
  
    [image: Ben and Anna]
  


  
    
      BEN AND ANNA

      A SUNNYDALE WEDDING NOVELLA

      
        THE SUNNYDALE WEDDINGS

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

    
      
        CONSTANCE PHILLIPS

      

    

    
      CONSTANCE PHILLIPS PRESS

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Ben and Anna: A Sunnydale Wedding Novella © 2014 Constance Phillips

        Editor: Jen Boles

        Cover Artist: Jaycee DeLorenzo

        Print ISBN: 978-944363291

        Ebook ISBN: 978-1944363284

      

      

      

      
        
        All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage system without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

        This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents either are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or locales is entirely coincidental.

      

      

      

      The following trademarks appear in Ben and Anna: A Sunnydale Wedding Novella.  The author acknowledges the trademarked status of the following wordmarks mentioned in this work of fiction: Coke

    

  


  
    
      For those who stayed.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Chapter 6

      

      
        Chapter 7

      

      
        Chapter 8

      

      
        Chapter 9

      

      
        Chapter 10

      

    

    
      
        Acknowledgments

      

      
        About the Author

      

      
        Also by Constance Phillips

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER 1

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

        

      

    

    
      Anna twisted the heel of her shoe against the hardwood floor. “It wouldn’t dare rain on my wedding day!”

      Ben scraped a hand across his chin but stopped himself when he realized it was the exact thing his father did when trying to reason with his mother. His lower jaw ached from clenching his teeth and swallowing his frustration. “Honey, the weatherman says he’s 100 percent sure it is going to rain this Saturday. I think we need to start brainstorming a backup plan.”

      “I won’t plan for disaster.” Her scowl slowly morphed into a smile, leaving dimples in the apple-round cheeks he adored. She nearly skipped across the room and threw her arms around his neck. “We’re getting married in a few days. It’s going to be a beautiful day no matter what.”

      He kissed her softly. This was the excitement and enthusiasm that usually drove Anna, and he adored her light. The delusion? That was new. “Everyone we love has worked very hard to make this a very special day for us.”

      “That’s how I know it isn’t going to rain.”

      The wooden screen door just off the kitchen slammed shut, and the sound of high heels click-clacked against their kitchen floor a split second before Rhonda announced her presence. Rhonda Gables was a distant relative to Anna through marriage, a good friend to them both, and a fashion designer. She also owned two boutique clothing stores and had been recently notified she was going to appear on the reality show The Retail Project. She had a natural leadership quality about her, evident in the way she carried herself and projected her voice. “We’ve got a big problem.”

      Ben reluctantly loosened his grip on Anna and twisted toward the other woman.

      Rhonda didn’t wait for a prompt. She took long strides across the room holding the garment bag up so it wouldn’t drag on the floor. “I put way too many hours into this dress for it to get drenched in the rain.” She sharpened her focus on Anna. “You chose the materials, honey. You know⁠—”

      “Stop it!” She covered her mouth with her hands. A look of horror replaced the sheer joy she’d had seconds ago.

      Rhonda stepped back and turned to Ben. “We need a plan B. Have you tried to call the church Hailey and Nate were married in?”

      His stomach clenched. He’d suggested the very same thing days ago, thinking because her brother was married in the church, she’d be open to it. Her response was that the open air of Sunnydale was the place where they fell in love, and it was where they would be married.

      One look at his bride-to-be and his heart broke. He imagined she felt like the whole world was against her, and he refused to be anywhere that wasn’t right by her side. He reached for Anna’s hand. “We’re not getting married inside any building. It’s happening on the farm. Just like we planned.”

      Rhonda slowly shook her head. Obviously, she wasn’t on board with the close your eyes and pretend it’s not going to happen approach. “Did you watch the news tonight? The guy said⁠—”

      Ben looked back to Anna and chose his words carefully. “Maybe renting a tent would be a good idea.”

      “No,” Anna said through clenched teeth. “We’re getting married on the lawn, not in some musty ol’ tent.”

      Rhonda crossed her arms and shifted her weight onto her left hip. “I love your optimism, sweetie. I do. But I can’t help but be a realist here.”

      Anna’s squint hardened, and Ben could see her eyes glazing over. He took a step toward Rhonda. “It’ll be okay.”

