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SHE KILLED DAD
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In late October 2011, police in Florida received a call from a man with a very interesting story. He claimed that his relative’s ex-girlfriend had called him about needing the services of a hit man. Unbeknownst to her, the man she had called was a secret government informant, and was not willing to help her carry out the sinister plan. The officers who received the call were not willing to take any chances, especially since the informant was convinced that the woman was actually serious about getting someone to help her carry out the sinister plan. As the man explained, Nicole Faccenda was looking to kill her former boyfriend’s new girlfriend. She was looking to pay somewhere between $10,000 and $20,000 for the job. She even stated that she already had the black outfit she would wear to the woman’s funeral. According to the man, she figured that he would come back to her once his new girlfriend was dead. The officers got in touch with federal authorities, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) was put on the case. The man agreed to fully cooperate with the investigation, and was asked to call Faccenda back and tell her that he had found someone to carry out her plot. On October 20, under the direction of the ATF agents, he called her back. He revealed that he was in New Jersey, and had found someone to take out her intended target. Listening in were agents from the New Jersey office. Faccenda agreed to meet with the man and the hitman he had found the next day at a place of her choosing. She stated that they meet at her place of employment, located in Mawah, New Jersey. However, the next day, she called back and stated that she had changed her mind, that meeting at her workplace was not a good idea. She then suggested a different location, an A&P Supermarket in Mawah. The man, listed as Scott in some of the reports, agreed. He stated that he would come with the hitman to discuss the details of what she wanted. However, she maintained that if she felt like the meeting was part of a “big sting” by authorities, she would walk away.

The Conversation

The ATF brought in one of its investigators to go undercover as the hitman hired by Scott. On the afternoon of October 21, 2011, Scott and the hitman made their way to the A&P Supermarket. They watched as Faccenda drove into the parking lot and went into the store for a few moments. At around 3:10 p.m., she walked across the lot to where the two had parked and eased into the front passenger seat. Scott, sitting at the back, introduced the hitman to Faccenda.


Hitman: How you doing?

Faccenda: Hi, how are you?

H: Have a seat

F: I’m here to go... you can just make her disappear? You could – what could get done?

H: When you say disappear, like, you want her out of this [bleep] state, or...


At this point, Faccenda began describing the life she had built with her longtime boyfriend, Howie, and how they had everything. She told the two men that she and Howie had been to fancy casinos together, fine dining, and first class vacations, all on her dime. She said that up until Howie left for a younger woman, they had been living an easy life together. Howie was the father of her son, but he also had two sons with Jennifer, his new younger girlfriend.


F: She’s a [bleep] who’s been involved. I think she’s like 30 years old. She’s got two kids. We have this hatred thing because we’re both fighting over this complete loser. We both have kids with this loser so he bounces back and forth. Te [bleep]. I would do it myself, but I’m – I don’t want to be – have my hands on anything.


Faccenda then goes on to explain that she really only wants Howard to suffer, but that she wants Jennifer gone.


Scott: 20 years, he does everything for me. You just tell him the scenario, and he’ll get it done. No [bleep]. Que sera sera.

F: So, you’re saying you could go break her legs or – 

H: Exactly.

F: I need somebody who can just get something done then leave and disappear. They have a big fat envelope in their pocket and then my problem’s done.

F: Anything that I need done, you can do it.

H: Exactly. From the littlest thing to the worst thing.

F: To the worst thing.

H: Okay. Scott said you had a problem with somebody and I’m here to take care of your problem, but what is it you want me to do with your problem?

F: Okay, I don’t know. Fix my problem, I guess.

H: How do I fix your problem? You tell me what you want me to do and I can see to it that it gets taken care of, but – 

F: How is it going to get taken care of?

H: How do you want me to do it? That’s why I’m here.

F: So what can you do?

F: I just want to make sure you’re not like an undercover or a federal agent... and like, all of a sudden, cars are all over. If I get arrested, I’m – I’ll lose my job. And I know, I’ve watched one too many lifetimes, I’m in a horrible, horrible – 

H: Lifetime?

F: I’ve watched too many Lifetime movies.

H: I’m totally, totally legit. I’m not [bleep] you at all.

F: I believe you.

H: You didn’t make a wasted trip, I promise you that.

F: I’ve played every scenario through my head a million times. Do I want the car to go off the highway? Do I want someone to just come up and take her out? Do I want me to go into the house with a silencer and take them all out? Like, I go to sleep every night thinking – 

H: You’ve got to be serious about this, you know what I mean? Because once it’s done, it’s done. There’s no coming back. You understand that. 

F: And what is pricing? Hurt is what?

H: It depends. What kind of hurt? Do you want hospital hurt? Do you want [bleep] comma hurt? You want be to beat this [bleep] – I mean really?

F: Okay, but what’s pricing?

H: If you want her dead, it’s going to be five up front and five at the end. Once it’s complete give me ten.

F: That’s it? Ten?

