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​Preface

I am not a court historian, nor do I have any interest in weaving a web of flowery words. I belong to a tribe that history recognizes as the Gujjar , a people whose struggle makes the earth tremble and whose collective silence can paralyze an entire system.

I first encountered Colonel Kirori Singh Bainsla and this movement through social media in 2015. Since then, I have been a student of this struggle, observing every phase not just as a bystander, but as someone who understands the weight of being marginalized. As a Pakistani and a Leftist by conviction, I believe that the world is divided into two groups: those who exploit and those who are exploited.

This book is not a personal memoir or a collection of praises for an individual. Instead, it is a Case Study of the "Bhensla Doctrine." It is a documentation of how a community, dismissed by the state as a mere "mob," transformed itself into a "Nation" through the furnace of sacrifice. This doctrine proves that in a flawed democracy, a right snatched with dignity is often the only justice available to the oppressed.

I have written this as a "Realist"—without diplomacy or sugar-coating. This story is for everyone who feels powerless under the weight of an unjust system. Whether in Rajasthan, Pakistan, or Afghanistan, the message is universal: the path to survival begins when you stop begging and start demanding.

​If you are looking for soft narratives, this is not the book for you. This is a record of an extraordinary situation where a people looked the state in the eye and forced the wheels of the system to grind to a halt.

​(Sardar Naveed Jan)

Chapter 1: The Soil of Mundia and the Rise of an Awakened Soldier Social and Geographical Context

On a scorching afternoon in Rajasthan when the iron tracks of the railway were melting under the sun it was not just the metal that was heating up but the patience of a nation was also reaching its limit. Those sitting in the corridors of power thought this was just a crowd of a few shepherds who would return home once they felt the heat. They forgot that when a General takes off his turban and places it on the tracks it is not just a protest but a death warrant for the system.

The deception of democracy teaches us that justice is found in courts but thousands of Gujjars sitting on those tracks proved that justice is achieved when you put your hand on the jugular vein of the state. This book is for those who believe revolutions only happen in books. This revolution was written on the tracks with blood and sweat and with the firm decision that from now on we will not live as fragments but as a nation.

Documentary Evidence of State Apathy: The Mirror of Data

To understand the struggle of Colonel Kirori Singh Bainsla it is necessary to look at the numbers that were a stain on the face of the Rajasthan state at that time. According to the Justice Chopra Committee 2007 and the census of that era the social condition of the Gujjar community was no less than a swamp.

While the general literacy rate in the state was crossing 60% the ratio in Gujjar rural areas was dying between 30 to 35 percent. The situation of Gujjar women was even more tragic with a literacy rate of less than 15 percent. This meant eight out of ten mothers could not teach their children the words that could help them break the chains of slavery.

Economically 80 percent of Gujjars were associated with traditional cattle rearing and agriculture but their lands were in barren and hilly areas known as Dangs where there was neither water nor electricity. Despite being about 5 to 7 percent of the total population of the state the representation of Gujjars in decision making positions was less than one percent. These figures proved that this community was deliberately kept as a crowd so that they could never become a force.

When Colonel Bainsla saw these numbers he realized that rights are not given but taken because data never lies and the state’s own data was testifying against the Gujjars.

In the history of the subcontinent some personalities are identified by their social impact more than their uniform or rank. (Mundia) a small village in the Karauli district of Rajasthan became the cradle of such a person on September 12 1934. This was the time when United India was fighting its final battle for freedom and the barren lands of Rajasthan were carrying the pain of old feudal systems and social backwardness.

Kirori Singh grew up in a traditional Gujjar family. His father Bachu Singh and mother Dahupi Devi taught him the hard work that was the identity of this region. Even in his childhood he felt that his community worked extremely hard but stood on the margins of the system due to a lack of education and political awareness. The dust and harsh weather of mundia created that endurance inside him which later became the foundation of his political and social journey.

Educational Journey and Intellectual Maturity

The student life of Kirori Singh reflected the social divide of that time. Walking miles to go to school and attaining higher education with limited resources was proof of his resolve. He did his BA from Maharaja College Jaipur which in that era was not just a degree for his class but the first step of an intellectual revolution. After completing his education from Hindaun he also served as a school teacher before joining the army.

Military Life and Professional Experience

A large part of Kirori Singh’s life was spent in military discipline. He joined the army as a soldier and reached the rank of an officer due to his professional skills. His career included various regional conflicts and war fronts including 1962 1965 and 1971. Historians write that as a professional soldier he fulfilled his responsibilities in all these periods but the biggest lesson for him was the imprisonment he spent as a prisoner of war. Those days of captivity taught him the secrets of human psychology, patience and strategy which later served him as a public leader.

Background of the Movement

After retirement the title Colonel Baba became a part of his name but his actual battlefield had now changed. He saw that his community was a crowd but not a nation. They were victims of extreme divisions and their share in the development structure of the state was almost zero. He felt that until a group has education awareness data and discipline it cannot get its rights.

This book is not an advocacy for any border or uniform but the story of a man who transformed military discipline into a public movement and gave identity unity and recognition of rights to a marginalized crowd. This is the authentic journey of a boy from Mundia becoming a Colonel and then being called the Lion of Rajasthan, (Gujjar Gandhi) the messiah of an oppressed class.
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The military life of Colonel Kirori Singh Bainsla revolves around three of the most significant wars in the subcontinent. This was not just a government job but the journey of a trained soldier who saw history being made and unmade with his own eyes.

1962: The Himalayan Peaks and the Conflict with China

Kirori Singh’s military career officially began with the Second Para Regiment of the Indian Army. In 1962 when the border dispute between China and India escalated into war his unit was deployed to the difficult terrains of the Himalayas. At that time he was a young soldier serving in the defense lines. Although the outcome of this war was not favorable for India the experience gave Kirori Singh the opportunity to understand the art of survival in harsh conditions and the nuances of military strategy.

1965: Rann of Kutch and Captivity

In early 1965 before the formal war began tensions rose in the Rann of Kutch area leading to intense clashes at a place called Biar Bet. During this battle in April 1965 Kirori Singh was taken as a prisoner of war by the Pakistani forces.

According to military records he spent nearly a year in captivity across various Pakistani military centers including barracks near Jhelum and Attock. This year of imprisonment taught him lessons in international war laws, prisoner psychology and endurance that cannot be taught in any academy. He returned to India in January 1966 during the exchange of prisoners under the Tashkent Agreement.

1971: Professional Peak

Upon his return his determination was recognized and he completed his officer training at the Indian Military Academy. In the 1971 war he participated as a commissioned officer and proved his professional expertise. Based on his courage and discipline he rose through the ranks eventually reaching the position of Colonel.
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