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  Early Oz


  

  DISCOVERING THE LAND OF OZ


  It was not L. Frank Baum’s first book, nor even his first children’s book. But on the eve of his forty-fourth birthday in May 1900, Baum published a fantasy tale—his sixth book intended for juvenile readers. Several considerations for the title were discarded including From Kansas to Fairyland, The Emerald City, and The Land of Oz, before arriving at the penultimate title, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The twenty-four-chapter novel became a contemporary publishing sensation and has never been out of print since. Its narrative is as much ingrained in American folklore as Paul Bunyan, Huckleberry Finn, and tall tales about George Washington’s cherry tree and his silver dollar.


  But unlike American folklore, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz uses its midwestern setting only as a prologue before transitioning to a wonderland akin to the otherworld traversed by Lewis Carroll’s Alice—a mystical, mysterious, and magical parallel universe. In this uncivilized realm the fruited plains are abundant but, commensurate with the land’s treasures, its dangers are fiercer than any enemies faced on prairie soil: chimera-like Kalidahs, with their combined features of tigers and bears; belligerent Hammer-Heads, armless beings with retractable, projectile heads used as butting rams; and anthropomorphic trees that clutch and capture unwary trespassers.


  Flights of fancy such as creatures with wings, teleportation, telepathic communication, and mechanical devices that prophesized television and robots proliferated Baum’s uncharted country throughout The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and the thirteen sequels he eventually penned to follow it. Mysticism was an obligatory component of the Oz stories. Unsurprisingly, Baum was not only influenced by the spiritualist movement of the late nineteenth century, he and members of his family were involved in it.


  [image: L. Frank Baum (1856–1919) was an American author, actor, playwright, songwriter, and poet best remembered for his Oz book series, famously The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900). (Photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]


  L. Frank Baum’s life history has elsewhere been covered extensively by reliable sources, and it is not the intention of this volume to reiterate his biography except to underscore his role as a gentle visionary well ahead of his time. In April 1961 Harry Neal Baum, sole survivor of Frank Baum’s four sons, recalled his father’s temperament with reverence. “He had a touch of genius. Perhaps more important than that he filled our house with love. He was never stern. There was always laughter in our house. Father was a kindly man, loved people, never swore or told a dirty story. He had no business sense and made many poor investments, but we always had necessities and even luxuries.”


  The origin of the word “Oz” has often been debated. In 1939 Maud Baum contended that her husband simply imagined the word in the manner that he conjured all of his nonsense names and plots. With the release of MGM’s The Wizard of Oz, a 1903 account of how Baum coined “Oz” resurfaced. Ward Farrar, manager of the Loew’s theater in Indianapolis, Indiana, contacted James P. Cunningham, columnist for Motion Picture Herald, to relay that Baum explained how he arrived at the word “Oz” in a 1903 letter to Bobbs-Merrill of Indianapolis, publisher of The Wizard of Oz. Baum’s letter, then in the custody of Bobbs-Merrill executive A. H. Hepburn, told how the author was set on using the word “wizard” but was stumped on completing the book’s title until he noticed a small filing cabinet divided into drawers marked A–G, H–N, and O–Z.1 “And Oz it became,” wrote the author. Despite an accelerated imagination, Baum could not have envisioned where the word “Oz” would take him, let alone how the lasting legacy of the word would endure in popular culture worldwide.


  THE ORIGINAL STORY


  The Wonderful Wizard of Oz opens on the desolate Kansas prairie and introduces orphaned Dorothy and her black terrier, Toto, who live on a meager farm with Uncle Henry and Aunt Em. One eventful day Henry senses an approaching storm and advises Em to take cover while he tends to the stock. Before Dorothy can join her aunt in the storm cellar, their small cabin is levitated by a cyclone with Dorothy and Toto inside it. Despite the howling winds, their fear eventually subsides, and both the girl and her dog fall sound asleep.


  Baum’s use of a whirlwind as the catalytic device that transports his protagonist to an unusual realm was not original to The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Richard Mansfield’s 1897 nonsense novel Blown Away has two sisters, Beatrice and Jessie, carried off by a cyclone to an otherworld replete with talking birds, insects, and an odd assortment of creatures. In Wonderful Wizard sequels Baum maintained the use of turbulent transitions to the Land of Oz, such as a storm at sea in Ozma of Oz and an earthquake in Dorothy and the Wizard in Oz. But the destructive power of a prairie twister was very real to early pioneers. An April 1912 news bit titled “Wizard of Oz Stunt” told of a Broken Bow, Nebraska, country schoolhouse that was swept up by a tornado and carried half a mile with twelve children and their teacher inside. The house was “gently deposited in a wheat field,” and only one person was injured.


  Dorothy and Toto awaken to discover that the house has settled in the midst of a verdant countryside, known as Munchkin Country, where the girl is mistaken for a sorceress by the elderly Good Witch of the North and three male Munchkins, dressed in blue. The Good Witch tells Dorothy that she freed the Munchkin people from slavery when her house fell on their evil ruler, the Wicked Witch of the East. Dorothy stands to inherit the deceased witch’s prideful possession: a pair of Silver Shoes that have a mysterious but unknown charm connected to them.


