, they would probably migrate northeast since that is where the land bridge was and how Homo erectus and others got out. If they went in that direction, they would have ended up in the mountains of the Himalayas and further north into Siberia before crossing the land bridge. From what I understand, the most recent Paranthropus fossil is approximately 800 thousand years old. It is also possible that they may have radiated across the land bridge a million years earlier. Potentially as they moved into colder climates, then Bergman’s Rule would take over. It would not be a huge jump for Paranthropus’ size to increase from 5 feet to 8 feet. It would be a small evolutionary change if you have a million or two years to do it. So, I think at this point Paranthropus is a very reasonable guess.

      When you look at the Sasquatch behavior, there are a couple of things missing from that behavior that can help us speculate what they may be related to. Firstly, tool use: we have not found evidence of them fashioning tools. They also don’t seem to be making and controlling fire. So, when we go back into the Hominin family tree, the first species that we know for sure that did these things was Homo Habilis. So, you would have to think that if Bigfoot don’t have those behaviors, we must look before Homo Habilis for the last common ancestor. That gives us the Australopithecine, which is what came just before them.

      What excites you about this subject? I love fieldwork, when you are hot on the heels of a Bigfoot and receive a recent report and have a good opportunity to find footprints, trace evidence, or an actual animal. I enjoy being on the scene trying to retrieve something beyond the words of a witness. I collaborate with other researchers throughout the United States and we share data. When I get a new footprint cast from Kentucky for example, and I can compare it to the other footprint casts I received from the same area. Some of those prints from different time periods seem to be the same individual and that’s cool.

      This is a learning journey for me, I am not trying to prove them, and I am not going to pull the trigger and that is what it is going to take for science to accept them as a species. Maybe along the way, I can help educate the public to soften the blow of discovery when that does happen.

      If Bigfoot is a large primate, what environmental conditions would it need to survive? Food, water, cover. They seem to find cover in very strange places; South Dakota for example is mostly plains and the Bigfoot are living in the river bottoms, these deep, nasty, thorny crevices. We don’t know much about their metabolism although they must eat a fair amount of food. Most apes have slow metabolisms though, which would enable them to eat less over time. In addition, there is an abundance of meat around; frogs, insects, and carbohydrates; which can be found in lichens and old men’s beards, for example. There is a myth that the Pacific Northwest and the North American forests are devoid of food, which simply is not true. In Oregon, there are 30,000 – 35,000 black bears, so there is more than enough food for a handful of Bigfoots.

      How would you explain the elusiveness of Bigfoot? It is a combination of different habits than us, we are the ones on the roads and trails, we are active during the day. They live off-road with a 4 x 4 mentality; that mountain, hillside, rhododendron thicket, or any thickly forested whatever is no boundary to them, they just go straight through it. They are so big, so strong, what would be a boundary for us is not one for them. I also feel Bigfoot are just so rare, and they are elusive, their senses are heightened. I think they could be much like mountain gorillas that way. Mountain gorilla troops move through the jungle together so they can listen and keep track of one another, I have evidence suggesting that Bigfoot are like that too. In my opinion, I also think they use river noise, rain, and such as cover. They are very aurally focused, focused on the sounds in an area and use them to their advantage whether it’s the quietness or the noise.

      They are intelligent as well, although I personally don’t think they are as smart as the Community seems to elevate them to. They are certainly the smartest thing in the woods, they are not using math or fire of course, Bobo says they are smarter than us because they don’t have jobs or pay taxes [laughing]. I feel they are strategic, they work together, there is evidence of that, although they are not infallible, they make mistakes, just like we all do.

      I will put it into perspective, people come into the shop every week and say, “they must be just geniuses because they are never seen”. I respond, “You grew up in Oregon, how many black bears have you seen here?”. They typically say a dozen or so and I explain that there are 30,000 – 35,000 bears that live in Oregon. So, in reality, they have only seen a fraction compared to the population. Furthermore, we are not attributing black bears with having these hyper-intelligent abilities, they are perfectly normal wildlife that are smart.

