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This book is a tribute to the beautiful game, to the players who've bled for it, the coaches who've lived and breathed it, the fans who've stood through every high and low, and to those who've lost their lives to it. Football is more than just a sport – it's a community, a culture, and a way of life. In these pages, we'll celebrate the triumphs, relive the memories, and honour those who've paid the ultimate price. This is why we love football.

To my brother and my little sister – thank you for your unwavering support. To Grandpa, I'm forever grateful for the role you played in my life as a father figure. To my late Grandmother, thank you for being in my life. I wish you were here to witness this book. I love and miss you. To my Mother, I'm grateful for you being in my life. You've been my best friend, father, mentor – you've played so many roles and I've felt your love and support every step of the way. Thank you for everything, Mom. I'm blessed to have you.

​
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Football is first.

First amongst sports themselves,

First amongst the world's popular cultural forms.  


-  Carlos Monsiváis
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In a world where sports bring people together like nothing else can, one game stands tall as the most beloved, the most thrilling, and the most universal- Football, soccer, fútbol, calcio or futebol whatever you call it has emerged as the undisputed champion of global attention. The beautiful game has captured the hearts and minds of billions, leaving the church in its dust. Who knew that kicking a ball around could be more appealing than, you know, saving souls? I mean, can you imagine the church trying to compete with football's fanbase? “Hey, come to our Sunday service and watch some riveting PowerPoint presentations!” VS. “Hey, come watch the World Cup and see some of the most skilled athletes in the world kick a ball around!” And don't even get me started on the attendance numbers. 1 billion people attending church services weekly sounds impressive until you realise that's roughly the same number of people who watch a single football match. So, what's behind football's staggering popularity? Is it the thrill of victory? The agony of defeat? The debate between Messi or Ronaldo? Or something deeper? Perhaps football has become a substitute for religion, offering a sense of community, purpose, and transcendence that traditional institutions can no longer provide. Whatever the reason, one thing is clear: football has become the new religion of the masses. 

Football is the most widely played and followed sport globally, with an estimated 3,5 billion fans worldwide. It's a sport that transcends borders, languages, and cultures, uniting billions of fans across the globe in a shared passion that's hard to explain, yet impossible to deny. If you've ever felt your heart race as the clock winds down in a close game, or if you've ever cheered alongside thousands of fans at a stadium, you know the power that football holds over us. Football is more than just a game - it's a way of life. It's a passion that pulses through our veins, a fire that burns in our hearts, and a love that unites us all. From the Sun-kissed beaches of South America to the bustling cities of Asia, from the dusty streets of Africa to the state-of-the-art stadiums of Europe, football is the language that speaks directly to the heart.  It's a game that evokes emotions, creates memories, and inspires greatness like no other. The game spread rapidly throughout the world, with the FIFA World Cup, the most widely viewed and followed sporting event in the world, being first held in 1930. The FIFA World Cup has superseded the Olympics as the spectacle of all spectacles. Today, Football is played in over 200 countries, with millions of players and fans worldwide. Football is a game that requires skill, strategy, and physical fitness. Players like Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, the king of soccer Pelé, and Diego Maradona have become legends of the game, known for their exceptional dribbling skills, goal-scoring ability, impossible savings from goalkeepers, and vision on the field. The game is also a showcase for tactical genius, with coaches like Pep Guardiola, Johan Cruyff, Jose Mourinho, Carlos Ancelotti, and Sir Alex Ferguson renowned for their innovative approaches to the game. Football is a game of high and lows, with moments of triumph and heartbreak often occurring in the same match. The thrill of scoring a goal ,the agony of conceding one, and the drama of a penalty shootout are all part of the emotional rollercoaster that is football. With its rich history, captivating gameplay, and iconic players, football has earned its place as the world's most popular sport. 
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Whether you're a die-hard fan or a casual observer, the beautiful game has something for everyone- drama, tears, egos, skills, and excitement. The English Premier League, La Liga, and the UEFA are among the most popular leagues and competitions, attracting massive global audiences. The sport has several global sponsors, including top brands like Nike, Adidas, and Coca-Cola, which invest heavily in the sport. Football's global media rights are highly valuable, with top leagues and competitions selling their rights to broadcasters worldwide. In the three most populous nations of the earth - United States, India, and China, where twenty something years ago football held a very peripheral place in the sporting and popular cultural landscape- it has arrived for good. Football's arrival is like a flavorful dish that leaves a lasting craving - once tasted, its recipe is forever sought, and its presence, forever felt. When football arrives in your country, its impact is palpable and permanent. It's like savouring a delectable dish that leaves you craving for more - you'll want to possess the recipe forever, so you can relish its flavour whenever you desire. Just as a mouthwatering cuisine can capture your taste buds, football captivates your heart and soul, leaving an indelible mark that lasts a lifetime. India, a nation obsessed with cricket, has slowly but surely embraced football. The Indian Super League has brought in international stars, and the country has made progress in international competitions, including the Asian Cup. The United States, traditionally a stronghold of American football, baseball, and basketball, has witnessed a seismic shift in the sporting landscape. Football, or soccer, has firmly taken root, and its popularity continues to soar. Major League Soccer (MLS) has experienced unprecedented expansion, and now they have the world's greatest player, Lionel Messi. Meanwhile, the US Women's National Team has emerged as a global powerhouse, amassing an impressive array of titles. This phenomenon underscores a fundamental truth: once football takes hold, its presence becomes indelible - it will never relinquish its grip. In China the party has made the game the measure of the nation's development. The Chinese Super League has attracted top players and coaches, and the country has made significant strides in international competitions.

Football's unifying power extends beyond the pitch, into our daily lives. It breaks language barriers, as the game is a universal language understood by all, regardless of spoken tongue. Football transcends cultures, as people from diverse backgrounds come together to play and love the game, fostering mutual respect and understanding. The game bridges generations, connecting parents, children, and grandparents through their shared passion. International football competitions bring countries together, promoting global unity and friendly rivalry. Football provides a common ground, helping to build relationships and friendships among people from different walks of life. Supporting a team gives fans a sense of identity and belonging, connecting them to a larger community. Football inspires hope and dreams, providing a platform for young players to chase their aspirations. Local football clubs and initiatives bring people together, promoting social cohesion and community spirit. No matter where you live, it's extremely likely that you or one of your family members is a fan of football.

From the dusty streets of Africa to the bustling cities of Asia, Europe, and the Americas, football's popularity knows no bounds. Football's reach is unparalleled, transcending borders, cultures, and generations. It's a common thread that weaves together families, communities, and nations. Whether you're from a small village or metropolis, football's presence is felt everywhere. In homes, around the world, football is a shared passion that brings families together. Parents and children, siblings and cousins, all unite in their love for the beautiful game. Sunday afternoons are spent gathered around the TV, cheering on their favourite teams, and debating the latest. Imagine a world where strangers become family, where rivals become friends, and where the impossible become possible. Imagine a world where dreams are chased, legends are born, and champions are made. This is the world of football, a realm where the beautiful game reigns Supreme, captivating our hearts, minds, and souls. Football has long been more than just a game; it's an emotional sanctuary, a refuge from the trials and tribulations of everyday life. For millions, the beautiful game offers a welcome escape from reality, a chance to temporarily forget their worries and immerse themselves in a world of passion, excitement, drama, and community.