  However, Dorothy desires nothing more than to go back to Kansas, and the Good Witch advises her to seek the resources of Oz, the Great Wizard, who lives in the City of Emeralds at the end of a road paved with yellow bricks. (Dorothy hails from Kansas, the epicenter of her homeland, and, ironically, upon her displacement into the parallel universe of Oz, she must journey to the exact center of that country in order to return home.) The Good Witch cannot accompany Dorothy on her journey, but she vows to “use all the magic arts I know of to keep you from harm.” Before vanishing into thin air, the Good Witch bestows Dorothy with a kiss to her forehead that leaves a luminous, protective mark.


  Before setting out, Dorothy changes into a clean dress, one made of blue-and-white gingham. She then fills a basket with provisions from the cupboard and decides to exchange her worn leather shoes for the silver ones, which fit her perfectly. After a day of traveling, Dorothy and Toto spend that evening at the house of Boq, one of the wealthiest Munch-kins, who is hosting a celebration in honor of their emancipation from bondage.


  The following day Dorothy resumes her journey and, after walking several miles, stops to rest atop a fence near a great cornfield. She is startled when a straw-stuffed scarecrow, attired in worn, blue Munchkin duds, becomes animated and speaks. At his request Dorothy liberates the Scarecrow from his perch, and he reveals that his sole desire is to obtain the brains he lacks. (It was an old crow that told the Scarecrow he would be “a better man” if he had brains.) He joins the party en route to seek Oz’s wisdom, much to Toto’s chagrin (he growls suspiciously).


  After stumbling through a dark forest, they pass the night in an abandoned cottage. The next morning they are surprised to hear a groan and discover a tin woodcutter who has been rendered motionless with rust for more than a year. After lubricating his joints, Dorothy and the Scarecrow explain their mission and the Tin Woodman immediately asks to join them, for he desires a heart. After a time he tells them his story.


  He had been a man of flesh and blood, the son of a woodman, who became lonely after his parents died. He was betrothed to a beautiful Munchkin girl who was the maid to an old woman who did not wish to see her marry. The old woman made an arrangement with the Wicked Witch of the East to prevent the marriage in exchange for two sheep and a cow. The Witch enchanted the woodman’s axe and, as he set about building his wedding home, a series of accidents befell him by which the axe cut off his limbs. Each gradual amputation was replaced with a metal version made by a tinsmith until, finally, the axe split his torso and he no longer had a heart with which to love the Munchkin maiden. He laments not knowing whether she is still awaiting him.


  The group comes to a thicker part of the forest and Dorothy grows anxious after hearing animals growl among the trees. The Tin Woodman reminds her that nothing can harm him or the Scarecrow, while Dorothy is protected by the Good Witch’s kiss. They suddenly hear a terrible roar and a lion bounds into their path, knocking the Scarecrow and Tin Man aside. Toto runs barking at the lion, who opens his mouth to bite the dog. But Dorothy intervenes and slaps the brute’s nose while scolding him soundly. The lion shamefully confesses to being a coward who has created a fierce facade by roaring loudly at anything that frightens him. After drying his tears with the tip of his tail, he invites himself to join their band in the hopes that the Great Oz will relieve his “simply unbearable” life with a bit of courage.2


  Their journey to the City of Emeralds is punctuated with adventures that either color the mettle of those in Dorothy’s party or reflect the resourcefulness of each character. When the Tin Woodman accidently crushes a beetle, he is crestfallen and weeps, rusting the joints at his jaws. During a respite from their journey, the Scarecrow thoughtfully fills Dorothy’s basket with tree nuts so she will not go hungry. And the Cowardly Lion volunteers to leap the width of a ditch, carrying each of his comrades on his back.


  The travelers also face several obstacles that threaten to derail their journey. They narrowly outwit the Kalidahs, hybrid beasts with features of both tigers and bears. When a river impedes their path, the Tin Woodman constructs a wooden raft to cross it; but the Scarecrow is stuck clinging to the pole he was using to steer the raft as the others float away downstream. (A passing stork rescues the strawman after realizing how light he is to carry.)


  However, the greatest challenge comes when Dorothy and her friends find themselves in the midst of an expansive carpet of poppies, the odor of which has a strong sedative effect on the girl, her dog, and the lion (not being of flesh and blood, the Scarecrow and Tin Man are unaffected). Dorothy and Toto are carried out of the poisonous flower bed, but the Scarecrow and Tin Woodman lament their inability to rescue the slumbering lion. “Perhaps he will dream that he has found courage at last,” notes the Tin Man sadly.


