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				Where Were the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World?

			

			Imagine you live thousands of years ago, somewhere in the area you see on the map. Even back then, people wanted to travel and see the world’s most famous landmarks. Several writers from ancient times did just that.
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			During their travels, they made lists of the most unusual and impressive sights. Not everyone wrote about the same places. But in the seventeenth century, seven of these marvels became known as the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World—even though most of them no longer existed. In fact, only one remains standing today. Still, you can imagine what they looked like by reading books like this one.
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				CHAPTER 1

				The Great Pyramid at Giza

			

			Perhaps the most famous monument in the world is the Great Pyramid at Giza in northern Egypt. (A pyramid is a three-dimensional object with triangular sides that meet in a point at the top.) That’s because it’s so huge and old, and the story of why and how it was built is so interesting.
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			The pyramid at Giza was built by the Egyptians during the years 2550–2530 BC. Egypt was a great civilization even more than 4,500 years ago. The Egyptians were able to build a pyramid as tall as a fifty-story skyscraper. At its base, each side is about 756 feet long. That’s more than twice the length of a football field.
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			For longer than 3,880 years, the Great Pyramid remained the tallest structure made by human hands in the entire world—that’s quite a record!

			Unlike all the other ancient wonders in this book, the Great Pyramid is still standing. It is located outside the city of Cairo, on the Nile River. It’s made of over two million blocks of limestone and granite. Some of the blocks are so big and heavy that even today, no one knows exactly how builders in ancient times were able to put them in place. They are not held together with mortar (mortar is like concrete). Instead, the blocks fit next to one another so perfectly that the pyramid has stood for 4,500 years.
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			We know a lot about life in ancient Egypt because good records were kept and because so many objects—both practical things and works of art—were put in the tombs for the dead. Egyptians back then believed the soul needed all the same things in the afterlife that had been enjoyed in this world.

			The Great Pyramid at Giza is one of these tombs, probably for a pharaoh (ruler) named Khufu. Khufu, like all pharaohs, had a special role. Not only was he the ruler of the people, but he was also believed to be a link between them and the gods. By performing certain ceremonies, the pharaoh made sure that the sun would rise and set, the Nile River would flow, and the crops would grow. And when the king died, he became a god. For this reason, everything about his death and burial was considered extremely important.

			
				Khufu
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				Khufu (say: COO-foo) was about twenty years old when he became pharaoh in 2589 BC. He ruled for a long time—more than twenty years. His full name, Khnum-khufu, means “Khnum protects me.” Khnum  was one of many gods the Egyptians worshipped. Khnum was the ram-headed god of the earth, creation, and growth. Khufu had several wives, which was common in ancient times. He had nine sons and fifteen daughters, and gave them all high positions in the royal court. Khufu was known as an evil leader who was feared and hated by his people.

			
			After Khufu’s death, his body was made into a mummy and put inside a highly decorated, body-shaped coffin. That coffin was then put into a sarcophagus (a stone coffin). Deep within Khufu’s pyramid, secret tunnels led to a room where his sarcophagus would have been surrounded by food, beautiful furniture, board games, precious jewelry, and so on. It was believed that his soul would rest in the chamber for eternity and, because of this, Egypt would thrive. Today, nothing remains inside the Great Pyramid. Why? Most likely robbers in ancient times broke in and looted all the treasure.
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			So we know what the Great Pyramid was for. We also know who built it. For many years, it was believed that slave labor was used to construct the pyramid. But that’s not true. Although there were enslaved people in ancient Egypt, the pyramid at Giza was built by paid workers, hired by the pharaoh.

			During the time when the land and fields were flooded by the Nile, farming was impossible. So a lot of men were available to work. It’s believed that twenty to thirty thousand men were employed in the pyramid’s construction.

			
				Egyptian Gods and Goddesses

				Ancient Egyptians worshipped a huge number of gods and goddesses.

				Some of them looked human. Others were part human and part animal. Still others looked entirely like animals—crocodiles, jackals, cats, rams, and falcons. Here are some of the more famous ones:

				
						
						Osiris—Ruler of the underworld and the judge of the dead

					

						
						Set, or Seth—God of darkness, destruction, and chaos

					

						
						Isis—Wife of Osiris and goddess of healing, motherhood, and the protection of children

					

						
						Thoth—God of science, logic, intelligence, knowledge, writing, and reason. He had the head of an ibis, a bird with a curved beak.

