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Spanish in Use 1 (Start learning European Spanish from the ground up with these 5 books., #1)
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Mastering these basic greetings will help you start conversations and leave a positive impression. Practice regularly to gain confidence in your Spanish speaking skills.––––––––Exercises for Spanish Alphabet and Pronunciation

This literally means "Are you Spanish?" Verb "To Be" (Ser)

Conjugating Regular Verbs: -ER and -IR Endings

Conjugating Regular Verbs: Examples and Uses

Ways to Ask How Someone Is / Maneras de preguntar cómo está la persona

Present Continuous / Presente Continuo

Exercises for Countries and Nationalities

Me caes bien. (I like you.) Expressions of Love and Emotions / Expresiones de amor y emociones

¿Sabes qué...?––––––––Exercises for People / Personas

Possessive Adjectives / Adjetivos posesivos

By using these possessive adjectives correctly, you can clearly indicate ownership and relationships in Spanish. | Possessive Pronouns / Pronombres posesivos

Phrases About Time, Numbers, and Dates


Introduction

Spanish in Use (1)

Español en Práctica (1)

Learn European Spanish

Welcome to the " Spanish in Use " series, a comprehensive collection of books designed to guide you from beginner to professional proficiency in the Spanish language. This series focuses on the "European dialect" spoken in Spain.

Why This Book?

Are you looking to go beyond simple Spanish words and aim to speak like a native? You’re in the right place. In this book, you will learn Spanish as it's used in daily life, enabling you to communicate effectively with native speakers.

What Will You Learn?

We start with the basics, covering pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and everyday conversations that will prepare you for any situation. The book is organized into units, each divided into topics to help you remember and use the language appropriately.

Key Features:

	Essential Phrases: Learn phrases for various situations to enhance your vocabulary.

	Common Expressions: Master the phrases and expressions that will make you sound more confident when speaking to native speakers.

	Grammar and Syntax: Understand the grammar rules and sentence structures used in daily life.

	Vocabulary: Build your vocabulary from basic words and phrases to more advanced terms.

	Verb Conjugations: Learn the most commonly used verbs and their conjugations in different tenses.

	Pronunciation: Improve your pronunciation with guidance from a native speaker.


How to Use This Book:

	Listen: Start by listening to the native speaker.

	Repeat: Read each sentence aloud five times.

	Write: Write down the phrases as you pronounce them.

	Record and Compare: Record yourself speaking and compare your pronunciation to the native speaker’s.


Additional Resources:

	Audio Version: Contact us after purchase to receive the complete audio package.

	Practical Conversations: Learn to communicate in various situations with a European Spanish accent.

	Syntax and Structure: Master the construction of different sentences.

	Extensive Vocabulary: Learn over 5,000 words, phrases, and verbs used in everyday conversation.

	Native Pronunciation: Perfect your pronunciation with help from a native Spanish speaker.

	Bonuses: Enjoy discounts and free intensive weeks on our online courses.


Who Is This Book For?

	Business professionals interacting with Spanish-speaking countries.

	Travelers to Spain or other Spanish-speaking regions.

	Residents in Spanish-speaking countries.

	Job seekers in Spanish-speaking environments.

	Enthusiasts of Latin culture and affairs.

	Language learners looking for a new challenge.


About the Authors:

Joaquin Quesada Zaragoza
Hello everyone, I’m Joaquin, a Brazilian-Spanish language teacher with 35 years of experience in teaching, translation, and interpretation. I speak six languages and have a degree in cinema, which enhances my ability to communicate across cultures.
Mohamed Emadeldin Elshenawy
Hello everyone, I’m Mohamed, a Portuguese- Spanish language teacher and founder of the Escolaonline website, I have over ten years of experience teaching Spanish and Portuguese in English and English. I hold specialized certificates in teaching to non-native speakers and speak six languages, facilitating my ability to teach and communicate in multiple languages.
Translation and Preparation:
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Overview: "Español en Práctica (1)" is a comprehensive guide designed to help learners master European Spanish. The book focuses on essential phrases, grammar, vocabulary, and practical conversations used in daily life. Each chapter includes detailed explanations, examples, and exercises to reinforce learning.
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Content Description

	Introduction: Provides an overview of the book's purpose, what learners will achieve, and practical tips on how to use the book effectively. It includes information about the authors and additional resources available.

	Unit One: Spanish Alphabet: Introduces the Spanish alphabet, special letter combinations (digraphs), and basic greetings. Includes exercises for writing and pronouncing letters and phrases.

