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The RJP Readers series provides graded reading material for students of English at 12 levels of difficulty.

🟥  A1.1  Beginner or Noob

🔴 A1.2  False Beginner or Learner

🟧 A2.1  Lower Elementary or Shopper

🟠 A2.2  Upper Elementary or Gamer

🟨 B1.1  Lower Intermediate 1 or Tourist

🟡 B1.2  Lower Intermediate 2 or Capable

🟩 B2.1  Upper Intermediate 1 or Competent

🟢 B2.2  Upper Intermediate 2 or Fluent

🟦 C1.1  Lower Advanced or Ace

🔵 C1.2  Upper Advanced or Master

🟪 C2.1  Lower Proficiency or Expert

🟣 C2.2  Upper Proficiency or Pro
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Level: 🟧 A2.1 (Shopper) 

Inspired by: The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain

Setting: A modern high school in a big city

Story Concept: Two students, Zayne and Noah, who look alike—the first from a wealthy family, the second from a struggling background—agree to switch places for a week. What begins as a game quickly becomes a challenge, as they experience each other’s worlds from the inside.
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Episode 1: Two Lives
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It’s Monday morning.

Zayn wakes up in a small room above a noisy shop. His little brother is already crying in the next room. Their mum is in the kitchen, making toast and talking on the phone. Zayn puts on his new school uniform. New for Zayn, that is—it’s clean but second hand. His shoes have a hole near the toe.

He grabs his bag, says goodbye, and runs to catch the bus to his new school, skipping breakfast.

Across the city, Noah is waking up in a different world.

His room is big, with posters, lights, and a new gaming chair. The robot vacuum moves across the floor. Downstairs, his dad drinks coffee while reading news on a tablet. His mum is at the airport, flying to another business meeting.

Noah eats eggs, toast, and fruit while checking messages on his new phone.

He doesn’t rush. The driver waits outside.

At school, Zayn and Noah don’t know each other.

Not yet.

They are in different classes. Noah has many friends, but Zayn doesn’t have any.

During break, a teacher sees Noah walking toward the maths room.

“Zayn! Wait—wrong class!” she says.

Noah laughs. “This is my class. I’m Noah.”

The teacher looks surprised. “Oh. You look just like Zayn.”

At lunch, the same thing happens again.

A student walks up to Zayn and says, “Hey Noah, can I borrow your charger?”

“I’m not Noah,” Zayn says. “I’m Zayn.”

“Wait—really?”

The other student looks confused, then walks away.

In the afternoon, both boys are called to the office.

They sit next to each other for the first time.

“Woah,” Noah says, looking at Zayn.
Zayn smiles, thinking, “This could be fun.”
The headteacher comes in. “Now I see why everyone’s confused. You two could pass for twins. Lucky you are in different classes.” Noah and Zayn laugh. Even their laughs sounds similar.
After school, they walk to the bus stop together.

Noah says, “You take the bus?”

“Yeah. You?”

“A car picks me up.”

Zayn raises an eyebrow. “Must be nice.”

Noah shrugs. “Sometimes. My parents are always working. I have lots of stuff, but I’m usually alone.”

Zayn says, “I never have time for myself. I have a little brother who drives me crazy. We haven’t got much, but we never get bored at home.

They sit in silence for a moment.

Then Noah says, “What if we switched places for a week?”

Zayn laughs. “What, like... I live your life and you live mine?”

“Exactly. Just for one week,” replies Noah. “I can just darken my hair a little bit and we’ll be identical.”

“That’s crazy,” Zayn replied. “But it could be fun. I’m in.”

The next day, they plan it out.

They switch phones. Zayn learns the names of Noah’s friends. Noah learns the name of Zayn’s family.

They practice walking, talking, acting like each other.

Friday night, they sleep at each other’s house.

And on Monday—

The switch begins.
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Episode 2: New Shoes, New Rules
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Monday morning.

Zayn wakes up in Noah’s house. Everything is quiet. The bed is soft, the bathroom is warm, and breakfast is already on the table.