We know the reason why we love football. We love football for a multitude of reasons, and if you ask any fan, they'll eagerly share their own personal motivations. For some, it's the legendary players who have shaped the sport - icons like Pelé, Maradona, Zidane, Beckham, Ibrahimovic, Neuer, Neymar, Modrić, Kroos, Iniesta, Xavi, Messi, and Ronaldo, who inspire awe and admiration. Others are drawn to the thrilling tournaments, like the FIFA World Cup, which captivates audiences with its unpredictable drama, chaos, and emotional highs and lows. The poetic commentary of legendary voices like William Shakespeare of football adds to the magic, making the game sound like a symphony of excitement. Who wouldn't want to be part of the electric atmosphere at iconic stadiums like the Bernabéu, Camp Nou, or Signal Iduna Park? We love the tactical battles, skillful plays, and heroic saves that showcase the beauty of the game. Football brings us together, creating lifelong friendships and memories across borders and cultures. Its simplicity and complexity, laughter and tears, keep us invested and connected to the players, teams, and fans. Who wouldn't want to watch the volley's goals or the bicycle kick goals or the siiiii celebration. Who would want to miss the opening ceremony or closing ceremony or the FIFA World Cup Finals? We love football because it's a game of moments, moments that can change the course of history, moments that can make or break a team's season, moments that can etch themselves in our memories forever. We love football because it's a game of emotions, emotions that can swing from elation to despair in the blink of an eye, emotions that can bring us together in a shared experience of joy or heartbreak. We love football because it's a game of skill and artistry, a game where the beautiful and the sublime can coexist with the brutal and the mundane. 

We love football because it's a game of drama and intrigue, a game where the script can be rewritten in an instant, a game where the underdog can become the hero. We love football because it's a game of community and belonging, a game where we can find our tribe, our identity, our sense of purpose. We love football because it's a game that can transcend borders and languages, cultures and generations, a game that can speak to us in a universal language that we can all understand. We love football because it brings us together. Who wouldn't want to make friends from different countries creating lifelong memories. We love football for its simplicity, its complexity, and its ability to make us laugh, cry and cheer. I mean who wouldn't want to witness the magic of a perfectly weighted pass, the thrill of a solo goal, or the agony of a last-minute defeat, the agony of a penalty shootout? Football's emotional rollercoaster keeps us on the edge of our seats, invested in the outcome, and connected to the players, teams and fans. The game has given us unforgettable moments: the “Hand of God,” the “Impossible Goal,” and the “ miracle of Istanbul.” This is why we love football - for its beauty, its drama, and its ability to make us feel alive.

We Know The Reason Some Do Not Love Football. Football is a chaotic game with lots of stoppages, lots of shouting, and lots of crashing into each other but not like in rugby. While football has its die-hard fans, there are also those who just can't seem to get into it. So, what's holding them back? For some, it's the low-scoring nature of the game. Unlike basketball, where points can rack up quickly, football's scorelines are often modest - 1-0, 4-2 or even 4-0. And then there's the issue of ties. For some, a draw is seen as a waste of time, a failure to deliver a clear winner. Others are put off by the ticking clock. In football, time keeps moving, even when the ball is out of bounds or a player is given a red card. This can make the game feel slow and disjointed. Some people simply find football boring. They see it as a monotonous, uneventful activity where players run back and forth, chasing a ball for 90 minutes. The downtime between plays, the frequent stoppages, and the lack of high-scoring action can make it hard to stay engaged. There is lots of crying in football unlike in baseball. Tom Hanks warned baseball fans that “there's no crying in baseball,” but no one has ever told that to football fans and players. Football has no touchdowns, no Slam dunks, no knockout punch, and no breakaway goal. There is no home run, no ace, no wickets, no basket, no advantage/Deuce scoring and no finish line. There are goal line, bicycle kick, scissor kicks, back of the net, blocked shots, penalties, kick saves, volleys, dribbling, tackles, solo runs, free kicks, and VAR. Football has a lot of drama. Football matches often feature dramatic moments, such as comebacks, upsets, and last-minute goals, keeping fans on the edge of their seats. 
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You can't truly love the game without knowing its rich and fascinating history. From Ancient civilizations to modern-day marvels, football has evolved over time... like a fine wine that only gets better with age. Football origins stretch back thousands of years, weaving a tapestry of cultures, civilizations, and empires. Football before the pitch was circled with fences and turnstiles, before the earth was circled with television, satellites, before giant screen and action replays. Records trace the origins of the sport back more than 2,000 years ago to ancient China, Greece and Rome, where the “ ball” was made of rock or animal hide stuffed with hair. The game has its roots in ancient civilizations, where games involving kicking a ball into a goal were played for recreation, religious rituals, and even as a form of warfare. There have even been suggestions it dates even further back to old Mesoamerican cultures- but “football” or “soccer” as we know has its roots in 19th century England. The earliest form of football is understood to be “ Cuju” translates literally as ‘Kick- ball’ and the aim of the game was to kick the ball into a net. In ancient Greece, too, a game similar to football existed which was called ‘episkyros.’ The name of the game means ‘common ball’ and it involved two teams of players ( with numbers comparable to football) with one ball. Notably, though, players were allowed to use their hands. ‘Episkyros’ was frequently violent in nature and it is believed to be related somewhat to the later ancient Roman game ‘harpastum,’ which means ‘carried away.’ So we can see that a lot of different football games spawned across the world and changed over time. As the Roman Empire declined, football-like games continued to be played throughout Europe during the Middle Ages. However, it wasn't until the 12th century that modern football began to take shape. In England, games like "Mob Football" and "Folk Football" were played, which involved large numbers of players and were often violent and chaotic.

Who unleashed the beautiful chaos of football upon the world, and where did the first ball start rolling in a journey that would capture the hearts of billions? Football fans will always ask: Who's the genius behind the beautiful game and where did football come from? while others will ask: Who's to blame for this crazy obsession and where did this madness all kick off? Who's responsible for this sporting insanity and where did it all go wrong? There can be many questions but there is always one answer to this question. The modern version of football was formalised in England in the mid-19th century, with the establishment of the football Association in 1863. Do you know how long ago 1863 was? It was long before iPhones, radio, and television. It was before ice cream cones, Tacos, cornflakes, Banana splits and before sushi can you imagine? But it was also before air conditioning, vacuum cleaners, before the song “Hello” by Adele, Coca-Cola and Pepsi.