	Unit Two: Verbs: Covers regular and irregular verbs in the present tense, how to ask and respond to questions about well-being, with exercises for verb conjugation and practical dialogues.

	Unit Three: Numbers: Teaches cardinal numbers and how to talk about prices, with exercises for writing and pronouncing numbers and practical conversations.

	Unit Four: Present Continuous: Explains the formation and usage of the present continuous tense, phrases for apologizing and thanking, with exercises for forming sentences and practicing these phrases.

	Unit Five: Countries: Lists country names and nationalities, covers the use of definite articles, and includes common greetings. Exercises focus on using country names and greetings in sentences.

	Unit Six: Places: Provides vocabulary for various locations, covers indefinite articles, and includes travel and direction phrases. Exercises focus on using vocabulary in sentences and practicing travel-related phrases.

	Unit Seven: People: Introduces vocabulary for family and relationships, phrases for family interactions, and expressions of love. Exercises include using vocabulary in sentences and practicing phrases for introductions and relationships.

	Unit Eight: Possessive Pronouns: Explains the use of possessive pronouns with examples, phrases for meeting and making friends, with exercises for forming sentences and practicing these phrases.

	Unit Nine: Food: Provides vocabulary for food and drink, with exercises for writing and pronouncing food-related vocabulary and practical conversations.

	Unit Ten: Irregular Verbs: Introduces and conjugates irregular verbs, with exercises for forming sentences using these verbs.

	Unit Eleven: Future Tense: Covers the formation and usage of the simple and compound future tenses, phrases for responding to good and bad news, with exercises for forming sentences and practicing these phrases.

	Unit Twelve: Time and Dates: Teaches vocabulary related to time and dates, with exercises for practicing this vocabulary and forming sentences.

	Book's Verb Guide: Provides a comprehensive list of verbs in Spanish, with exercises for using verbs in sentences and practicing conjugation
 


El Alfabeto Español / Spanish Alphabet 
To learn Spanish, you must first master the Spanish alphabet and its pronunciation. The letters are the fundamental building blocks of the language, and learning them is straightforward because they are similar to the letters of the English alphabet.
Knowing the Spanish alphabet will enhance your pronunciation and provide a solid foundation for learning Spanish spelling and vocabulary without relying on English.

Differences Between English and Spanish Alphabets

The primary difference between the English and Spanish alphabets is that Spanish has 27 letters, while English has 26. Both alphabets are based on the Latin script.

The Spanish Alphabet

Let's begin with the Spanish alphabet. Listen to a native speaker to ensure you pronounce the letters correctly.

	Letter

	Name of the Letter

	Examples

	A

	a

	Agua (Water)


	B

	be (bea)

	Bota (Boot, Shoe)


	C

	ce

	Cuatro (Four), Cena (Dinner)


	D

	de (dei)

	Día (Day)


	E

	e

	Español (Spanish)


	F

	efe (eh-feh)

	Fuego (Fire)


	G

	ge (hei)

	Genio (Genius), Gente (People)


	H

	hache (ach-ay)

	Hospital (Hospital)


	I

	i (ee) or i latina

	Insecto (Insect)


	J

	jota (hotta)

	Jirafa (Giraffe)


	K

	ka (ka)

	Kilogramo (Kilogram)


	L

	ele (el-eh)

	Libro (Book)


	M

	eme (em-eh)

	Manzana (Apple)


	N

	ene (en-eh)

	Nube (Cloud)


	Ñ

	eñe (en-yeh)

	Niño (Child)


	O

	o

	Otoño (Autumn)


	P

	pe (pay)

	Perro (Dog)


	Q

	cu (ku)

	Queso (Cheese)


	R

	erre (er-reh)

	Radio (Radio)


	S

	ese (es-eh)

	Sol (Sun)


	T

	te (teh)

	Tiburón (Shark)


	U

	u (oo)

	Uvas (Grapes)


	V

	uve

	Vida (Life)


	W

	uve doble

	Washington (Washington)


	X

	equis (eh-kees)

	Éxito (Success)


	Y

	ye or i griega

	Yo (I)


	Z

	zeta

	Zorro (Fox)



Special Letters and Pronunciations

Ñ (eñe)

The letter Ñ is unique to the Spanish language. It originated in the 12th century when Spanish scribes used the tilde (~) as an abbreviation for a double 'N'. For example, the Latin word annus (year) became año in Spanish. While the tilde is no longer used on other letters, it remains on the letter Ñ, adding to the distinctiveness of Spanish.

