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            Foreword

          

        

      

    

    
      This second book in the REGENCY LIFE SERIES follows on from REGENCY OVERVIEW, BOOK1, and looks at the typical life of a young man during the regency years.

      This series is a tribute to all historical romance readers and researchers who, like me, love delving into history and discovering as much as possible about past eras. Historical images and texts from the 18th and 19th Centuries are generally free of copyright and therefore fall under Creative Commons and are tagged as PD-150, PD-old-100, PD-Art etc. As much information as possible regarding dates, names, and places is displayed with information and images, and credit given to sources such as museums, libraries, and universities, because Hot Linking is not recommended by Wikipedia and other sources.

      The way I’ve discussed historical facts and displayed the images and information is entirely my own work and wording, and therefore copyrighted by Suzi Love. The Bibliography includes historic sites, museums, universities, libraries etc., plus some of the old books used for research, though the list shows only a small part of my research. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are therefore reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form other than brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews and full credit must be given to the author.

      For more information, please contact the author at Suzi@SuziLove.com.

      DON’T MISS THE NEXT BOOKS IN THIS SERIES.

      SIGN UP FOR MY NEWSLETTER AND GET EARLY NOTIFICATIONS

      OF MY NEW RELEASES.  HERE

      

      Other Books Now Available in the Regency Life Series

      REGENCY LIFE SERIES

      REGENCY OVERVIEW - BOOK 1

      YOUNG GENTLEMAN’S DAY BOOK 2

      OLDER GENTLEMAN’S DAY  - BOOK 3

      YOUNG LADY’S DAY – BOOK 4

      OLDER LADY’S DAY –  BOOK 5

      

      COMING SOON!

      London Tourist

      Bath Tourist

      Horsing Around

      Sporting Fun

      Pugilism (Boxing)

      Theatre Going

      Gambling

      Road Travellers

      Grand Tour

      Fashion 1790 - 1810

      Fashion 1811 - 1830

      Fashion 1831 – 1850

      Fashion Accessories

      Peerage

      Postage

      Carriage 'n Coach

      Being Entertained

      Hospitals 'n Asylums

      Regency Furnishings

      Regency Royalty

      Regency Celebrities

      Children and education

      Christmas

      And….even more to come.
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            Regency Era

          

        

      

    

    
      Strictly speaking, the REGENCY ERA refers to the years between 1811 and 1820 when George IV acted as Prince Regent when his father was unable to remain in power due to his illness, or rather his madness.

      For convenience, the term REGENCY YEARS is used to describe the longer period from the last two years of the Georgian Era (1809-1810), plus the ten years under the Prince Regent (1811-1820), and up until 1837 when Queen Victoria came to the throne.
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      Life for a young man during these years was mainly influenced by the Napoleonic Wars, and whether or not they joined the military to fight Napoleon. Elder sons, especially if they were heirs to titles and wealth, were expected to stay at home and protect the family name and estates. Therefore many younger sons bought commissions and left Britain for whatever part of Europe the British were engaged in battle with Napoleon and his allies.
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        1800s Early British Calvary Officer.

      

      The other factor in a young man’s life was how much contact he had with the Prince Regent. For many, the Prince was in their age group and therefore, those of the highest nobility, had a lot of contact with the reprobate Prince and may have copied his debauched lifestyle. Or perhaps the young man idolized Beau Brummell, the arbiter of fashion in the Regency Era, and until The Beau became bankrupt and fled England, a friend to the Prince Regent.

      And as much of British life, and much of historical fiction, during these years depends on titles and heirs, here is the list of Nobility.
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      PRINCES of the BLOOD ROYAL

      The Sovereign’s sons, brothers, and uncles are styled Princes of the Blood Royal, and have precedency of all other dukes, with the title of Royal Highness, which title was also, by special warrant, in 1816, conferred on the duke of Gloucester, deceased, and, 6th April 1818, on Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg (King of the Belgians).

      FROM: 1840 Debrett's Peerage of the UK

      THE DIFFERENT DEGREES OF NOBILITY IN GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND:

      FIVE LEVELS.

      
        	Dukes

        	Marquesses

        	Earls

        	Viscounts

        	Barons.

      

      To which may be added a sixth, the Archbishops and Bishops, who as spiritual lords are entitled to a seat in the house of peers, and possess for their lives all the faculties and privileges of the peerage.

      FROM:  1828 Debrett's Peerage of the UK

      BENEATH THESE COME THE BARONS

               The rank and precedence of Baronets is immediately after the younger sons of Barons, and before all Knights, whether of the Order or Knights. When the Order of Baronets was first instigated, its numbers were limited to 200. Members were carefully selected from the most wealthy and distinguished families of landed gentry. In the reign of the first Charles, it was the stimulus and reward for devoted loyalty. Later, it was often bestowed as an honorary recompense for sufferings and attachment when royalty was unable or unwilling to give solid remuneration.

