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The English language is a rich, useful collection of
disparate sounds, misleading pronunciations and nightmarish
spellings – you’re not the problem - it’s English!

Suppose you want to look up the word, “myriad”, you
have no idea how to pronounce it. The dictionary says, “myr – i –
ad” . What does that say? You’re right! Absolutely nothing – you’re
stalled at square one.

Try “EE zee”
WORDS:

“myriad = “MEER ee aad”
–

you’ve got it! The BIG letters are the
BIG sounds! Quick and easy!

Look at, “acquiesce” - how do you pronounce it? The
dictionary says, “akwe es” – not helpful at all! Try
“EE zee” WORDS:

“aa kwee ESS”

so “EE zee”!

The symbols in a “normal” dictionary are esoteric,
essentially meaningless. To learn the symbols is to learn another
language. Why bother?

The words in this dictionary are shown and explained
in recognizable sounds. And, they’re individually selected to
increase, augment and clarify your verbal intelligence and
facilitate your communication. Like it or not, you’re judged by how
well you can speak, how well you can communicate.

“Sound-alike-words” are paired for easy
comparison and put in sentences. For example: “close”, “close”
“clothes”:

**close (“clothes”, “close”)

 


*close (adjective) “KLOHSS” nearby, at hand

The City Hall is close to the library – only a block
away.

Other forms: I feel closed in – “smothered,
suffocated”

 


*clothes (noun) “KLOHZ” apparel, what you have on to wear

All her clothes are tailored for the best fit.

 


*close (verb) “KLOHZ” to shut something, cover something up, seal

Please close the door – I feel a draft.

Other forms: closed, shut, closing

Also, words are labeled, “positive” or “negative” to
give you a “head’s up” idea of the “flavor” of how to use the word;
such as:

accost (verb, negative word) “ah KAWST” attack, confront

They were accosted by bandits while on vacation.

Other forms: only used as “accosted”

Build up your vocabulary, build up self confidence
with “EE zee” WORDS!

“The limits of my language means the limits of my
world.”

Ludwig Wittgenstein

The English language can be confusing - but rich and
expressive. Increase your vocabulary with selected, useable,
yet sophisticated words made “EE zee” to
learn. These words are helpful for ESL and anyone wanting to enrich
his life.

Words in this dictionary are described as: “verb,”
“adverb,” “noun,” “adjective,” “positive or negative” and put in a
sentence to demonstrate their best use.

Words are spelled phonetically for clarity - no
incomprehensible symbols. For example: “perimeter = per
IH meh tehr,” “develop = dee VEHL awp,” “absolute = aab soh LOOT”- makes good sense!

Sound-alike words are paired for comparison: “adapt,
adopt,” “except, accept,” “affect, effect,” “clothes (apparel),
close (shut), close (nearby),” and put in sentences for correct
use. The various forms of the word are included to help understand
their many uses.


PRONUNCIATION GUIDE:
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** The double asterisk signifies two or more

 words similar in
sound or meaning are put side-by-side for easy comparison.

 


(Some languages: German, Farsi, Hindi, tend to
switch the “w” and “v” in English - this can confuse the listener.
For example the verb “went” could be pronounced as “vent” which, in
English, is an entirely different word; it means to “air something
out, or to release frustration.”)

 


Serious effort should be made to pronounce these
English sounds correctly.

Also some non-English languages can not
differentiate between the sounds:

 


“i” (ih) as in sit, win, thin, him, little

 


and,

 


“e” (eh) = set, let, pet, rent, mend

 


Every effort should be made to keep these sounds
separate and clear.)


A

abate (verb, negative word) “ah BAYT” stop some action

He was told to abate playing loud music after
midnight.

Other forms: abatementabduct (verb, negative
word) “aab DUHKT” to remove by force

The kidnappers abducted him for ransom.

Other forms: abduction, abducting

 


aberrant (adjective, negative word)
“AA bur uhnt” not normal

His behavior is aberrant - he’s not normal; he must
get help.

Other forms: aberration

 


abeyance (noun) “ah BAY uhnss” a condition of suspense, waiting.

“The President is late; we are in abeyance until he
arrives.”

Note: Commonly said as, “in abeyance”.

 


abhor (verb, negative word) “ahb HOR” to hate, detest something

I abhor dumping chemical waste into the ocean.