How long ago? Before credit cards, and the paper clip. Pelé wasn't born. Albert Einstein hadn't developed the theory of relativity. The first X-ray image hadn't been taken. The first escalator hadn't been built. That year, 1863, there were no modern Olympics and basketball. Baseball had not been conceived. The boxing heavyweight championship hadn't been established, the Wimbledon tennis tournament hadn't been opened to professionals. But in 1863, already, there was football, the beautiful game that united the world. By that time there were football clubs Aston Villa, Blackburn Rovers and Bolton Wanderers. The FA created standardised rules for the game, which were adopted by other countries and led to the spread of football worldwide. Football was mainly played by amateur teams, with players often being members of wealthy clubs or public schools. The first official football game which followed the rules of the game as we know it today was played on 19 December 1863, between Barnes FC and Richmond FC and finished as a 0-0 draw. The style of play that emerged from this was quickly adopted across the country and eventually transported around the world. A key figure in the history of football is Ebenezer Cobb Morley, known as the “father of football.” He was the founder of Barnes FC and its Captain for many years and he played a crucial role in creating the football into the game we all know today. 

As the modern rules of football took hold in England, the game began to spread rapidly across the globe. For a long time, football was mainly a British sport, but gradually, the game spread to central Europe and beyond. In 1889, countries like Denmark and the Netherlands were the first outside of the UK to form their own football associations. British sailors, soldiers, and traders introduced the game to distant lands, where it quickly gained popularity. In Europe, the game spread quickly, with countries like Spain, Italy, and Germany adopting the sport. In the 19th century, only a few national football teams existed, England and Scotland among them. The first international match between European countries was played between England and Scotland in 1872. Germany has been represented in international football competitions since 1908, while the first US national soccer team was constituted in 1885. Early soccer leagues in the US mostly adopted the name ‘football’ for their activities, but confusion between American football and association football resulted in the term ‘soccer’ being used to describe the latter in the 1910s and early 1920s. Two professional soccer leagues were started in 1967, the United Soccer Association and the National Professional Soccer League, which merged to form the North American Soccer League in 1968. Interest in soccer within the United States  continued to grow and, as part of the United States’ bid to host the 1994 FIFA World Cup, US soccer pledged to create a professional outdoor league. Major League Soccer duly launched in 1996.

The modern version of football was shaped by several key figures, including Richard Mullock, who invented the first football cleats in 1891, and Charles Miller, who introduced the game to Brazil in 1894. In South America, football became a passion, with Argentina and Uruguay emerging as early powerhouses. The first international match in the region was played between Argentina and Uruguay in 1889. In Europe, the game was popularised by the English Football Association, which established the FA Cup in 1871. The competition was the first of its kind and was soon followed by the establishment of the League Championship in 1888. The first international football match was played in 1872, between England and Scotland. The game was a friendly match and was played at Hamilton Crescent in Glasgow. The match was a significant milestone in the development of football, as it marked the beginning of international competition. The early years of international football were marked by friendly matches between teams from different countries. However, as the game grew in popularity, the need for a more formalised international competition became apparent. Football's introduction to Africa was a gradual process, facilitated by British colonialists, missionaries, and traders. The first recorded match took place in South Africa in 1862, when British soldiers stationed in Cape Town played a game against local civilians. 

In West Africa, British sailors and traders introduced the game to coastal towns like Lagos and Accra. In East Africa, missionaries brought football to schools and communities in present-day Kenya and Tanzania. Initially, football was played by European expatriates and African elites, who had access to education and Western influences. However, the game soon spread to the broader population, with locals adapting rules and styles to suit their own cultures. In South Africa, the first football club, Pietermaritzburg County Football Club, was established in 1879. In Egypt, the first club, Ahly Sporting Club, was founded in 1907. As the game gained popularity, regional competitions emerged, such as the South African Football Association (founded in 1892) and the Egyptian Football Association (founded in 1921). As colonialism expanded, football spread to more African countries. British, French, Portuguese, and Belgian colonists introduced the game to their respective territories, often using it as a tool for social control and cultural assimilation. In West Africa, the Gold Coast (now Ghana) and Nigeria became football hotbeds, with the first Ghanaian club, Accra Hearts of Oak, founded in 1911. In East Africa, Kenya and Uganda established their own football associations in the 1920s. North Africa saw the emergence of powerful teams like Egypt's Al Ahly and Zamalek, while South Africa's football scene continued to grow, with the establishment of the South African Football Association in 1932. The game also reached Central Africa, with the Belgian Congo (now Democratic Republic of Congo) and French Congo (now Republic of Congo) developing their own football traditions. Following World War II, African countries began to assert their independence, and football became a symbol of national pride. The Confederation of African Football (CAF) was formed in 1957, with the first Africa Cup of Nations held in 1957. National teams emerged, with Egypt, Ethiopia, and South Africa being among the first to compete internationally. The 1960s saw the rise of legendary teams like Ghana's Black Stars and Nigeria's Super Eagles. Football became a powerful force for unity and identity across Africa, transcending colonial borders and linguistic divisions.

In the late 19th century, football was a sport on the rise, with various countries and regions developing their own rules and competitions. 