					

						
						Anubis—Jackal-headed god of the dead, tombs, and embalming

					

						
						Sobek—Crocodile god of strength, medicine, and power

					

						
						Bastet—Warrior goddess in the form of a cat

					

						
						Horus—God of the sky

					

						
						Ra—Sun god

					

						
						Hathor—Goddess of love, beauty, music, laughter, and fun
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						Ra, sun god

					
				
			
			The question of how the pyramid was built is much harder to answer. The huge stones were probably cut from quarries close to the Nile. Then big boats might have transported each block of stone to the site of the pyramid. One theory says wooden ramps ran around the outside of the structure, going higher and higher. Perhaps the blocks were dragged up the ramps by gangs of men and put into place. It’s possible, but we can’t be sure.
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			According to an ancient historian, building the pyramid took thirty years. Ten of those years were just to get ready—preparing the site, building roads and homes for the workers, removing the stone from quarries.
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			The workers used copper and bronze metal tools, sleds (carts on runners pulled by animals) ropes, rollers, and levers. They didn’t have iron or steel tools, steam shovels, dump trucks, or cranes—none of the things that are used in the modern construction of tall buildings. That alone makes building the Great Pyramid remarkable.
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			Once the Great Pyramid was completed, the facade (the outer surface) was covered in white limestone, which would have shone brilliantly and been visible from every direction for miles around. A capstone, probably covered in a layer of gold, was placed at the top. A capstone is a small pyramid at the point at which the triangular sides meet. What an astonishing sight it must have been!

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Cross section of the interior of the Great Pyramid of Khufu

				
			
			Inside the Great Pyramid there are three known chambers. The lowest chamber was never finished. The so-called Queen’s Chamber and King’s Chamber are higher up within the pyramid structure. The inner rooms and walls are made of polished granite, one of the hardest stones known in Khufu’s time.

			Alongside the pyramid at Giza are two temples, and a raised causeway, or road, to connect them. There are also places to leave food and other offerings for the dead pharaoh. One was close to the pyramid and the other was near the Nile River.

			The area includes other smaller pyramids, known as the Queens’ Pyramids. Three remain standing at almost full height. They were built for other wives and sisters of the pharaoh. Another was almost entirely buried in the sand and discovered by accident. It was built for Khufu’s mother.
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					The Queens’ Pyramids

				
			
			In addition, the complex has mastabas (say: MAS-tuh-buhz), which are much smaller flat-topped tombs built for Egyptian nobles.

			Following Khufu’s death, his son became king and began building his own pyramid next to his father’s. Khufu’s grandson also built his eternal home at Giza. Both these pharaohs added their own temples and other monuments, such as the Great Sphinx of Giza. Still, neither of their tombs ever rose to the height of the Great Pyramid. Most likely, that would have pleased Khufu!
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					The pyramid of Khufu’s grandson

				
			
			
				The Sphinx

				The Great Sphinx is a colossal statue carved from limestone. It has the head of a man and the body of a lion. It’s believed to be a guardian figure, meant to protect the tomb and keep evil away.
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			For thousands of years, money was set aside for Giza’s upkeep. But after Alexander the Great conquered Egypt in 332 BC and founded a new city called Alexandria, the pyramids at Giza began to fall into ruin.
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						Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie

					
				
			

			The Great Pyramid was first fully excavated by a professional archaeologist between 1880 and 1882. (To excavate means to dig out a hole, sometimes in order to expose something that’s buried.) Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie of Great Britain wanted to explore every aspect of the Great Pyramid, but he didn’t want to change or damage it. Because of him, we can enjoy the magnificent structure that still inspires awe in anyone who visits.

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 2

				The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
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						Marduk

					
				
			

			Two thousand five hundred years ago, Egypt was no longer the power it once had been. At this time, the largest and most magnificent city in the world was Babylon in a country known as Babylonia. (That’s in present-day Iraq.)

			Babylon was famous for three things. One was a temple to the god Marduk. For the Babylonians, Marduk was the chief god.
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					Temple to Marduk

				
			
			The city walls of Babylon were another marvel. More than ten miles of wall enclosed the city. They were so wide that two chariots, each pulled by four horses, could pass each other on top of them.

			
				[image: ]
			

			The third famous landmark in Babylon was the fabled Hanging Gardens. They were built by King Nebuchadnezzar II (say: neh-byuh-kuhd-NEHZ-er). He ruled from 605 BC to 561 BC.

			
				[image: ]
			

			The name of the gardens is confusing. They didn’t actually hang in midair. They were built high above the ground on multilevel stone terraces within the palace walls. But from a distance, the gardens must have looked like they were floating, green and beautiful, above the dry, dusty city below.

			According to legend, the king had them built to cheer up his wife, Queen Amytis (say: AH-mee-tiss). She had come from another land and was the daughter of a king. She married Nebuchadnezzar to create a strong bond between their two nations.
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					King Nebuchadnezzar II and Queen Amytis

				
			
			But Amytis didn’t like her new country. Not at all. It was flat, dry, and hot. She missed the green
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