Pronunciation Variations Based on Following Vowels

	C: 	"K" Sound: Pronounced as "K" when followed by A, O, U, or the consonants L and R. 	Examples: Calor (Hot), Caballo (Horse), Barca (Boat), Claro (Clear), Clase (Class)



	"TH" Sound: Pronounced as "TH" (as in "thanks") when followed by E or I (in European Spanish). 	Examples: Cielo (Sky), Bicicleta (Bicycle), Cebolla (Onion)



	"S" Sound: In South American Spanish, it is pronounced as "S". 	Examples: Cerveza (Beer), Quizá (Maybe), Azul (Blue)–––––––– 





	CC: Pronounced with the first C as "K" and the second as "TH" (or "S" in South American Spanish). 	Examples: Lección (Lesson), Diccionario (Dictionary), Colección (Collection)




Z

The letter Z is pronounced "TH" (in European Spanish) or "S" (in South American Spanish), regardless of the letters that follow.

	Examples: Cerveza (Beer), Quizá (Maybe), Azul (Blue), Arroz (Rice)


Historical Context of Pronunciation Differences

There are various myths about the different pronunciations of the letter C in Spain and other Spanish-speaking regions. One popular but incorrect story is that an early Spanish king had a lisp, leading the entire country to imitate his speech pattern. In reality, the pronunciation of "TH" is not a lisp but the correct phonetic differentiation between C and S. The pronunciation standard "TH" was part of Castilian Spanish, the official language of Spain after the union of Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile in 1479.

Understanding these nuances will help you master the pronunciation of Spanish and distinguish between different regional accents.

G

The letter G in Spanish has two distinct sounds, similar to English. It can sound like "G" as in "Gab," or like a soft "H" (similar to the English "J" in "Gender").

Pronunciation as "G"

The letter G is pronounced as a hard "G" when it is followed by the vowels A, O, or U.

Examples (listen to a native speaker):

	Gato (cat)

	Gafas (glasses)

	Gordo (fat)

	Amigo (friend)

	Gol (goal)

	Gustar (to like)


G also retains the hard "G" sound when it precedes the consonants L or R.

Examples (listen to a native speaker):

	Gracias (thank you)

	Negro (black)

	Gritar (to shout)

	Globo (balloon, world)

	Regla (rule)

	Siglo (century)


Pronunciation as a Soft "H"

When G is followed by the vowels I or E, it is pronounced like a soft "H" (similar to the English "J").

Examples (listen to a native speaker):

	Gente (people)

	Digital (digital)

	Girasol (sunflower)

	Elegir (to elect)


Diacritical Marks in Spanish

Diacritical marks modify the pronunciation of letters in Spanish. The acute accent (´) appears above vowels (á, é, í, ó, ú) to emphasize a syllable within a word.

When the diaeresis (¨) appears over the letter U (ü), it is pronounced like a "W."

H

The letter H is usually silent in Spanish. Here are the main points about its pronunciation:

	Silent H: Most commonly, H is not pronounced, especially when it appears at the beginning of words. 	Example: Hermana (sister)



	Foreign Words: In a few borrowed words, H is pronounced as it is in the original language. 	Example: Hobby (hobby)



	Combination with S: When H combines with S, it can be pronounced like "sh" in English. 	Example: Hamster (hamster)




Dígrafos / Digraphs

A digraph consists of two letters that create a single sound. These combinations can be made up of either vowels or consonants. In Spanish, notable digraphs include "Ch" and "Ll".

Ch (Che)

The digraph "Ch" is pronounced as a voiceless postalveolar affricate [tʃ], similar to "ch" in "church," in both Castilian and American Spanish. In Andalusian Spanish, it can be pronounced as a voiceless postalveolar fricative [ʃ]. Despite no longer being considered a separate letter since 2010, "Ch" is still recognized as a distinct sound and is often listed as an individual character in older textbooks.

Example:

	Chocolate (chocolate)


Ll (Doble Ele)

The pronunciation of "Ll" varies depending on regional accents. Generally, it sounds like "y" in "yes" throughout the Spanish-speaking world. However, in some regions, such as Mexico and Central America, it can sound like "j" in "jar" or "sh" in "shout".

Examples:

	Llave (key) - pronounced like "y" in most regions.

	Llamar (to call) - may be pronounced like "j" or "sh" in Mexico and Central America.