In the post-World War II era, football experienced rapid growth and globalisation. The European Cup, now known as the Champions League, was established in 1955, and African and Asian countries started to make their mark on the international stage. The late 20th century saw significant developments, including the Dutch Total Football revolution of the 1970s, the rise of international icons like Diego Maradona and Paolo Rossi in the 1980s, and the founding of the Premier League in 1992. The Champions League was rebranded in 1992, and the FIFA World Player of the Year award was introduced in 1991. The century also saw the expansion of the World Cup to 32 teams in 1998, and the establishment of the first Africa Cup of Nations in 1957, the first European Championship in 1960, and the first Copa Libertadores in 1960. Legendary players, coaches, and teams defined the century, leaving an indelible mark on the sport. The 20th century laid the foundation for modern football, paving the way for the global phenomenon we know today. The 1990s saw significant changes in football, with the introduction of new technologies, changes in player transfer rules, and the rise of the Premier League. The Champions League was rebranded and expanded, becoming a premier club competition. 
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The 2000s saw the emergence of new football powers, with countries like Spain, Germany, and Italy experiencing success in international competitions. The rise of superclubs like Barcelona, Manchester United, and Real Madrid transformed the sport, with massive investments in player talent and infrastructure. The 2010s saw the impact of social media, advanced analytics, and increased global connectivity on football. The sport became more accessible, with live streaming and online platforms expanding its reach.The 2010s also saw a surge in popularity, with record-breaking attendance, viewership, and participation. Women's football has become a global phenomenon, with increased investment, recognition, and equality. The contemporary game is marked by intense competition, with top clubs and countries investing heavily in talent and technology. The rise of the Chinese Super League and the growth of women's football have added new dimensions to the sport. Today, football is one of the most popular sports in the world, played by millions of people at all levels, from amateur clubs to professional leagues. The game continues to evolve, with advances in technology, changes in rules and regulations, and growing concerns about player safety and social responsibility. 
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The tournament that made us love football even more... like the iconic FIFA World Cup, where nations clash, heroes are made, and champions are born. Who needs a football pitch when you can play on the biggest stage or play for global supremacy? Who needs the Olympics when you can watch the best players kicking a ball? The FiFA world cup is the most widely viewed and followed sporting event in the world. Every four years, the world cup brings together millions of fans from around the globe, all cheering on their favourite teams and players. There is something special about the FIFA World Cup that captivates audiences and inspires a sense of wonder. From the opening ceremony to the final whistle, the tournament's drama, and skill. The World Cup showcases the best of football, with the world's top players competing for the ultimate prize. The birth of the FIFA World Cup is a story that dates back to the early 20th-century.  In 1904, the world was a vastly different place. Many things we take for granted today did not exist back then. Communication was limited, and news travelled slowly. There were no televisions, radios, or internet to broadcast news and updates. Computers, smartphones,and telephones were non-existent. People used typewriters to communicate and did calculations by hand. On 21 May 1904 the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) was founded in Paris. Love them or loathe them today, FIFA have been integral to the growth and globalisation of the ‘beautiful game’. At that time, football was already a popular sport in many parts of the world, but there was no international competition that brought together the best teams from different countries. FIFA’s founding was a way of formalising, across the world, the work begun by the Football Association back in 1863. This was then followed by the first-ever international football match held at Hamilton Crescent, Glasgow, between Scotland and England in 1872. By 1904, there was a European hunger for coordination of football; however, the home nations of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales rejected the idea. Holt describes the English attitude as ‘proud and insular’, refusing to join the new federation, despite FIFA’s own admission that Netherlands FA secretary Carl Hirschman had approached the English FA’s secretary, FJ Wall, to help lead the new organisation. When Scotland, Ireland and Wales followed England’s lead to protect their game from foreign influence, the prospective new European association was dealt a blow. However, despite these disappointing rejections, many national associations did agree to unite together. In total seven countries founded FIFA in May 1904: France, Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Sweden, Denmark and Switzerland were at the meeting whilst Germany also joined from afar by telegram. Robert Guérin, a French journalist for Le Matin newspaper, was elected the first president of FIFA. The decision was reported in British newspapers, The Sportsman commenting that ‘the new Federation is bound to play an important part in the future’ of football, how right they were! It was decided by September 1905 (after England had finally joined) that matches were to be played according to the ‘Laws of the Game of the Football Association Ltd’. Each national association would also pay an annual membership fee of 50 French francs. Significantly, only FIFA could organise official international matches and so their influence began to grow further. 

By the beginning of the First World War in 1914, many more had joined the fray, with South Africa, Canada, USA, Argentina and Chile making FIFA truly global. It would not be until 1930, though, that the first World Cup would take place, but that is for the future. In the 1920s, the idea of creating an international football tournament began to take shape. The first attempt was the Olympic Games, which included football as one of the sports in 1900 and 1908. However, the Olympic Games were not exclusively a football tournament, and the competition was limited to amateur teams. In 1928, the FIFA congress voted to create a separate international football tournament, which would be called the world cup. The tournament has a rich history, dating back to 1930, and has grown to become one of the best, most widely viewed and followed sporting events in the world. Today, FIFA’s reach is of course immense. Its motto is ‘For the Game. For the World’ has seen football spread across the globe, with 211 national associations members of the organisation. The World Cup has been hosted 21 times in 17 different countries, on five different continents – eight different nations (in their current form) lifting the glorious title.  In 2022 Qatar will play host to a winter World Cup. The controversial decision to hand it to the state has been questioned, scrutinised and investigated, but it does undoubtedly show a desire to spread the beautiful game far and wide. FIFA now hosts tournaments for both men’s and women’s football in Under-17, Under-20, Senior and Olympic categories. In recent years this has expanded into more modern areas, such as the FIFA Futsal World Cup, the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup and even the FIFA eWorld Cup (for video gamers). 21 May 1904, though, will remain ingrained in the history of the game as the day the march towards global integration of football began.

The FiFA world cup was held in Uruguay in 1930, with 13 teams participating from Europe and Americas. The tournament was a groundbreaking event that brought together teams from different parts of the world, and it was won by the host team, Uruguay. Over the years, the world cup has grown in size and popularity, with more teams participating and more fans watching from around the world. In 1950, the tournament was held in Brazil, and it was won by Uruguay again. In 1954, the tournament was held in Switzerland, and it was won by West Germany. In 1966, the tournament was held in England, and it was won by the host team. In 1970, the tournament was held in Mexico, and it was won by Brazil. In 1974, the tournament was held in West Germany, and it was won by the host team. In 1982, the tournament was held in Spain, and it was won by Italy. In 1986, the tournament was held in Mexico, and it was won by Argentina. In 1990, the tournament was held in Italy, and it was won by West Germany. In 1994, the tournament was held in the United States, and it was won by Brazil. In 1998, the tournament was held in France, and it was won by the host team. In 2002, the tournament was held in South Korea and Japan, and it was won by BrazilIn 2006, the tournament was held in Germany, and it was won by Italy. In 2010, the tournament was held in South Africa, and it was won by Spain. In 2014, the tournament was held in Brazil, and it was won by Germany. In 2018, the tournament was held in Russia, and it was won by France. The 2022 World Cup was held in Qatar, it was the first time a world cup was hosted in the Middle East and it was won by Argentina. 

The world cup belongs to everyone. Even a country that isn't yours can move you. Maybe you became an Argentina fan at the 2022 World cup final because you like Messi or a France fan because of Ronaldo. Maybe you cheer for England because you think now it's time for  “football is coming home.” Or a Croatia fan at the 2018 world cup, a central European nation of just four million. This tournament made us love sports even more because it brings fans of football and non fans of football. From 1930 until today the world cup has given us some things to talk about and debates and argue about from the hand of God goal of Maradona to Messi winning a world cup. The fifa world cup has given us some of the most iconic moments in sports history, etching them into our collective memory forever. These moments have not only defined the tournament but have also contributed to our passion and love for football. The FIFA World Cup is a tournament like no other. There have been so many great goals, own goals, saved penalties and hat-trick, and so many memorable celebrations, but also innumerable contentious calls and infamous fouls. There are moments in this tournament that are not easy to forget them and not think about them even today. 