Zayn looks at himself in Noah’s mirror. The blazer fits. His hair is neat. He tries a half-smile—the kind Noah usually wears on his face. Not bad.
At Zayn’s place, Noah checks himself in the mirror. Loose tie, quiet eyes. He adjusts his stance. The reflection looks close enough.
Noah’s dad gives Zayn a quick nod. “Good luck at school.”

Zayn smiles. “Thanks... Dad.”

It feels strange, but no one notices.

Outside, a car waits for him. The driver opens the door.

Zayn gets in and whispers, “This is crazy.”

Across the city, Noah is in Zayn’s world now.

His alarm is an old clock. The room is cold. He hears Zayn’s little brother crying again. He helps the boy get dressed while Zayn’s mum runs around the kitchen.

“Thanks, Zayn,” she says, kissing him on the cheek.

Noah almost says, I’m not Zayn, but he just smiles.

He walks to the bus stop. The road is noisy. The bus is full.

Everything feels different.

At school, Zayn walks through the hall with confidence.

Students wave. “Hey, Noah!”

“Hey,” Zayn says, trying to remember names.

He opens Noah’s locker. It’s neat. Expensive headphones. Extra chargers. Two energy drinks.

He feels nervous, but he keeps smiling.

Meanwhile, Noah arrives with Zayn’s classmates.

They talk fast. Walk fast. One of them asks, “You coming to football later?”

Noah nods, then wonders—does Zayn even play football?

In maths class, Zayn gets asked a question about algebra. He doesn’t know the answer.

The teacher frowns. “Noah, are you okay today?”

Zayn shrugs. “Didn’t sleep much.”

In science, Noah works with two students who joke the whole time.

He smiles politely, but he doesn’t know what’s funny.

At break, Zayn walks past the school café and sees the price list. He buys a sandwich and a smoothie with Noah’s ID card. No problem.

He sits outside, in the sun.

It’s the best lunch he’s had in weeks.

Noah eats a cold sandwich from a plastic bag. There’s no seat in the cafeteria, so he leans against a wall outside.

Some boys from another class laugh at his shoes.

He looks down. One sole is coming loose.

He says nothing.

After school, Zayn gets in the car. The driver says nothing.

At home, the house is quiet again.

No one asks about his day.

He eats dinner alone, then plays games on Noah’s console.

It should feel great.

But it doesn’t.

Noah helps Zayn’s little brother with homework.

He plays cards with Zayn’s mum after dinner.

It’s loud and messy—but warm.

Before bed, she knocks on the door.

“How was school?”

“Good,” Noah says. “Hard. But good.”

She smiles. “You’re a good boy.”

Noah lies in bed and stares at the ceiling.

He’s tired. He’s thinking.

So is Zayn. And both of them are realising—

This switch is more than a game.
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Episode 3: Mistakes and Messages
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By Wednesday, the switch is getting harder.

Zayn wakes up tired. The quiet house doesn’t feel exciting anymore. It feels cold.

He goes downstairs. No one is there. Just toast on a plate and a note:

“Early meeting. Gotta go. Have a good day – Dad.”

Zayn eats slowly. He feels strange. He misses noise. He misses someone saying “Good morning.”

At school, things get worse.

He forgets Noah’s locker code.

He calls one of Noah’s friends by the wrong name.

In history class, the teacher hands back a test.

“Noah, this is not your usual level,” she says, raising an eyebrow.

Zayn stares at the grade. 4 out of 10.

He shrugs and says, “Everyone has bad days, right?”

She nods slowly, but her eyes are sharp.

Noah is having his own problems.

He wakes up with a sore back from Zayn’s old mattress.

At breakfast, Zayn’s mum asks him to take out the rubbish and pick up milk after school.

“Sure,” Noah says, not really listening.

He’s late for the bus and forgets his homework.

At school, Zayn’s classmates joke and push Noah.

“You’re quiet this week,” one says.

“Just tired,” Noah replies.

In PE, he’s ambivalent about football.

He doesn’t know Zayn is good at it.

A classmate shouts, “Come on, Zayn! You’re better than this!”

Noah laughs nervously and misses the ball.

At break, he eats in the hallway, away from the others.

He pulls out Zayn’s
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