Other forms: abhorrent

 


**abode (verb, noun)

 


*abode (verb) “ah BOHD” to live somewhere

Eagles abode on cliffs in nests called “eyries”.

 


*abode (noun) “ah BODE” home, where you live

My abode is in a small house by the sea.

 


abort (verb, negative word) “ah BOHRT” to stop quickly, cancel rapidly

There is a serious problem – we must abort the
project.

Other forms: abortion, aborted, aborting

 


abound (verb, positive word) “aa BAH oond” plentiful, a lot of something

In the Spring the fields abound with wild flowers –
so beautiful.

 


abscess (noun, negative word) “AAB sehss” an open sore, inflamed sore

He must see a doctor; he has an abscess on his
leg.

 


absolute (adjective) “aab soh LOOT” complete, no doubt

His faith in God is absolute.

 


absolve (verb, positive word) “aab
ZAWLV” to forgive, remove

The court will absolve them of their crimes.

Note: Always said, “absolved of”.

Other forms: absolved

 


abstain (verb, negative word) “aab
STAY een” to stay away from, avoid

You must abstain from drinking when you drive.

Note: Always said, “abstain from… “.

Other forms: abstaining

 


abstract (noun, neutral word) “AAB straakt” without form, intangible

Your ideas are abstract; we need specifics.

 


**accede (“exceed”)

 


*accede (verb, negative word) “aak
SEED” to agree under pressure,
surrender

I accede to your demands; I have no other
choice.

Note: Always said, “accede to…”.

 


*exceed (verb, positive word) “ehk
SEED” do extra, go over the limit

This raise in pay will exceed my wildest dreams.

Other forms: exceeded, exceedingly

 


**accept (“except”)

 


*accept (verb) “aak SEHPT” agree to do something, to take graciously

Thank you, I accept your invitation to dinner.

Other forms: accepted, accepting

 


*except (verb, negative word) “ehk
SEHPT” leave out, omit

Everyone except John is going to the theater.

Other forms: exception

 


**access (“excess”)

 


*access (noun, positive word) “AAK sehss” gain entry, have the use of

She has access to the company accounts at any
time.

Note: Usually said as “have access”.

Other forms: accessible

 


*excess (noun, negative word) “ehk
SEHSS” too much of something

We have an excess of equipment stored in the
warehouse.

Note: This word is often used as “to excess”: He
spends money to excess. She often talks to excess.

Other forms: excessive, excessively

 


accommodate (verb, positive word) “uh
KAWM oh dayt” make comfortable

We’ll accommodate our meeting to your busy
schedule.

Other forms: accommodation, accommodated,
accommodating

 


**accomplice (“accomplish”)

 


*accomplice (noun, negative word) “ah
KAWM plihss” an associate in crime

Who was your accomplice when you stole the
money?

 


*accomplish (verb, positive word) “ah
KAHM plihsh” achieve, do well, finish

He is accomplished; he plays piano well and speaks
French.

Other forms: accomplishment

 


accost (verb, negative word) “ah KAWST” attack, confront

They were accosted by bandits while on vacation.

Other forms: only used as “accosted”

 


accrue (verb, positive word) “ah KROO” gain, add on to

When you invest your money, it should accrue
interest.

Other forms: accrued

 


**acetic (“acidic”, “ascetic”)

 


*acetic (adjective) “aa SEE tihk” like acid, similar to acid

This salad dressing has an acetic odor – I won’t
taste it.

 


*acidic (adjective) “aa SIHD ihk” containing acid, having acid

You need to go on a bland diet; your stomach is
acidic.

 


*ascetic (noun, negative word) “aa
SEH tihk” sparse, simple, plain

Some people prefer an ascetic life style, very
simple, no pleasures.

 


acknowledge (verb, positive word) to
recognize, accept

I’ll acknowledge you in my will; I gave you my home
and cars.

Other forms: acknowledgement, acknowledged

 


acquiesce (verb) “aa kwee ESS” agree, recognize

Very well, I acquiesce to your demands for a pay
raise.

Note: Always said, “acquiesce to…”.

Other forms: acquiesced

 


acquisitive (adjective, negative word) “ah
KWIH zih tihv” greedy, amass material

He is acquisitive; he buys everything he sees.

 


acumen (noun, positive word) “ah kee
OO muhn” cleverness, sharp,
intelligent

Her business acumen will get her to the top.

 


acute (adjective, negative word) “aa kee
OOT” very sharp, clever

He has acute stomach pains – he must go to the
doctor immediately.