The 1930 World Cup kicked off with a bang, despite some initial hiccups. The construction delay at the Centenario forced the schedule to be hastily rearranged, and Uruguay would not open the tournament. The World Cup instead began with France taking on Mexico on July 13 at the Estadio Pocitos. It took place at the same time as the United States–Belgium match, and it was a chilly winter day with snowflakes in the air. Only 4,000 fans showed up, but they witnessed history as Lucien Laurent scored the tournament's first goal, leading France to a 4-1 victory. Laurent later recalled the moment in an interview, describing how he volleyed the ball into the corner of the net. He couldn't have imagined the significance of that goal, as the World Cup was still in its infancy. Two days later, France faced off against Argentina at Parque Central. Laurent was unable to score again, thanks to a tough tackle from Argentina's Luis Monti. The match was marked by controversy when the referee ended the game six minutes early, sparking a heated protest from the French players. Argentina went on to win the group, thanks largely to the impressive form of center forward Guillermo Stábile. He scored five goals in two games, including a hat-trick against Mexico, and became a key player for the rest of the tournament. Stábile's teammates remembered him as a leader on and off the field. 

Goooooal......wait, never mind.
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The 2018 world cup became the first to use video assistant referee (VAR), which led to an increase in correct calls over human refs. From a centralised location in Moscow, the VAR team had access to all broadcast cameras in addition to two offside cameras. The team reviews the plays and remains in contact with the referee via an earpiece. The referee still made the final decision. The use of instant replay was used in just four cases during the course of a match to determine the validity of a goal, in the awarding of a penalty kick, on direct red- card incidents, or in a case where the referee may have given a red or yellow card to the wrong player. Some players, coaches and fans praise it and some hate it. VAR it's not a money so we can't love it all. This is the moment I will never forget in football when they introduce it to the  world cup. It's a handball, the next thing it's a penalty. Video Assistant Referees (VAR) – probably one of the most talked-about things in football since 2018, and the culmination of years of debate. Video technology is now well used in sports throughout the world: tennis, cricket, American football, rugby league, rugby union, field hockey and ice hockey too. 

Football had long been resistant to the introduction of video referrals that could overrule the on-pitch match official. However, in the 2010 World Cup, after Frank Lampard had a clearly legitimate goal ruled out against Germany, goal-line technology was developed and introduced. This was successful and swept across each country’s association, mainly due to the lack of noticeability during a game – a simple watch the referee wore to let him know if a goal had been scored. Video replays though? Far, far more controversial! Video technology was first trialled by the Dutch Football Association (KNVB) in the 2012/13 Eredivisie season, but only in mock trials. The USA then took on the system in 2016 reserve matches, the first red and yellow cards being issued because of it. A friendly between France and Italy in September 2016 became the first international match to use the system in more trials, before the Australian A-League took the step to use it in the first competitive top-flight fixture in the world. MLS adopted the system likewise in their 2017 campaign, and Russia’s FIFA Confederations Cup in June 2017 also used the developing system. Bundesliga (Germany) and Serie A (Italy) agreed to use VAR for the 2017/18 season before the big confirmation came that the 2018 World Cup in Russia would feature video assistants. With the International FootballAssociation Board (IFAB) officially writing VAR into the rules of the game, in Britain plenty of fans, journalists and ex-pros alike were still unconvinced. The first use in the UK came in a January 2018 FA Cup clash between Brighton and Crystal Palace. 

The debate surrounded the extent to which VAR could be used, the four calls detailed as: goals featuring offsides or fouls, penalty decisions, direct red card decisions (second yellow cards not being reviewable) or mistaken identity in awarding a red or yellow card. The problem many fans had was the length of time reviews were taking at pitchside monitors and the confusion it caused in the stadiums. José Mourinho commented in February 2018, ‘The referees should decide on VAR. Do they feel happy with it? Do they want some technical help? Or do they still want to live with the human mistakes they make?’ So we come to the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia. VAR would be the biggest tournament talking point with the phrase ‘clear and obvious error’ ringing in everyone’s ears. This was to be the point at which reviews would take place. The men watching in the booths in Moscow (in full refereeing kit too) would communicate with the on-pitch official to recommend he review a decision. For the most part, VAR seemed to be a success, reviews done quickly allowing errors to be corrected. It was reported after the group stages: ‘335 incidents were checked – nearly seven per game – with 14 onfield reviews made by referees and three reviews made by the VAR team on factual decisions.’ It was stated that referees called ‘95 per cent’ of incidents correctly without the intervention of VAR, but with VAR included it ‘improved the success rate to 99.3 per cent’. Debate about VAR still continues to rage. Some fans expect instant perfection and when VAR does not provide that, it is therefore seen as a failure. Some fans also believed calls had become too ‘soft’ in 2018, a handball during a match between Portugal and Iran led to players agreeing with this. However, VAR is seemingly here to stay across the footballing world and has helped correct many ‘clear and obvious errors’ since 2018, as well as many more minor errors too. 

On 15 November 2018, after a number of poor refereeing decisions that would otherwise have been VAR adjusted, the Premier League became the last of Europe’s top-five leagues to confirm its introduction from the 2019/20 season. In the opening months of the 2019/20 campaign, criticism was thrown at the system by fans. English referees separated themselves from their European counterparts by setting a ‘high bar’ for VAR intervention, meaning many incidents were left ‘uncorrected’ in spectators’ eyes. Combined with marginal (yet correct) offside calls, and goals being ruled out minutes after they were scored, opinion still remains divided on technology’s introduction to football. Liverpool midfielder James Milner summed up the thoughts of many in October 2019: ‘Goal-line technology is incredible. Instant decision. Black and white. But it’s very hard to use VAR when you’ve still got opinions on the decisions.’ Milner’s main complaint was that the ‘atmosphere is being ruined’, with sides scoring but celebrations, the ‘explosion of noise’, being halted by waiting for VAR’s final call. In November 2019 referees’ chief Mike Riley acknowledged there is ‘still a long way to go’ before VAR can be considered a complete success. As he says, ‘we will all be debating VAR until we become accustomed to it’. VAR – here to stay and certainly a major moment in the history of the beautiful game!

The Infamous Head-Butt
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Who can forget Zinedine Zidane's head-butt heard 'round the world? The ultimate example of 'if you can't beat 'em, head-butt 'em.’ July 9, 2006, will forever be etched in the annals of football history as the day Zinedine Zidane's temper got the better of him. The final moments of Zinedine Zidane’s international career were unlike any other. But Zidane was a player unlike any other. FIFA World Cup winner. European champion. UEFA Champions League winner. Serie A and La Liga title holder. Three-time FIFA World Player of the Year. These are just the highlights of one of the greatest players to ever grace the game. And just as the man affectionately known as ‘Zizou’ had a second global triumph within touching distance, a rush of blood to the head changed the path of history.With the Germany 2006 final between France and Italy deep into extra-time and the teams locked together at 1-1, Les Bleus’ captain inexplicably lost his trademark poise, composure and grace with an infamous moment of madness, which remains just as shocking 16 years on. 