H: Yeah. Give me ten.


After she was told the price, Faccenda explained to the hitman that it seemed too low a price for the job she needed him to do. Unbeknownst to her, the ATF had installed hidden cameras in the car’s dashboard prior to the meeting. In addition to recording the entire exchange, the hitman had received a text from his colleagues telling him how to direct the conversation with Faccenda so that she would spell out exactly what she needed him to do. Faccenda noticed the man looking at his phone, and asked him what the text was about. He quickly replied, “Just some friends wanting to go out for a beer.” Thinking nothing much about the exchange, the conversation continued. She gave the two men personal details about Jennifer, her full name, town of residence, occupation, place of work, and the time she usually left for work. She stated that she could usually be found home alone right after Howie left for work. At this time, she would be at work surrounded by a number of people, providing her with a bulletproof alibi. However, she explained, the hit could not be carried out before her court date with Howie, scheduled for the next week. She stated, “It may look fishy.” 

In the parking lot, other ATF investigators sat in their car closely monitoring and recording what was happening in the parking lot. They finally captured the video of Faccenda stepping out of the hitman’s car, laughing and joking about the deal they had just made. They watched as she walked to her and drove away, having promised to take a few days to think through the deal.

Second Meeting

The next day, October 22, 2011, Faccenda called up Scott and requested another meeting with the hitman. She stated that she was available the next day, and that she wanted to meet at the Red Robin restaurant parking lot in Clifton. Scott agreed, and promised to pass on the message. ATF agents began preparing for the meeting, and decided to fit the hitman with a wire. The next evening, well before Faccenda showed up, ATF agents positioned themselves in the parking lot, making sure that they had a clear view of every inch of the space. Then they waited for Faccenda to arrive. At around 7:30 p.m., they watched as Faccenda drove into the lot and parked her car. The agent/hitman, wearing a live wire, made his way to her, and got into the vehicle. This time around, Faccenda had thought about what she wanted to happen to Jennifer, and made her request crystal clear.


F: See, I, like, would think that she either disappears and she’s just never found, like these people are never found.

H: Okay.

F: Like, that would be one good thing, I wouldn’t care if she was in a horrible, horrible car accident.

H: Okay.

F: And mangled up and – 

H: Okay.

F: You know, I don’t care, like, gone. I want to piss on her grave. I want to go to her funeral and spit in the casket.

H: So you want to see her dead, is that what you want?

F: I will be happiest when this woman is dead and buried and six feet under.


Faccenda explains that she wants Jennifer gone, but that nothing should happen to Howie. She gave her direction, stating that Jennifer be shot in the head. She told the hitman that he could maybe shoot Howie in the leg, but that he needed to remain alive after Jennifer was killed. Her aim, she explained, was just to feel the satisfaction that Howie was hurt. She wanted him to feel the pain and despair of losing his girlfriend, but still leaving her the chance to swoop in and get him back. Thinking it over, the hitman asked one important question. What happens if Jennifer and Howie’s kids get in the way?


F: Okay, let me tell you. And don’t think I’m a bad person.

H: Okay.

F: But if something happened and one of the kids got killed, oh well... I’m sorry.


During this conversation, Faccenda asked the hitman once again why his price was so low. She explained that she thought the hit would cost her $20,000. She accepted the deal, but wanted a way to distance herself from the hitman. She told him that she would be handing the envelope with money over to Scott, so that the envelope wouldn’t be linked to her. Her excitement was palatable at the time, and she revealed that the day she received a call about Jennifer’s death was going to be the happiest day of her life.

Down Payment 

On October 24, 2011, Faccenda made a call to Scott to discuss how she wanted to pay the hitman. Faccenda offered to pay the hitman twice the agreed amount - $20,000 – on one condition. That she makes no down payment for the hit. She explained to Scott that she was willing to pay the full $20,000 in one transaction. Scott would pick up the envelope with the cash from her during Jennifer’s funeral. She maintained that she did not want the trio to be linked, and that they needed to be careful. She stated that if the hitman did not accept this new deal, Scott should look for another hitman, or she would find another person to carry out the hit. She asked Scott to pass the message, and if the hitman refused, she knew a guy from North Carolina who would be able to carry out the work. 

Later in the day, Scott’s phone rang – it was Faccenda. When he picked up, Faccenda proposed a new payment schedule. She would hand him an evelope with the down payment. She was willing to pay $2,500 before the hit, and the balance after the job was completed. 


F: I’m at a soccer game and my sister is here too with her kids.


Scott takes in what Faccenda has just told him, but he deems it to be the right moment to ask a pertinent question.


Scott: When she’s finished and gone, how are you – how can I show you that she’s gone?

F: I don’t know. You got to figure that out. I have no idea.

S: Picture?

F: No idea. 

S: Picture. That’s the only way. I can get him to give you a picture of her [bleep] dead, finished.

F: You figure out how to give me proof, you know, the only thing is... the proof I have is, when I go to
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