Historical Context

Spanish officially has 27 letters today. However, until 2010, the alphabet included 29 letters, with "Ch" and "Ll" considered separate letters. This changed following a decision by the Royal Spanish Academy (RAE) to streamline the alphabet. Despite this, "Ch" and "Ll" are still important phonetic components of the language and are treated as digraphs, similar to the English "th," which represents a single sound made up of two letters.

Pronunciation Table

Here's a table summarizing the pronunciation variations of "Ll" across different Spanish-speaking regions:


	Country/Region

	Pronunciation

	Example

	Sound

	Spain

	y

	Llave (key)

	Yes


	Argentina

	ʒ / ʃ

	Lluvia (rain)

	Measure/Shine


	Mexico/Central America

	j / sh

	Llamar (to call)

	Jar/Shout


	Colombia

	y

	Llegar (arrive)

	Yes




Understanding these digraphs and their regional variations will significantly improve your Spanish pronunciation and comprehension. Practice listening to native speakers from different regions to familiarize yourself with these differences.

	Y sound 

	J sound

	Sh sound


	pollo (poyo)

	pollo (pojo)

	pollo (posho)


	lluvia (yuvia)

	lluvia (juvia)

	lluvia (shuvia)



RR (Doble Erre)

The digraph "RR" (doble erre) is one of the most distinctive sounds in the Spanish language, and it has a unique pronunciation that differs from the single "R".

Pronunciation of "RR"

The "RR" is pronounced as a strong, rolled or trilled "R", which requires the speaker to vibrate the tongue against the roof of the mouth. This sound does not have a direct equivalent in English.

Examples (listen to a native speaker):

	Carro (car)

	Perro (dog)

	Burro (donkey)


Pronunciation of the Single "R"

In contrast, the single "R" can be pronounced as a soft, single flap or tap, similar to the "tt" in the American English pronunciation of "butter". The single "R" can occur at the beginning of words or between vowels and consonants.

Examples (listen to a native speaker):

	Caro (expensive)

	Peru (but)

	Buró (office)


Summary of "R" and "RR" Pronunciations

Understanding the difference between "R" and "RR" is crucial for correct pronunciation in Spanish, as it can change the meaning of words. The table below summarizes the differences:

	Letter

	Pronunciation

	Example

	Meaning

	R

	Soft single flap/tap

	Caro (expensive)

	Pricey


	RR

	Strong, rolled/trilled

	Carro (car)

	Vehicle


	R

	Soft single flap/tap

	Peru (but)

	Exception


	RR

	Strong, rolled/trilled

	Perro (dog)

	Animal


	R

	Soft single flap/tap

	Buró (office)

	Desk


	RR

	Strong, rolled/trilled

	Burro (donkey)

	Animal



Practicing these sounds with the guidance of a native speaker will help you master the distinctions and improve your overall Spanish pronunciation.

––––––––
[image: image]

Ways to Say: Hello & Goodbye / Formas de Decir Hola y Adiós

Listen and repeat after the native speaker to improve your pronunciation.

Hello / Hola

	Hello 	Hola



	Hi 	Oye (informal)

	Hola (informal)




Goodbye / Adiós

	Bye 	Adiós



	Take care 	Cuídate



	Have a good one 	¡Qué tengas un buen día!









Summary Table

	English Phrase

	Spanish Phrase

	Hello

	Hola


	Hi

	Oye (informal)


	Hey

	Hola (informal)


	Bye

	Adiós


	Take care

	Cuídate


	Have a good one

	¡Qué tengas un buen día!



Practice Instructions

	Listen: Play the audio provided by the native speaker.

	Repeat: Say each phrase out loud, matching the pronunciation of the native speaker.

	Practice: Use these phrases in daily conversations to become more comfortable with their use.
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Mastering these basic greetings will help you start conversations and leave a positive impression. Practice regularly to gain confidence in your Spanish speaking skills.––––––––Exercises for Spanish Alphabet and Pronunciation
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Exercise 1: Match the Letters with Their Names

Match each Spanish letter with its correct name.

	A

	B

	C

	D

	E

	F

	G

	H

	I

	J

	K

	L

	M

	N

	Ñ

	O

	P

	Q

	R

	S

	T

	U

	V

	W

	X

	Y

	Z


a. jota
b. ka
c. ele
d. eme
e. ene
f. eñe
g. o
h. pe
i. cu
j. erre
k. ese
l. te
m. u
n. uve
o. uve doble
p. equis
q. ye
r. zeta
s. a
t. be (bea)
u. ce
v. de (dei)
w. e
x. efe
y. ge (hei)
z. hache (ach-ay)
aa. i (ee)
Exercise 2: Pronunciation Practice

Pronounce the following words correctly. Listen to a native speaker if possible, then write the phonetic transcription of each word.