Zidane and Marco Materazzi had been in close proximity all match – naturally so for France’s playmaker and Italy’s centre-back. They came together again just inside the Italy area in the 110th minute, with Materazzi touch-tight to his opponent, an arm thrown around and across Zidane’s chest from behind. Contact, yes, but part and parcel of every game. The ball is cleared by Gennaro Gattuso. Words are traded between the two as they jog out of the box and back towards midfield. There’s no indication of the incendiary incident which is about to occur. Zidane even has a smile on his face as the exchanges continue. Then, in a heart-beat, everything changes. Zidane turns, plants his golden boots firmly in the turf, shoulder-width apart, lowers his head and drives it powerfully into the chest of the advancing Materazzi, who is sent tumbling backwards onto the Olympiastadion turf. Around Zidane, the immediate aftermath of the shocking clash is strangely subdued. He stands isolated, alone. With the referee and the majority of the players following the path of the ball upfield, most did not witness what occurred. There is no melee around the Frenchman, no jostling, no attempts at retribution. Goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon is one of the few to eventually approach Zidane, having initially sprinted from his area to remonstrate with the assistant. Gattuso follows, but even the normally combustible midfielder remains calm. Finally, the inevitable occurs, with referee Horacio Elizondo brandishing a red card on the advice of his assistants. Zidane walks, head bowed, to the side of the pitch, leaving the arena within touching distance of the World Cup trophy that will be held aloft by Materrazzi and Co soon after, with Italy’s fourth global triumph secured via a penalty shootout. It was to be the 108th and final cap of Zidane’s international career, and his final act as a professional footballer. Having been the guiding force in France’s 1998 triumph on home turf, Zidane already occupied legendary status for Les Bleus and it was regarded as a masterstroke from Raymond Domenech to bring him out of retirement for the tournament in Germany. The man who began his career with Cannes before joining Bordeaux, Juventus and then Real Madrid was in imperious form to dump out holders Brazil in the quarter-finals, before another dominant display dispatched Portugal in the semi-finals. And with seven minutes gone, the script appeared to be written that this would be Zidane’s final, with his audacious Panenka penalty deceiving Buffon and kissing the underside of the crossbar before dropping behind the line.

However, the lead was short-lived. And with Materazzi – perhaps inevitably – powering home a header to equalise in the 19th minute, the headline makers for the remainder of the evening were set in stone. Zidane, who would go on to win the adidas Golden Ball, with the votes cast before the second period of extra-time, could not find another opening against Materazzi and Co, losing his cool in spectacular fashion with the shootout looming in the Berlin night. In the immediate aftermath, France coach Raymond Domenech remained remarkably pragmatic about his skipper’s aberration, pointing the finger of blame more towards Italy’s players and to the referee for not offering Zidane more protection. “To see him finish his career in this way is sad. He has had a great career and a great World Cup,” Domenech said. “When one has to put up with what he had to for 80 minutes and the referee doesn’t do anything, one understands. You can’t excuse it, but you can understand it.” Zidane kept his counsel in the post-match media storm, but speaking to Telefoot just before his 50th birthday admitted: “I’m not at all proud of what I did but it’s part of my past.” So while the final chapter of his story may have brought an unexpected twist to the pages of glory and elegance which came before, it should never be allowed to overshadow or detract from the achievements of a player who was, quite simply, formidable.

Zinédine Zidane refused to reveal the "hard words" with which Marco Materazzi provoked him into the act of violence that brought the curtain down on his career during the World Cup final in Berlin on Sunday night, but in his short interview with the French television station Canal Plus last night he left the world in no doubt that, in similar circumstances, he would do the same again. "They were things that are very serious," he replied when invited to disclose the exact nature of Materazzi's insults. "The words were very personal and they concerned my mother and my sister." The Italian had not used the word "terrorist", he said. "But they were very hard words. You hear them once and you feel bad. You hear it twice. Then you hear it a third time ... I'm a man, and I'm telling you that I would rather have been punched in the face than have heard those words. But I heard them, and I reacted.”The incident had begun, he said, when Materazzi grabbed his shirt - although he made no mention of the allegation that the Italy defender had gone further by tweaking his nipple. "I told him to stop," Zidane said. "I said to him, 'If you want, we can swap shirts after the match.' He said some words that were very difficult to accept, and he repeated them several times." As television replays showed, Zidane was walking away from Materazzi when he deliberately turned back to aim his head at the Italian's chest. "I thought about what I was going to do," he said. "It was something that happened very quickly and that was it." His repeated apologies were clearly heartfelt but they were carefully limited in scope. "My action was unforgiveable," he said. "It wasn't the right gesture to make. I say this aloud because two or three billion people saw it, and millions of children. I apologise to them, and to their teachers, the people who have to tell them about good behaviour. I have children myself, and I know what it's like. I will always tell them not to be taken advantage of, and to avoid this kind of situation." But when asked if he regretted his decision to turn and butt Materazzi in the chest, he was adamant. "I can't regret it, because that would mean he was right to have said what he did." He appeared unmoved by the threat of Sepp Blatter, Fifa's president, to strip him of the Golden Ball award for the best player at the World Cup. 

"It's always the reaction that people talk about. Of course the reaction has to be punished. But if there had been no provocation, there would have been no reaction. If I reacted, it was because something occurred. Do you think that in a World Cup final, 10 minutes away from the end of my career, I would do a thing like that because it pleased me? Never. My action was unforgiveable, but I'm saying to you that the person who committed the provocation should also be punished." 

He had experienced no problems with Materazzi during his six years in Serie A. "There's always tension between players, and there's bound to be tension in a World Cup final. But I'd never had arguments with Materazzi." While Zidane's physical response to Materazzi's verbal assault brought worldwide criticism, his fellow citizens of France appeared to find it easy to forgive him, seeing the action in the context of a long career that had brought glory to their nation. Jacques Chirac, the president of the republic, greeted him with warm words at an official reception in Paris on Monday, and a poll in L'Equipe, the daily sports newspaper, showed 61% of their readers felt his reputation would not be affected. "It was very touching," Zidane said. "I could see that the people were there to support me." But he offered no comfort to those supporters who hoped that the unsatisfactory end to the match would induce him to consider reversing his decision to retire. "A lot of people have tried to persuade me to go on," he said. "But I took the decision and I won't go back on it. It's final.”

But the French legend does not regret his actions, alleging on television that Materazzi provoked him by insulting both his mother and sister. "It was inexcusable. I apologise," said Zidane. "But I can't regret what I did because it would mean that he was right to say all that." Materazzi responded by denying he said anything about Zidane's mother.

"I didn't mention anything about religion, politics or racism. I didn't insult his mother. I lost my mother when I was 15 years old and still get emotional when I talk about it. Naturally, I didn't know that his mother was in hospital but I wish her all the best. Zidane is my hero and I have always admired him a lot."said the Italian on 12 July 2006 Wednesday. Zidane was sent off for headbutting Materazzi in the chest in the second period of extra-time in the final in Berlin. The Frenchman claimed he had been provoked by the Italian and appeared on French TV station Canal Plus on 12 July 2006 Wednesday to explain his actions.

