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      To my friends and comrades all over this Earth-ball.

      
        
          [image: Little Hunterman, a small white terrier, peeks over the bottom edge of a red heart, with his rubber duck friend Flynn tucked under his paw.]
        

      

      Especially to those who love me the mostest.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT THE DRAWINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      These pictures were drawn over about eight years, mostly as quick comics and wee-mails on an old iPad, for a small newsletter to family and friends when I was too busy working to visit.

      They were never meant to live together in one book, so the style changes along the way. I chose not to smooth that out. This is how Little Hunterman looked when he was talking to his inner circle—and that’s how I’d like you to meet him here.

      — Hunter Lassal
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            WHAT'S WEE-MAIL?

          

        

      

    

    
      If you’ve ever wondered how my comrades and I stay in the know, here’s how: we use wee-mail, placed wherever a message is needed.

      It’s efficient—easy to leave, quick to revise, and takes but one sniff to read.

      It also makes you look in control: a steady three-leg stance—no wobble. It’s a real balancing feat, so there are bonus points for taking your time.

      That said, wee-mail communication does get its fair share of spam—mostly from cheap dating and walkie services—but you learn to spot and ignore it.

      
        
          [image: Three-panel comic. In the first panel, Little Hunterman sniffs a puddle of dog pee on the wall and floor and says, “I got wee-mail. Hold on, Flynn.” Flynn the rubber duck, riding on his back, answers, “Okay, but hurry.”]
        

      

      
        
          [image: In the second panel, Hunterman sniffs the puddle more intensely, then jumps back; Flynn shouts, “Hey! What’s wrong?”]
        

      

      
        
          [image: In the third panel, Hunterman turns away from the puddle with a disgusted look and shouts, “Spam-wee.”]
        

      

      Recently, though, with growing human impatience, it’s becoming more and more difficult to finish our wee-sentences.

      

      
        
          [image: Little Hunterman, a small white terrier, sits with his back to us beside a messy, broken line of dog pee on a wall, with his rubber duck friend Flynn on the floor. A caption reads “Everyday wee-mail stories,” and he complains that he hates it when others “wee in incomplete sentences.”]
        

      

      But there will always be dogs with too much time on their paws—who go on and on … and never seem to find an ending.

      Unfortunately, that long-windedness is hard to keep up with—and often leads to drinking problems.

      

      
        
          [image: Little Hunterman walks along a wall streaked with one very long continuous line of dog pee, while Flynn rides on his back. In a speech balloon he says that some of his comrades totally love long-running wees.]
        

      

      I should add that I write wee-mail not only for comrades but also for my human friends.

      Humans get a special non-smelly sort of wee-mail they can read on their screen-thingies.

      While it takes more effort to write this kind of mail, you can send extra treats along with it—like dog cartoons.

      It’s rather neat to keep in touch with friends and comrades on the other side of the Earth-ball and send them things.

      If you leave me your wee-mail, I’ll totally answer.

      
        
          [image: Little Hunterman with his back to us and a raised let, leaves a stream of wee that forms a large @ sign on the wall, while Flynn sits on his back and looks at the shape.]
        

      

      If you subscribe to my wees, I’ll also share our first-ever test chapter.

      My human buried it in the backyard a long time ago (possibly because of the gorilla), but I quietly dug it up again and licked it clean.

      
        
          
            [image: Book cover for “Little Hunterman: Because Size Totally Matters—The Long-Lost First Chapter” by Hunter Lassal, showing the small white terrier Little Hunterman sitting with his rubber duck friend Flynn against a textured blue-gray background.]
          
        

        www.littlehunterman.com/get-wees

      

      
        
        It looks good as new, doesn’t it?

        All set. Yay!

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            WHO’S WHO?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Circular portrait of Little Hunterman, a small white terrier with scruffy fur and a purple collar, facing forward.]
        

      

      LITTLE HUNTERMAN

      Little Hunterman is the illustrated version of a rather shy and risk-averse Parson Russell terrier named Hunter.

      Little Hunterman has a keen sense of order. Rules are for following: garbage is for the bin; croissants are for him; rats are for hunting; and everything else should stay the same. Tomorrow should be like yesterday. And the day before yesterday. And the day after tomorrow.

      This way, you know exactly where you stand—leaving room for righteous doggie consternation when things don’t go as expected.

      

      
        
          [image: A portrait of Flynn, the rubber duck]
        

      

      FLYNN (ADMIRAL FLYNN VAN KWIITSCH)

      Flynn, a rubber duck, lost his tail to a young, overexcited Hunterman a few years ago. Since then, afraid of sinking, Flynn keeps clear of anything resembling water, making cleanliness a challenge.

      Hunterman took responsibility for his actions; he not only became Flynn’s best friend and protector but also carries the little rubber duck with him whenever possible.

      Because of the smell, Flynn’s place is on Hunterman’s tail, as far from the sensitive dog's nose as possible.

      Flynn can be an arrogant and self-absorbed little rascal, but we all love him dearly.

      

      
        
          [image: Circular portrait of Lassal, the human, with long dark hair, wearing a blue top with a white V-shaped neckline.]
        

      

      LASSAL-HUMAN

      Lassal-human is an engineer turned artist.

      A few years back, as she tried to step away from nonstop desk work, she met a little Parson Russell terrier and fell in love with him.