      What type of research are you currently involved with? We have 4 or 5 local areas that we are keeping our eyes on, a few are more productive than others. Currently, we are focused on finding potential footprints to cast. Obviously, we want to encounter a Bigfoot, and maybe try to film it. Apart from possibly getting a Bigfoot on a thermal a few years ago, for the most part, we have failed on filming them. My focus is learning the behaviors of the Bigfoots in the particular areas we are studying. I also want to learn how big those areas are. For example, I am interested if the Bigfoots in Ripple Brook are the same ones over in Fish Creek. That would tell us a little bit about their behaviors. Paul Freeman caught a lot of flak although he was a great researcher. He obtained his footage by keeping track of behaviors like this. For example, he noticed all the activity in Deduct Springs that took place in August and September, so he started driving up there every day. A few weeks later he got footage.

      Documenting is critical. If researchers took better notes and recorded better data, we would be so much further along. Also in my opinion, and this may be the old man in me yelling at the kids, “Get off my lawn”. It seems many researchers are more interested in having experiences and subjectivity as opposed to gathering actual real data.

      What do you feel is your strongest skill/talent that helps you in this field? My strongest skill I think comes from being an elementary school teacher. I can take rather sophisticated concepts and then communicate them effectively to the public who may not be aware of the science or implications of them. My strongest skill for research I suppose is my enthusiasm for getting physical evidence. I have closed the shop early to go get footprints [laughing]. I put “Gone Squatchin” or “Recent Sighting” on the door. It shows our museum visitors who may not feel there is anything to this Bigfoot thing that we are actually doing something.

      How did you get involved with Finding Bigfoot? I got a call one day from a guy who was in charge of talent for Discovery Communications which is the parent company of Animal Planet. He said, “We heard you might be good for this. Do you want to go look for Bigfoot on TV?”  I said, “Yeah sure, sounds fun, consider me”. He asked me to send him footage of myself doing stuff in the woods and they would review it and get back to me. That was November 2009, and I sent him videos I had previously done for my blog and then all went quiet. In May I received a call from Matt Moneymaker telling me that I got the gig. I said, “Great what are you talking about?”. He said, “Remember that guy who called you? Well, you got the gig, it’s you, me, Bobo, and we are trying to nail down a biologist”. I said, “Are you kidding?”. I was thrilled and surprised as I had not thought much about it after that initial conversation.

      We filmed the pilot after the school year in Alaska. Once that was complete, they sent it to the network and they liked the content and bought 6 episodes which were scheduled for the following winter. That’s how it all started for me.

      What impact do you feel Finding Bigfoot has had on the Bigfoot Community? Well, I feel it increased the numbers of Bigfoot enthusiasts for sure. My concern was always how are we impacting how the subject was viewed. My goal was, similar to the Hippocratic Oath that doctors take, which is “Do no harm”.  That has always been my take with the Bigfoot thing. Television is a shallow superficial medium as best, most of it is BS and lies, especially when it comes to the more unusual subjects. That was always my concern from the beginning. I felt Sasquatches must be respected through this, we can’t produce shlocky BS material.

      It did get more people interested in the subject and put more people out in the field which was a good thing. Most likely the viewers thought, “All that these idiots (us) are doing is banging on trees and yelling. I can do that”.

      If I narrow it down to one overarching good thing, it’s that the witnesses felt validated. By watching the town halls or our interviews, I feel it helped the thousands of people who have seen Sasquatches and are concerned about sharing it because they don’t want to be thought of as crazy or liars, etc... By seeing other people who had similar experiences, that had to help them realize that they were validated in their experience and not crazy or alone.

      What is the most compelling thing about foot and handprint evidence? Most wildlife biologists when they are studying mammals, don’t rely on observations of the animals, they rely on signs. All mammals are notoriously difficult to photograph, they are nocturnal and most stay as far away from humans as possible. We rely on their spoor to tell us what they are up to; how they forage, their population, their size, their range, etc.… Those are the sort of things we can learn about Sasquatches through looking at their footprints. It has changed my way of thinking about them dramatically. If there is an area which has produced two or three sightings within five to ten miles of each other, they are probably the same animal or at least the same family group. So, the footprints can tell us that. I have a degree in music [laughing] and that is what I know, you talk to a wildlife biologist and they will tell you many more things that the footprints can teach us.