 


adamant (adjective, negative word)
“AA dah muhnt” very determined

She is adamant she will not live in New York
City.

 


**adapt (“adept”, “adopt”)

 


*adapt (verb, positive word) “uh DAAPT” to adjust, change slightly

You must adapt yourself to the new company
policies.

Other forms: adapted, adapting

 


*adept (adjective, positive word) “uh
DEHPT” clever, agile, handy

The new salesman is adept at handling difficult
customers.

 


*adopt (verb, positive word) “ah DAWPT” to accept, keep

We will adopt your new ideas for the company.

Other forms: adopting, adopted, adoption

 


**address (noun, verb)

 


*address (noun) “AA
drehss” the number of a house, apartment, business

His address is in a prime location in the city.

 


*address (verb) “uh DREHSS” a speech to a specific person or group

He’ll address the Kiwanis Club about the
fund-raising project.

Other forms: addressing, addressed

 


**adept (see “adapt”)

 


adequate (adjective, positive word)
“AA deh kwaht” just enough of
something

There is an adequate supply of books for the
class.

 


adhere (verb) “aad HEER” stick to, join, uphold

To establish law and order, you must adhere to the
laws.

Note; Always said, “adhere to…”.

 


adhesive (noun) “aad HEE sihv” a sticky substance, glue

You will need an adhesive to repair the broken
glass.

 


adjacent (adjective) “ah JAY sehnt” nearby, close to

He is in the office adjacent to mine.

 


admonish (verb negative word) “aad
MAWN ihsh” warn, scold, chide

I must admonish you, do not break the rules again or
you will be fired.

Other forms: admonished, admonishing, admonishment
(n)

 


ad nauseam ( Latin saying) “ahd NAW say ahm” make someone sick to their stomach

She kept talking, ad nauseam, about her money and
famous people she has met – how boring!

 


adopt (see “adapt”)

 


adorn (noun, positive word) “ah DOHRN” very fancy decorations

We’ll adorn the lattice with ribbons, roses and
orchids for the garden party.

Other forms: adornment, adorned

 


adroit (adjective, positive word) “ah
DROH eet” skillful, clever, quick

That politician is adroit at changing the
subject.

 


**advice (“advise”)

 


*advice (noun) “aad VAH eess” wise guidance, counseling

Get advice on all the education possible before you
choose a profession.

 


*advise (verb) “aad VAH eez” to counsel, suggest guidance

The realtor may advise me to buy income property for
my future security.

Note: The British spelling is “advize” not used in
U.S.A.

Other forms: advised, advising

 


**advocate (verb, noun)

 


*advocate (verb) “AAD voh kayt” to support a cause, speak for

We must advocate for children’s rights – they cannot
speak for themselves.

Other forms: advocating, advocated

 


*advocate (noun, positive word) “AAD voh kayt” a person who supports a cause

They’re advocates for Animals’ Rights - I advocate
for better education.

 


**affect, (“effect”)

 


*affect (verb, negative word) “AA fehkt” pretense, put on airs, false

She always affects the attitude of a movie star.

Other forms: affected, affecting

 


*effect (noun) “eh FEHKT” result, change

If you mix oil and water, what will be the effect on
the car engine?

 


affection (noun, positive word) “ah
FEHK shuhn” warm feelings, love

His affection for his children is charming.

 


affidavit (noun) “aa fih DAY VIHT” a legal document, proof

You need an affidavit to prove your citizenship.

 


affiliate (noun, verb) “ah FIH lee uht” connection, related, associate

(noun) John is your affiliate on the team; he will
assist you as you need.”

(verb) You need to affiliate yourself with that
company to succeed.

Other forms: affiliation

 


affinity (noun, positive word) “ah
FIHN ih tee” preference, fondness

She has an affinity for rich chocolates.

Note: Always said, “affinity for…”.

 


affirm (verb, positive word) “ah FIRM” agree, declare to be true, support

Yes, I affirm that he definitely was here
earlier.

Other forms: affirmed, affirmation (n),
affirming

 


afflict (verb, negative word) “ah
FLIHKT” cause distress, annoy, injure

A stock market crash will seriously afflict the
nation.

Other forms: afflicted, afflicting, affliction
(n)

 


affluent (adjective, positive word)
“AA floo ehnt” excessive wealth,
comfort

People who live in country mansions are quite
affluent.