      While she used to work for large international agencies and corporations, she now works almost exclusively on Little Hunterman.

      With Little Hunterman in tow, her days are more complicated now, yet far more rewarding.

      

      
        
          [image: Circular portrait of Tony, the human, with short dark hair in a black turtleneck, smiling slightly.]
        

      

      TONY-HUMAN

      Tony-human is an architect and Lassal-human’s partner-in-crime.

      Together, they share the worries and the joys that come with having a Little Hunterman.

      While Lassal-human is the stern one who insists on being the leash-leader, Tony-human lets Hunterman take the lead and pull him along.

      Hunterman loves him dearly for it.

      (And he also loves him for the zombie chases and the extra croissants.)

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE BEGINNINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Whole croissant, starting a visual motif that shows it being gradually eaten over the book.]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A TOTAL INTRODUCTION WEE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Two overlapping pictures: on the left a black-and-white photo of the real Hunter, a small rough-coated terrier looking up at the camera; on the right a black-and-white cartoon of Little Hunterman, his illustrated version, sitting and smiling.]
        

      

      SURPRISE: THERE ARE TWO OF ME!

      Pretty cool, right?

      Seriously, the world is full of mind-boggling mysteries, but how I, a very real Parson Russell terrier, became a fearless cartoon dog is one of the most mind-boggling of them all.

      (Right up there with why we have to put up with evil bath monsters.)

      No one ever figured out whatever-it-was that sparked my human’s idea for my illustrated self (but it must have been Earth-ball-shattering).

      
        
          [image: Lassal sits at a café table holding up a tablet and says, “Oh look, a new drawing app for my tablet! I wonder if it works,” while Hunterman sits on a round cushion opposite her with a coffee cup and croissant on the table between them.]
        

      

      Come to think of it, no one ever figured out why I became obsessed with croissants, either.

      
        
          [image: Close-up of Lassal’s hands holding the tablet, which shows the first drawing of Little Hunterman gazing lovingly at a croissant with a heart above him; an arrow and caption read “FIRST DRAWING!”]
        

      

      Then again, if my human had only drawn me a wee bit bigger—just enough to reach the croissants on my own …

      (And humans wonder why we doggies have to beg.)

      That’s life, I suppose: the bits and pieces are rarely thought through in advance.

      Life is a fill-in-as-you-go kind of thing—bits and pieces included.

      So I try to do just that: fill my life with as much fantastical stuff as I can manage, like thick mud rolls and soaking-long walkies in the rain. The absolute best-ever dog-nose treats I can think of.

      But life did not always smell like this.

      I was still a puppy, barely months old, when I faced my first big-dog decision:

      To comfortably stay with my existing dog family in a safe, predictable, orderly home-place …

      
        
          [image: Dozens of little terriers falling all over each other in a happy chaos.]
        

      

      … or to choose the unknown and follow my new humans into a world of mighty challenges and life-threatening dog dangers.

      Obviously, for a fearless Parson Russell terrier like me, this was

      
      
        
          [image: In a bedroom, Lassal kneels by the bed, lifting the bedspread and saying, “It’s safe to come out now, Hunterman. I’ve finished vacuuming,” while a vacuum cleaner stands nearby and a pair of glowing eyes peek out from under the bed.]
        

      

      
      
        
          [image: Hunterman sleeps curled up inside a cozy igloo-style dog bed, with a small bouncy ball lying just outside on the floor.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: Hunterman and a plush dog toy sit facing an igloo-style dog bed that is stuffed full of toys, while a bone lies on the floor in front of them.]
        

      

      
      
      
        
          [image: The igloo-style dog bed has bars across its entrance and a hanging sign reading “KEEP OUT!!,” with Hunterman resting inside like a guard behind the gate.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
        
          [image: Lassal asleep in her bed with her arm outstreched, reaching into Hunterman’s basket that is sitting on a chair next to her. Hunterman’s paw rests on her hand.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: The igloo-style dog bed is completely covered by a flower-patterned cloth, turning it into a hidden, tent-like cave.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
        
          [image: Little Hunterman pops excitedly into a rectangular frame grinning into the camera calling for destruction.]
        

      

      
      
      
        
          [image: Puppy Hunterman lies play-bowing on the floor amid shredded pieces of toys and asks Flynn the rubber duck, “Are you my new chewy toy?!,” while Flynn, looking alarmed, says, “Oh-oh!”]
        

      

      
      
        
          [image: Hunterman is blasted backward onto his back paws in surprise as Flynn lets out an enormous unreadable squeaky sound effect, with scraps of destroyed toys scattered around them.]
        

      

      
      
      
        
          [image: Flynn stands with his little wings crossed, scowling in a Napoleon-style hat, and says, “Bah, humbug!”]
        

      

      
      
      
      
      
        
          [image: A picture showing the sun and the moon with a rotating Earth in the middle, half in darkness and half in sunlight.]
        

      

      
      
      
      
        
          [image: Under the caption “Daytime watch setup,” Little Hunterman stands alert in the grass while Flynn naps on the tip of his raised tail, snoring “ZZZZZZZZ.”]
        

      

      
      
        
          [image: Under the caption “Nighttime watch setup,” Little Hunterman sleeps on a pillow, snoring, while Flynn sits awake at the edge of the pillow like a tiny guard reading a book.]
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