"It was seen by two or three billion people on television and millions and millions of children were watching," he said.

"It was an inexcusable gesture and to them, and the people in education whose job it is to show children what they should and shouldn't do, I want to apologise."

Asked what had caused to react so violently, he said Materazzi had directed some "very hard words" at him.

"You hear them once and you try to move away. But then you hear them twice, and then a third time," said Zidane.

"I am a man and some words are harder to hear than actions. I would rather have taken a blow to the face than hear that.” Zidane, who retired from football after Sunday's final, also called for Materazzi to be punished for his part in the incident. "We always talk about the reaction, and obviously it must be punished. But if there is no provocation, there is no need to react," said the former Real Madrid and Juventus player.

"Above all it was a very serious provocation. It was an inexcusable gesture but the real culprit is the person who provoked it.

"Do you imagine that in a World Cup final like that with just 10 minutes to go to the end of my career, I am going to do something like that because it gives me pleasure?"

Since the incident, rumours have run rife about what Materazzi said to get such a reaction from the Frenchman. There were claims the Italian had called Zidane a "terrorist", but in Tuesday's edition of the Italian newspaper La Gazetta dello Sport, Materazzi said: "It was the kind of insult you will hear dozens of times and just slips out on the field.

"I didn't call Zidane a terrorist and certainly didn't mention his mother. I did not bring up Zidane's mother; for me a mother is sacred.”Zidane, who was born and grew up in Marseille, is the son of Algerian immigrants and has suffered taunts about his heritage throughout his football career. The two players initially clashed in the Italian penalty area before words were exchanged. Materazzi said: "I held his shirt, for only a few seconds. He turned towards me and scoffed at me, looking at me with super arrogance, up and down.

"He said 'if you really want my shirt, you can have it later'. It's true, I shot back with an insult." 

Red and Yellow Cards (1970) 
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One cannot imagine modern football without the yellow and red card, terms that are now even used in the proverbial sense. They were "invented" 35 years ago by Ken Aston, an Englishman who sadly passed away in October 2001, having made invaluable contributions to football and to the art of refereeing in particular. Teachers must perform many roles in their profession and not just within the confines of the classroom. In England, where sport has always been an important part of the school curriculum, teachers often assume the role of the referee. Kenneth George Aston did just that in Essex in 1935. He had just turned 20 and was new to the world of teaching, when he was asked to take charge of a football match. It is probably fair to say that his pupils were more disciplined than the players at the FIFA World Cup in Chile (1962) or in England (1966). Soccer, like every sport, has certain rules players must follow. If the referee detects a violation of these rules at any point, he can impose various disciplinary measures. Mild offenses – such as small fouls – are punishable by verbal warnings and free kicks. More serious offenses, however, need more severe consequences. Referees can “book” players and show them either a yellow or red card. A yellow card warns a player they must be careful, while a red card sends them straight off the pitch. Aston clearly enjoyed his time in the middle, and in 1936, he qualified as a referee. According to his obituary in the London daily newspaper The Times, by the start of the 1960s, Aston had worked his way up the referees’ ladder, and was undoubtedly one of the top officials in the country. His work was seldom tainted by controversy. But that was to change dramatically at the 1962 FIFA World Cup in Chile. 
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Aston was given the honour of refereeing the opening game between the host nation and Switzerland (3-1), a game that he controlled impeccably. Impressed by his performance, FIFA decided to name Aston in place of the original referee for the match between Chile and Italy, as they saw the Englishman as an experienced and reliable figure. Aston himself was not exactly overjoyed by FIFA’s decision, as the build-up to the match suggested the game would be a volatile one. Chilean newspapers claimed that Italian journalists had penned articles that cast doubt upon the beauty and morals of Chilean women. The emotionally-charged game had now become a matter of honour, and the football itself was only a secondary issue in the now infamous "Battle of Santiago". "I wasn’t reffing a football match, I was acting as an umpire in military manoeuvres," he was to remark in later years. He was no stranger to conflict, having served in the Second World War as a lieutenant-colonel in Asia. But the nature of the game in Santiago merely confirmed everybody’s worst fears. Armed police had to enter the field of play on three separate occasions to help the referee to restore order. Aston sent off two Italian players, and had to break up a number of scuffles and fights on the pitch. The host nation eventually ran out 2-0 winners. In 1963, Aston refereed the FA Cup Final, and subsequently retired from officiating matches. Three years later, FIFA came calling, and invited him to join their Referees’ Committee, which he chaired from 1970 to 1972. His new role at FIFA would see Aston involved yet again in one of the most controversial moments in FIFA World Cup™ history. In 1966, hosts England met Argentina in the quarter-final at Wembley, and Aston, who was in charge of refereeing at the tournament, had to use all of his diplomacy and powers of persuasion to calm down the Argentine captain Rattín after his sending off, and to prevent the match being abandoned. The controversial game also took on greater significance when match reports in newspapers claimed that the referee had booked both Charlton brothers, Bobby and Jack. Apparently, the referee had not indicated this publicly, and England manager Alf Ramsey approached FIFA for clarification. It started a train of thought in Aston’s head too. He began to think about ways to avoid such problems in the future. "As I drove down Kensington High Street, the traffic light turned red. I thought, ’Yellow, take it easy; red, stop, you’re off’." 

Yellow and red cards were introduced at the 1970 FIFA World Cup in Mexico, and have since become part and parcel of the game. But we would be doing Mr. Aston a great disservice if we limited his influence on refereeing and football to his famous brainwave. Aston was a born teacher, and spent most of his career at Newbury Park County Primary School in Essex. As an instructor for FIFA and other organisations, he was also able to pass on his knowledge and experience over the years. He was a respected authority on the Laws of the Game, and he even appeared in court to advise on the question of whether two players had had their careers ended prematurely by reckless tackles. Football remained his life though. "I know I’m a bloody old fool," he once said when admitting that football was still in his blood. Between 1980 and 2001, Aston held numerous referees’ courses in the USA, and was overjoyed to see that he had made a significant contribution to the game in America. As a direct result of his efforts in the USA, Aston was awarded the MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) in 1997. But he did not approach football or refereeing in the style of a headmaster determined to instill discipline. "The game should be a two-act play with 22 players on stage and the referee as director," he once said of his philosophy. "There is no script, no plot, you don’t know the ending, but the idea is to provide enjoyment." Aston passed away on 23 October 2001 at the age of 86. But with his "invention", he has ensured that the villains in today’s game are clearly identified and punished – for all to see.

When does a player receive a red card?