      FROM: 1835 Debrett's Baronetage of England

      THE PRIVILEGES OF THE PEERS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

       The nobility of England enjoy many great privileges, the principal of which are as follow:-—

      1. They are free from all arrest for debts, as being the king’s hereditary counsellors. Therefore a peer cannot be outlawed in any civil action and no attachment lies against his Person. This privilege extended also to their members of the lower house, till the year 1770, when their lordships joined the house of commons in a bill for abolishing it.

      2. In criminal causes they are only tried by their peers, who give their verdict, not upon oath as other juries, but only upon their honor: and then a court is fitted up for the purpose in the middle of Westminster hall, at the king’s charge.
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      The young Regency gentleman, or young buck, had very little to do in his day except ensure that he looked the height of fashion and to entertain himself, because no gentleman dirtied his hands with work, other than helping run his family estates or manage finances. Most though, left that to a parent or guardian.

      As he probably didn't crawl into bed until around four or five in the morning, he sleeps late, after which his valet will shave him and help him dress. If he is living in his parent's home, he'll wander down to the breakfast room and call for eggs and ale to help sort his fuzzy mind and prepare him for what is sure to be another long day of carousing. If a young gentleman had money in his pockets from his quarterly allowance, there were plenty of places he could spend it.  

      Gambling was endemic in the Regency years and young men gambled at balls, at Gambling Hells, and at grand houses.
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      All young men liked to think they were top-notch sportsmen so they may visit Gentleman Jackson's boxing rooms to limber up.

      Or perhaps the young buck preferred racing his curricle against his friends, neck or nothing, down the streets. Naturally there would be bets placed on the race because gambling was a way of life for these indolent gents. Other daily pursuits may be a visit to Tattersall's to inspect the horseflesh, ice skating, riding on Rotten Row, and then there was always the five pm parading in Hyde Park to ogle the season's parade of young ladies.  Because ballrooms were always such a crush that it was often impossible to even have a dance with the season's most sort after elegant young ladies.

      To be classed as a gentleman, you needed to have, not only money, but also land. Plus, the longer the land had been in your family, the higher on the social ranking you were.  Not all the young bucks around London were titled, but if one of these young men had both a title and money, then every eligible young girl and her matchmaking mama would be chasing them. Though, as it was supposedly the ambition of most young ladies to 'catch' a husband, in contrast, every young man tried to avoid matrimony until they had sown plenty of wild oats.

      The young man's friends may help him decide what activities they would engage in.  Perhaps they would decide to watch a dogfight or a cockfight.  Or perhaps go and see a mill, where two burly boxers would pummel each other's faces until one was declared winner and bets could be settled.

      Later that night, the rowdy group would head to whatever gambling hell was in vogue where they would pass several hours drinking and playing cards.
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        1826. Set-to at Long’s Hotel, London.

      

      Dark and sordid rooms, smoky interiors, loud and drunken men, and losing your quarter’s allowance from your father were all willingly suffered if a  young man had enticed a buxom wench to sit on his lap and make him forget his woes. And how angry his father would be when he learned his son had gambled away yet another three months of his allowance.
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        1826. Carousing in a Rowdy Den.

      

      Having filled in their morning, the men wander into Town to meet their cronies for luncheon. Thank goodness it's time for a few bottles of claret!!  Just the thing for fixing a hang-over, plus, a great place to discuss how to eke out their never-enough allowances until the young men could beg their long-suffering fathers for a little more spending money.

      Price Egan’s ‘Life In London in 1823 described a young man’s entertainment choices.  ‘ …bit of a stroll,’ in order to get rid of an hour or two. A turn or two in Bond Street, a stroll through Piccadilly, a look in at Tattersall’s, a ramble through Pall Mall, and a strut on the Corinthian path, fully occupied the time until the hour for dinner arrived, when a few glasses of rich wine put them on the path for vice.’ A group of young men would then head to Vauxhall. '‘…if enjoyment is your motto, you may make the most of an evening at Vauxhall, more than at any other
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A Regency Gentloman's Life.
A Cyprian Ball At The Argyll Rooms.
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‘Somerset House, London, U.K.
1808 January Designed and otched by Thomas Rowlandson.
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A Regency Gentleman's Life.
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A Regency Gentleman's Life.
Carousing In A Rowdy Den, London.
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A Regency Gentleman’s Life.
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At Long’s Hotel, Biond Street, London.

Photo Editing By Suzi Love ~ suzilove.com
From: 1826 The English Spy by Robert Cruikshank
via Google Books (PD-150)





OEBPS/images/regency_1800s_early_britishcalvaryofficer_graphic.jpg
Early 1800s
British Cavalry Officer
suzilove.com