      She tossed her hands in the air. “Okay. You need to shoo.” She waved her free hand at Ben. “Go meet your groomsmen at the Blue Water. We have a final fitting to do. Anna, why don’t you go change?”

      Anna took the garment bag from Rhonda and left the room.

      Once she was out of sight and earshot, Rhonda dropped her voice and spoke in a firm, demanding voice. “What are you going to do? It is one hundred percent going to rain on Saturday. From very early in the morning until late at night. Her dress is silk, satin, and lace.”

      He shrugged and shook his head. “You try reasoning with her. She won’t hear it.”

      Rhonda dropped her hands to her hips, and she squared her body to his. “Whether she wants an alternative or not, you need to come up with one. I will not have my design or her wedding ruined.”

      “Do you really think that’s what I want? We’ve put this wedding off months longer than I wanted because she wanted an outdoor wedding on the farm with fields of lavender in the background of the pictures. Do you know how much it cost Sunnydale to grow lavender in the south hayfield for wedding pictures? We probably won’t even be able to take them now.”

      “You can take her pictures on another sunny day, but not if her dress is trashed.”

      “Again. What am I supposed to do?”

      “You and your groomsmen are smart guys. Go figure it out.”

      Anna’s voice came from the other room. “Has Ben left yet?”

      “Leaving now. I’ll see you later.”

      “Call first!” Anna’s voice came loudly, abruptly. “I don’t know how long Rhonda will be working on the dress.”

      “I will.” He took one last cold stare from Rhonda and then exited the house through the kitchen.

      As he pulled out of the driveway and started for town, he drummed his hand against the steering wheel.

      Is this some kind of test? Every single time we set a wedding date something has caused us to push it back. The first time, she changed her mind about a fall wedding because the grass would not be as green or lush. Then she canceled the spring date because she got the idea for a lavender field. Now, it’s the rain. Well, I’ll be damned if this wedding is ruined or moved again.
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        * * *

      

      Anna took a deep breath and tried to chase away the brewing tears before she exited the bedroom. She was using every ounce of willpower she had to chase away those rainclouds, but the weatherman was staying firm.

      But what did it mean? Was the universe saying Ben wasn’t the man for her? Why was she being denied the special day of her dreams by the weather of all things?

      Keep thinking positively. Only good thoughts. You create your energy. You can manifest your beautiful, sunny wedding day.

      As she walked back out into the living room, she heard the slamming of the wooden screen door again and knew it was her brother’s wife, Hailey, and her niece, Lori, arriving.

      Lori ran toward Anna, but Rhonda grabbed the girl’s hands before she could put them on the dress. “We’re not touching Anna’s dress before she and Ben say I do.”

      Lori put her hands on her hips and tossed her chin toward her shoulder. “You touch her dress all the time.”

      To Anna, the girl’s big attitude made her look like a mini-Rhonda clone.

      “Because I’m sewing it, honey.” Rhonda walked in a large circle around the woman. “Do you really like the scalloped front?”

      “Yes. If it doesn’t come up like this, no one will see my snazzy boots.” Her smile fell away. “You don’t like it?”

      “Honey, I like it fine. If I didn’t, I would insist we change it. I want to make sure you’re happy.”

      “I am.”

      Rhonda smoothed her hand over the back skirt. “Are you sure you don’t want a train? It’s not too late to do a detachable one.”

      “I’m positive. A train would get grass-stained.”

      Rhonda and Hailey’s stares met, but they kept their thoughts to themselves.

      Anna felt her resolve to stay positive slipping away. “You’re thinking muddy. Aren’t you? You’re on the side of the rain.”

      Hailey pulled herself from the sofa where she’d settled and crossed the room to Anna. “This isn’t about sides. The weather isn’t the enemy here. It simply is.”

      “Do you know how many times the meteorologists get the forecast wrong?”

      “Plenty,” Hailey agreed.

      Anna could see straight through the facade. Her sister-in-law was trying to keep her from dissolving into tears. She took a deep breath, determined not to think about it. There were still four days to the wedding, and the weather could very well change before then. It would change. It had to change.

      “Aunt Anna,” Lori said. “You look like a princess in your dress. Is Uncle Ben going to be
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