Now you’ve learned what a red card is in soccer, when can a player receive one? In short, at any time during the game. This extends from the moment they step foot onto the pitch until the instant they leave, and includes the half-time interval, extra time, and penalty shootouts. Players, substitutes, and already-subbed players can all receive a red card for one of the following offenses: 

Preventing a clear goal-scoring opportunity with a handball (except the goalkeeper in their own penalty area), with foul play, or by entering the field without permission. 

Severe and dangerous foul play.

Biting or spitting at another person. 

Assault or violent conduct. 

Offensive, insulting, or abusive actions. 

Entering the video operation room (VOR).

Receiving a second yellow card in the same match (two yellows equal a red).

Illegally preventing a clear goal-scoring chance is called a “Notbremse” in the Bundesliga, which loosely means “putting on the emergency brakes”. It’s usually caused by the last player on the defending team, often the goalkeeper, and warrants an immediate red card. However, a red card may not be shown if the player is too far away from goal, if the tackler clearly tries to play the ball, or if there were other defenders in the vicinity that could have potentially intervened. 

A goalkeeper will often be shown a yellow card instead of a red card, since they usually try to play the ball. This leniency has only been in force since 2016, before which goalkeepers could be sent off for a foul in the penalty box. This was known as the “double penalty” since the attacking team were awarded a penalty kick and the defending team’s keeper was removed from play. 

Consequences of a red card: Suspensions and fines 

––––––––
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The soccer red card rules dictate that if a player receives two yellow cards and is sent off, they are suspended from the next game. For straight reds, however, the duration of the suspension is decided on a case-by-case basis. This is determined by the DFB (German Football Association) Sports Court for Bundesliga games, and by the MLS governing body itself for all US league games. 

If the referee has committed an error, suspensions can be overturned. Otherwise, a minimum of a one-game ban must be served. In extreme cases, suspensions can last up to several months. On top of a match ban, players typically receive fines of varying amounts.

––––––––
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How is a red card punishment determined?

The extent of the punishment depends on the severity of the offense. Previous incidents also play a factor in determining the punishment, as repeat offenders face more severe judgment. Standard cases usually include unsporting behavior, serious foul play, and violent conduct. Unsporting behavior typically refers to less aggressive cases, such as a purposeful denial of a clear goal-scoring opportunity or holding an opponent. Players usually receive a single game ban, but this punishment carries with it a maximum six-month ban. Serious foul play occurs when a player acts recklessly or carelessly when attempting to win the ball, accepting that they might injure their opponent. The suspension is a minimum of two weeks and a maximum of six months. Violent conduct is the use of physical and malicious force, such as kicking, hitting, pushing, biting, or spitting. Severe cases draw a six-month ban, but extenuating circumstances – such as the gravity of the situation – can give the player a shorter sentence (the minimum is six weeks).  

––––––––
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Can the coach receive a red card?

Yes, team officials can be sent off for certain offenses. In most cases, it’s the coach that gets booked, but assistant coaches and backroom staff can also be shown yellow and red cards. Bookings are distributed by the referee if team officials deliberately leave their respective technical zone – a marked box on the side of the field – or are confrontational towards the other team. 

Members of the coaching staff can also be sent off for violent conduct and abusive behavior. Using unauthorized devices to communicate is also punishable by a red card, since teams can cheat and gain an unfair advantage over their opponents with illicit digital devices. 

Suarez  2010 world cup
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It is a match best remembered for Luis Suarez’s instinctive act of self-sacrifice. But there was far more to the 2010 FIFA World Cup quarter-final tie between Ghana and Uruguay than the centre forward’s handball in the final minute of extra-time, the red card shown for his illegal intervention and the subsequent penalty miss by Asamoah Gyan that denied Ghana a place in the semi-finals. A competitive 90 minutes had been lit up by two moments of magic. Sulley Muntari claimed the first, lashing in a shot from around 35 yards that spun past Uruguayan goalkeeper Fernando Muslera just as Portuguese referee Olegario Benquerenca was preparing to blow the half-time whistle. Ghana were looking to become the first African team to reach a World Cup semi-final but their chances took a dip when Diego Forlan curled in a second-half free kick that flummoxed Richard Kingson in the Ghana goal as it swerved viciously in the air.The game remained locked at 1-1 heading into the final seconds of extra-time. Then came the drama. Suarez blocked Stephen Appiah’s drive in legitimate fashion before thrusting up a hand to prevent Dominic Adiyiah’s goalbound follow-up effort from finding the net. The then Ajax forward was sent off and celebrated at the mouth of the tunnel as Gyan struck his spot kick against the top of the crossbar. African hearts were broken all around Johannesburg’s Soccer City stadium and would not be mended by the subsequent penalty shoot-out, Sebastian Abreu sealing it in Uruguay’s favour with an audacious Panenka-style chip. The focus post-match naturally centred on Suarez’s actions but there was little contrition from the Uruguayan who referenced Diego Maradona’s contentious goal for Argentina against England in the 1986 World Cup. “Mine is the real 'Hand Of God',” he said. “I made the save of the tournament. Sometimes in training I play goalkeeper so it was worth it.”

“Saying we cheated Ghana is too harsh a word to use. We also abide by what the referee did. It could have been a mistake. Yes, he stuck his hand out, but it's not cheating. What else do you want? Is Suarez also to blame for Ghana missing the penalty? We try to be dignified, and if we lose a match, we look for the reasons for it. You shouldn't look to third parties.” Uruguayan manager Oscar Tabarez

“In the same situations, there is no chance the Ghana players would have used our hands. John Pantsil. “Everyone was sad and crying. The mood was down, no one was happy about what happened. We were so close to making it. We know we were doing it for all of Africa as well.” 

“There was no alternative but for me to do that, and when they missed the penalty, I thought it was a miracle and we are alive in the tournament. Suarez offers his rationale.

DOHA, Qatar—Luis Suarez said he won't apologise for the controversial handball incident that denied Ghana a place in the 2010 World Cup semifinals after being told he is regarded as a "devil" in the African nation ahead of  2th Friday's rematch with Uruguay at Qatar 2022. Suarez, 35, was sent off for keeping out Dominic Adiyiah's goal-bound header with his hands in the final minute of extra time in the 2010 quarterfinal in Soccer City, South Africa. The incident was one of the most controversial in World Cup history and denied Ghana the chance to become the first African nation to reach the semifinals in the competition. The two countries meet again at Al Janoub on Friday, with Uruguay needing to win to have any hope of qualification at Ghana's expense from Group H.

But after being told by a Ghanaian journalist that he is "regarded as diablo—the devil—in Ghana and we want to retire you tomorrow," Suarez said he is not to blame for Ghana failing to win the 2010 game.

"I don't apologise about that, I did the handball, but the Ghana player missed the penalty, not me," Suarez said at a news conference in Doha. "I could apologise if I injured a player with a tackle and got a red card, but in this situation I take a red card and the referee says penalty.

"It's not my fault, I didn't miss the penalty. The player who missed the penalty said he would do the same [as I did] in
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