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Historical Origins: Dive into how and when the club was founded, its original name, and the circumstances of its formation.
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○  Arsenal Football Club was originally founded in 1886.

○  It was initially formed by workers at the Royal Arsenal, a munitions factory in Woolwich.

○  The club's original name was Dial Square, named after a sundial at the heart of the Arsenal complex.

○  The club's name was later changed to Royal Arsenal.

○  The founders of Arsenal were David Danskin and Jack Humble.

○  The club's first match was against Eastern Wanderers on December 11, 1886, which they won 6-0.

○  The club became a professional football team in 1891.

○  In 1893, Arsenal became the first club from the South of England to join the Football League.

○  The club changed its name to Woolwich Arsenal in 1893.

○  Financial troubles led to a bankruptcy petition in 1910, but the club was rescued by businessman Henry Norris.

○  Norris moved the club to Highbury, North London in 1913, which caused controversy as it was believed he manipulated the league system to keep Arsenal in the top flight.

○  When it moved to Highbury, the club dropped 'Woolwich' from its name and simply became known as 'Arsenal'.

○  The move to Highbury marked a change in fortunes for Arsenal, as they began to find success on the field.

○  During the First World War, Arsenal's ground at Highbury was used as an Air Raid Precautions centre.

○  In 1925, Arsenal hired Herbert Chapman as their manager who transformed the club into a major force in English football.

○  Under Chapman, Arsenal won its first major trophies – the FA Cup in 1930 and two League Championships in 1931 and 1933.

○  Chapman also introduced the WM formation, a tactical innovation that is widely credited with transforming the modern game.

○  Chapman unfortunately died from pneumonia in 1934, but his legacy lived on in the club.

○  Following Chapman's death, Arsenal went on to win the league in 1934, 1935 and 1938 and the FA Cup in 1936.

○  During the Second World War, Highbury was bombed and the North Bank terrace was destroyed.

○  The club used White Hart Lane, the home of rivals Tottenham Hotspur, for their home games during this period.

○  After the war, Arsenal enjoyed success under Tom Whittaker winning the league in 1948 and 1953, and the FA Cup in 1950.

○  Arsenal's iconic emblem, the cannon, has been part of their logo since their inception but has evolved over time.

○  In 2006, Arsenal moved to a new stadium, Emirates Stadium due to Highbury's limited capacity.

○  The move was financed by long term loans, which heavily influenced the club's transfer policy for many years.

○  Arsenal set a record for the longest unbeaten run in Premier League history with 49 games between May 2003 and October 2004.

○  This achievement earned them the nickname 'The Invincibles'.

○  The club's all-time top scorer is Thierry Henry who scored 228 goals in all competitions.

○  Arsene Wenger managed Arsenal from 1996 to 2018 making him Arsenal's longest serving manager.

○  Under Wenger, Arsenal won three Premier League titles and seven FA Cups.

○  Wenger also led Arsenal to the Champions League final in 2006 but lost to Barcelona.

○  The famous North Bank Stand at Highbury was known as a "Spion Kop" type stand, named after a hill in South Africa where a battle took place during the Boer War.

○  During the 1980s and 1990s, Arsenal was known for its strong defense, epitomized by players like Tony Adams, Steve Bould and Martin Keown.

○  In 1994, Arsenal won the UEFA Cup Winners' Cup under manager George Graham.

○  Despite its origins in the South of England, Arsenal has one of the largest fan bases in the North of England and globally.

○  Arsenal was the first club to feature numbers on their shirts.

○  They were also the first club to have an underground station named after them – Arsenal Tube Station.

○  Arsenal's biggest rivals are Tottenham Hotspur, with whom they contest the North London Derby.

○  The mascot of Arsenal is Gunnersaurus Rex, often just called 'Gunnersaurus'.

○  In 2019, Unai Emery was sacked as manager after a run of poor results and replaced by former player Mikel Arteta.

○  Under Arteta, Arsenal won the FA Cup and Community Shield in 2020.

○  The first match at their new Emirates Stadium was a testimonial for Dennis Bergkamp against Ajax in July 2006.

○  Arsenal's record signing is Nicolas Pepe who was signed for £72 million from Lille in 2019.

○  The club's most successful period came under Arsene Wenger between 1996 and 2004 when they won two Premier League and FA Cup 'doubles'.

○  One of Arsenal's famous fans is Queen Elizabeth II according to former striker, Ian Wright.

○  The club has always been associated with a certain style of football that emphasizes attacking play and keeping possession of the ball.

○  Arsenal has a strong youth development policy and has produced several top players through their academy.

○  Some of the best players to have played for Arsenal include Thierry Henry, Dennis Bergkamp, Tony Adams and Patrick Vieira.

○  Despite their success, Arsenal has often been criticized for their lack of 'big game mentality'.

○  Arsenal is one of the most widely supported clubs in the world with millions of fans in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America and South America.
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