  The little party resigns to proceed without their comrade, when a wildcat runs by chasing a gray field mouse. The Woodman takes pity on the mouse and promptly beheads the wildcat. The mouse happens to be the queen of all field mice, who is now indebted to the Tin Man. The Scarecrow devises a plan to save the Cowardly Lion by directing the Woodman to craft a truck on wheels while the queen’s minions each gather a length of string. Once the wooden cart is assembled, and each mouse harnessed with string, the Scarecrow and Tin Man haul the Lion onto the truck and together they all roll him out of the poppy bed. The queen mouse gives Dorothy a whistle to call upon her if need be.


  After their escape, the party finds the road of yellow brick again and notices that the fences, houses, and clothes of the peasants are green—an indication of their close proximity to the Emerald City. They stop to spend the night at a farmhouse, and the man of the house tells them that the Great Oz is a shapeshifter who can take any form he chooses, referring to the Wizard as “the terrible Oz.”


  The next morning they notice a green glow in the sky that gets brighter as they approach it until, at last, they reach the Emerald City. Dorothy pushes a bell beside the gate and they are greeted by the Guardian of the Gates, a small man with greenish skin who outfits each of them with a pair of spectacles so as not to be blinded by the glare of the Emerald City.


  The man next leads them to a soldier with green whiskers who guards the Palace of Oz. The soldier announces them to the mysterious Oz, who consents to grant Dorothy and her friends a private audience one at a time over as many days. (The soldier later tells Dorothy that Oz was going to send them all away but was swayed when he heard of her Silver Shoes and the mark on her forehead.) They are each taken to separate quarters, and Dorothy finds a number of green dresses made of silk, satin, and velvet; she wears the prettiest gown


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: The Tin Woodman, Scarecrow, and Cowardly Lion as rendered in 1904 by W. W. Denslow, illustrator of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. (Denslow’s Scarecrow and the Tin-Man, G. W. Dillingham Co., NY, 1904; authors’ collection)]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: The cast of The Wizard of Oz musical extravaganza (1902) from left to right: David Montgomery, Anna Laughlin, and Fred Stone. (Windeatt photo, Chicago, IL; authors’ collection)]


  
    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: The Wizard of Oz silent film (1925) starred, from left to right, Larry Semon, his fiancée Dorothy Dwan, and Oliver “Babe” Hardy. (Chadwick Pictures production still, 1925, photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Dorothy (Mary Ruth Boone) struggles in the clutches of the Evil Sorceress (Sissie Flynn) in the Meglin Kiddies film The Land of Oz (1931). (Meglin production still, photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Dorothy (Nancy Kelly) welcomes the Scarecrow (Bill Adams) into the Honorable Order of Ozmites on the 1933–34 The Wizard of Oz radio program. (NBC Radio photograph, photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Seattle’s Cornish School of the Arts staged a marionette musical Wizard of Oz production that drew raves from critics and audiences, 1934–37. (Cornish School 1935 prospectus, Gateway Printing Co., Seattle, WA, photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]


  [image: The musical play Adventures in Oz (1935-36) featured Ethel Barrymore Colt as Dorothy, with the Scarecrow (John Maroney) and the Cowardly Lion (John Neill). (Associated Press Photo, photographer unknown; authors’ collection)]
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L. Frank Baum (1856-1919) was an American author, actor,
playwright, songwriter, and poet best remembered for
his Oz book series, famously The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

(1900). (Photographer unknown; authors’ collection)
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Dorothy (Nancy Kelly)
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(Bill Adams) into the
Honorable Order of
Ozmites on the 1933-34
The Wizard of Oz radio
program. (NBC Radio
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unknown; authors’

collection)
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The Wizard of Oz silent film (1925) starred, from left to right, Larry Semon, his fiancée Dorothy Dwan, and Oliver “Babe’

Hardy. (Chadwick Pictures production still 1925, photographer unknown; authors' collection)
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The musical play Adventuresin Oz (1935-36) featured Ethel
Barrymore Colt as Dorothy, with the Scarecrow (John Maroney)
and the Cowardly Lion (John Neill). (Associated Press Photo,
photographer unknown; authors’ collection)
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The Tin Woodman, Scarecrow, and Cowardly Li dered in1904 by W. W. Denslow, ill of The Wonderful

Wizard of Oz. (Denslow's Scarecrow and the Tin-Man, G. W. Dillingham Co, NY, 1904; authors’ collection)
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The cast of The Wizard of Oz musical extravaganza (1902) from left to right: David Montgomery, Anna Laughlin, and
Fred Stone. (Windeatt photo, Chicago, IL; authors’ collection)
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Dorothy (Mary Ruth Boone) strugglesin the clutches of the Evil Sorceress (Sissie Flynn) n the Meglin Kiddies film The

Land of Oz (1931). (Meglin production stil, photographer unknown; authors' collection)
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Seattle’s Cornish School of the Arts staged a marionette musical Wizard of Oz production that drew raves from critics
and audiences, 1934-37. (Cornish School 1935 prospectus, Gateway Printing Co, Seattle, WA, photographer
unknown; authors’ collection)