 


aggravate (verb, negative word) “AA grah vayt” annoy, bother

Don’t aggravate me; I don’t feel well.

Other forms: aggravation (n), aggravating

 


aggregate (noun) “AA
grah gayt” a collection of things that make a whole

Gravel is an aggregate of rocks and stones.

 


agitate (verb, negative word) “AA jih tayt” to annoy, make angry

Don’t agitate the cat when he’s asleep; he’ll wake
up and scratch you.

Other forms: agitation (n), agitating, agitated

 


**allay (“alley”)

 


*allay (verb, positive word) “aa LAY” to ease, calm someone

Let me allay your fears, you do not have
glaucoma.

 


*alley (noun) “AA
lee” a narrow street behind a main street, back road

Let’s take a short cut through the alley to your
house.

 


alleviate (verb) “ah LEE vee ayt” ease pain, help stop pain

Take two aspirin for a headache – it might alleviate
the pain.

Other forms: alleviating, alleviation (n)

 


**allude (“elude”)

 


*allude (verb) “AA
lood” refer to something, mention something in passing

You ask if I speak French – are you alluding to the
fact I ordered a French wine at dinner?

Other forms: alluded, allusion (n)

 


*elude (verb) “eh LOOD” avoid by stealth, slip quietly out of sight

I managed to elude the tax collector by saying I had
a dental appointment.

Other forms: eluding, eluded

 


allure (noun, positive word) “ah LOOR” a sort
of magic to attract people, charisma

The allure of her beauty and charm drove men to
distraction.

 


**altar (“alter”)

 


*altar (noun) “AHL
tahr” a sacred table used in religious services

Put the candles on the altar for Sunday service.

 


*alter (verb) “AHL
tehr” to make a small change in something

The pilot had to alter his plans; he had to go to
Hawaii, not Borneo.

Other forms: alteration (n), altered, altering

 


allotted (verb) “ah LAW tehd” allowed, given a specific amount

We were allotted 2 hours for the test and allotted
one sandwich at lunch.

Other forms: allocate, allocated

 


altruistic (adjective, negative word) “ahl
troo IH stihk” having an unrealistic concept of humanity,
everyone is good, humans are basically kind

Mary is altruistic; in spite of the fact she’s been
robbed twice, she thinks robbers are basically good people just had
bad breaks.

 


amass (verb) “ah MAASS” to gather in large amounts

She’ll amass a fortune in her cosmetics
business.

Other forms: amassed, amassing

 


ambiance (noun) “AHM
bee ahnss” a psychological atmosphere, surroundings

I like the ambiance in that hotel; it’s like a
castle in Spain, elegant and beautiful - I feel like a queen.

 


ambient (adjective, positive word)
“AHM bee ehnt” wandering, surrounding

The ambient noise on that recording is
distracting.

 


ambiguous (adjective, negative word) “aam
BIHG eeoo uhs” confusing, muddled

It’s a strange painting; I can’t tell if it’s a goat
or a chair – it’s ambiguous.

 


ambivalent (adjective, negative word) “aam
BIHV uh lehnt” indecisive, confused

She’s ambivalent about getting married; maybe she
will, maybe she won’t.

Note: Always said, “ambivalent about…”.

 


ameliorate (verb, positive word) “ah
MEE lee oh rayt” make a situation calm

The landowners and cattlemen are having a dispute
over the land – we must ameliorate this situation fast.

 


amend (verb, positive word) “ah MEHND” repair, conclude,

We need to amend the contract for more clarity.

Other forms: amendment, amending, amended

 


amok (adjective, negative word) “ah
MUHK” out of control, confusion

The theater was on fire – the audience ran amok.

Note: Usually said, “ran amok…”

 


**anecdote (“antidote”)

 


*anecdote (noun) “ANN ehk doht” a short, relevant interesting story

He has many anecdotes about his start in
business.

 


*antidote (noun, positive word) “AAN tih doht” a cure, medicine

The antidote for poison is written on the
bottle.

 


annotate (verb, positive word) “ANN oh tayt” make notes, keep written records

A serious student carefully annotates the
professor’s lecture.

Other forms: annotation, annotated, annotating

 


antagonize (verb, negative word) “aan
TAA gawn aheez” seriously annoy, make
angry

Don’t antagonize a quarrelsome person – they might
hurt you.