      Do you feel since the PG Film that we have gotten closer to proving the existence of Bigfoot? We are just as far from proof now as we have ever been because the proof is a dead one, there is no other way around it. We can speak to the public and in certain ways that will benefit a Sasquatch. The PG film does not do anything to prove it to the public although it helps validate it to the people who are inclined to believe that these things are real. The PG film is solid evidence, it stands up repeatedly, it is absolutely a Sasquatch in the film. The public though is not going to read Dr. Krantz’s, Dr. Meldrum's, or Bill Munns's books to find out why this is actually true. Proof is out of my control unless a really small one runs out in front of my car [laughing] and I accidentally hit it, which is unlikely.  If it does though, I have a dash cam [laughing]. Actually, almost half of sightings happen on roads while the witnesses are driving.

      What are your current projects and how can people follow what you are doing? We have dozens of projects going on at the NABC. We recently obtained a microscope for hair analysis, we have field study areas, and we are going to create mail campaigns targeting areas where there have been sightings. I don’t push much out to the public anymore due to the hate I get about what I am doing. We do have a museum membership though and members get access to some of the research we are doing. This way our research is being shared with the people who want to follow it.

      I continue to do speaking events, I am trying to be a little less public though. It is good publicity although not good for me personally. It seems that everybody wants to take a piece from me and pretty soon I don’t find that there is anything left for Cliff.  So, I am trying to take a few steps back, do what I do and share my findings with people who are specifically interested in what I am doing instead of the public. Being a public figure has been exceedingly difficult for me psychologically, [and] my mental state suffers. I am a worrier and I get too stressed out sometimes when I am spread too thin. The public appearances are fun though. They bring some interesting things my way and it is good to see friends from various parts of the country. It also helps to have a little extra income. Since my wife and I are owners of the museum, there are months that we don’t take home a paycheck so we can keep the lights on.

      What is your elevator pitch for open-minded skeptics? First, I would congratulate them on being skeptical because there is so much BS out there. Television is almost all lies when it comes to subjects like these. The internet is terrible and most of YouTube is nonsense. Typically, if you hear about the subject, it is because the individual wants you to hear about them and not the animal. I would point out that there is a small amount of compelling evidence and I would encourage them to investigate it. I am not going to do the work for them. I also don’t care what other people think, I am not trying to convince anybody. If they do look into it, that shows that they have an interest in the subject.

      What suggestions do you have for new researchers? I do feel that any serious student of Sasquatch really needs to delve into paleoanthropology, I think that is a prerequisite. My advice for researchers though is to do it because you enjoy it, don’t do it to be successful. Typically, when you go out specifically to look for Bigfoot, you will fail unless you adjust your goals. My advice is to go out to the wilderness specifically where people have seen Bigfoot prior and do something else besides look for them. Go out for another reason; mushroom hunting, fishing, hiking, etc.… If you go out for another reason, you will come back successful most of the time, and maybe Bigfoots show up, maybe they don’t, which is most likely the case. This way you will feel more successful and perhaps more fulfilled. Be prepared for the Bigfoot thing because, at the end of the day, Bigfooting is essentially camping with a purpose. Most people who see them are campers, so go camping. Being outdoors is good for the soul, body, and mind. Look for them, and at the same time, you are going to discover a lot of cool things about other animals, plants, and insects, etc... The more you learn about the environment, the better Bigfooter you are going to be. Enjoy the environment, it is impressive and Bigfoot are one of those amazing things that are out there in it.

      Summary: My concern is them, the Sasquatches, I just don’t care about the people. There are many individuals I like, although people as a whole are not my concern.  I think far too many Bigfooters make it about themselves instead of the animals. They may say, “Look at me, look at what I am doing
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