	Agua (Water)

	Bota (Boot, Shoe)

	Cuatro (Four)

	Cena (Dinner)

	Día (Day)

	Español (Spanish)

	Fuego (Fire)

	Genio (Genius)

	Gente (People)

	Hospital (Hospital)


Exercise 3: Pronunciation Variations

Identify the pronunciation of the letter "C" in the following words (K, TH, or S).

	Cielo (Sky)

	Calor (Hot)

	Bicicleta (Bicycle)

	Clase (Class)

	Cebolla (Onion)
 


Exercise 4: Understanding Ñ

Explain the historical context of the letter Ñ and give three examples of words using this letter.

	






	






	






Exercise 5: Pronunciation of G

Identify whether the "G" in each word is pronounced as a hard "G" or a soft "H".

	Gato (Cat)

	Gente (People)

	Gol (Goal)

	Gracias (Thank You)

	Digital (Digital)


Exercise 6: Use of Diacritical Marks

Underline the words that have a diacritical mark and explain their pronunciation.

	Canción (Song)

	Árbol (Tree)

	Éxito (Success)

	Útil (Useful)

	Biología (Biology)


Exercise 7: Digraphs

Identify and pronounce the digraphs "Ch" and "Ll" in the following words.

	Chocolate

	Llave

	Llamar

	Lección

	Colección


Exercise 8: Double R (RR) Pronunciation

Practice pronouncing the following words, focusing on the rolled "RR".

	Carro (Car)

	Perro (Dog)

	Burro (Donkey)

	Carro (Expensive)

	Peru (But)


Exercise 9: Greetings and Farewells

Translate the following phrases from English to Spanish and practice pronouncing them.

	Hello - _______________

	Hi - _______________

	Goodbye - _______________

	Take care - _______________

	Have a good one - _______________


Key Answers

Exercise 1: Match the Letters with Their Names

	s. a

	t. be (bea)

	u. ce

	v. de (dei)

	w. e

	x. efe

	y. ge (hei)

	z. hache (ach-ay)

	aa. i (ee)

	a. jota

	b. ka

	c. ele

	d. eme

	e. ene

	f. eñe

	g. o

	h. pe

	i. cu

	j. erre

	k. ese

	l. te

	m. u

	n. uve

	o. uve doble

	p. equis

	q. ye

	r. zeta–––––––– 


Exercise 2: Pronunciation Practice

	Agua - /ˈaɡwa/

	Bota - /ˈbota/

	Cuatro - /ˈkwatro/

	Cena - /ˈθena/ (Spain) or /ˈsena/ (Latin America)

	Día - /ˈdi.a/

	Español - /espaˈɲol/

	Fuego - /ˈfweɡo/

	Genio - /ˈxe.njo/

	Gente - /ˈxen.te/

	Hospital - /ospiˈtal/


Exercise 3: Pronunciation Variations

	TH (Spain) or S (Latin America)

	K

	TH (Spain) or S (Latin America)

	K

	TH (Spain) or S (Latin America)–––––––– 


Exercise 4: Understanding Ñ

The letter Ñ originated in the 12th century when Spanish scribes used the tilde (~) as an

	Niño

	Año

	Mañana
 



	Hard G

	Soft H

	Hard G

	Hard G

	Soft H–––––––– 



	Canción

	Árbol

	Éxito

	Útil

	Biología



	Ch

	Ll

	Ll

	Cc

	Cc



	Carro - /ˈka.rro/

	Perro - /ˈpe.rro/

	Burro - /ˈbu.rro/

	Carro - /ˈka.ro/

	Peru - /peˈɾu/



	Hola

	Oye

	Adiós

	Cuídate

	¡Qué tengas un buen día!


[image: image]

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





	Soy español



	Soy española
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	Español (masculine) - Spanish

	Española (feminine) - Spanish






	Mohamed, ¿tú vas al parque los sábados?



	Yo no como nunca pescado, ¿y tú?





	Señor, ¿puede usted firmar aquí, por favor?



	Señora, ¿usted tiene nietos?




	Madre, ¿está usted cómoda en esa silla?






	¿Eres español?



	¿Eres española?
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