Other forms: antagonizing, antagonized

 


**ante (“anti”)

 


*ante (prefix) “AAN
tee” before, in front of

Hang your coat in the anteroom in the front
hall.

 


*anti (prefix) “AAN
tee” against, disagreement

He is an antiwar demonstrator.

 


anticipate (verb) “aan TIH sih payt” expect, look for, hope for

I anticipate a cold winter – see the heavy fur on
the squirrels?

Other forms: anticipation (n), anticipated,
anticipating

 


antipathy (noun) “aan TIH pah thee”
indifferent to someone’s suffering, calloused

He has an antipathy toward disabled people; he
doesn’t care about them.

Note: One usually “has an antipathy” toward
something

 


appease (verb, positive word) “ah
PEEZ” calm someone, mollify

A cup of warm milk will appease a cranky baby.

Other forms: appeasement (n), appeasing,
appeased

 


**apprehend (verb, verb)

 


*apprehend (verb, negative word) “aa pree
HEHND” stop some action, an arrest

The police apprehended the criminal.

 


*apprehend (verb, neutral word) “aa pree
HEHND” understand

I apprehend your message and agree with you.

Other forms: apprehending, apprehended

 


apprehension (noun, negative word) “aa pree
HEHN shuhn” worry, fear, concern

There is much apprehension that the stock market
will drop.

 


apt (adjective, positive word) “AAPT”
able to do something well

He is apt to become an physicist with his ability to
do math so well.

 


arbitrate (verb, negative word) “AHR bih trayt” to help settle a quarrel or
disagreement

He will arbitrate the dispute between management and
labor.

Other forms: arbitration (n), arbitrated,
arbitrating

 


arcane (adjective) “ahr KAYN” secrets of ancient religions, esoteric
symbols

Arcane religions have secret symbols and
rituals.

 


arid (adjective, negative word) “AA rihd” dry, lifeless

The Sahara Desert is arid - no life can exist
there.

 


aroma (noun) “ah ROH
mah” odor, smell, scent

The aroma of hot chocolate on a cold day is very
welcoming.

Other forms: aromatic

 


arraign (verb, negative word) “ah
RAYN” to go to court unwillingly

The District Attorney will arraign him on charges of
grand theft.

Other forms: arraignment (n), arraigned

 


*array (verb, positive word, noun)

 


*array (verb) “ah RAY” the manner in which items are displayed

I’m going to array these daisies into a crown for
the Festival Queen.

 


*array (noun) “ah RAY”

Look at the array of flowers in that painting –
they’re beautiful.

Other forms: arrangement

 


arrogant (adjective, negative word)
“AA roh gaant” rude, pushy, thinks he’s
better than you, believes he is superior to you

I don’t like Paul. He is arrogant, always interrupts
me, insults me. I never want to see him again.

 


**articulate (“articulation”)

 


*articulate (verb) “ahr TIHK yoo layt” to speak clearly and distinctly

He articulates well, I can understand every word
clearly.

Other forms: articulation (n), articulated

 


*articulation ( adjective, positive word)
“ahr TIHK yoo lay shuhn” clear speech

His articulation is very clear, well done.

 


ascend (verb) “ah SEHND” to climb up, go upwards

If you work hard, you will ascend the ladder of
success.

Other forms: ascension (n), ascending, ascended

 


**ascetic (see “acetic”)

 


**ascribe (“impute”)

 


*ascribe (verb, positive word) “aas
KRAH eeb” to note good qualities of
something

We ascribe virtues of intelligence and honesty to
our family members.

 


*impute (verb, negative word) “ihm pee
OOT” to note negative qualities in
something

He was imputed to be a clever, but sinister man.

Other forms: impute, imputing

 


asinine (adjective, negative word)
“AA sih nah een” silly, very stupid

To put the Doctor’s desk in the hallway is an
asinine idea.

 


aspect (noun) “AA
spehkt” a specific part of something, a characteristic

One of his aspects is that he’s always on time.

 


aspersions (noun, usually plural, negative
word) “aa SPEHR zhuhnz” doubts, casting a
shadow on someone’s character

Are you casting aspersions on my character? I am
totally trustworthy.

Note: Usually said, “casting aspersions”.

 


aspirant (noun, positive word) “AA spih rahnt” someone working toward an important
goal

Here are the aspirants, ready for their doctoral
degrees.

 


aspire (verb, positive word) “aas
PAH ehr” to want very much, desire

She aspires to be class
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